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Original and Extra Seines Bodies, 1863-6. 3 

December 1803. For this year the Original-Series Texts were issued in 1892, and so was 
one of the Extra-Series Texts ; wliile the other went oirt early in 1893. The Texts of both 
Series for 1894 and 1895 are now ready, except the Facsimiles for the Frymer, Part I. The 
Original Series Texts for 1896 are almost ready, and will be issued in 1894, with those for the 
Extra Series, as well as some Texts for 1897. Members are askt to send their two- or three- 
years' subscriptions for both Series at once in advance. 

The Original-Series Texts for 1893 are :— No. 100, Gapgrave's Life of St. Katharine, the 
text edited by Dr. C. Horstinann, with Forewords, side-notes, and a discussion of Chaucer's 
gh and Shakspere's long % by Dr. F. J. Fumivall ; and No. 101, the Cursor Mundi, Part VII 
and last, an Essay on the MSS. of the Poem, their Dialects and Relation, &c., by Dr. H. Hupe. 

The Extra-Series Texts for 1893 are— No. LXIII. Thomas k Kempis's De Imitatione 
Christi, englisht : the first three books from the MS. in Trinity College Dublin, about 1440 
A.D., and from Dr. Wm. Atkynson's version, printed by Wynkyn de Worde in 1502 ; and 
the fourth book- by Margaret, Countess of Richmond and Derby, Mother of Henry VII ; 
the whole edited by Prof. J. K. Ingram, LL.D. ; and No. LXIV. Dr. Mary N. Colvin's edition 
of Caixton's Godfrey of Boloyne, or Last Siege of Jerusalem, A.D. 1481. 

The Original Series Texts for 1894 are— No. 102. Part I of Dr. R. von Fleischhacker's 
edition of the englisht Lanfraiuis Cirurgie, about 1400 A.D., a treatise perhaps more valuable 
for Dictionary purposes than any yet issued by the Society, which takes up to Chaucer's- 
death the whole class of surgical and medical words (besides many others of common speech) 
which we before had only from the black-letters of Queen Elizabeth's time. No. 103, is Prof. 
Napier's edition of a 12th-century Homily on the Legend of the Cross, with an Introduction 
en the different Legends about it, an incomplete Chester Hymn to the Virgin of the 13th 
century, and a short Paper on the soft and hard g*B of the Ormulum MS., with a facsimile. 

The Extra Series Texts for 1894 are No. LXV, the 3rd and last Part of Sir Bevis of 
Eamton, edited by Prof. Kolbing, Ph.D., and No. LXVI, Lydgate's and Burgh's Secrees of 
Philisoffres, edited by Robert Steele, B.A. 

For 1895, the first Text of the Original Series is No. 104, Part I of Mr. Gollancz's re- 
edition of The Exeter Book, from the unique MS. The second is Part I of the Prymer or 
Lay Folks* Praycr-Book, from the MS. ab. 1420 a.d., in the Cambr. Univ. Libr., ed. by Mr. 
Hy. Littlehales, with four pages of Facsimiles, which are promist in January 1894. 

The Extra Series Texts for 1895 are two prose Romances from unique MSS., about 1500 
A.D., englisht from French originals : The Three Kings' Son^, Part I, the text, ed. Dr. F. J. 
Fumivall ; Meliisine, Pt. I, the text, ed. A. K. Donald, B.A. 

During 1892, two unexpected sources of help to the Society sprang up. First, Mr. Henry 
Littlehales of Bexley Heath, who Lad printed a MS. of the English Prymer, ab. 1400 A.D.', 
kindly offerd to copy, and pay for the setting, not only of the Cambridge University MS of, 
the Prymer, ab. 1425 a.d., but also of a series of extracts from the Rochester Diocesan Reg- 
isters, illustrating the religious condition and social life of the diocese. The text of the 
Prymer or Lay Folks' Prayer-book is issued, and forms a- valuable portion of the Society's 
Pre-Reformation vernacular Liturgical Series, undertaken on the recommendation of the 
late Canon Simmons. The Extracts from the Rochester Diocesan Registers are nearly half 
copied. Mr. Littlehales has also put himself generally at the Society's service, and has 
copied half of the Salisbury Cathedral MS of that very quaint treatise, Jacob's Well, about 
the middle of the 15th century. Mr.. Littlehales has likewise copied, and will edit for the 
Society, the very interesting set of Accounts of Prior Moore of "Worcester, 1518-35, besides 
. The Pore Caitiff, &c, &c. 

The second promise of he!p comes, most gratifyingly, from the University of Chicago. Two 
Profeasors in the English Department there, Mr. MacClintock and Mr. Oscar Triggs — with the 
assent of their Principal, Dr. Harper — agreed to edit and print at the Chicago University 
Press, two Early English Texts to be issued jointly by the University and the E. E. T. Society, 
the Society paying for its electrotypes. Prof. MacClintock chose the theological collection 
of John Lacy of Newcastle, a.d. 1434 (see p. 10 below), and Prof. Triggs chose Lydgate's 
Assembly of the Gods. The latter of these is now at press in Chicago. 

Such relief as the E. E. T. Soc. gets from the above-named helpers will be devoted to its 
Reprinting Fund. The out-of-print Texts for 1866 are greatly wanted by members and 
collectors to complete their sets of the Society's publications. 

An urgent appeal is hereby made to Members to increase the list of Subscribers to the 
E. E. Text Society. It is nothing less than a scandal that the Hellenic Society should have 
nearly 1000 members, while the Early English Text Society has only about 300 I 

The Original-Series Texts for 1896 and 1897 will be chosen from books already at 
press : Richard Misyn's — he was Prior of Lincoln — englishings in 1434 and 1435 of 
Richard Rolle of Hampole's Fire of Love and Mending of Life, edited by the Rev. Rt. Harvey, 
M.A, Headmaster of the Cork Grammar School ; Part II of the Minor Poems of the Vernon 
MS., edited by Dr. F. J. Fumivall ; Mr. Gollancz's re-edited FJxeter-Bpok — Anglo-Saxon 
Poems from the unique MS. in Exeter Cathedral — Part II ; Miss Pemberton's edition of the 
fragments of Queen Elizabeth's englishings (in the Record Ofiice) from Boethius, PlutaKjps 
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&c. ; Dr. Brace's Introduction to The English Conquest of Ireland; Dr. FurnivaU's edition of 
the Lichfield CHlds, which is all printed, and waits only for the Introduction, that Prof. E. 
C. K. Gonner has kindly undertaken to write for the book. Prof. Mead has sent to press tlie 
completion of the prose Merlin^ for which the Society has been looking in vain from its Trea- 
surer since 1870. Miss Mary Bateson has at press George Ashby's Active Policy of a Prince^ 
&c., from the unique MS, a.d. 1463. Mr. Utley is home from Roumania, and promises to 
finish Lyndesay^s Works this year. Dr. G. Herzfeld's re-edition of the Anglo-Saxon Martyr- 
ology is all in type. Part II of Dr. Holthausen's Vices and Virtues needs only its Glossary. 

Dr. Furnivall has nearly finisht a most curious volume of Depositions as to Child-Mar- 
riages and 'DivoreeSy Trothplights, Libels^ &c., 1561-6, from the Chester Diocesan Registry. 

Mr. Steele has in type, besides the earliest Treatise on Arithinetic^ englisht from Johannes 
de Sa>cro Bosco^ two prose englishings of the Secreta Secretorum from MSS. at Lambeth, the 
second of which is very rich in new words. A version by James Yonge in 1428, made for 
the Earl of Ormonde, has been copied from its Rawlinson MS. at Oxford, and collated with 
the later Lambeth MS. All three versions differ widely. 

The Texts for the Extra Series in 1896 and 1897 will be chosen from the prose Romance 
of Melusine, edited from the unique MS. by Mr. A. K. Donald, Part II ; The Three Kings' 
Sons, Part II, the Introduction &c. by Dr. Leon Kellner ; The Toioneley Plays, re-edited 
from the unique MS. by Mr. George England and A. "W. Pollard, M.A. ; Part IE of The 
Chester Plays, re-edited from the MSS., with a full collation of the formerly missing Devon- 
shire MS., by Mr. G. England (at press) ; the Winchester Cathedral MS. oi the Proniptoriu7)i 
Parvulorum, edited by the Rev. A. L. May hew, M.A. ; the Parallel-Text of the only two 
MSS. of the Owl and Nightingale, edited by Mr. G. F. H. Sykes (at press) ; Hoccleve's eng- 
lishing o( De Regimine Prindpum, 1411-12, and Robert of Brunne's Handlyng Synne, edited 
by Dr. Furnivall ; Deguilleville's Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, three prose versions — two 
English, one French — edited by G. N. Currie, M.A. Some of these Texts will be ready in 
1893. Members are therefore askt to send Advance Subscriptions in 1898, for 1894, 1895 
and 1896, in order that the 1894-6 books may be issued to them as soon as the editions are 
finisht. The Society's experience has shown that Editors must be taken when they are in 
the humour for work. All real Students and furtherers of the Society's purpose will be 
ready to push-on the issue of Texts. Those Members who care only a guinea a year (or 
can afford only that sum) for the history of our language and our nation's thought, will not 
be hurt by those who care more, getting their books in advance ; on the contrary, they 
will be benefited, as each successive year's work will then be ready for issue on New Year's 
Day. Members are askt to realise the fact that the Society has now 50 years' work on its 
Lists, — at its present rate of production, — and that there is from 100 to 200 more years' 
work to come after that. The year 2000 will not see finisht all the Texts that the Society 
ought to print. 

Mr. G. N. Currie is preparing an edition of the 15th and 16th century Prose Versions of 
Guillaume de Deguilleville's Pilgrimage of the Life of Man, with the French prose version 
by Jean Gallopes, from Mr. Henry Hucks Gibbs's MS., Mr. Gibbs having generously 
promist to pay the extra cost of printing the French text, and engraving one or two of the 
illuminations in his MS. 

Guillaume de Deguilleville, monk of the Cistercian abbey of Chaalis, in the diocese cf 
Senlis, wrote his first verse Pelerinaige de V Homme in 1330-1 when he was 36.^ Twenty-fivo 
(or six) years after, in 1355, he revised his poem, and issued a second version of it, and this 
is the only one that has been printed. Of the prose representative of the first version, 1330-1, 
a prose Englishing, about 1430 a.d., was edited by Mr. Aldis Wright for the Roxbnrghe Club 
in 1869, from MS. Ff. 5. 30 in the Cambridge University Library. Other copies of this prose 
English are in the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow, Q. 2. 25 ; Univ. Coll. and Corpus Christi, 
Oxford^ ; and the Laud Collection in the Bodleian, no. 740. A copy in the Northern dialect 
is MS. G. 21, in St. John's Coll., Cambridge, and this is the MS. which will be edited by Mr. 
Sidney J. Herrtage for the E. E. Text Society. The Laud MS. 740 was somewhat condenst 
and modernised, in the 17th century, into MS. Ff. 6. 80, in the Cambridge University Lib- 
rary: ^ **The Pilgrime or the Pilgrimage of Man in this "World," copied by Will, Baspoole, 
whose copy "was verbatim written by Walter Parker, 1645, and from thence transcribed by 
G. G. 1649 ; and from thence by W. A. 1655." This last copy may have been read by, or 
its story reported to, Bunyan, and may have been the gioundwork of his Pilgrim's Progress. 
It will be edited by Mr. Currie for the E. E. T. Soc, its text running under the earlier 
English, as in Mr. Herrtage's edition of the Gesta Romanorum for the Society. In February 
1464,* Jean Gallopes — a clerk of Angers, afterwards chaplain to John, Duke of Bedford, 
Regent of France — turned Deguilleville's first verse Pelerinaige into a prose Pklcrinage de la vie 
humaine.^ By the kindness of Mr. Hy. Hucks Gibbs, as above mentiond, Gallopes's French 
text will be printed opposite the early prose northern Englishing in the Society's edition. 

1 He was born about 1295. See Abb6 Goujet's Bibliotliequefrangaise, Vol. IX, p. 73-4.— P. M, 

2 These 3 MSS. have not yet been collated, but are believed to be all of the same version. 

» Another MS. is in the Pepys Library. •* According to Mr. Hy. JB[«cks Gibbs's MS. 

5 These were printed in France, lato in the 15th or early in the 16th centjui^^ QQQ [^ 
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The Second Version ofDegmlleYilWs PelerinaigedeVffommef a.d. 1355 or -6, wasenglislit 
in verse by Lydgate in 1426. Of Lj^dgate's poem, the larger part is in the Cotton MS. 
Vitellius C. xiii (leaves 2-308). This MS. leaves out Chaucer's engliahing of Deguilleville's 
ABO or Prayer to the Virgin^ of which the successive stanzas start with A, B, C, and run all 
thro' the alphabet ; and it has 2 gaps, of which most of the second can be fild up from the 
end of the other imperfect MS. Cotton, Tiberius A vii. The rest of the stopgaps must be got 
from the original French in Harleian 4399,^ and Additional 22,937' and 25,594^ in the 
British Museum. Lydgate's version will be edited in due course for the Society. 

Besides his first Pelerinaige de Vhomme in its two versions, Deguilleville wrote a second, 
" de I'ame separee du corps," and a third, **de nostre seigneur lesus." Of the second, a prose 
Englishing of 1413, The Pilgrimage of the Sowle (perhaps in part by Lydgate), exists in the 
Egerton MS. 615,* at Hatfield, Cambridge (Univ. Kk. 1. 7, Caius), Oxford (Univ. Coll. and 
Corpus), and in Caxton's edition of 1483. This version has * somewhat of addicions ' as Caxton 
says, and some shortenings too, as the maker of both, the first translator, tells us in the MSS. 
Caxton leaves out the earlier englisher's interesting Epilog in the Egerton MS. This prose 
englishing of the Sowle will be edited for the Society after that of the Man is finisht, and will 
have GaUopes's French opposite it, from Mr. Gibbs's MS., as his gift to the Society. Of the 
Pilgrimage of Jesus, no englishing is known. 

As to the MS. Anglo-Saxon Psalters, Dr. Hy. Sweet has edited the oldest MS., the 
Vespasian, in his Oldest English Texts for the Society, and Mr. Harsley has edited the 
latest, c. 1150, Eadwine's Canterbury Psalter. The other MSS., except the Paris one, being 
interlinear versions, — some of the Roman-Latin redaction, and some of the Galilean, — Prof. 
Logeman has prepared for press, a Parallel-Text edition of the first twelve Psalms, to start the 
complete work. He will do his best to get the Paris Psalter — tho' it is not an interlinear 
one — into this collective edition ; but the additional matter, especially in the Verse-Psalms, 
is very diflScult to manage. If the Paris text cannot be parallelised, it will form a separate 
volume. The Early EngUsh Psalters are all independent versions, and will follow separately 
in due course. 

Through the good offices of the Examiners, some of the books for the Early-English Ex- 
aminations of the University of London will be chosen from the Society's publications, the 
Committee having undertaken to supply such books to students at a large reduction in price. 
The profits from these sales will be applied to the Society's Reprints. Five of its 1866 Texts, 
and one of its 1867, still need reproducing. Donations for this purpose will be welcome. 
They should be paid to the Hon. Sec, Mr. W. A. Dalziel, 67 Victoria Rd., Finsbury Park, 
London, N". 

Members are reminded ihsX fresh Subscribers are always wanted, and that the Committee 
can at any time, on short notice, send to press an additional Thousand Pounds' worth of work. 

The Subscribers to the Original Series must be prepared for the issue of the whole of the 
Early English Lives of Saints, sooner or later. The Society cannot leave out any of them, 
even though some are dull. The Sinners would doubtless bo much more interesting. But in 
many Saints' Lives will be found valuable incidental details of our forefathers' social state, 
and all are worthful for the history of our language. The Lives may be lookt on as the 
religious romances or story-books of their period. 

The Standard Collection of Saints' Lives in the Corpus and Ashmole MSS., the Harleian 
MS. 2277, &c. will repeat the Laud set, our No. 87, with additions, and in right order. (The 
foundation MS. (Laud 108) had to be printed first, to prevent quite unwieldy collations.) The 
Supplementary Lives from the Vernon and other MSS. will form one or two separate volumes. 

Besides the Saints' Lives, Tre visa's englishing of Bartholomoen>s de Proprietatibus Berum, 
the mediaeval Cyclopsedia of Science, &c., will be the Society's next big undertaking. Dr. 
R. von Fleischhacker will edit it. Prof. Napier of Oxford, wishing to have the whole of 
our MS. Anglo-Saxon in type, and accessible to students, will edit for the Society all the 
unprinted and other Anglo-Saxon Homilies which are not included in Thoi-pe's edition of 
iElfric's prose,*' Dr. Morris's of the Blickling Homilies, and Prof. Skeat's of iElfric's Metrical 
Homilies. Prof. Kolbing has also undertaken for the Society's Extra Series a Parallel-Text 
of all the six MSS. of the Ancren Riwle, one of the most important foundation-documents of 
Early English. Mr. Harvey, too, means to prepare an edition of the three MSS. of the 
Earliest English Metrical Psalter, one of which was edited by the late Mr. Stevenson for the 
Surtees Society. 

1 15th cent., containing only the Vie humaine. 

2 15th cent., containing all the 3 Pilgrimages, the 3rd heing Jesus Christ's. 

o 14th cent., containing the Vie humaine and the 2nd Pilgrimage, de I'Ame : both incomplete. 

4 Ab. 1430, 106 leaves (leaf 1 of text wanting), with illuminations of nice little devils— red, green, tawny 
(tc— and danind souls, fires, angels &c. 

5 Of these, Mr. Harsley is preparing a new edition, with collations of all the MSS. Many copies of 
Tliorne's book, not issued by the ^Ifric Society, are still in stock. . « , i^ _j 

Oi the Vercelli Homilies, the Society has bought the copy mad© by Prof. G. Lattanid. r ^ ^^^\^ 
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6 The Original Series of the " Early English Text Society.*' 

In case more Texts are ready at any time than can be paid for by the current year's in- 
come, they will be dated the next year, and issued in advance to such Members as will pay advance 
subscriptions. The 1886-7 delay in getting out Texts must not occur again, if it can possibly 
be avoided. The Director has in hand for future volunteer Editors copies of 2 or 3 MSS. 

Members of the Society will learn with pleasure that its example has been followed, not 
only by the Old French Text Society which has done such admirable work under its founders 
Profs. Paul Meyer and Gaston Paris, but also by the Early Eussian Text Society, which was 
set on foot in 1877, and has since issued many excellent editions of old MS. Chronicles &c. 

Members will also note with pleasure the annexation of large tracts of our Early English 
territory by the important German contingent under General Zupitza, Colonels Kolbing and 
Horstmann, volunteers Hausknecht, Einenkel, Haenisch, Kaluza, Hupe, Adam, Holthausen, 
Schick, &c. &c. Scandinavia has also sent us Prof. Erdmann ; Holland, Prof. H. Logeman, 
who is now working in Belgium ; France, Prof. Paul Meyer — with Gaston Paris as adviser ; 
— Italy, Prof. Lattanzi ; Hungary, Dr. von Fleischhacker ; while America is represented by 
Prof. Child, Dr. Mary Noyes Coivin, Profs. Mead, Perrin, McClintock, Triggs, &c. The sym- 
pathy, the ready help, which the Society's work has cald forth from the Continent and the 
United States, have been among the pleasantest experiences of the Society's life, a real aid 
and cheer amid all troubles and discouragements. All our Members are grateful for it, and 
recognise that the bond their work has woven between them and the lovers of language and 
antiquity across the seas is one of the most welcome results of the Society's efforts. 



ORIGINAL SERIES. 



Half the Publications for 1866 (13, 14, 15, 22) are out of print, but will be gradually 
reprinted. Subscribers who desire the issue for 1866 should send their guineas at once to the 
Hon. Secretary, in order that other Texts for 1866 may be sent to press. 

TTie Publications for 1864-1894 (one guinea each year, save those for 1866 now half 
out of print, two guineas) are : — 

1. Early English Alliterative Poems, ab. 1360 a.d., ed. Bev. Dr. R. Morris. 16«. 1864 

2. Arthur, ab. 1440, ed. P. J. PumivaU, M.A. 45. 

5. Lauder on the Dewtie of Eyngis, &o. , 1556, ed. F. Hall, D. C. L. 4s. , , 
4. Sir Oawayne and the Green Knight, ab. 1360, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. , , 

6. Hume's Orthographie and Oongruitie of the Britan Tongnie, ab. 1617, ed. H. B. Wheatlej'. 4«. 1865 

6. Lancelot of the Laik, ab. 1500, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. Ss. „ 

7. Oenesis ft Ezodui, ab. 1250, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 8«. ,, 

8. Horte Arthure, ab. 1440, ed. E. Brock. 7s. ,, 

9. Thyxme on Speght's ed. of Chaucer, a.d. 1599, ed. Dr. G. Kingsley and Dr. F. J. Fumivall. 10«. ,, 

10. Merlin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 2s. 6d. 

11. Lyndesay's Honarohe, &o. , 1552, Part I. , ed. J. Small, M. A. Ss. , , 

12. Wright's Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A. Is. 

13. Seinte Marherete, 1200-1380, ed. Rev. O. Cockayne : to be re-edited by Prof. Herford, M.A., Ph.D. 1866 

14. Ejrng Horn, Fl<nis and Blancheflour, ftc, ed. Rev. J. R. Lumby, B.D. ,, 

15. Political, Religious, and Love Poems, ed. F. J. Fumivall. ,, 

16. The Book of Quinte Essence, ab. 1460-70, ed. F. J. Fumivall. Is. [In print] ,, 

17. Parallel Extracts from 46 HSS. of Piers the Plowman, ed. Rev. W. "W. Skeat. Is. [In print. ] , , 

18. Hali Heidenhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. O. Cockayne. [In print.] ,, 

19. Lyndesay's Honarohe, ftc, Part II., ed. J. Small, M.A. 3«. 6d. [Inp^Hnt.^ ,, 

20. Hampole's English Prose Treatises, ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. 1«. llnprint.2 „ 

21. Herlin, Part II., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4«. [In print] ,, 

22. Partenay or Lusignen, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. ,, 

23. Dan Michel's Ayenbite of Inwyt, 1340, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. 6d. [In print.} 

24. Hymns to the Virgin and Christ ; the Parliament of Devils, &c. , ab. 1430, ed. F. J. Fumivall. [At Press. 1S67 

25. The Stacions of Rome, the Pilgrims' Sea-voyage, with Clone Maydenhod, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 1«. ,, 

26. Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from R. Thornton's MS. (ab. 1440), ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. 2s. , , 

27. Levins's Hanipulus Vocabulorum, a ryming Dictionary, 1570, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 12«. , , 

28. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman, 1362 a.d. ; Text A, Part I., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 6s. , , 

29. Old EngUsh HomiUes (ab. 1220-30 a.d.). Part I. Edited by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 7s. 

80. Pierce the Ploughmans Crede, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 2s. 

81. Hyro's Duties of a Parish Priest, in Verse, ab. 1420 a.d. , ed. E. Peacock. 4s. 1 SCS 

82. Early English Heals and Manners : the Boke of Norture of John Russell, the Bokes of Keruynge, 

Curtasye, and Demeanor, the Babees Book, TJrbanitatis, &c. , ed. F. J. Fumivall. 1 2«. 

83. The Knight de la Tour landry, ab. 1440 a.d. A Book for Daughters, ed. T. Wright, M. A . S«. 
34. Old English Homilies (before 1300 a.d.). Part II., ed. R. Morris, LL.D. 8*. 
85. Lyndesay's Works, Part III. : The Historic and Testament of Squyer Meldrum.^d: , 
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36. Merlin, Part III. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. On Arthurian Localities, by J. S. Stuart Glennie. 12<. 1869 

37. Sir David Lyndesay'B Works, Part IV., AneSatyre of the Three Estaits. Ed. F. Hall, D.C.L. 4«. ,, 

38. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman, Part II. Text B. Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. 10s. Gd. , , 
o9. Alliterative Eomance of the Destruction of Troy. Ed. D. Donaldson & G. A. Panton. Pt. I. 10*. 6d. „ 

40. English Gilds, their Statutes and Customs, 1389 a.d. Edit. Toulmin Smith and Lucy T. Smith, 

with an Essay on Gilds and Trades-Unions, by Dr. L. Brentano. 21«. 1870 

41. William Lauder's Minor IPoems. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 3«. ,, 

42. Bemardus De Gura Rei Famuliaris, Early Scottish Prophecies, &c. Ed. J. B. Lumby, M.A. 2«. ,, 

43. Eatis Baving, and other Moral and Religious Pieces. Ed. J. R. Lumby, M.A. 3s. ,, 
41. The Alliterative Bomance of Joseph of Arimathie, or The Holy Grail : from the Vernon MS. ; 

with W. de Worde's and Pynson's Lives of Joseph : ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 5*. 1S71 

45. King Alfred's West-Saxon Version of Qregorjr's Pastoral Care, edited from 2 MSS., with an 

English translation , by Henry Sweet, Esq. , B. A. , Balli ol College, Oxford. IJart I. 1 0«. „ 

46. Legends of the Holy Rood, Symbols of the Passion and Gross Poems, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. IDs. „ 

47. Sir David Lyndesay's Works, Part V., ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 8«. „ 

48. The Times' Whistle, and other Poems, by R. C, 1616 ; ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6«. „ 

49. An Old English Miscellany, containing a Bestiary, Kentish Sermons, Proverbs of Alfred, and 

Religious Poems of the 18th cent, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 10«. IS" 2 

50. King Alfired's West-Sax<m Version of Gregory's Pastoral Gare, ed. H. Sweet, M. A. Part II. lOs. , , 

51. The Life of St Juliana, 2 versions, a.d. 1230, with translations ; ed. T. O. Cockayne & E. Brock. 2«. ,, 

52. Palladius on Husbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 a.d.), ed. Rev. Barton Lodge, M.A. Part I. lOt. „ 
58. Old-English HomiUeB, Series II., and three Hymns to the Virgin and God, 18th-century, with 

the music to two of them, in old and modem notation ; ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 8«. 1S7S 

54. The Vision of Piers Plowman, Text C : Bichard the Eedeles (by William, the author of the Vision) 

and The Crowned King ; Part III. , ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 18«. „ 

55. Generydes, a Romance, ab. 1440 A.D., ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part I. Bs, „ 

56. The Gest Hystoriale of the Destruction of Tzoy, in alliterative verse ; ed. by D. Donaldson, Esq., 

and the late Rev. G. A. Panton. Part II. 10*. 6d. 1874 

57. The Early English Version of the " Gursor Hundi" ; in four Texts, edited by the Rev. R. Morris, 

M.A., LL.D. Part I, with 2 photolithographic facsimiles. 10«. 6d. ,, 

58. The Blickling Homilies, 971 a.t>., ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. Part I. Ss. ,, 

59. The '* Cursor Mundi," in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part II. 15a. 1875 

60. Heditacyuns on the Soper of our Lorde (by Robert of Brunne), edited by J. M. Cowper. 2«. 6d. ,, 

61. The Romance and Prophecies of Thomas of Eroeldoune, from 5 MSS. ; ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 10«. 6d. ,, 

62. The ' ' Cursor Mundi," in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. 15». 1876 
6S. The Blickling Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part II. 7s. „ 

64. Francis Thynne's Emhleames and Epigrams, a.d. 1600, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 7s. ,, 

65. Be Domes Dege (Bede's De Die Jtuiicii)^ dJrc, ed. J. R. Lumby, B.D. 2s. ,, 

66. The '• Cursor Hundi,*' in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part IV., with 2 autotypes. 10«. 1877 

67. Notes on Piers Plowman, by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. Part I. 21». ,, 

68. The "Cursor Hundi," in 4 Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part V. 25«. 1878 

69. Adam Davie's 5 Dreams about Edward IL, ftc., ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 5s. „ 

70. Generydes, a Romance, ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part II. 4«. ,, 

71. The Lay Folks Hass-Book, four texts, ed. Rev. Canon Simmons. 258. 1879 

72. Palladius on Husbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 a.d.). Part II. Ed. S. J. Herrtage, B. A. 15«. ,, 

73. The Blickling Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. 10s. IS80 

74. English Works of Wyclif, hitherto imprinted, ed. F. D. Matthew, Esq. 20«. ,, 

75. Gatholioon Anglicum, an early English Dictionary, from Lord Mor.son's MS. a.d. 1483, ed., witli 

Introduction & Notes, by S. J. Herrtage, B.A. ; and with a Preface by H. B. "Wheatley. 20*. 1881 

76. Aelfric's Uetrioal Lives of Saints, in MS. Cott Jul. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. Part I. lOs. ,, 

77. Beowulf, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 25a. 1882 

78. The Fifty Earliest English Wills, in the Court of Probate, 1387-1439, ed. by F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 7«. , , 

79. King Alfred's Orosius, from Lord ToUeraache's 9th century MS., Part I, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 13«. 1883 
Extra Volume. Facsimile oftheEpinal Glossary, 8th cent., ed. H. Sweet, M.A. lbs. ,, 
SO. The Early-English Life of St Eatherine and its Latin Original, ed. Dr. Einenkel. 12^. 1884 

81. Piers Plowman : Notes, Glossary, Ac. Part IV, completing the work, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. 18«. ,, 

82. Aelfric's Hetrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A., LL.D. Part II. 12». 18^5 
S3. The Oldest English Texts, Charters, &c., ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 20s. ,, 
84. Additional Analogs to • The Wright's Chaste Wife,' No. 12, by W. A. Clouston. Is. 1686 
S5. The Three Kings of Cologne. 2 English Texts, and 1 Latin, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 178. ,, 

86. Prose Lives of Women Saints, ab. 1610 a.d., ed. from the unique MS. by Dr. C. IJorstmann. 12j». 

87. Early English Verse Lives of Saints (earliest version), Laud MS. 108, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20«. 1 f 87 

88. Hy. Bradshaw's Life of St Werburghe (Pynson, 1521), ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 10a. 

89. Vices and Virtues, from the unique MS., ab. 1200 a.d. , ed. Dr. F. Holthausen. Part I. Ss. l sss 

90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Eule of St. Benet, interlinear Glosses, ed. Dr. H. Logeman. 12«. 

91. Two Fifteenth-Century Gookery-Books, ab. 1430-1450, edited by ^Ir. T. Austin. 10«. 

92. Eadwine's Canterbury Psalter, from the Trin. Cambr. MS., ab. 1150 a.d., ed. F. Harsley, B.A. Pt. 1. 12s. ISJ 9 

93. Defensor's Liber Scintillarum, edited from the MSS. by Ernest Rhodes, B. A. 125. 
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94. Aelfrio'8 Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7, Part III., ed. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. 12«. 1890 

95. The Old-English version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, re-edited by Dr. Thomas Miller. Part I. 18«. , , 
(With Reprints of No. 16, The Book of dointe Essence, and No. 26, B«ligious Pieces, from B. Thornton's MB.) 

96. The Old-English version of Bede's Ecclesiastical History, re-edited by Dr. Thomas Miller. Pt. II. 15«. 1891 

97. The Earliest English Prose Psalter, edited from its 2 MSS. by Dr. K. D. Buelbring. Part I. 15«. , , 

98. Minor Poems of the Vernon MS., Part I., ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20s. 1892 

99. Cursor Miindi. Part VI. Preface, Notes, and Glossary, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 10«. ,, 

100. Oapgrave's Life of St. Katharine, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann, with Forewords by Dr. Fumivall. 20«. 1893 

101. Cursor Mundi Part VII. Essay on the MSS., their Dialects, Ac, by Dr. H. Hupe. 10«. ,, 

102. Lanfranc's Oirurgie, ab. 1400 a.d., ed. Dr. R. von Fleischhacker. Part I. 20& 1894 

103. The Legend of the Cross, from a 12th century MS., &c., ed. Prof. A. S. Napier, M.A., Ph.D. 7<. 6d. ,, 

104. The Exeter Book (Anglo-Saxon Poems), re-edited from the unique MS. by I. Gollancz, M.A. Part 1. 20a. 1895 

105. The Piymer or Lay-Folk's Prayer-Book, Camb. Univ. MS., nb. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. 10«. ,, 

106. E. Misyn's lire of Love and Mending of Life, 1434, 1435, ed. Rev. R. Harvej', M.A. 15», 1896 

107. The English Conquest of Ireland, a.d. 1166-1185, 2 Texts, 1425, 1440, Pt. I., ed. Dr. Fumivall, 15«. „ 

108. Child-Marriages and -Divorces, Trothplights, ftc. Chester Depositions, 1561-6, ed. Dr. Fumivall. 12«. 1897 

109. Queen Elizabeth's Englishings of Boethius, Plutarch &c. ftc, ed. Miss Pemberton. 18s. ,, 

110. 1898 
111. 

112. 1899 



EXTBA SERIES. 

The Publications for 1867-1893 {one guiriea each year) are : — 

I. William of Paleme ; or, William and the Werwolf. Re-edited by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 18«. 1867 

II. Early English Pronunciation with especial Reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, by A. J. Ellis, 
F.RS. Parti. 10». 

III. Caxton'B Book of Curtesye, in Three Versions. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 5«. 1868 

IV. Havelokthe Dane. Re-edited by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 10«. „ 

V. Chaucer's Boethius. Edited from the two best MSS. by Rev. Dr. R. Morris 12*. „ 

VI. Chevelere Assigne. Re-edited from the unique MS. by H. H. Oibbs, Esq., M.A. S«. ,, 

VII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. Part II. 10«. 1869 

VIII. Queene EUzabethes Aohademy, &c. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. Essays on early Italian and German 
Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti and Dr. E. Oswald. 13«. ,, 

IX. Awdeley'sFratemitye of Vaoabondes, Barman's Caveat, &o. Ed. E. Viles t, F. J. Fumivall. 7<. 6(2. ,, 

X. Andrew Boorde's Introduction of Znowledge, 1647, Dyetary of Helth, 164S, Baznes in Defence of the 
Berde, 1542-3. Ed. F. J. Fumivall. 18«. 1870 

XI. Barbour's Bruce, Part I. Ed. from MSS. and editions, by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12*. ,, 

XII. England in Henry YIIL'b Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole & Lupset, by Thorn. Starkey, 
Chaplain to Henry VIII. Ed. J. M. Cowper. Part II. 12«. (Part I. is No. XXXII, 1878, St.) 1871 

XIII. A Supplieaoyon of the Beggers, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 a.d., ed. F. J. Fumivall; with A Suppli- 
cation to our Moste Soueraigne Lorde ; A Supplication of the Poore Commons ; and The Deoaye of 
England by the Great Multitude of Sheep, ed. by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6«. , , 

XIV. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part III. 10<. ,] 

XV. Robert Crowley's Thirty-One Epigrams, Voyce of the Last Trumpet, Way to Wealth, &c., a.d. 
1550-1, edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 12a. 1S72 

XVI. Chaucer's Treatise on the Astrolabe. Ed. Rev. "W. W. Skeat, M.A. 6«. ,, 

XVII. The Complajrnt of Scotlande, 1549 a.d., with 4 Tracts (1542-48), ed. Dr. Murray. Part I. 10«. , , 

XVIII. The Complaynt of Scotlande, 1549 a.d., ed. Dr. Murray. Part II. 8«. 1S73 

XIX. Cure Ladyes Myroure, a.d. 1530, ed. Rev. J. H. Blunt, M.A. 24«. ,, 

XX. JLonelich's History of the Holy Gnul (ab. 1460 a.d.), ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., Ph.D. Part I. 8«. 18*74 

XXI. Barbour's Bruce, Part II., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 4». 

XXII. Henry BrinkloVs Complaynt of Boderyck Mors (ab. 1542) : and The Lamentaoion of a Christian 
against the Citie of London, made by Roderigo Mors, a.d. 1545. Ed. J. M. Cowper. 9«. 

XXIII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, F.R.S. Part IV. 10«. 

XXIV. Lonelich'sHistoryoftheHolyCrail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., Ph.D. Partll. 10«. i^--, 

XXV. Guy of Warwick, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitza. Parti. 20*. 

XXVI. Guy of Warwick, 15th-century Version, ed. Prof. Zupitza. Part II. 14«. IsVc 

XXVII. Bp. Fisher's English Works (died 1535), ed. by Prof. J. E. B. Mayor. Part I, the Text. 16«. 

XXVIII. Lonelich'sHoly Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M.A., Ph.D. Part III. 10<, 1877 

XXIX. Barbour's Bruce. Part III., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 21s. 

XXX. LoneUch's Holy Grail, ed. F. J. Fumivall, M. A., Ph.D. Part IV. 15«. 1 srs 

XXXI. The Alliterative Romance of Alexander and Dindimus, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 6». 

XXXII. Starkey's" England in Henry Vni's time." Pt.I. Starkey's Life and Letters, ed.S. J. Hcrrtage. 8«. 

XXXIII. GestoRomanorum (englisht ab. 1440), ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 16«. 1879 

XXXIV. The Charlemagne Bomanoes :— 1. Sir Ferombras, from Ashm. Ma 83, ed.^. J. Herrtage. 16«. , 
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XXXY. OharleniAi^e Bomanoes :~2. The Sege off HeUyne, Sir Otaell, Ac., ed. B. J. Herrtage. 12«. 1880 

XXXVI. Charlemagne Romanoes:— 3. Lyf of Charles the Ghrete, Pt I., ed. S. J. Herrtage. 16<. ,, 

XXXVII. Charlemagne Bomanoes :— 4. Lyf of Charles the Grete, Pt II., ed. S. J. Herrtage. 15«. 18bl 

XXXVIII. Charlemagne Bomanoes :— 5. The Sowdone of Babylone, ed. Dr. Hausknecht. 15«. „ 

XXXIX. Charlemagne Bomanoes :— 6. Bauf Colyear, Boland, Otuel, Ac, ed. S. J. Herrtage, B.A. 15«. 1882 
XL. Charlemagne Bomanoes :— 7. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Bemers, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Fart I. 15«. ,, 
XLI. Charlemagne Bomanoes : — 8. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Bemers, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Pt. IL 15«. lb8S 
XLII. Guy of Warwick : 2 texts (Auchinleck MS. and Caius MS.), ed. Prof. Zupitza. Part I. 15«. „ 
XLIII. Charlemagne Bomanoes:— 9. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Bemers, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Ft. III. 15«. Ib84 
XLI V. Charlemagne Bomanoes :— 10. The Four Sons of Aymon, ed. Miss Octavia Richardson. Ft. I. 15«. ,, 
XL V. Charlemagne Bomanoes :— II. The Four Sons of Aymon, ed. Miss O. Bicbardson. Ft. II. 20«. 1885 
XLVL Sir Beyis of Hamton, from the Auchinleck and other MSS., ed. Prof. E. K5lbing, Ph.D. Fart I. 10<. ,, 
XLVII. The Wars of Alexander, ed, Bev. Prof. Skeat, Litt.D., LL.D. 20*. 1686 
XLVIII. Sir Bovis of Hamton, ed. Prof. B. K51bing, Ph.D. PartIL 10a. 

XLIX. Guy of Warwick, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Caius MSS.), Ft, II., ed. Prof. J. Zupitza, Ph.D. 15«. 1887 
L. Charlemagne Bomanoes :— 12. Huon of Burdeux, by Lord Bemers, ed. S. L. Lee, B.A. Part IV. 5a. „ 
LL Trarent of Portyngale, from the unique MS. in the Chetham Library, ed. E. Adam, Ph.D. 10a. ,, 

LIL Bullein's Dialogrue against the Feuer Pestilenoe, 1578 (ed. 1, 1564). Ed. M. ft A. H. Bullen. 10a. 1888 
LIII. Yioary's Anatomie of the Body of Man, 1648, ed, 1577, ed. F. J. ft Percy Furaivall. Fart I. 15a. ,, 
LIV. Gaxton's Englishing of Alain Chartier's Curial, ed. Dr. F. J. Furaivall ft Prof. P. Meyer. 5a. „ 

LV. Barbour's Bruce, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. Part IV. 5a. 1889 

LVI. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Pt. V., the present English Dialects. 25a. ,, 
LVII. Caxton'sEneydos, a.d. 1490, coll. with its French, ed. M. T. Culley, M. A. ft Dr. F. J. Furaivall. 13a. 1890 
LVIII. Caxton's Blanohardjrn ft Eglantine, c. 1489, extracts from ed. 1595, ft French, ed. Dr. L. Kellner. 17a. „ 
LIX. Guy of Warwick, 2 texts (Auchinleck and Caius MSS.), Part III., ed. Prof. J. Zupitza, Ph.D. 15a. li^91 
LX. Lydgate's Temple of Glass, re-edited from the MSS. by Dr. J. Schick. 15a. „ 

LXL Hoccleve's Minor Poems, I., from the Phillipps and Durham MSS., ed. F. J. Furaivall, Ph.D. 15a. 1892 
LXII. The Chester Plays, re-edited from the MSS. by the late Dr. Hermann Deimling. Part I. ICa. „ 

LXIII. Thomas a Kempis's De Imitatione Christi, englisht ab. 1440, ft 1502, ed. Prof. J. E. Ingram. 15a, 1893 
LXIV. Gaxton's Godfrey of Bolojrne, or Last Siege of Jerusalem, 1481, ed. Dr. Mary N. Colvin. 15a. „ 

LXV. Sir Bevis of Hamton, ed. Prof. E. Kolbing, Ph.D. Part IIL 15a. 1894 
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FOREWOEDS. 

What a blessing it was, in old Days of Eomance, for a Christian King, 
beset by Turks, to have a beautiful daughter ! Of course all the young 
Princes and knights of Christendom pictured to themselves the lovely girl 
in distress, about to be sacrificed to a Heathen brute, and they at once 
resolvd to go and fight for her father, and marry her. They thus kild two 
— ^nay, three — ^birds with one stone : first, they fought for the Faith, and 
saved their souls ; next, they got a chance of the girl ; and last, of her father's 
Kingdom. War, Love, and Sovereignty, — what could a man want more ? 

Here, surely, was a good subject for a story; and so thought the 
Frenchman — David Aubert, or some one else^ — who wrote the original of 
the englisht romance (Harl. 326, ab. 1500 a.d.) told in the following pages. 
It is not a stirring narrative, for it's after the time when men reaUy cared 
for fighting. In all the battles, no one is split in two ; no one has his head 
clean cut off at one swipe ; no one's back is broken ; no one's arm or leg 
even is chopt right off. All the old details of a combat are smotherd up in 
generalities. Folks' feeliugs and apprehensions are dwelt upon; and the 
repetitions are as frequent and as tedious as in Tory speeches against Home 
Eule. Still, the story is readable, and this it is in brief : — 

King Alfour of Sicily is invaded and half-conquerd by the Turks. He has 
a lovely daughter lolante. To help them, Prince Philip of France steals 
away incognito from Paris, and falls ill in Toledo. When well, he proceeds 
to Sicily with one of King Alfour's generals, Ferant, whom he rescues from 

^ " Several copies of this Romance* are in the Biblioth^ue Nationale, one of which 
(No. 6766) is described by Paulin Paris in Les Mamiscrits Francois, tome i. (1836), pp. 
106 — 108. This French MS was transcribed at Hesdin in 1463 by David Aubert, librarian 
to Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy. For an account of Aubert, see the description 
of vol. i. of Perceforest in Royal MS. 15. E. V. (under British and English Traditions), 
in the authorship of wliich romance he there (at f. 3) claims (p. 2) a share. It seems 
that he makes a similar claim in the MS of the * Conquestes du noble empereur Charle- 
maine' (see J. Marchal's Catalogue des MSS , . . de Bmtrgogn^, Brussels, tome ii. p. 291) ; 
and it is conjectured by Gaston Paris {Histoire po^tiqiie de Churlemagn£y 1865, p. 96) 
that the whole authorship of the present Romance may not improbably be ascribed to 
David Aubert."— H. Ward's Catalog, i. 782-3. 
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vi Forewords, 

the Turks, when taken in his first battle, and also captures King Ferabras of 
Persia. On seeing Princess lolante, Philip falls violently in love with her. 

Also to aid King Alfoiir, a joint expedition of French, Scotch and Eng- 
lish troops, led by Prince David of Scotland, sails for Sicily, but is repulst. 
Afterwards a storm wrecks the allied fleet, and Prince David is saved from 
his Turkish foes, only by the mercy of Orcays, the Sultan's son, who soon 
sets him free, and sends him to Ferant and Prince Philip. They fight often 
with the Turks, and win, as Philip and David hearten the downcast Sicilian 
troops. Prince David faUs in love with lolante too. 

Meantime, the third King's son, Prince Humphrey of England, steals 
away from England, also to help King Alfour. His ship is driven ashore at 
a Turkish town, and he is thrown into a dungeon. From this, he is freed by 
K. Ferabras of Persia, who has been temporarily releast by the Sicilians, and 
has promist to liberate Christian prisoners. By him, Prince Humphrey is 
enabled to join Prince Philip of France and Prince David of Scotland, and 
all three incognito,^ are servants of Ferant, and attend on Princess lolante, 
whom they all, of course, love. The Turkish prince, Orcays, who is taken 
prisoner, is also desperately in love with her. 

In one battle, Prince Philip is taken, and beaten till he bleeds, by the 
Sultan, but is rescued. At last the Sultan is slain. King Alfour — by the 
help of the Three Princes — recovers all his cities, drives out the Turks, and 
is made Emperor of Germany. 

War being over, the Three Princes go home, but return the next May as 
Kings — of France, England, and Scotland, — their fathers having died. 
They come back for the gi-and three-days' Tourney for the hand of Princess 
lolante. King Philip of France wins her ; and as the other kings have to 
be provided with wives, King Humphrey of England gives one of his 
beautiful sisters to King David of Scotland, and the other to the Sultan of 
Turkey ; while he himself weds the Sultan's lovely sister, who has followd 
her brother's example, and tumd Christian. There are grand wedding 
festivities; and the Emperor and Kings visit one another. King Philip 
gets Sicily after the Emperor's death. He and Kings Humphrey and 
David live happy with their wives, and have lots of fine children ; but 
Sultan Orcays dies soon, childless ; and his English widow comes back to 
England. 

For language, the text has not much interest — to me, at least. Finance^ 
for 'ransom' (p. 20/39, 93/13, <Src.); 'yngoodly' for excellent (p. 174/23), 

^ Prince Philip's incognito is * Le Despurveii ' till lolante changes it to * Le Sumome.' 
Prince David is * Athis,' and Prince Humphrey * Ector.' 

^ This word is also used thus in the Romance of Partenuy, 1. 1 853. 
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Forewords. vii 

* amegred ' = emaciated, Fr. amaigrir (p. 9/36) ; ' chapelet/ metaphorically 
(p. 25/1) ; 'ensured' = trained (p. 10/18), and a few other words are note- 
worthy : see Mr. Thomas Austin's Glossary, where some interesting inform- 
ation, glossing Thucydides (IV. 136), will be found on p. 123/3. But Dr. 
Xicon Kellner will deal with the Vocabulary, Syntax, sources, &c. in his In- 
troduction. He was to have edited the Text, — of which his Wife made an 
excellent copy for the Society, — but he was prevented by his revision of Dr. 
H. Morris's Historiecd English Accidence, I therefore had to take up The 
Three Kings* Sons, and here is Part I. Dr. Kellner has collated the English 
text with its French original in Paris, and hopes to give us Part II next 
year. Our knowledge of the existence of the English version is due to Mr. 
Henry Ward's admirable Catatogtie of the Romances in the British Mtiseum, 
one of the best bits of work that any member of the Museum staff has 
ever tumd out. 

F. J. FURNIVALL. 
3f St, Oeorge*8 Square, London, N. W., 
Saturday midnight, 9 Sept, 189S, 
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[ffarky 326, leaf 8. T^ »%A< tags to final f an«^ g are not printed]. 



A 



ftir the crucifiyng of cure lord Ihesu crisfc, and that the After ciirist's 
holy cristen feith was magnified and augmented in alle 
the Heaumes that at this day be cristened /and that 
were founde in oure holy feith by the Aposlells, and 
aftir by the holy doctoiires / that same feith of oure 
lord Ihe^ crist was so moche honoured and kepte that 
alle cristen Reaumes were in so cood tranquillite and pees, that and when 

r^ xi .1 -r 1 1 . .1 . . , all Christian 

8 there was no warre a-monge« them. H And in this tyme reigned a landu are at 
kynge in flfraunce, of right excellent and grete reco?«n:endactQn, 
whos name was Charles, and had weddid a right faire lady, charier the 
doughter to the kyng of Nauerne, which e for hir vertues was so France, weds 

12 moche biloued and honoured of alle maner people thorughout the Naveme. 
Eeaume, that more might no princesse be / The kynge and the 
Quene gonemed the Eeaume in suche loue, pees, and concord, that 
the laude & praise therof sounded and spred ouer alle the worlde, 

16 for neuer thei did nor suffred, to their power, no creature to haue 

wrong nor violence : and if any gentilman were disherite bi mys- Tiiey help 

r ., *i.i.T . nil men hi 

fortune or euil gouemaunce of his fadir, or were in any maner trouble, 
myseiy or trouble, thei wolde helpe and comfort hym, & do their 

20 deuoir to recouer hym ^his right, and suche honour as he was born C» leaf 8,bk.] 
vnto. And in like wise, if ther were any poure gentilwoman 
frendles / thei wold helpe to mary hir / and so did they by Mar- «nd poor 
chaunte« that were fallen in-to pouerte by Infortune : thei wold marry. 

2ireleue them / and so wele thei did, fat by their merites the grace 

of god so largely abounded in them that thei had a sone / wherof At last they 

have a son, 

thei were so ioifuli / that more they might not be ; and good cause 

had thei to be glad / for long it was or they had any / and at laste 

28 god sent them suche one as was bettir than any man can write of, 

aswele towarde^ god as to the world / and god had formed hym of the best pos- 
suche beaute, witte, trouthe and worthynes / and of alle condic/ons 



THREE KINGS SONS. 
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Prince Philip of France grows up Wise and Good. 



All the realm 
tliaiik God. 



The Prince 
Ir cliristend 
Philip. 



is well 
brought-up, 



P leaf 0] 



and grows 
wiser and 
better till he 
is 19. 



Now I turn 
to the King 
of Sicily. 



that to a kynges sone perteyne to haue, not only for to gouerne that 
Eeaume / but for to haue had al that part of the world vndir liis 
gouemaunce. Now may ye thynke wele / that at his birthe tlie 
kynge & the Quene, and alle the Reaume, were gretly reioised / and 4 
gave thankinges and preisyngcs to god, with general processions, 
doyng thorugh alle the Reanme as belongith to suche cas / and 
moche more were thei comfortid / that the Reaume shold be succeded 
by hym that came of that noble lyne / than of any othir cristen 8 
prince that they myght haue aftir the deth of their kynge. IT It is 
to thinke^ that childe was cristened as to a kynges sone bilongetli / 
and he was named Philip. II Of his norture & of his kepyng in 
his childhode / it is to thynke^ also that he was diligently kepte / 12 
and whan he was paste vij. yere age / he was putte in the handes of 
notable knyghte* / whiche were chosen by the kyng and his counsett 
for the most noble of the Reaume, bycause that by them he shulde 
be induced in alle good maners & cowdictons ; for at that tyme / the 16 
sones of kynges and of grete princes aftir that age were put in the 
handes of the moost notable knyghtes and worthi men / that the 
kynges or princes had in their lond / for bicause that the con- 
dicions of princes may many tymes auaile and helpe to the comon 20 
wele / and that princes wele condicioned may make and restore a 
desolat Reaume / and the contrary may put the moost noble and 
myghti Reaume in captyuyte & wrecchidnes. II Wherfore it befil 
that this yonge Philip, the kynges sone, was so wele & honorably 2i 
norisshed to god-ward and to the worlde / that alle thei of the 
Reaume, grete and litle, loued hym as moche as fadir myght loue 
the childe / and with aH: this was ^he the moost faire creature that 
any hert coude deuise / and the moost amyable persone to beholde / 28 
that they that beheld hym, consideryng the manor & condictons 
werwith he was enewred / coude neuer be satisfied in beholdyng 
hym, so moche thei desired it / and more and more multiplied and 
grewe in hym witte, trouth and curtesie / so long til he came to the 32 
age of xix. yere, in such perfecton as I haue tolde you / so moche 
bUoued and so moche honoured / that vnnethe was there any w^'t^yn 
the Reaume that coude be wele content without they had seyn hym 
su??ityme of the yere. U iN^ow shal I leue of a while to speke of 36 
hym til tyme shal be / and shal speke of the kyng of Syzile, whiche 
was at that tyme the next Reaume vnto the mysbileuers and 
enemyes of the feith / the whiche suffrid for the feith of Ihesu crist 
1 Bear in mind, remember. 
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K, Alfour of Sicily and his Q, SyhU have a lovely girl, loUmte. 

nioche peyne and duresse / he and alle tho of his Eeaume / yn-so- 
moche that they were brought to the vttirmost poynt of there 
destruccton / sauf that god sent them socours / like as ye may here 
4 ferther yn this present Boke. iiiumination: a wedding. ^ 



N 



■T"Ow seith the tale / that than was there a kyng yn that Kinpf Aifour 
Eeaume named Alfour, a valaunt knight, and gretely 



loued & dred god / and kepte his commaundemente^ as- 
8 ~ ^ moche as any prince might, and so shewed it wele ; for to 
sustene the feith / put he his body many ^tymes in auenture / and [» ie«f9.bk.] 
shedde his blode in diuerse batailles. II This kynge was to mary / 
and, — for to haue comfort and helpe ayenst the miscreaunte* / that (Jn order to 

12 night and day made him warre, aswele the Turke as othir/ holding jJ'^JJIJj,?** 
the dampnable feith of Machoumete, — had counsel! of his princes 
and Barons to aske to wif the doughter of the kyng of Spayne, named mVu for 
Sybille / And the kyng of Spayne was called Albors, and had to K* **^^P*'", 

1 6 wif the doughter of the kynge of Portyngale / and it was concluded k. Aibors), 
by the hole counsett of the Keaume / that in asmoche as the kynge 
of ffraunce had no doughter / that this was the moost myghty place 
for the kynge of Sizile to be alied with / to haue helpe and comfort 

20 for to sustene his warres. H Now then were notable messangei-s 
sent ibrth / and thei labored so that, by the kynge of Spayne, his 
doughter was agreed & yeuen to the kynge of Syzile ; wherof ati his 
Keaume was right ioifutt, and trusted by tho seide kynge of Spayne 

24 to be gretely socoured and holpen. H Now was this lady delyuerd 
to the Ambassatowrs, whiche brought hir in-to the Eeaume of Sizile, 
wher-as she was resceyued with fuUe giete honowr / the kynge 
maried hir with right grete ioie / and withyn litle while she was and weds her. 

28 with Childe / wherof the Eeaume was gretly reioised / abidyng the 
grace of god til it came to the tyme of .ix. monethes ende / that she 
was deliuerd / and had a doughter whiche was cristened and named s>>e buR a 

lovely eirl 

lolante. whiclie was in hir daies the fairest lady of the world / best loUmte, 
32 condictoned and the best biloued ; & not without cause / for in hir 
were all the noble vertues that might or ought to be comprised in 
so high a pryncesse / and to reherce ferihir .1. passe ouir / for I haue 
neithir witte nor tonge that suffiseth therto / ffor in hir tyme she 
36 passed in beaute and vertu ali that part of the worlde / for ati-tiiemoHt 
though the kynge hir ffadir were so good a prince & so valiaunt a Jj'»t p«rt^o( 
knyght / yit was the Eeaume more susteyned and aided by a hundird 
part for hir sake than for his, for the pite that eueri body had of 
40 the destruccion of such one as she was / And whan she came to 

6 2 
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4 King Alfour afterwards seeJcs help, and gets it for lolantes sake. 

the age of .xiiij. yere / hir renone was so grete that it spredde 
K. Aibors thorugh the worlde. And yif the kynge hir fFadir wold haue yeuen 
loiantetoa hir to the grete Turke for his eldest sone, he might hane had peas 



for hym and att his Eeaume ; but he wold in no wise he agreable 4 
therto, for he was so verry parfit goddys knyght, that he bad leuer 
and i« then so a diede / And thus eueri day encreasid his warres / and his losse 

warrd against . 

[1 leaf 10] grewe more and more; but vigorously, and ^as a valiaunt knygnt, 
he ditfendid his Reaume so long, til his tresour was nygh dispendid / 8 
and his Reaume at the poynt of perdicton, his noble men amen- 
thathehaa yssht be the warres, in-so-moche that he was fayn to sende to alle 

to ask lielp . Ill I • 

from all cristeu kynge^, to asserteyne hem what cas he was yn / requiryng 
kings. hem in the name of oure loide Ihesu criste / that, forto mayntene his 12 

holy feitli / tbey wold soeoure hym & helpe hym. II Now trewe it 
was that many notable knigbtes, that had no warres in the cristen 
Reaunies, disported them thorngh diuerse Reaumes / wherof many 
passid by the Reaume of Sizile / and whan thai vndirstcde the 16 
warres that were there / some of them contynued stille there / and 
some retowrned in-to their contrees / to abile them self for the warres 
French nnd whiche Were disDUiuaide there / wherof there were diuerse knyf]jhtes 

other knights ^ r,. /, Z ^ -^r. 

also beg for of ffraunce / aswele as of othir contrees / that were come out of the 20 

aid for Sicily, . . . . 

Reaume of Sizile / & euerich exorted gretly their kynge or prince, 
vndir whos obeisaunce thei were, to entreprynse the viage, & sliewed 
them the grete pite that was of the Reaume, & of that faire & good 
lady the kinges doughter / of whom eueri man seide more wele than 24 
othir / and for the pite & loue that many had of hir / thei abode ful 
long in the kynge6' seruice at their owne charge, for he was not of 
power to sowde them / the Reaume was so gretely empouerysht / 

Tthus for hir loue had he the seruice of many a noble knyght. 28 
Hies tidynges were opende & knowen thorugh aS cristendome 
to alle kyngtfs and prynces / yn so moche / that there was 
and the mat- daily grete speche therof yn euery Court, Sejng that the reaume of 
ai)ontatevei7 Sizile was uygh lost without any socours, whiche was to grete a 32 
pite that so valiaunt a prince / and so noble a Reaume, & so grete, 
so faire & so good a lady, shold so be destroied by the myscreaunte^, 
which was to grete a shame to ali cristen Reaumes, seeng the litle 
seruice they did to god, wherthorugh they dred that god wold 36 
vttirly be displesid / All thies thinges were often deuised in eueri 
Court / but for att that / was noon that adressed hem, neither to go 
nor to sende any socours. H ye haue herde here-to-fore the maner 
& condicions of Philip the sone of the kynge of ffraunce / that was 40 
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The French King, Charles, objects to help King Alfour, 5 

the yong man of the worlde that moost loued & dred god. This 

viaj?e of Sizile herd he often spoken of, and many tymes wolde he Pnnoe Phnip 

° -11 urges his 

speke to his ffadir, and nieue him as ferre as he durst, to sende som fet»>er, k. 

^ ' ' Charles, 

4 socours to this poure kyng of Sizile / and besought hym to be ware **J^®',PjJ5^'® * 
of goddes di.-jpleasir, ^remembryng the grete wele / god had yeuen ^»<^"y- 
hym / the Reaume, & the grete possession that he helde / the tran- 
quillite and peas that was in his Reaume / and he to do no thyng 
8 in the seruice of hym that had yeuen him alt that / and though 
there were noon othir thinge but pite / that aught to meue eueri 
prince to the, socours of so honorable a kynge and so faire a lady. 
Thus many tymes & ofte the right noble sone of the kynge of 

12 ffrauTice amonested his fadir, & so long fat fe kynge was con- 
streyned to answere him, seyng thiese wordes / "my sone, .1. 
knowe wele / that in this that ye exorte me to do socours to the 
kyng of Sizile, cometh of an high and a noble corage, wherof I am 

16 right glad & wele content / but y must remembre agein the charge BatK. 
of this Reaume, the payne and trauaile that .1. haue had, and haue, makes ex- 

cuses: 

to kepe & mayntene it in good peas / for many grete prynces & 
lordea holde of me / that somtyme by enuy and presumpc/on 
20 wold rebelle and reise werro / wherby the Reaume shold gretly it wonia in- 

1 •^ © J jure France, 

be empeired / but by grete iustise that y haue alwey kepte, & euer 
shal to my power, wherfore it neue?* yit bifelle so, ne neuer shall, 
yif god be pleasid. And be sure I haue remembrid this matier ful 

24 ofte, and fayn wold do suche seruice as might be to god agreable / 
but I wote not how, for yif .1. shold sende any of my blode / the 
remenaunt that be of estate wold haue enuy ther-ate / and othir stir up envy 
kynges and princes that wold go vndir me wold not go vndir them / noWes, 

28 & thus the seruice that y 8hol[d] do to god might litil profit or 
nought / And yif y shold go in myn oune persone / the Reaume that 
god hath yeue me to kepe shold be without a gouemowr / for ye be 
but yonge yet / and thus at my comyng ageyn / yif euer it pleased 

32 god I shold retowme, I might lightly fynde my Reaume empeired 
and divided in such maner that it might be grete damage to vs 
bothe, & to the comon wele / wherof we sholde come to late to 
repentaunce. And yif y sholde sende you forth / take hede hou 

36 other kyng/?5 and princes wold be content to go vndir you & in 
yowr company / but rathir might growe enuy / wherof might falle to 
you such mysauenture / that y had leuer god sende me the dethe / risk the 
ye knowe wele that in you is att my trust / and the only comfort of ""^ ' 

40 this Reiiume, and for this y wol that ye haue no lenger hope nor 
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6 King Charles will not help the King of Sicily, No one else does. 

desire to go, nor entreprynse this viage / for and I knewe any maa 

withyn my Reaume, were he neuer so gret, that wold yeue you any 

p leaf II] counseli or ^comfort theryn, he sholde dye for it, as he that wele 

had descmed it, for he shold take out of this Reaume the grace 4 
that god hath yeuen vs / that is, to haue an heire male aftir my 
and if he was daies, whiche is ynough to the pleasir of all the Reaume / By whos 

kild, France ./ o xr i j 

would be losse this Reaume sholde be more desolate / then that of Sizile ; not 

more desolate ' ' 

tiion Sicily, "by the euuemyes of the feithe, but be enuy & warre of grete 8 
princes marchers vnto this Reaume, whiche thinge may lightly by- 
falle for lakke of Justice and good gouemaunce. But y trust yn 
god that, of his grace, aftir my daies ye shall guyde this Reaume as 
wele as y haue don, & better / if it please hyni to yeue you lif, 12 
whiche is the thyng in the worlde that y moost desire / therfore, 
yif ye haue had any desire a-fore this to take on you that viage, 
lete it passe out of yowr mynde / for my hert can neuer be agreable 

TiieKinjfof therto / ye se also othir cristen princes, in especial! tKe kynge of 16 

not help his Spayue, whos doughter the kynge of Sizile hath maried, in trust to 
haue helpe & comfort of hym / yit y can not vndirstonde that he is 
any thyng comforted by hym. Beholde o that othir side, The 
kyng of Inglond hath a sone, right wele condictoned as men say / 20 
and of age to entreprynse suche auentures / & he hath .ij. faire 
dpughters, wherby he is comforted that the Reaume shalt not out 

nor does the of the lyue / & he knoweth thies tidyngea aswele as y do / yit can 

KingofEng- ^ / ^ o ./ / ,/ 

lund y here no worde that he any thynge pwruaieth to the socours of the 24 

kynge of Sizile / Beholde / ferther, the kynge of Scottes, that hath 
.iij. sones, wherof / one is in the age of Armes, wele norisshed & 
condicioned, as y vndirstonde / & wele may ye wite that he hath 

or the King thies tidyuges aswele as othir / and he doth nothynge ther-to, and 28 
yet is he the kynge that hath leste excuse, sith he hath .iij. sones, 
as it is saide / and yif he wold sende forth one of them / and sende 
vnto the kynge of Inglonde and to me / y wote wele that for to do 
seruice vnto god / ther is noon of vs two but wolde aide therto 32 

or the Em- vuto oure power. Se ferther, also the Emperowr, that sholde be 
the verry trewe defence of the Churche, & sustenaunce / and the 
right arme that aught to be defender / and y can here no thyng 
that he doth to the socours, helpe or comfort of the kyng of Sizile. 36 
Then I, that am ferre from the marches, & of noon acquey[n]taunce 
nor alliaunce, shold be the first premeuer or exorter to enterprynse 

or any Ger- the viaffc, it accordeth not. Beholde thorugh all almayne, where as 

yiin i. n prince. «_> w 

SO many grete princes be, whiche of theym presenteth hem forward / 40 



peror. 
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K. Charles gives his Son Philip an evasive Answer. 7 

whan I fynde any that ^this Viage wol take vpon theym, & they p if.ii,bk.] 
sende to me, seurely y shal do seriiice to god to ray power ; but tyl move j^. 
that tyme I wol not entremete me ther-with." ^ This yonge win drwfli* 

4 Philippe, vndirstondyng the wordes of his ffadir, consideryng ' *' 
that they were resonable, dredyng his displeasir, answerd hym 
litil, seyng al sobrely / " My lord, y know well youre causes be Prince pwiip 
good & resonable / but and eueri Prynce be of that opinion / the fatiwr'a ob- 
8 socours ys like to come to late to the good kynge of Sizile. Where 
nedith to be sought a gretter prynce or a better gouernour than he 
is / yif it pleased yottr grace to sende him of youre f olkys. and and urges 
yif ye thmke ther sholde growe any enuy to sende them m the k. Aifour. 

12 conduyt of a grete lorde / put hem then in the gouernaunce of 
knyghtea, suche as be notable, & preued wise and worthy; and 
yeue them in charge to do what the kynge wil co9?imaunde them / 
and thus shal thei be sure of a good Capteyne / And than shal 

16 there be no cristen prynce but that may and aught to make of you 
his mirrowr & example to do as ye haue don, to fe wele of att 
cristendome, wherof the honour shold be doubled in you, yn- 
asmoche as ye were the first meuer & begynner therof." 

20 f I iHe kynge, consideryng the wordes of his sone, thought hem K.charies 
trewe <fe right honorable / al-though he had no wille therto / off: 
yit answerd hym thus : " my sone, youre seyng is good and 
laudable, & I wol remembre it / and take auyse vpon your exorta- JJf»J»j2iut 

24 cton.*' The right noble sone of the kynge was wise, and knewe it. 
anoon / that this was but a meane to be delyuerd of hym, & that 
he had no wille to entende to this matter ; & thus moornyng, pensif Prfnce Phiup 
and right soroufult, he departed fro hym / & went to his chambre, fag/ 

28 where-as were many noble folke«; and he wiihdrewe hym in-to to ws room, 
an Inner chambre with suche as pleasid hym / and made one rede 
holy stories and lyues of Seynte«, seruaunte« to the cristen feith / 
wher-by he sawe the paynes and trauailes that the holy Apostells 

32 and Martirs had sofred to gete the perdurable glorie. Sone aftir he 
went ayen in-to his Chambre, where-as he founde many yonge 
lorded, sonys to the grete princes and grete lordes of the Reaume / 
that had be brought vp of childhode with hym, whiche caused 

36 bitwene him and them a verry naturel loue ; and they exorted hym where Ws 
to speke to the kynge for this Viage of Sizue, whiche they knewe m-Ke the 

-i.-ioin- Sicilian enter- 

for trouthe that ouir alle thynge he desired; & gladly eueri man prise on him. 
meueth his maister of suche matiers as moost may please hym / 
40 Also eche of ^ theym was of the age to here Armes / and ouir ali P leaf i2] 



T 
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8 Prince Philip resolves on helping K. Alfaivr of Sicily, 

thjTig desired to be at that viage / and often saide to their maister / 
" yif ye myghte haue this viage, ye shold haue al the sute of the 
world / for eueri man wold be ioifutt to put hym vndir you. Ector 
of Troie nor Alisaundre had neuer the renome that ye shold haue 4 

Prince aftir yoMF dethe " / This yong philippe, heryng dayly thies wordes, 

little, knowyng the kynges pleasir contrary, answerd lesse than he was 

wont to do, wherof they that spake to hym of fe matier were 
abasshed, & thouglit in hem self that he was not so bote ther-yn as 8 
he had ben bifore / but for trouthe he was more ardaunt in his 
mynde than euir he was. Thus euerichon departid, for it was tynie 

but in bed to go to slepe. This yong prince beyng in his bedde, contynuelly 

thinkyng on the wordes; that he had hadde with his ffadir / aftir 12 
came him to remembraunce the stories he hadde herd redde a litle 
bifore his going to bedde / callyng to mynde also / the paynes that 

reflects on the be in this world / hou myghti a kyng someuer he be, here hath he 

vanity of f ^r o ^ o 

earthiyKiory.no surete in noon ertlily thyng / but only of the kyngdom of 16 
heuen, that neuer hath fyne / thus he debated in him self, seyng 
thies wordes / " A, verray god ! y may do the no seruice / I haue 
the wille, but I haue not the power / I remembre the paynes / 
the seynte« of whom I rede to day endured to come to thy Reaume. 20 
Alas ! y had neue?- payn for the / but all wele and glorie / hou may 
y than acheue that crowne without ende / I am of thy grace 
abidyng on that is erthly / whiche right sone y may lese / for 
dethe shal make the departyng ; & than shaii 1 haue no more 24 
possessioune nor part yn erthe than the porest in this Reaume; 
wele cured were I, yif y might make a chaunge of that crowne that 
is morteti, for that whiche ys ymmortett. So y pray the, very god, 
He derfre* to Jyat of tliy grace thou wilt helpe me, though y may not nowe / that 28 
God'8 service, here-aftir this Reaume and I may be emploied in thy seruice." 
After, he tomed hym in his bedde, and said in this wise : " what 
seruice may y do / y haue no power but of myn only body, that 
neuer sawe no thyng, ne wote not what it is of Armes / ner neuer 32 
sawe company assembled. . y am yong & but a childe ; what seruyce 
and to work, may .1. than do to god 1 " / than seide he ageyn, " A, good lord / 
sainte, alone, tho that y redde of to-day, that sought the Reaume of heuen / ne 

did it not in grete company, but only with their owne propre 36 
bodies. It were they that sought the very parfit glorie, and god 
p if.i2,bk.] was suffised with the desertes of their owne bodies / wherfore alle 
to^^^ thynges ^considered, y shaH put forth my body / and renounce alt 
to uie Crown, the successiowu fat in this world may befalle me, and for his sake 40 
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Pririce Philip leaves Paris, and rides to Spain, 9 

promyse we't/i good hert to go vnto the seruice of the kyng of 
Sizile / and neuer to departe til the warres be ended / or ellis y and fight for 
shali dye yn tlie defence of his reaume " / and thus vttirlj'- con- "^ ^ 
4 cludid Phelip to departe, & to abandounc the Keaume and ati his 
frendes / thynkyng yn hym self / hou to conduyte this matier 
that no lyving creature shold haue knowlage therof / ffor wele 
wist he that there was nonian in alle the Reaume, and he knewe it / 
8 that durst concele it fro the kynge ; for he was sure / and they did 
othirwise / they shold die; and therfore determyned he yn alle 
poyntea to entrepyise this viage without discoueryng of his entent 
to any lyving creature / considering wele that he had not ben 

12 accostomed to be alone / and that it shold be to hym right straunge / 
neuirtheles, for the loue of oure lord, he determyned to suffre & 
here paciently all paynes and troubles that he wolde sende hym. 
In this determynaczbn & purpose contynued. Phelip the space of a 

16 Moneth and more / thinkyng on that besinesse / and did so that he He collects 
pwruaide hym of money y-nough to fynde hym .v. or vj. yere / 
trusty ng withyn that terme to fynde some good auenture / So it 
befel that on a Monday at night, the mone shone faire and clere, leaves Paria 

20 and he departid out of Paris ; and this was the xxij'? day of ffeuyrer/ Feb. 22. wh'en 
And his age was than xxv. yere / and at his departyng, he verrily 
promysed in his myhde neuer to be knowen what he was, til the 
warres were ffynysshed / and bettir for to couer hym self / he 

24 chaunged his name / & concludid to calle hym self " le despurucu " / and ciiange* 
and passed so forth / & thought wele that whan his goyng was 'Lepetpw 
knowen, that ouir alt the marches men sholde seke hym, and in 
especial! vpone the marches of Sizile, for this that many folkes 

28 had knowen his desire thiderward ; & therfore he avised hym 
not to go that way, but rather drewe hym to the Eeaume of 
Spayne ; for he thought / yn-asmoche as the kynge of Sizile had 
maryed f e kynge of Spaynes doughtir, there he sholde here more 

32 certeyn tidynge« fan in any othir Reaume / So rode he forth the He rides fast 
streight way towarde Spayne / yn so grete haste that he rode more 
in one day / than any of the best ryders the kynge his ffadir had / 
did in two / and rode so forth, aH-wey vnknowen, so long tyme til 

36 he came to Spayne / so sore chaunged & amegred that vnnethe any 
man myght him knowe / for he had not the lif / he had ben 
accostomed to / where-thorugh, yif god of his grace had not ^the [Meafis] 
better comforted & holpen him / he had neuer departed out of 

40 Spayne alyue / alweis, what payne and trauaile so euer he had, he 
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10 Prince Philip falls ill for 6 Months in Toledo. 

and reachea toke it in pacience, for the loue of god. So fortuned hym to come 
where k.Ai- to a Cite was named Towlette / where-as the kynge was / And 

bonis. ' JO/ 

for-asmoche as he thought there were ioXkes a-houte the kynge of 
alle nacions, as wele of ffraunce as of othir / and perauenture suche 4 
as might lyghtly knowe hym / it thought hym good to fynde some 
secrete loggyng where-as he shold not he often seyen / and so, hy 
He lodges the meauc of a gentilman that he metto hy the way / he was loggid 
ge««. in the hous of a nohle Burgeis, one of the moost riche of the 8 

Towne / whiche had weddid the Aunt of that same gentilman / at 
whos request they loggid hym right wele, and made hym right good 
and caiiii chere / which felle wele for le Desp?/rueu ; for thei were good and 
j)e$p»rveu: notable folke«, & had a sone & a doughter of nght grete and 12 
notable reco9»mendacton, faire persones of good condicions, & wele 
and honorably norisshed / & withyn litle while that the Despwrueu 
had ben there, the loued hym as their owne sone / & the sone & 
the doughter loued hym as their brother. And to the sone of the 16 
hous taught he such thyngea of honour, that folkes meruailed to se 
hym so wele ensured / And the doughter taught he to syng / to 
harpe, & to play at the chesse, and all such goodly th[y]nge« as 
bilonge to a gentilwoman of honour. H Now felle it so / that 20 
while he was in this reste aftir his grete trauaile, whiche he was 
He fulls very not accustomed to / bifelle hym a grete sikenesse, that alle tho that 
sawe him iuged in hym no thyng but dethe / and durid in hym 
and Is in bed more than half a yere / so that he might neuer rise of his bedde, 24 
' whereby he was so moche empeired / that, & he had ben in the 
presence of his jQTadir / he coude not know hym / and moche more 
greued hym his sekenesse / for it taried hym fro the seruice of god / 
than for any payne that he endured / but our lorde, in whos 28 
kcpyng he had put hym, Avhiche wold not refuse his seruice / made 
hym to haue that sikenes / for othir wise might he neuer accom- 
plissh his desire vnknowen / there was so grete serche for hym yn 
eueri cristen Reaume / for so grete sorowe was neuer seyn in no 32 
contre as was for his departyng, thorughout alle jQTraunce. [lUum. is. bk.] 
The Tuesday f^ ■ ^Hc tuysday in the momyng, aftir the departyng of the 
PriMce"^hiifp I kyuges souc, came lorde«, knyghtes and squyers, as they 



T 



* ■ were accustomed to be at the risyng of their maister, & 36 
founde not yit opyn J>e chamber dore ; for on the nyght 
afore had he made alle the fulke^ to avoide, as wele his chambrelayn 
as othir, seyng that he wold be that nyght alone / whereby they 
supposed that he had som lady or lentil woman there / that he wolde 40 

i 
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Priiice Philip's going is discovered. K, Charles moums. 11 

not haue knowen. Thus they alle retoume<J ageyn in the mornyng 
to his Chamhre dore, and there awated right longe, & durst make 
no noyse, for displeasir, tiil it was the houre of noone / meruailyng 
4 grettly that he was not stiryng, for he was not accustomed to be in 
his bedde at that tyme. So concluded they that the Chambrelayn 
shold? knokke at the dore / whiche he did all ferefully / but noon the chamber- 
answerd hym, wherof they meruailed gretly / and bode ther soatlusioorj 
8 long / that it passed two of the clokke / then worde came to the 
kynge therof, whiche meruailed gretly, and forthwith went in-to the 
grete chambre of his sones / and founde there many lordes, knyghtea 
and Squyers, that awaited on hym / of whom he axed " what may 

12 this be" / and they tolde hym the trouthe / wherof he was gretly 
abasshed, for neuer bifore had he founde his sone of suche demean- 
yng. So he went to the dore, and knokkedf so loude as tough he m does Kin? 
sholde liaue brokyn vp ^the dore / but no body answerd hym / [n^fH] 

16 whereof he toke grete displeasir, and made the dore to be broken They break 
vp / and fonde the Chambre al redy, and the bedde made / and no and^filld the 
body theryn ; wherof the kynge was sore ameruailed / & made to ^*" "** ^* 
seche hym ouir all / but noon coude here of hym ) than sent he to 

20 the stabells, & fond that the best smali hors that he had was goon / but tiie best 
that was the kynge plainly assured that he was not in the toune. tiif stable.^ 
And wele knewe he that his sone was not departed in this maner 
to come sone ageyn / wherfore he toke suche sorowe that he felle in 

24 a sowne / and at last, whan he was releued ageyn / he made tlie 
moost pitous regrettc* that any man might make / " Alas," quoth 
he, " my dere sone / what haue I forfete vnto you 1 / ye haue put me 
to dethe without desert / for y haue loued you more than my self / 

28 ye were my ioie, my recomfort, and myn esperaunce / Alas / ail this 
haue ye taken fro me / fat am yowr ffadir, & by this meane shal 
abregge my lif / I was he pat more gladly wolde haue died to 
haue lenghthid youre lif, than to haue lyued by youre dethe ; my 

32 trust was, that god had geue you vnto me for my grete ioie / but y 
se wele ye are come in-to this world for to abregge my dales / wold 
god y had agreed to youre request / touchinge the viage of Sizile / k. charies 
yn-to whiche place I thinke wele ye be gon / but ye be so dis- he refuBed to 

36 puruaide / that y thinke ye shal neuer perfourme half way, ^ siciiy. 
seyng yot^r sof te & tendre norisshyng / Alas, my fvendes ! helpe to 
comfort a discomfortid / that calleth hym self at this day the 
moost wrecchid kynge that leuyth. Alas, my wiff ! whan ye shal 

40 knowe thies tidyngis, .1. haue grete drede hou ye shal here the 
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grete paynes that youre hert sliaH suffre / Now y requyre you, 
my frendes, enquere ouir all, yif any lyuyng creatwre be goii 
vfiHi liyni / for than shold iny soroufuH hert be in the lesse 
dispeire" / 4 

The Queen m yE may thinke that whan the tidinge^ came to the Ouene, she 

of France %/,, , ,,,.. ,, , 

ifrieves for w had as moche sorowe / as the hert of any modre sholde haue 

the I088 of I 111 1 

her son. JL that had lost suche a sone / for there was no lynyng body 

that might reconifort hir / Hir sorow & hir compleint was more 8 
than y can deuise you. The kinge, and she, that gladly and by 
naturall reson shold coiiiforte eche one othir / they might vnnethes 
opyn their mowthes, but as folkes ded & transitory. In like wise 
was the sorow so grete of alk suche as were there / for they entendid 12 

[Mf. 14, bk.] neither the kynge, neither ^the Quene, but rente their here, & 
made vnmesurable sorow, as folke* vtterly dispeired / The tiding^s 
spred ouir all the Cite of Parys : there might ye here brayug & 
cryyng in al )>e cite of all maner of folkes, grete & smale / there is 16 
no man that can recorde the sorow that the Cite made / for they 
might no more make, though thei had lost on o day alle the frendes 
thei had / In like ^vise felle it thorough aH: the Eeaume of flfraunce / 
for ther was neuer noon erthly man more biloued than was this 20 
yonge Phelip, the kynged sone / not only in the Keaume of 
ffraunce, but in alle othir Keaumes that marched ther-to / whiche, 
whan thei herd the losse of this childe, thei made meruailous sorow / 
And wite for trouthe, that in the Eeaume of ffraunce was lost at 24 

The King is that houre an ioie, whiche dured bs longe as his sorowf uti ffadir 

never after ' '^ ^ 

glad. lyued / for neuer aftir sawe he the thinge in the worlde that he 

moost loued / that was, his right dere sone, whiche was grete cause 
of shortnyng of his lif / ffor aftir his sones depa?'tynge, coude he 28 
neuer here tidynges of hym / for no serche he coude make. H Kow 

wiijie Prince seith the tale / that while Phelip lay thus seke in his bed at Tow- 

PhiUp 18 sick ' ^ '' 

his hurt's' ^^^^ / ff^^^ fflorentyne, the daughter of his hoste, & hir brothir 

FioreiTune I^lin, oftcntymes wolde yisite hym, and telle him the tidyngea of 32 

teif him how *^^ Rcaumc of fiFrauuce, how the kynges sone was lost / the renome 

from Prance. ^^^ was of hym / the sorow that was for his loue. but, fynally, he 

neuer made semblaunt / that it touched him in any thynge. H So 

long contynued this terme, that it was passed half a yere sith he 36 

departed out of fiFraunce, in somoch that the speche was alle lefte / 

and put yn forge tyng, of the losse of the kynges sone / at whiche 

He recovers, tyme he was in recoueryng, by the helpe of his good hoste and 

hostesse and their childre / and by tliai tyme was he al-most oute 40 
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of the drede of knowlage, by length of tyme and his grete sikenes. The Great 
IT !N"ow att this tynie contynueJ the warres of Sizile : for the crete Ferabrwof* 

J 'i ' o Persia Biibduo 

Turke and his brother fferrabras, kynge of Peerce, contynuelly half siciiy. 
4 enforced them to conquere the Reaume, whiche was by that tyme 
more than half conquered / whereby the kynge of Sizile was con- 
streyned to sende to alle cristen princes for socours, takyng god to 
witnesse that, and that Reaume were towrned to the mysbeleue / it 
8 was for lak of pite & helpe of theym, for wiihoxit socours it was not yn 
his power to kepe it lenger / than such a day as he apointed by his 
writyng. H Thus sent he notable ^knyghtes, bothe to the Pope p leaf i5] 
and to alle other Reaumes / amonsj whiche he sent vnto the kynge k. Aifour 

1 2 of Spayne one of the moost notable knyght(?a of his Reaume / to ask ueip 
whiche was named fPerant / and was his SenesshaH. and he had a boraof spain. 
Brother, right a valiaunt man / whiche had in gouernaunce part of 
the frontiers ayenst the ennemyes of the feith / and right honourably 

16 demeaned hym there. U Now fferant depa?'ted out of Sizile yn-to 
Spayn, and spede so wele his iourneis that he came to Towlette, 
where-as he founde the kynge, whiche resceyued hym with right 
grete honour, & loggid there as the Despwrueu was, that by than 

20 was wele recouerd. & whan he knewe the cause of fferantcd comyng / 
it reioised hym more than all the goold in Spayne coude haue done / 
trusty ng to become his seruant / and to go with hym in-to Sizile / 
than felle he in acqueytaunce ^y^{h his folkes / wliiclie had so grete 

24 loue vnto hym, for the grete weles tliat they sawe in hym / that they prince piiiup 
brought hym in acqueyntance with their maister, whiche was right leraut, 
glad of his company, ffor so wele demeaned hym, le Desp?/rueu, to 
fferant / and alle his men / that he was gretly desired of tliem alle to go 

28 in-to Sizile with them / But ouir alle othir, Herant desired hym moost / 
wlierof le Despwrueu was as glad as any man might be / iov it was the 
thynge yn the erthe that he moost desired. Tims is the Despwrueu 
be-lefte vfith fPerant / thinkyng verrily to vse part of his youth yn 

32 the warres for the loue of god. IT Now seith the tale, that fiferant 
bode at the Cite of Towlette til that he sawe wele his abidyng there 
might litil p?'ofit his maister / for he sped in substau?ice nothing that 
he came for / wherfore he toke his leue of the kynge, & retowrned in- and leaves 

36 to Sizile / and le Despz^rueu, his newe se?n]aunt, With hym / for whos him, na his 

servant 

departyng / his hoste & his hostesse toke asmoche sorow as, and he had 
be their sone / and cursed the houre that the knyght of Sizile came in- 
to that contre / thus departed fferant the Senesshalt, right sorowfull 
40 of that he hath no better spedde, & emploiede his iouiney / til that 
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[1 If. 15, bk.] 



Perant and 
Priiice Itiilip 
readi Taprej 
intHdlj. 



K. FenibrM, 
the Hiiltaii't 
bnitli«fr, is 
at FiumU, 4 
leaguwoll^ 



with i 
meti, to Ta- 
prqr. 



Fenrnt will 
iiHtattacIc 
tliem. 



They reach Sicily ^ and the HeatJien Hod wpprocuch them, 

he approched the Reaume of Sizile, auisyng alwey his Dewe s^- 
uaunt / consideiyng withyn hyni self / his pei-sone, his beaute / his 
mauer, his humbles / wherof he was moche anieruailed / for he 
wende not that yu the body of any one man might liaue ben so 4 
many yertues to-gedir / So thought he wele / that if he had as 
moche worthyuesse and prowes as he had peiesoue & maner, he shold 
be the moost perfit thinge that euer god made sith tynie of his 
passiofi. IT And yit att ^were it that he were not valiaunt yn 8 
armes, yit were he worthy to seme any kynge, for it is litle seen 
tliat alle vertues be complete in one man. Thus rode they forth so 
longe til he entred in-to the Reaume of Sizile / and logged hym the 
first night in a Towne called Taprey, of the whiche, Olyuer, brother 12 
to £ferant, was Captayne / and for the moost part was abidyng ther / 
fferabiace, brother to the Soudan, was yu an other Towne but .iiij. 
leeges thens / that was named / ffoundey, whiche he had co^^quered 
vpon the kyng of Sizile / fferant was trauailed & wcry, & purposed 16 
to rest hym ther with his brother a seuenigiit or a fourtnight / And 
sone after he was come / the tidyngeir were knowen to ^embrace, 
kyng of Perce / whiche seide to his folke^, " It were il don of vs yif i 
we went not to se fferant that is retoumed fro Sp«iyn / and he is wet^ 20 I 
his br«>ther, cure neighbore / & so, if we might take any prisoner, we 
shold knowe of alle their tidynge^ / fierant is a valiant knyght, y 
doute not / if he reste longe vnsought of vs, wtt/^-oute he haue the 
gretter besinesse he woti come bifore vs / wherfore it shalbe good for 24 
vs to go thidir to-morow. To this counseile, accorde alia they that 
were with hym / for the ceason was faire & plesaunt / It was than | 
yn the eutre of Aprile / thus as they concluded, they did / for full 
eriy in the morue they departed from that place wit£ a ij. Mt. 98 
feighters, holdyng their wey streight to the place where as fferant 
and his brother were / and whan thei were nygh there / they 
departed in two : yn the tain part / was kynge fferabraco / and the ' 
tothir was a nigh kynnesman of his / when the warte espied the 32 
fforeriders, he blewe a Trompet / and fEeraunt rose vp / & went to 
the yate, where as he fo2^nde his brother all redi, to whom he seide / 
" Brothir, this course is made for me / and for to take som of oure 
folke^ to knewe of my tidynges ; but, y pray you, lete no man go 36 
oute / for y knowe for trouthe that he hath moche people / and ye 
haue not in this Towne passed v. or vj. hundred feightyngmen / 
and therfore lete them be, for the entreprise of enemyes is euer 
vnprc/fitable " / Olyuer, that was a full good man of wari*e, seide to 40 
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his brother / " ye sey tronthe," and made to shitte the yates fast / 
-wherof many were right sory / and ouir alle othir Le Despt^iueu, Princ« PhJUp 
that hath herde the woi-des a foresaide, and was redy armed, and 
4 on horsbak, desiryng to haue seyn som dedes of Armes / wherof he 
had neuer no thinge seyn / ^whan he sawe this conclusion) / he set P leaf is] 
vp his hoM / and went vp to the walles and sawe the ff oreridera, bat goes up 

, . 1 , . , - 1119 111 on the walls, 

whiche was but right a fewe people / wherof he had grete meruaile 
8 that so litle compaignie durst come so nere where so many a good 
man was / Aftir this, that so long tyme curroMi-s had be bifore 
the place, & sawe that ther wold no man come oute / they sente 
the kynge worde therof , desirynge to knowe his pleasir / The kynge, 

12 heryng thies tidinges, concluded to come bifore the place to shewe 
his puissaunce / than brake he oute with bothe tbembusshemente«, 
and came yn ordenaunce bifore the place / Le DespMrueu, seeng and sees tiie 
this compaignie, thought wele that he was with a notable & a wise Turk« and 

IG maister / & that he had grete fore-sight yn suche case / ffor he sawe 
where thembusshmente* departed yn dyue?'s compaignies / and 
enviroinid the towne as they wolde haue bisieged it / fferant and 
his brother, seeng the Turq?^es thus disseuerd in diue7'se com- 

20 piiignies, purposed to gyue them a scamiyssh at one of the yates / 
where-as the leesfc compaignie was, thinkynge wele that the moost 
parte of the kynges people wolde drawe thiderward / and whan it 
were so, he wold issue out and set vpon the kynge, there his baner 

24 was / thus as y haue deuised was don. they began to scarmyssh / wuii tiiem 

' "^ ,/ o rf / theChriHtians 

and the crie aroos, & eueri man drewe thiderward, so that the kynge "k'""*"*'* 
was but with fewe accompaignied. And than fferant & his Brothir Jjjjf, ^^"^ 
made open the yate / and came alle on a frussh out of the Towne ^'^p*- 

28 so egrely and with suche force that, wold the kynge or not / he 

was fayne to lese his place & to withdrawe hym shamefully / and S®i"^^®° 
had at the same encountre of his men slayn moo then vj/'^, at 
whiche iowmey auaunced hym self le Despwrueu a fore alle othir / and and Prince 

32 did so wele in armes that alle that euer sy hym & knewe him of gaiiauiiy, 
his parte, were gretly encoraged therby / and blessed them for the 
meruailes that thei sy him do yn his armes ; and his enemyes were 
as moche abasshed & confused by his provvesso. the mooste parte of 

36 the folke« knewe hym not / but only they that he was come in 
compaignie wit/i, out of the Reaume of Spayne / many went to 
fferant to telle him the grete meruailes that his seruaunt Le Des- 
pwrueu did / wherof he was ioifutt, and praied alle theym that tolde to Fernnfs 

40 thies tidynges / that they wold drawe toward hym / and do him 
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helpe & socoure, yf nede were. The crie & the noise aroos on alle 
[1 If. i6,bko parlies so moche / that the Turques w/t/idi-ewe ^theym alle to the ' 
raify, "*^ kynge to socoure hym / and whan they were assembled to-gedre / 
thei were a right grete puissamice / as yn regarde of theym of the 4 
Towne / the tuo Brethre sawe welle it was tyme to withdrawe / 
and the Chris- and made a trompet to blowe reti'eet on aUe paHies, & made their 
Boiiud a re- peoplo to withdrawe. But le Despwrueu, that neue'r had be yn cure 

with suche thinges, made no semblaunt to withdrawe hym / but 8 

Bnt Prince defendid hym & assailed his enemyes alwey stille so long, that 

on. tferaunt hym self was constreyned to fecche hym / and put hym 

forth a-fcre hym / andf bade hym all angrely / to withdrawe hym / 

and fferant had taried so longe for the seching of his s^uaunt, that 12 

his enemyes presed so fast / that almoost they had enterd the 

Ferant, in barers, and had closed yn fferant all a-boute. Le Despwrueu, seyng 

i8 t»ken * this / kuowin*? wele that this auenture was falle to his maister by 

priHoner by ' . , 

the Turks, hym, had leuer haue diede than faile his maister, <fe retowrned his 16 
hors, and smote in-to the thikkest of the prees \fiih suche ire and 
force / that he that mette w»t/i his full stroke ouirtbrewe / & did so 
wele that he came to theym that had taken his maister / and smote 
yn amonges them / and by his grete worthynesse deliuerd the place 20 
saue of the kynge to whom men had deliuerd his maister / whiche 
in no wise wold lete him go / yit at the last he might not chese / 
for Olyuer, that sawe his brother taken, & the grete amies that le 
DespMrueu diil, assembled his fblk«5 ageyn, and retonrned att at ones 24 
in suche wise & wit/i suche vig<)?^r, that, wolde the Turqz/es or not / 
thei lost grounde / Le Despi^rueu, seyng that the cristen men wan 
Prince Philip place and approched nere / and that he rescowed his maister / knewe 
rant, wcle the kynge that was nere, and toke his hors by the bridle / & 28 

capturee K. gate liis liede vndir his arme / and by might drewe the kynge forth, 
whedir he wolde or no / and delyuerd hym tj his maister / that 
forthwith sent hym yn-to the Tovvno / and commaunded that eueri { 
man sholde withdrawe / And toke his seruamit by the bridle, & 32 i 
ledde hym forth wit/i- hym. The kynges folked, seyng the losse of 
their maister, & the grete vigour of tlie cristen men / were so abused 
and uiey that they made but litle prese / And thus retoz^med the cristen in-to 
TabrJy? ' the Towuc all at their ease. It is to thinke,^ that Le Despwnieu was 36 
not the first that entird / for it annoied hym moche that it dured no 
lenger / for it semed hym the moost grete pleasir that euir he was at 
p leaf 17] yn aH hys ^lif / hou-be-it / that by his harneis and hys body it 

^ bear in mind. 
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shewed wele that he had not ben idle / nor also right amyably 
delte with, for in many places the blode ranne out of such hurte« as 
he had / Anon as they were entird in to the Towne, the brigge was 
4 drawen / and folkes ordeigned on the walles to kepe theym / Le 
Despt^rueu, when he had conveid his maister to his loggyng / he went 
to his Inne / and vnarnied him / and leide hym downe on a bedde. Prfnce PhiUp 

. ' , unanns and 

IT The Turques seeng their kynge prisoner, & many of their loikes goes to bed. 
8 ded and taken / it semed them that bifore that Towne thei might 
litle profit / But many thought it was better to abide til they knewe 
the pleasir of the Soudan / to whom they sent the trouthe of thies The Turks 
tidyngej5, & thought it was nede for them to take good kepe aboute Suitan's 

1 2 the Towne / that the kynge were not had a-way ; for yf the Soudan raising the 
wolde hastly come & set a sege ther / he might lyghtly haue ageyn 
his brother / thus as they concluded, they did / and loggid them bi- 
fore the Towne / abidyng an answere of fe Soudan. IT Now 

1 6 retourne we to fferant pat was at his logging vnarmed / right ioifult 
of the good auenture that was bifallen hym / and than went he to 
the kynge / that be than was also vnarmed / & made as good chere 
as he coude after the auenture that was fallen, for wele trusted he 

20 sone to be socoured / Ouir aH: the Towne was ther no knyght, au the 
Squyer, lady, nor lentil woman, riche ne pore / but that spake of le pmiije Prince 
DespMrueu ; of his grete noblesse, of his persone, and of his maner ; 
& aH gaue hym the preise & loos aboue alt othir / seyng that it 

24 came hym of erete corage / whan he sawe his maister taken / that oounM?e in 

1, , 1 1 11../ rescuing Ilia 

he allone so mightily a-mong so moche people rescowed his maister / Master, and 
and ar any man came at hym / so valiauntly toke the kynge Ferabnw 
prisoner / there was neuer noon sawe yn one man more worthy- 

28 nesse shewed in a day / his enemyes fled his strokes, & they on his 
part had ioie and recomfort / and the leest hardy became vahaunt / 
& were encoraged by his prowesse. H Suche wordes and semblable 
were spoken of hym thourgh aH the Towne, of grete / meane & litil. 

32 IT Now is fferant with his prisoner, and welcomed hym, and did Perant treats 
hym alt the honour and pleasir that any man coude do his prisoner, weu. 
comfortyng hym, seyng that by hym / and by his good meanes, a 
pees sholde be made bitwene his brother and the kynge of Sizile, & 

36 ^he trusted that for that cause god had ordeyned hym to haue hym [i if.i7,bk.] 
prisoner / for witTiout grace of god ne might it haue ben / for this 
he knewe for trouthe / that he that had taken hym / had neuer 
sene swerde drawen bifore in bataile / and yit was ther no leuyng 

40 man / that moost had vsed the warres coude more haue done / wher- 

THBEE KINGS* SONS. 
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King Ferahras desires to see his Captor, PriTice Philip. 



Ferant auks 
Ferahras to 
make peace 
between the 
Saltan and 
the King of 
Sicily. 



Ferahras 
axks to see 
Prince 
Philip. 



[1 leaf 18] 
Ferant begs 
him to wait 
till next day. 



by aH men might knowe / that it was verily godde^ werke. 
wlierfore he praide the kynge, his prisoner, that he wolde pnt hym 
in deuoir to make the pees betwene his brothir and the kynge of 
Sizile his maister / and in so doyng / he shold wynne grete loos -4 
and renome, & gete hym self out of the daunger he was yn now. 
fEerabrace, kynge of Perce, seeng hym prisoner / heryng the wordes 
of his maister, answerd hym in this maner / ** yif it pleasid Mahun 
that y myght do any thyng touchyng the pees of this tuo kynges, y 8 
wolde right gladly emploie me, though y were not prisoner / for y 
was neucr of contrary wille / But the debate is betwene them 
for sustenaunce of the feith that he holdeth ayenst oure bileue / 
whiche, by the feith y owe to that god that y honoure, y had leuer dy 1 2 
than be a treter in any mater contrary to oure bileue / yif youre 
kynge were content to holde oure lawe, the peas were sone made / 
but othirwise y se no remedy " / ** Be my feith," seid fferant, " than 
shaH we neuer haue pees " / than lef te they of thies wordes, and the 1 6 
kynge required fferant that he might se hym that had taken him / 
for oner alt thing he desired it / fferant knewe wele that he was 
right wery of the payne & trauail that he had ^at day, wherfore 
he had no wille to sende for hym / hou be it / that he had more 20 
desire to se hym than kynge fferabrace had / for he loued hym as 
moche as any man myght loue his lady / and grete cause had he / 
for that day had he rescowed hym from the dethe / for, and he had 
be brought to the Soudan, aH the golde on erthe ne might haue 24 
bought his lif / and so Answerd he to kynge fferabrace, " sir, y 
suppose that he be at reste, but to-morowe, and god be pleased, y 
shalt sende hym vnto you" / the kynge answerd, **at your pleasir 
be it / but y shall neuer be at hertes ease til y se hym / for I desire 28 
as moche to se him, as seke man doth his hele '* / fferant sawe the 
kynge« desire moche ; and to accomplisshe it, wist not what to do / 
for he dred that his aemaunt were sore hurt, wherfore he durst not 
sende for hym / so wist not he what to ^answer, but praide the 32 
kynge to haue pacience til on the morowe, whiche answerd hjrm / 
" so most y / for my wille may not be accomplissht. I am a prisoner j 
but y sey you for trouthe, and y were at my liberte, y wolde se 
hym or y slepte, what trauail so euer y toke on me / wherfor, and 36 
he be any thyng hurt, and ye wold do me that grace to brynge me 
ther he is, ye shold do me grete comfort and pleasir" / fferant, 
heryng thies wordes, toke conclusion in hym self / that he wold go 
se Le Despwrueu his seruaunt, and seide to the kynge, that yif his 40 
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sernaunt migfet come to hym, he wolde brynge hym to hym that 
night / and yif he might not go / he wolde biseche hym of his 
goodnesse to come se hym / thus departed he from the kyiig, 
4 whiche praide him right specially that he might se him assone as it 
coude be / for he coude not bileue that it were any mortal man / but 
som spirituel thinge sent from heuen to punyssh hym for his 
trespaces ; for he thought ** it was not possible to be in one man that 
8 y haue seyn hym do this day " / fforant beijan to laugh, and seide / 
'* sir, whan ye se hym ye shalt not fynde him dispumaide of moche 
more" / thus departed iferant fro the kynge/ and came to the place Fenmtgow 
where Le Des[mrueu was loggid / and was leide on a bedde futt euel Philip'* 

12 ordeyned for / and litle remembred of any man. and so he entird 
in-to the chambre of le Despwrueu, whiche, whan he sawe hym, was 
ail abasshid / & wolde haue risen ayenst hym / but he might 
vnnethe remewe. whan his maister sawe him in that plite, he 

16 ranne to hym, and caught hym in his armes, wepyng for pite that 

he had of hym, and in his myiide leide grete blame vnto him self / JJjJ^j^^ ^ 
that he had noon erste visited hym / seyng, " alas, my frende, ye JjjJ^" •» 
are porely awaited on after the high dedes that ye haue don to day. 

20 I pmy you foryeue it me / y knowe wele that hym that gaue me 
ioie & honour, y haue put yn foryetyng, take the honour to me, 
whiche cometh of yowr bounte, that y haue so symply remembred 
it ; but pardon me, my frende / for the remenaunt of my lif y shall £jXl^-** 

24 better remembre you / ye aught nomore to thanke me than of i««*®^^*»*"p» 
your detho for lakke of helpe, yef ye had hadde any mortaH wounde, 
and ati othir wise haue ye deserued vnto me / seing the gi-ete peyne 
& trauaile that ye haue endured this day to saue my lif <fe myn 

28 ^honour ; and y, as a wrech futt of vnkyndenes, haue put you att in C^ if. is, bk] 
foryeting, whiche reschewed me this day from dethe / and .1. not who saved 
comforte you with one onely visitac/on." Le Desp?/rueu, heryng 
his maisters wordes, was so ashamed that he coude vnnethe loke vp / 

32 doing him alt the honour that he might after the hnvtes ))at he 
had on him, reputyng him-self ful vn worthy to haue any suche 
honour. ** seing / my lorde, I neuer deserued such honour as ye put 
me to / god yeue me grace to do you seruice that may please you / & 

36 therwith att wold haue drawen him bak as att shamefast / but his 

maister wold not suffre hym / & fourthwith sende for the best He sends for 

tlie best 

Surieoun withyn the Towne / and men to serche his woundes a-fore sm-geon to 

•^ ' ' attend 

hym ; & though he were right sore hurt / ther was no peril of dethe Pi»iip- 
40 yn hym / so that he were wele loked to / then was he ordeigned for 

c 2 
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20 King Ferahras also conus to see his Captor, Prince Philip. 

in the best maner. Than sent kynge fferabrace to fferant, prayng 
Ferant has him that he might se his maister. fferant made the chambre riglit 

Priiioe 

Philip's wele to be apointed, and made torches to be brought yn / and sent 

room done ^ o ^ / 

«Pi priuelie to the kynge, that yif it pleasid him he might come / whiche 4 

came with right a ioifuH herte / and for the grete desire fat he had 
to se Le Despt^rueu, he felt noon of alt the peyne & ttauail that he 

and lets K. had endured that day. So came he in to the Chambre, and flfounde 

corae to see fferant talkyng with le ])espwraeu, whiche was leide on a couche / 8 
and whan iferant espied the kynge, he kneled downe <fe toke hym 
by the hande, and shewed hym hym that hadde taken hym / whiche 
knewe nothinge of his comyng / but assone as he perceyiied hym / 
he knelid vp as wele as lie myght / the kyng toke hym yn his armes 12 
& made hym to arise, seyng / " my right swete frende, yif ye had be 
somtyme to-day as humble vnto me / and lowly as ye be nowe / y 
had not ben here / Although joui maner were ffeers & vigours yn 
the felde / it is here humble & arayable, wherby yowr dedes be the 16 
more to be preised. and now y se yowe / Notwithstondyng the grete 

Ferabraa peyne & trauail that ye haue endured to-day, me thinketh yowr 

praiKOs 

ver" hi ^u'"^ pcJ'sone Tcsembleth jout wevkes, for yn worthynesse non may com- 
pare with you. In like wise, in pc^'sone, beaute & maner, y knowe 20 
noon comparable / & it pleased god, y wolde y might contynue the 
remenawnt of my lif / youre felawe / with that / that we were pa;'te- 
ners in all that y haue or euer shalt haue, so that y might observe & 
[1 leaf 19] kepe myn owne feith." / Le Despwrueu, ^that seeth hym self thus 24 
honoured and preised at the first dede of Armes that euer he was 
at in his lif, was so abasshid that he wist not what to Answere, saue 
only that he seid / ** sir, ye do yowr honoure to praise so moche, so 
pore a lentilman as y am / the recommendactbn is more yowres than 28 
myn / for to theym that sey wele, the honoure aught to tourne. I 
wote not what to sey you / for forsothe it was the first auenture 
that euer y was at / But it semed me, yif alle youre folkes had 
resembled you, my lord / My maister that here is had not hadde 32 
you nowe in his handes / albe it fat he put grete peyne ther-to / 
n'" to**''k '^^^ y^^ ^^ 'were thus, that god by his grace wold consent / that by 
twmi wb youre goode meane the pees might be made bitwene your brother & 
Suited anlf ^^® kyuge of Sizile / ynne good houre for youre self were ye prisoner / 36 
siciiyl"^**^ for youT grete yenome sholde multiplie & double / and y bileue 
verily that my lorde, my maister that here is, wold in that case 
haue of you noo fynau7?ce, but holde for youv raunsoun yowr peyne 
and labour right wele emploied. and as for me, y wolde right 40 
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Ferant reports Ferabras^s Gapture to the King of Sicily. 21 

humbly biseche you theryn / if so simple a pe^'sone might make a 
request in so hy a matier" / The kynge answerd hyiu, "my right 
dere frende and felawe, if it were in my power & at my wilt, y 
4 certifie you, fat to youre request y wolde emploie me / albe-it \a\, 
.1. bileue neuer shall y haue that power / seeng the matier as it is / " 
with suche worded they droue forth tlie tyme tilt fferant thought it 
tyme for tlie kynge to departe / seyng vnto liym, " sir, ye be on a hint 
8 tmuailed / & so is yo«r maister that toke you / if it pleased you, it k. Fembras 
were tyme to go to reste, and for hym also / After thies worties Pi»»up- 
departed the kynge from le Despi^rueu. And fferant conueide him 
to his loggyng / and came ageyn to le Despwrueu / and puruaide 

12 that no thing failed him / & foIke« to waite aboute him / chargyng 
theym to gif hym as grete attendaunce as they wold to hym self / 
than toke he leue of hym, & went to his loggyng / where as he made 
a letter vnto the kynge of Sizile, in such fowrme, aftir the commen- Ferant writes 

16 daemon & maner of writyng : ** Sir, I am aryued in this yowr Towne / of sidiy, 
at my retowrne out of the Reaume of Spayne / the xxviij day of 
marche / and for this, that I and my horse« & all my folkes were so 
trauailed and wery, y most of necessite tary with my brother a 

20 while; and the ^meane ceason of myn abidyng, Kynge fferabrace, \} if. io,bk.] 
brother and lieftenaunt to the Soudan, was at ffounde, but iiij. or v. 
litle myle hens, & knewe of my comyng / and for that he desired, 
as y haue vndirstande, to haue some of my folkes to enquere the 

24 tidynges of Spayne, & howe y haue spedde / concludid to ren bifore 
this youre Towne, & had in his company .ij. thousand feighters and 
moo, & made .ij. embusshemente^, and sent his curroui's a-fore this 
toun / but for that my brother and I supposed somwhat their 

28 entent / we wolde no body to issu out / & whan the kynge vndir- 
stode by his folke* that ther wolde noon of vs come out / he came 
bifore the Tow^ne him-self with all his puissaunce, & parted theym 
in diuerse pa^'ties, environyng the Towne rounde aboute / then and teiu him 

32 ordeyned we a right grete scarmyssh to be made ouer the yate that 
was ferthist fix) the kynge / by the whiche crye & scarmyssh the 
nioost part of the kynges folkes drew to tliat side / & than we, 
seeng the kyng but with litle company, issued out ou hym / at the 

36 whiche tyme were many grete armes done on bothe pa?'ties / and 

the kynge taken, and brought by strength to this yowr Towne / iiowthevtook 
where-as he is stille / and whan his folkes sawgli the takyiig of prisoner. 
their lorde, they made, and make yet, a maner of abidyng bifore this 

40 towne / & trust, as we ymagyne, to haue hasty remedie by the 
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Ferant's Messenger praises Prince Philip highly. 



Ferant 
praises 



Soudan, wherfore y dar not departe hens / nor sende vnto you the 

kynge / whos taking was by miracle doon / by a very yong man of 

Prince Philip my house / that is suche in alle thynges as the barer herof shalt 

«9 the King J I ^ o 

f Sicily; enfonue you / & I beleue when ye se hym, ye shaH like him bettii* 4 
than y write vnto you / if it please god, it shaH not be the last 
scruice that he shalt do you / and y beseche oure lorde, of his grace 
to graunte you thacompliashment of youre high and noble desires : 
"NVriten at your Towne of Talpoir, the .viij. day of Aprile." Thus 8 
thies letters writen, he called a messangere right wise and discrete / 
and delyuered them vnto hym / & bitwene mydnyght and the poynt 
of the day he made him to departe / and so passed he forth, as god 
wold, all peasebly / so that he came saufly vnto the kynge of Sizile / 12 
whom he founde right sorowfulL But whan he had seyne his 
lettres, he was right ioiful, and made them to be radde in the pre- 
sence of alle the noble men of his Court / whiche deuoutly to-gedirs 
thankid & preised god / trustyng, that by this takyng, some frute 1 6 

[Meaf20] shold folowe. The kynge ^commaundeth the Messangere alle 
openly to telle his credence / whiche seide vnto hym, **sir, we 
repute yn your towne to be a miracle / and I shalt telle you the 
reason / In the Towne of Towlete was ther a yong man, a-boute 20 
the age of .xx. yere / that lay seke of half a yere / which was newly 
recoured at the comyng of my lord, my maister / This yong man is 
so wele visaged / so faire made of body & of alle fetures, that it 
semeth verily that nature haue made him with hir propre handes / 24 
and with this excessif beaute / he hath so moche of humblesse and 
bounte, that no man can bileue it / wit/iout seyng / & of maner he 
passeth alle othir. This saido gentilman is of good nacton, but not 
riche / So it fortuned my lord, my maister, to be logged ther as he 28 
had leyne so longe seke ; and so wele demeaned him this yong man 
to hym & to his folkes / that eueri man him preised / & so moche 
that my lorde withhelde him for his seruaunt / & brought hym with 
hym, often deuysyng with his othir folke« the maner of this man / 32 
and hym thought / that he miglit not faile to be valiaunt ; & so hath 
he founde hym ; ffor at the besynesse he sawe him do so wondir- 
fully yn armes, that it is to grete a meruaile / for my lorde was 
taken / and he alone reskewed hym by his grete strength and 36 
hardynes, and toke the kynge prisoner, & brought hym in-to yoz^r 
Towne / and euery man that sawe the hardynes of this yong man, 
toke suche corage & boldnes, that they abandoned theym to the 
vtterest / <& so they lefte mo than .V. C. of the kynges men ded in the 40 
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All the Sicilian Ladies are anxious to see Prince Philip. 23 

place / & as the sonnepassitli the sterres, so passid this yong man Perant's 

roowocntrcr 

othir folke*. he is home of the Eeaume of ffraunce / and for con- continues his 

' pniiie of 

elusion / alle that se hym loue hym / honoure him / and cherissh "!.>><» 
4 hym / and he that aught moost to hate hym, the kynge his 
prisoner, swerith hy his goddes fat he wolde haue hym in his 
company the remenaunt of his lif, to departe euenly with hym alle 
the lande & goode he hath / This yong man, yif any man reherce 
8 his honour or hardies / is as hasshfuH as a mayden / he woft not 
haue the kynge reputed as his pr/soncr, hut for his maisters 
prisoner " / the kynge was of thies tidynges fult ioifutt, & thought 
wele that god had sent this yong man to do hym yit a grettir aide / 

1 2 anon he made to rynge the bellis in alle the ch[i]rches of the Towne / 
and he and the Queue & his doughty, and alle othir in the Towne, 
went on processiown / thankynge god of the good auenture that he 
had gyuen them. Thus hode he ^ stilt, herkeuyng what the Turke [Mf. 2o,bk.] 

1 G wolde do vpon the takyng of his brother. 

YE may wele wite that yn the Chamhres of the ladies was 
spred aruon the tidjmge^ that iferaunte^ messangere had 
brought / and rehersid alle the vertues of this yong Squyer, 
20 Le Despt^rueu, wele asmoche or more than the messangere had 
seide ; for ye knowe wele the reporters put to somwhat more alway / 
The Queue, her daughter, and alle the ladies &, gentil women, heryng TiieQoMaof 
recorded the ri<:;ht parfite bounte, beaute, and worthyuess^e of this Priiiceu 

, . , .11/ , oi , , Iolaiite.*nd 

24 yong man, desired meruailously to se hym. So ther was no day »» the court 
but they had hym in speche, in so moche that some of the gentil- "p®''®"** 
men of the court had grete displeasir therof, thynkyng that by hym 
att their loos & grace sholde be the lesse / Thus bigan the euuyc The otiier 

28 bitwene the yong men of the Court & le Despt/rueu, that aftir was envyhim; 
goode <& profitable for the kynge / for that they wolde be as worthy but they fl^ht 
in armes as he, their corage & hardies doubled, whiche did so moch him. 
good to the Eeaume of Sizile / that it was ayen reuived in honour / 

32 as ye shaH here-aftir here. IT ye haue wele herd here-bifore, what 
messangers the kynge of Sizile had sent in to alle reaumes / & that 
the messangers had in charge to telle prynces hou it was \fiih him / 
for the discarge of hym, without he were shortly socoured / taking 

36 god to his recorde, & att the worlde / that the charge was theires / 
and not his / Thus thies messangers, goyng to many kynges & 
prynces / in especiatt to the kynge off ffraunce / of Englond & of 
Scotlond, The kynge of ffraunce hauyng remenibraunce of his 

40 sone, that but litle a-fore he had lost, thynkyng yn hym self, that 
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24 The Kings of France and England will help the King of Sicily. 
The King of god had soflfered it for that he hadde done noon helpe nor comfort 

Fnuioe Miys , ' 

to this cause / wherfore he had taken fro hym the thinge in the 
worlde that he hest loued, then renewed a grete part of his sorowe, 
and thought / that of hym selue he was so olde & fehle that he might 4 
not go. But, & any of the kyug6« of England or of Scottea wolde 
iieMi send go, OP any of their sones / he wolde aide theym yfiih xl** thousand men 

40,000 men • j * 

Kin*'of**** wagid for a yere / The messanger of Sizile heryng the answere of the 
Sicily J kynge of ffraunce, was right glad and ioifuti therof , hauyng grete pite 8 
[» leaf 21] & compassion of the kynges sorowe, which semed ^more ded than 
a-lyue. Thus departed he from hym, <& went to the Eeaume of 
Inglond / where he fondo the kynge / to whom he shewed his 
credence / and told him also the Answere of the kynge of ffraunce, 1 2 
whiche he had founde in full grete annoy & trouble, seyng that 
it semed hym / if his sone had he stiti ther / with right good wille 
and the King he wold a scut'hym on that viage. The kynge of Englond, whan 
promises Hid he had herd the messanger that spake full wele & wisely, he 16 
thought moche on that werke / and had many oounsells at dyuerse 
tymes / And so, aftir sad deliberac«)n, he answerd the messangere 
yii this maner / " I knowe wele / that among other kyngea & cristen 
pryncea y am gretely bounden to god /for he hath gyuen me more 20 
of weles than y haue or can deserue, wherfore y wolde f ul gladly 
do hym seruice, though y may not so moche as y am hiholden to 
do. I haue but one only sone for to holde my Eeaume aftir my deth, 
which y may yn no wise departe vfiih ; how be it / if ye can fynde 24 
any kynge or prynce that wolt eiitrepriso this viage / y shaH holpe 
iftheKinjfof hym forth with a good puissance / & if my brother & neighbore, 
ler oneofhi* the kvnsje of Scotte«, that hath .iij. sones, wolt entreprise it / y shalt 

8 Sons head "^ ® . . , , , , ,, , , 

theExpedi- put to yit more gretir helpe and peyne than y wold do yn the 28 
company of som'othir / and me semyth he miglit lightlyer do it than 
the kynge of ffraunce or I, for he hath iij. sones ; and if it pleased 
him to seude forth one of theym, whiche shold only be gouernowr 
and hede of this werke, it sholde bo to him grete glorie & honour 32 
Vfiih the seruice that he shold do to god." The knyght of Sizile, 
heryng the answere of the kynge of Englond / wist not what to 
answere, the kyngf's seiyng was so resonable / but so departid fro 
hym / and toke the streight wey toward Scotlond. And Vfithyn 36 
short while he came there the kynge was / & p?'esented his le^^res, 
& tolde his credence / and aH that he hadde founde with tlie kynges 
of ffraunce and of Englond. The kyng of Scottes remembred him 
self gretly in this werke / and thought that euerich of the kynges 40 



tiou. 
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The Scotch Estates advise their King to aid the King of Sicily, 25 

aforesaid had delyuerd to hym the Chapelet / knowyng wele he 
had moo sones to sende forth than any. of that othir / and for that 
the matier appered to hym fult grete / ho answerd no-thyng Hght]y 
4 ther-to, hut fult long tyme thought ther-vpon / and for that cause 
sent to assemhle alle the estates of his Eeaume / and at ^ their comyng \} if- 21* bk.] 
to hym, opened & declared to hem, as wele by lettre as by mouthe, swtiand^ ^^ 
all that the knyght of Sizile had brought hym', & for that he sawe ?fob"i*Sld'*' 
8 this mater peisaunt, & gretely touchid hym, he wold make ther-to **™™®"** 
noon answere withoute their aduise & agremewt, and gaue them 
leue to take aduise ther-on ij. or iij dales, and cowmaunded theym 
at that tyme to be ther present ageyn, eueri man to sey his aduise. 

12 Thus departed they, & counselled to-gedre fro day to day / and 
were wele instructe, & reraembred what thei shold answere. the 
day came that they were assigned to be a-fore the kynge, where-as 
they ordeyned a full honourable knight to make the Answere for alle 

16 the iij. estates in generaR, which knight, aftir the honoures & reuer- 
ences don to the kynge as to him bi-longed, for alle thestate* of his 
lond seide / " Oure souerayn lord / we haue, my lordes that here be, whoadvi»e 
prynce«, prelates, & Barons / knightea / Squyers, & Burgeis of thes 

20 Reauihe, thought on that it pleased your grace to open vnto us toch- 

ing the aduertisment that ye had of the kynge of Sizile, the whiche jJin^'S*** 
aduertisment touchid gretely to youre holy cristen feith / the sauac?'on ^^*^"y» 
of yoi^r soule / and to the honour of you & of jouv Reaume. & for 

24 to geue you counsel! we haue had deliberac/on to take aduise to- 
gedre, suche as y shaH: declare vnto you / olfryug to you toward 
this conclusion / that we shall put in auenture oure bodies & part and they wiii 
of oure goodes. we knowe wele that ye be created kynge / ye and witi» tiieir 

28 alle othir, for the defence of the comon wele / & specially for to kepe »o«d«' 
& mayntene the feith / and to this cause be ye ioyned & sacred / and 
if ye faile to the defence of the feithe whiche is the thinge that 
moost serueth to the comon wele, than go ye oute of the termes 

32 wherfore ye were create / we knowe also the sorowe of the kynge of 
fFraunce, that hath no children but one fat he' loste of late tyme / 
the dispwreaunce also of the kynge of Englond, that hath but one 
sone / and ye haue iij. , wherfore ye be lesse excusable than any of 

36 them, with the grete aide that they offre you, which semyth vs, seeng 
yowr grete worthynesse / the children that ye haue / & the offris 
that be made vnto you, by reason with your honowr ye may take 
noon excuse, but ye may conclude to sende one of my lordes yowr 

40 sones, which that pleasith you / and for to knowe oure aduise, we 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



26 The King of Scotland ponders over the Sicilian Expedition, 

his eldest coiicliide alle / that the eldest sholil be moost propre, for he is more 

son tiikiiiflt 

command, redy to hameys than any of that othir, & more sad ^to conduyte a 
grete entrepiise / and if it please you this to do, my lordes alle that 
here he / haue made you siiche oifres as y haue seide here-bifore / \ 
vndir whos correcciotm y was ordeyned & C07/imamided to declare 
this vnto you / and no we alt lieth in yo«r good grace, for, as it 
pleasith you to co»^inaunde, we are alle redy to accomplisshe." 

The KingoT^'lrTfie kyngo of Scotte», heryng the woides of this forsaide knight 8 
yn the byhalue of the iij. estates of his land, thought full moche on 
this raatier, for it touchid him right nere, and therefore diffeiTed he 
it / til on the morowe, ij. aftir none / and commaundid at that tyme / 
eueri man to be ther ayen / thus euery man departed / and the 12 
kyiig, that neuir coude put this matier out of his mynde, thynkyng 
yn hym self that it was in maner leide vnto hym by the kyng of 
Ifraunce & of Englond / & sith auised hym by the .iij. estates of his 
land / <& so restid it but at him self; wherfore hym thought, as a 16 
man constreyned by honour, he might not refuse in this viage to 
sende forth his sone. And then ayen aftir thies consideractons he 

tiiinksofthe wolde argue yn liym self to the contrary / thinkyng, "this armee 

this siciiiHn may not be put on me without grete charge / 1 am the leest of the .iij. 20 
kynges, & the despenses ar, like to toume on me / it behoueth me 
to take grete hede that I haue a notable aide of eche of them / it 
behoueth alway that my sone be acompaynyed wtt/t people of this 
land, & that the grettist company come with hym, whiche may not 24 
be without grete enpouerisshment vnto this land, wherof y am nowe | 
fuH sorowfuft / And if y shold sende forth myn eldest sone / whiche ' 
is the thinge yn this worlde that y best loue / yif he diede, y shold 
be eo sorowf uH / that y sholde neuir aftir haue ioie nor rest in my 28 
herte / wherfore y wote not wele what y may sey / But y pray the, 
my creatore, to counseH me aftir thy pleasir, & to myn honoure / " ' 

au night, thus alt uyght stroue he & argued in his mynde / & wist not what 

wey he might holde / be aroos in the moriiyiig, & herU his massis 32 ' 
we't/i grete deuocio/ni, recownnendyng him and his werkes to god / 
aftir his massis and dyner doon / as fully atfemied of that he wolde 

and next day do / wcnte iu-to the chambre wher alle thestates were redy at his 

corny n. so entred he yn witTi visage and maner fuH trist and sorow- 36 ' 

answers his fuU / & at liis comyng, and silence co7?imaundid, he spake to his i 
men and suggette« / right hertly thankyng theym of the good wille I 

[Mf.22,bk.] he founde them of towardes hym, ^and preisyng god with good 

herte, that thestate^j of his Reaume were of suche & so high prud- 40 
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ence, dredyng & louyng god, as he sawe by expe?*ience ; for euerichon 
of hem yn his parte ofEred seruice to oure lorde / wherof he was as 
ioifult as he might be. And in like wise he sawe, <fe verely knewe, 
4 the grete & naturalt loue that alle they of his blode, wtt/i the 
remenaunt of the .iij. for-saide estate* bare vnto hym / yn-as-moche 
as eche of theym wold, & desired grete honoure of hym & of the 
Reaume, prayng theym also not to to be abasshed nor ameniailed, 
8 though that his manere were perauenture more sobre than it hath 
ben be-fore tyme, " for this matier goth fuH nere me / for many he may be 
reasons / one is / that some folkea not wele seiyng, perauenture woti: nrammiiSon 
sey, * beholde this presumptuous kynge, the leest of the .iij., that is to tue Expe- 

12 wite, of ffrannce & Englond / that of him selue woii enterprise this 
viage / that the tothir haue fuH grete doute to take on hande, whiche 
haue so many noble lordea of their lynage / wherof they might fult 
lightly fynde a suffisaunt hede ' / thus the thynge may tunie more to 

16 charge than to preise. I considre, on that othir side / )>at by the 

two forsaid kjnge« is ny aH the charge leide on me / echon of them but as the 
will helpe me / and ye my Cousyns, f render, & suggettc«, couuseile £'*'[** ?"^ , 
me to entreprise this viage / & to sende forth my eldest sone, j^^o'^jl'^jwb-^ 

20 whiche y loue moost / wherto ye ofEre youre bodies and goode« to gJJJ™^** ^**®*' 
myne aide in this by matier. and for asmoche, if y had not corage 
to do it, seeng youx grete ofEers / I might be reputed wtt/t alle 
straungers, & amonge your selue, a man but of litle feith & of 

24 slakke corage / and therfore, what-som-euer befalle vnto me therof / 
either sorowe or pouert, y ought more to put my trust yn you than 
any othir 3 wherfore y am determyned & thorughly co7icluded, bliss- 
yng me with the syne of the crosse, recowtmaundyng my dede to 

28 my blissed creatore / to make my sone Dauid to entreprise this he win let his 

1/.1 11/11 1 *'**^««^ *®" 

viage / for y haue no sone but liym / but that were to yonge ther-to, Davw under- 

& y pray god yeue hym grace to do him suche seruice as may be to «»tei-pri«>. 

his pleasir / and y pray you alle my cousyns, frendes and suggette^, 

32 to strecch forth yo?*r good Willis acordyng to yowr promyses." Alle 
the iij. estates, heryng the Answere of the kynge, had grete ioie, 
vndirstandyng his good wilt, and alle to-gedirs, & eche of them, 
helde vp his hand, promysyng ^the kyng seruice with body & pienfss] 

36 goode*. and thus was the matier perfitly concludid / and day taken 
of the departir at ffeuyrer / and it was the feuyrer aftir the depa?*t- 
yng of Le Despwrueu. The conclusion thus taken / the messanger 
of the kynge of Sizile was deliuered, to whom was shewed alt then- 

40 tent of the kyng of Scottes, with that the kynge« of ffi-aunce & of 
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Englond wold do him any aide / Thtis the knyght of Sizile departid 
fult ioiful out of Scotland, & toke his wey by Englond & be 
ffraunce, & shewed the ij. kynge* all the conclusion that hath be 
taken in Scotlond / humbly bisechyng them this holy viage shold 
not be letted / so hath he promys of both kynges, for no thyng they 
wolde faile, but trewly performe aH that thei had seid bifore. The 
messangers deuoir doon as is here rehersed / he toke the way 
streight to Sizile, & came vnto the kynge / sone aftir the comyng 
of £eraunt6« messangere / & tolde the kynge of ali his spede in the 
forseide matier / ye may wele wite that the Soudan was not with- 
out his espies in eueri cristen Reaume / wherthorugfi he knewe of 
the co?2clusion that was taken in Scotland assone or souner than 
did the kynge of Sizile / and therfore sent he anone a messangere to 
his brothers folke« that lay bifore fferaunt / commaundyng them to 
departe thens & to retoMrne to their garison / for he had herd suche 
tidynges that he was determyned to haue no sege laide there as yet. 
and as for the takynge of his brothir / he wolde remedie it when he 
might, but yit he coulde not / thus alle his brother folke» retowrned 
in-to their garison / and fferaunt in alle haste sente the kynge 
worde therof / whan the kynge knewe thies tidynges, he sent 
fferaunt worde that he shold puruey for the coniynge of kynge 
fferabras vnto hym, and by suche a day as ho apointed him / he 
wolde sonde him a feliship to helpe conuey the kynge the more 
surely, fferthirmore he co?/imaunded him not to leue behindo him 
his newe esquyer / of whom he had herde so moche wele reported / 
& all6 the ladies & gentilwomen of the court praied the messangere 
that he might not be forgoten. Thus went the messangere forth to 
fferaunt, & shewed him alt his message from the kynge, & from 
the Queue & hir doughter, & from alle the ladies & gentilwomen of 
the Court / And wit/iyn litle while aftir, this came to the knowlage 
of Le Despwrueu, whiohe desired ouir alle ihmges to dwelle ^in some 
place of the ff routers / to proue his body in his youthe / and to do 
that wherfore he was departed fro the kynge his tfadir / feling him 
self alt hole of his hurtes / and so made a request to his maister / 
if it pleasid him, that he might abide with his brothir / for he neuir 
entendid but to abide vpon the ffronters / ffor / for to be a man of 
Court now / wold he neuir a departed fro the place fro whens he 
came, when fferaunt vndirstode his newe esquyer, that thus wolde 
take his leue of hym / whom he knewe such that noon other might 
compare with / yif he were sorowfuli, it was no meruaile / & vnnethe 
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might he holde manere, seyng vnto hym, " A. ! Le Despwrueu ! haue Ferant re- 
y brought you from so fer contre, so sone to forsake me 'I haue ye ?""«» Phiiip 
drede / that ye shaH not fynde fightyiig y-no w yn this contre / or to leave uim. 

4 elles that y be a man of so pore condic?'on / that y dar not holde my 
fote nere the fire / truly I truste verily to be founde more often 
vpon the ennerayes than they shal be that abide in this place / & 
that more often, if ye be with me, ye shall se strokes gyuen than yf HeMi jjet him 

8 ye abode stiJle here / neuirtheles, if ye be not pleased to abide in fighting, 
my seruice, telle it me at ones, & y shaH do as me thinke good." 
The yong gentilman, right shamefast and sorowfull that he sawe his 
maister wroth with hym, wenyng not to haue displeased hym for 

12 abidyng with his brothir, answerd hym fuH humbly / " My lord ! y 
neuir thought but that ther was more worthynes in you than y 
durst thyuke to se / but for that cause spake y not to you of myn 
abidyng, but for the drede that y had that ye shold not be so often Prince Phiiip 

16 at skarmysshes as yowr brother / for, as men sey, the kynge loues you *^ "^ ** * 
wele / therfore y thought that ye wolde kepe you nere aboute hym / 
and ye knowe wele / it is not accostomed, ne reason, that kynges & 
prynces, chefteynes of the warre, be allwey on the fPronters / and 

20 for this drede y that y shold se but litle war, nor haue the lemyng 
yn armes, whiche was the cause of my desire nowe to abide / but, 
sir, and y haue displeased you / y beseche you to pardone me, for y 
knowe neither kynge nor prynce levyng, as longe as ye haunte the 

24 warres, for whom y wolde leue you. y haue so moche sene of and aRrees to 
noblesse yn you / that y am assured y may lerne more in yowr Ferant. 
seruise / than y dar enterprise or may here " / fferaunt answerd hym, 
" A, my frende ! for lakke of warre ^ye shall not leue me as long as [» leaf 24] 

28 y leue / for there is y-nough in this reaume for you & me, & many 
moo " / thus fferaunt & his newe se?*uaunt be accorded. Then came 
the day / that the kynge sent his folke« to fferaunt / whom they 
founde alle redy in the felde / & kyng ffirabrace wtt^ him / than 

32 departed he from his brother Olyuer, prayng hym to take good 
hede to the place & the ffronters that he had in kepyng / So rode 
he forth all a day withoute any interrupcion. IT It is to thynke, 
ffirabrace folkes dred them of the goyng of their maister, and that 

36 he shold be brought to the kyng of Sizile / wherfore they did their Ferabra*** 
diligence to vndirstoude his departyng / & did so muche that they ™"* ^ *" 
knewe it for certayn that he was departed right wele accompany ed / 
than toke they counseilt & aduise to-gedir ; & it semyd theym that 

40 puissaunce was not so bygge, but that they shold take a shame to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



30 King Ferahrculs Men attack Ferant's Troop. 

suffre their maister thus to be gon. wherfore they vttirly concluded 

^ rewue to put them yn deuoir to the rescue of hym / the mone shone faire 

& clere that night that they departed fro the garison / & they did 

so moche by the next momyng / that they passed fferaunt, and 4 

They form embusshed theym yn a wode that was ny the same wey that 

ail anibusl), «. 

and 8et spies iteraunt sholde passe / they kepte theym cloos, & made their 
wacchis to go vp in-to trees to se aferre whiche wey fferaunt sholde 
come ; and thei were in nombre xvj.C feightyng men / And with 8 
fferaunt a vj.C or mo of the best men that longed to the kynge of 
Sizile, whiche were that nyght wele loggid wit^ fferaunt & kynge « 
ffirabrace, & made right mery & gretly auised le Despurueu, whiche 
thought them of visage, persone, & maner, moche more to be preised 12 
than the messangere had seide, & moche desired they to se hym yn 
armes / & so did they souner than they wende. they auised him in 
alle his worde* and his demeanyiig, & founde him so assured & wise / j 
that they were ameruailed / this nyght passid forth, & the morn 16 
came / and fferaunt, that was an ynly wise knyght of warre, saide 
Ferant warns to his folke4<, " my lorde», if the kynge oure soueray[w] lorde were 
they may be prisoner, as he 18 that we lede / and ye wold do by my counseiH, & 
advises' them wc had the puissauucc that oure eneniyes haue, ther is no place y 20| 
wolde souner put me in deuoir to reskewe hym, than here by / and i 
yistirday we rode armed & helmed / and as this day y se no man 
charge hym with barneys ; but y sey for me, y shall arme me as y did 
[i If. 24, bk.] yisterday." some helde ^opinion he seide wele, & did by his counseiH, 24 
& some toke litle hede therto / but le Despwruou was all- wey armed / 
for he had no valet to here his barneys, fferaunt departed fro his 
loggyng, the moost part of his folke« armed / & som not, whiche dere 
a-bought it / thus rode they forth til they came ny to the wey there 28 
as the embusshementes were leide / many of the yong folke^ of the 
Court whiche had Grehoundes, trauerst the felde to fynde the hare 
Some of them or some othir disporte, so longe, that they came on the trakkys of 
enemy's there cumycs / and anoon tolde fferaunt therof / but he was so ny 32 
that he coude set no remedy to take none othir wey / but taiied 
stilt, & put kynge ffirabrace in sure garde / thus put he yn ordyn- 
aunce alt that he might on the tothir part / the wacchis of the i 
enmys that were yn the trees tolde to the embusshemente^ what 36 
they sawe / & sodeynly they shewed them-selue, & brake their | 
The Turks at- embusshmcntes, and alle at ones ranne on fferatmt & his ffelisship. 
host. and aftir the puissaunce that fferaunt had, he encountrid theym 

right mightly / but fynally they might not wele haue endured, ne 40 
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had be the grete worthynesse & vertu of Le Desimrueu, that did Prfnce 
so wondrefuUy in Armes at that day, that eaeri man meruailed / our alone 
he ouirthrewe men & hors ; noon myght withh-stonde his stroke* / auf » men. 
4 so wele was he knowen of his ennemyes that euery man fledde hym / 
and as he was feightyng thus amonge his enemyes, they that were 
behynde hym, by strength of Armes / they reskewed kynge ffira- k. Ferabnw 

in rescued* 

brace, and delyuerd hym to xx*^ men / that in alt haste toke the 
8 wey toward his place / and fortuned that Le Despt^rueu, that so 
valiauntly fought, herde the crye & noise / howe men seide kynge 
ffirabrace was reskewed : " se where he goth 1 " he toumed sodeynly 
on that part, & sawe hym ferre on his way / then toke he his hors 

12 with the spores, & Iblowed the kynge yn alt that he might, w*t/tout but Prince 
espiyng of any of fferaunte* folkes, saue of .vj. that folowed hym. aoer wm, 
Le Desp^rueu hastid him in suche wise, that in a valey he ouirtoke 
the kynge, & smote yn amonge* them, & did so, that he slewe v. or 

16 vj. of them or the tothir vj. coude ouirtake him, whiche, at their 
comyng, with the helpe of Le Despwrueu, discomfited the Eemenaunt. 
Le Despwrueu toke ageyn his prisoner / & be that tyme bothe their a^d reukea 
horses were so wery & fortrauailed that they might no ferther / but 

20 bothe were fayne to alight a fote, to lete their horses take brethe / 
In this meane tyme fferaunt espied that his prisoner was goQ / & 
^ that he had lost his newe seruaunt / if he were sorowfult, it is no V- leaf 25] 
question, not only for losse of th6 kynge / but specially for his SJns 

24 seruaunt, by whom god had sent him so faire auentures. thus sorow- phnil^-g gup- 
fuH, he cursed the houre that he came ther / and wisshed that day "^ **"' 
he had be slayne. Alle tho that were yn his company, as litle as they 
had knowen le Despwrueu, yet for the ded^« in armes they had sene 

28 hym don that day, thought the losse of hym was as grete a sorowe / 
as if the Eeaume of Sizile had ben vttirly lost / and yn this sorow, 
as they were to-gedre biholdyng the wey where-as kynge ffirabrace 
wente / they sawe vj. or viij. horsis comyng / than drewe they them 

32 to-godir, wenyng to haue hadde newe to do, & that they had ben 
of a newe feliship to a set on them / than sent they som of their 
foiTiders thiderward / & anone as they came ny them, they knewe 
verrily they were of their folke*. than went they to them, and 

36 knewe Le Desp2/rueu / that brought ageyn the kyng. than seide but he soon 
they to hym, " A, right noble Squyer, flour of honour, ye be wel- w*^h J'^*' 
come / for ye haue recowiforted this day the moost discomfortable »»'^^"' 
company that euer was / for by yowr dedis they haue recouerd such 

40 honour and surete that they ar out of aH: pe?-ile. Blissid be the 
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wey that ye came on hiderwarde, and the place fro whens ye came ! ^ 
Than anon one of them rode ageyn in aH haste to fferaunt / and 
whan he sawe him, he seide / ** My lord, he mery, for yondre is Le 
Despwrueu aH hole & sauf, that by his grete myght & hardynes hath 4 
brought ageyn kynge ffirabrace." ye may wele thynke the ioie was 
grete thorugh 2XL the company / whan that worde was herd / and 
Prince Philip eueii man presid who might be first with hym. whan iferaunt came 

in trr^^L^d 

and ki»tby to hvm / he tokc him in his armes & kist him / and did him suche 8 

Ferant'g « / i 

men. honout that the pore yong gentilman was gretly abasshet of / than 

seide fferaunt vnto him / ** that day y firste sawe you, was the moost 
happy day that euer y had / And beholde ye nowe whethir y haue 
gabbid vnto you / haue ye failed nowe at the begynnyng, of the 12 
fyndyng of som aueuture wM mel had it nedid you now for this 
cause to haue biden with my brothir / yif ye so had don / there 
had bifallen this day the moost pitous auentz^re that euer was in 
Sizile / that only by yoz^r pe?-sone is come to good coTiclusion /" 16 

He is so eueri man seide to Le Desptzrueu so many goodly wordes of honowr / 

he feeu * that he wist not what to Answere / but as a man shame-fast, smote 
yu amonge the tothir felisliip, for to eschewe such wordes as moche 

[Mf. 25, bk.] as he might; so he y eld id kynge ffirabrace his prisoner to ^the 20 
handes of his maister / After the auenture thus befalne, they with 
grete ioie departed alle to gedir /and toke their way in right good 
ordenaunce; and eueri man seide that fferaunt was right a wise 
kiiyght, for he had tolde them fult wele in the morning as was 24 

Henceforth sitli befallen, ffro that day forth, fonde they no recountre that dis- 

they march i,, ,.''. , o > ■, i-i 

in safety. tourbed theym yn their viage / & w^t/^-yn litle season they came 
thider as the kynge was. bifore their comyng, many were gon bifore 
to take vp their loggyng ; & also som ofl&cers of armes & pMr- 28 
ceuante^ that had be at this iowrney, wente in all haste to the 
kynge / & tolde hym ail the maner & trouth therof / And wite 
The King of welc the kynge was as ioifuH: as he might be / and gretely mer nailed 

of the gi-ete prowesse that he herd euery day of this yong man, Le 32 
Desp?irueu ; & moche he desired to see him, for he thought wele it 
was some tokne that god wold recouer him ; for the armes that he 
herd reported of hym, semyd to hym not to be possible to noon 
andaiihis crtlily man / If the kyng were yn this opynyown / so were alle the 36 
tile Princess knyght^g, squycrs, ladies, & geiitilwomen / and the faire & good 
to see Prince lolante, the kynge« doughter, that in alle hir werkes was wise, 
womanly, & vertuous : whan she herde at any tyme of the honour 
of this yong man, she toke meruailous grete pleasir ther-yn / & she 40 
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thought verily that such honowr might not he yn a man of smale 
birth / and also she wist wele that without grete nurture, & heyng 
in high places, he might not knowe the weelis and honoures that 
4 he coude / and in hir mynde she wisshed that he had ben of such 
corage that he wold haue entreprised alle his armes for hir sake / 
hou-be-it she had neuir, daies of hir lif, ben amorous / not as moche 
as she enioied the company more of one than of an othir, but as 
8 honoure & nianer requyred / thus euery man thorugh the towne, as 
wel as in y courte, spake of the worthynesse of Le Despwrueu. And 
in this meane season fferaunt & his company came vnto the Towne ; 
& at the comyng, the stretes were so fult of folke« that vnnethe he Ferant and 

12 might passe, for eueri man desired to se hym that had so honorably havH grand 
aquytte hym twies sith he retourned fro Spayne / also euery man from the 
desired to se his frendes that had be at this last iowrnay / In like 
wise desired they to se kynge ffirabrace / and the tothir prisoners / 

1 6 so did thei Le Despwrueu, of whom they had herde so moche wele 
reported / thus the houses were alle fomyssht with folke»» And yet 
ther was an othir cause / for a grete while they had not sens no 
good auenture for the kynge of Sizile, but alle of losis & damage*, 

20 wherfore this was ^to them the grettir ioie / thus fferaunt passid U leaf 26] 
thorugh the prees wiHi grete peyne, and came to his loggyng / where 
as kynge ffirabrace alight, and alle his folkes / and yn alle hast 
aredied hym to go to the kynge his maister / and to delyuere hym 

24 his prisoner, so wente he forth vnto the kynge, that abode hym in Ferant takes 
the grete halle of his paleis / that was so fult of people that euery King Fera- 

bras to the 

wyndowe and horde was charged / and so were alle the stretes of the King of 
Towne / so that he was a large half houre or he coude passe the 

28 prees to come yn to the halle where the kynge was / and at the 
laste he came vnto the kynge / and put the kynge his prisoner afore 
hym / whom he shewed to the kynge of Sizile / and whan he per- 
ceyued Kynge fl&rabrace, albe-it he was his prisoner / yit did he him who does 

32 such honour that he went toward hym a grete way bareheded, and 
toke hym by the hande / kynge ffirabrace seeng him self prisoner, 
& at the wille of the kynge of Sizile, did hym grete reuerence, for 
at that tyme was he as his sugget / than wente they two hand yn 

36 hand vndir the clothe of estate / & than talked the two kynges to- 
gedre, and callid fferaunt vnto them / but ouir alle thing / the kynge 
of Sizile desired to se Le Despwrueu, & behelde ouir alle to knowe but asks 
him / but this yong gentilman, that of his condic20ttn was shamefast Phiiip."^ 

40 & humble, had drawen him in-to the prees behynde moche people / 
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the kynge that yn no wise coude espie hym, seide to fferauut, 
" where is yowr newe seruant / why put ye him to no more honowr / 
be that y haue herde sey / he hath deserued as moche honot^r as 
any wMyn this halle, noon othir excepte / forsothe y desire gretely 4 
to se him " / kynge ffirabrace, fat herd the kynge of Sizile thus 
King Fera- speke, coude him in his mynde right goodo thanke / and saide, " be 
Prin«>PhuJp, my feith, he is worthy to haue moche honowr / & wold god that y 
had suche a seruaunt, that helde the la we y holde, and y wolde 8 
take hym for my felaw, daies of my lyf / and partener yn alle that 
y am worth / & shold be as grete maister of my Eeaume as my self, 
seeng that y haue sene him do / whiche is not credible / y am his 
who mtar^ pnsoner by .ij. tymes / and notwithstandyng, alt the daunger that y 1 2 
am yn, cometh by hym / yet is he the leuyng man that y moost 
loue / and moost dpsire the compayny of." The kynge of Sizile 
commaundid fferaunt to calle him / and so he did / and when he 
herde him called for / he came forth fro behinde moche of the 16 
[» »f.2e,bk.] people / his visage att rede for shame that so ^many folkes called 
him / He came bifore the kynge, & kneld doufi, and salewed him 
as he coude fult wele for aH honour was yn hym / the kynge toke 
hym by the hande / & made him to rise vp / and bihelde him right 20 
Tiie King eutentifly / Ss the more he behelde him, the more was he ameruailed 
much slrack of hym that excedid alle othir in euery thinge to be preised / then 
Philip, talked the kynge wtt^ him / and so did kynge ffirabrace also, and 

yn alle his wordes they founde him suche, & so wele assured / that 24 
they were ameruailed. The kyng of Sizile, & alle they that sawe 
him, thought / there were moo laudable thinge^ yn hym than any 
might reporte / he was gretely lokid on of alle them that were 
there / and euery man praiede for him that god of his grace sholde 28 
longe contynue hym yn honowr. Vfithyn litle while, kynge ffirabrace 
departed from the kynge of Sizile to his loggyng, to his dyner. 
The kynge of Sizile commaundid fferaunt to " brynge ageyn kynge 
ffirabrace afdr dyner, & le Despwrueu also, and then shaH they se the 32 
queue, the ladies & gentilwoman." & thus departed they to their 
whose beaaty loggyng / AH that day in euery place was moche speche of the beaute, 
are praisd by persouc & mauere of Le Despwrueu. But they that had sene hym in 

armes seide, that his beaute was not to compare with his worthy- 36 
nesse / and some answerde that than passed he aE the world. The 
kynge, aftir his grete assemble was departed, went to his dyner / 
and with hym dynyd the Queue and his doughter. and ye may wele 
thynke that this dyner tyme, through all the halle they hadde grete 40 
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specbe of Le Despt^rueu. The quene, & faire and good lolante hir 
doughtir, & alle the ladies & gentilwomen, desired so moche to se 
hym, that they thought the dyner right longe, and seide amonge 

4 them / *' fiiti eurous is fferaiint the SeneshaH, to whom god hath sent 
this man / hy hym is he at this day moche honoured / & the moost 
renomed knyght yn this Eeaume / If y were kynge, y sholde haue 
Le Despttrueu of myn house, for he hath noon suche " / On the 

8 tothre part, fferaunt dred right sore leste the kynge wold desire his Ferant femn 

_,- ii»i iii *^'*^ *^'® King 

newe se^oiaunt from hym, whiche was the thing that moost sholde of sidiy wm 

, Uke Prince 

sorowe hym / and therfore aftir dyner / er he wente to the courte, he p'j*"? fro™ 
toke Le Despwrueu alone yn-to his chambre / and seide vnto hym, 

12 ** my dere frende & my childe, the kynge hath doil you to-day grete 
honoMr, wherof y am right glad / for he may not do you to moche, 
neuirtheles y drede that by som enuy that reignetR ^ouir alle, the p leaf 27] 
kynge sholde be exorted to take you from me yn-to his hous ; and 

16 if ye were yn will now to leue me / it sholde be f* grettist displeasir 
and sorowe that myght befalle me / but y knowe wele it happeneth 
alday that men leue company for a higher seruice ; hou be it / seeng 
that y haue sene in you / y can not luge pat ye witt so do / for ther 

20 is so grete bounte in you. I knewe weel fat ye haue not ben 

acompavned here as bilongeth vnto you, and therfore y grannt you so he gives 
fro this day forth to haue v. or vj. men waityng on you / & to take six waiting- 
part of my goode* as longe as it pleasith you to be with me, as my share of his 

24 owne sone sholde, if y had any / and if god send me neuir noon, y 
shaii make you myn heir, yeldyng thanke to god to haue suche a 
successour." Le Despt^rueu fult humbly thankid his maister, & 
promysed hym trouthe & seruice to his power, without hauyng 

28 thought or wille to seche any othir maister, as longe as he wold 
serue / and that his maister shold lyue / and of this, at the request 
of fferaunt, promysed him his feith / wherof he was mora sure than Prince Phiup 
of any obligacion in the worlde / sone aftir departed fferaunt from terSit^u 

32 his loggyng toward the kynge / & had Le Despi^rueu wit/i him, that 
aboue alle thinge« desired to se the kynge* doughter, whom of beaute, 
bounte, & alle good manere was renomed thorugh the worlde. Wher- 
fore he apoynted hym, as goodly as he coude, to go with his maiste?* / 

36 & they came euen as the kyng was arisen, and yit were alle the 
Indies & gentilwomen there / the prees was not so grete as it was in 
the mornyng / and therfore men might more easily se flferaunt & his 
company / Le Despwrueu, for his grete humbles, was noon of the 

40 first, vfheTwiih his maister was no thinge pleased / for to his power 

D 2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



36 PHnce Philip is introdticed to the Princess lolante, 

he wolde fayn haue auau/iced Yiyiiu The kynge resceyued fPeraunt 
fult gladly / and aftir that he had salewed the kyng he toke forth Le 
Ferant intro- Uespttrueu by the hande / and brought hym to se the quene, seyng 
PhiKptoOie vnto hir, ''Madame, here is a gentilman of ifraunce that y brynge 4 
you / if his beaute be not resonable, his worthines recompense th, 
for by hym and his dedis hath tlie kyng, the Soudans brother, yn 
his priso^^n / for to me ought not the honour to tume therof, but 
to god & to this gentilman / and therfore, madame, y brynge hym to 8 
you / that it might please yowr grace to haue knowlache of hym " / 
The quene answerd to fferaunt / "for sothe, Seneshalt, a grete 
while sawe not y so faire a presente / & y wilt be aqueynted wiih 
[» If. 27, bk J hym with right goode ^ wilt / and he is right welcome to me, & y 1 2 

shalt se hym & welcome him more at leiser / if it please god / and 
who Mjs he's y pray you, brynge hym or sende hym often to disporte hym with 
himaeifwith my dought^ & the yonge ladies and gentil women of the courte / 
aiidtiie for it behoueth that we assay him in alle poyntes, if he be suehe 16 

Court-hidies. x v * 

amonge ladies & gentilwomen as he is amonge you men / And if 
he can not wele the manere / y beleue he shalt sone haue lemed / for 
* it is a comon seyyng / that men of warre be not good companyers 
with ladies & gentilwomen '* / Le Despwrueu Aunswerd / ** Madame, 20 
y thanke yowr grace right liumbly / and verily sheweth the same / 
that of the warres y can no thyug / but that my lord, my maister, 
hath taught me / for ncuir yn my lyue was y yn warrc but in his 
company, wheryn men may lerne bothe wele and honour /for y 24 
haue herde hym ymagyne & sey yn the euenyng, that hath befalle 
yn the morow " / fferaunt answerd & saide / " by my feith, sir, if 
ye be as light to lerne yoiur contenaunce amonge* ladies & gentil- 
women as ye haue ben to lerne the crafte of armes, ye shalt yn 28 
shorte tyme be a bettir mayster / than they that shalt lerne you ; 
for so farit^ it by you & me in the warres " / the quene lough, & 
seide, ** y beleue / from hensforth, yn like wise he shalbe bettir wel- 
Phiiipis come than ye" / Aftir thies worde«, fferaunt made him to rise vp / 32 
fair Princess & brought him to faire lolante, that Le Despwrueu desired so moche 
to se / he went not with a nay / but witife a right good wille / and 
whan he sawe the grete beaute that was yn hir, he thought that alt 
that euir he herde speke of hir was no-thing in comparison to that 36 
he sawe yn hir / he salewed hir fult humbly, & the faire lady toke 
who christens hym by the hande & seide, "my right dere frende, ye ar right 
nome. welcome, & by that / that y se / yoi^r name is * Le surnome ; for ye 

ar not Le Despwrueu of beaute, ne of alle othir condiciowns as y here 40 
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sey. Wherfore me thinketh yowr name is gvuen you with wronjije / 
and also me semeth that my lord my fadirs warres be a grete dele 
bettir puruaide sith yowr comyng, than bifore / I trowe that god of 
4 his grace hath sent you hider " / this yonge gentilman was so Prfnce pj>iup 
ashamed & so supprised vriih the beaute of this faire lady, that he loinnte's 
wist not what to Aunswere, saue that he seide, " Madame, god 
yelde yot^r grace /.but trewly y am wers pwniaide than my name 
8 can she we / but what name that pleasith you, y am content to 
bere" / the queue & fFeraunt lough wele at the word^g ^of hir [Ueafss] 
doughtir / & fro that day forth was he named Le Sumome ; whiche 
euery day multiplied, for the more men asaide him at alk pointer, 

12 the more they were assured of hym, & fonnde him pt/ruaide of alle 
thinge / that to a noble man belonged. 

Ihis meane tyme, abidyng the comyng of the kyng of Scottes 
sone / ffcraunt & his felawe abode stille w»t/i the kynge, yn 

16 M grete ioie, for the tidin^e« of aocours that they abode / and 
yn this ceason of flferauntes abidyng, Le Despwrueu, that now is 
pamed Surnome, by the kynges doughter / euery day wold go se 
the ladies, & in especiati the Queue & hir dougther, on whom att He visits iier 

20 his mynde restid / and ther was he right ioifuUy resceyued / and 

euery day was preuyd in dauncyng / in songes that the ladies coude and.danws 
thinke were couenable for a noble mau to conne; but in euery 
thinge he passed alle them that were there / The kyuge, for to assaie 

24 him, made lustis & tumeis / & noman did so wele as he yn He jousts and 
reunyng, pleyyng at the pame ; in shotyng, & castyng of the barre piIiysT' 
ne founde he not his maister ne his felawe / for yn euery thinge he and beatH " 

* evervbodT 

passid all othir. Thus past forth the tyme / but it annoyed gretly 

28 Surnome, that ther were no warres ne dedes of armes / for the cause 
of his depa?'tyng from his fadir was only to do god seruice yn the 
warres ayenst the hethen men : thus had he litle ioie, saue only of 
the faire and good lolante, to whom his hert was bounden for euer but loses i>is 

32 without departyng. % Now leue we of a litle, to speke of the lante. 
kynge of Sizile and alle his courte, & we shalle speke of the armee 
of Scott6«, hou they did aftir the depa?i»yng of f e messangere of 
Sizile. 

36 f^l^He conclusiown thus taken, as ye haue herde, with the kynge TiieKinRof 
of Scotteg, that knewe thies tidynges, sent to the kynge* of 
ffraunce and of Englond, how, vpon trust of them / & that 
they had aunswerde the knyght of Sizile / that he had concluded 

40 to sende, yn the seruice of god, to the socour of Sizile, Dauid his 
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eldest sone / albe-it they knewe fuH wele it was not yn bis power to 
MkB England fynde ther-to a suffisaunt nombie of folkes / wherfoi-e he praide 

and Krani-e ,*, i i.^o aa uj 

what help eche of theym to assertayne hym what aide & socours they wold do 

to Sicily. to god / to the kynge of Sizile / & to his seide sone / bicause that 4 
vpon this he might take auise / & shewed theym vttirly that 
without their aide he helde his conclosion noon / % Notable 

[1 If. 88, bk.] knyghtes & ^messangers went to the two kyngea. % Now was this 
Viage of Dauid spradde & pubblisshed thorugh alt Scotland / 8 

The Scotch wherof Dauid & alle the yonge loide^ & knyghtca of the land were 

youth are •» o •/ o 

enger t4> foi- gladder than euer they were yn their lyue / seyng amonges them 
i>avid, that they were moche bounden to god / that in the floure of theire 

youtlie had yeuen them this auenture. Dauyd was a goodly yonge 1 2 
man, of like age to Sumome, wele oondicioned, as to a kynges sone 
biloiiged / and wele shewed it / as hereaftir ye may here / there 
was no thynge so noious vnto him as his long abidyng / and to the 
kynge his fader was no thyng so sorowfult as his sones goyng / for 16 
it was the day of the worlde ^ai he drad moost / and so he had 
cause, for it was fult longe or he sawe hym ageyn / In this ceason 
of abidyng worde fro the kynges of ffraunce & Englond / he made 
and a large alle his prouisious & ordcnauuce^ for his sone / so wele and so Ylovlout- 20 

Expeditiou ia 

prepared. ably / that ther was neuer non suche seyn bifore in Scotland / In 
like wise alle the princes & Barons abielde them, & made to abile 
their sones, to go in this armee / whiche they desired to do sone / 
seyng the conclusion taken / many auncyente knyghtes there were 24 
also, affermed & concluded to auenture their lyues in this Viage, & 
thought them wele eurous to make their last viage in so high a 
seruice bothe for body & soule. % The messangers spedde them so 
that euery man came there his charge was / he that came to the 23 
kynge of f&aunce, did his message right wele, & foryate no thyng 
what Aunswere he had yeuen to the knyght of Sizile / In trust 
wherof his maister was determyned to sende his sone, and ellis not / 
The kynge of tfraunce, remembryng for trouthe what wordes he 32 
had to the knyght of Sizile, wolde yn no wise for his honot^r 
The King of contrary them ; and therfore, by good deliberacion of counsel!, or- 
mitMV,(mo deyned to sende his Constable wit^ the nombre of .x. M! men, 

certifiyng him that at such day as the kynge of Scottes had taken / 36 
ther shold be yn his parte no faile / Thus departed the messanger 
of Scotland, that was honorably resceyued, & had grete yiftes. 
And now retume we to hym that went yn-to England / that 
semblably in substaunce declared his charge, as the tothir had done 40 



men. 
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in ffraunce. tbe kynge of Englond, heryng the wordes of the 
Tuessanger, sawe wele that, and he sente not socours as he promysed, 
ypon him sholde reste the charge, and so co?2cluded to sonde his xiie King of 
4 AdmyraU of Englond / and with him the nombre of ^vj. M! men / jfuaranteea 
promisyng on his feith / that such day as ))e kyng of Scottes had [i leaf 20] 
taken, shold not be failed by hym / thus delyueid he the messanger, 
and honorably rewarded hym. and thus .ij. Messangers sped them 
8 so wele, yn shorte tyme they came ageyn vnto the kynge their 
maister, to whom they shewed hou they had spedde / Whan he 
herd thies tidinge^, he perceyued wele ther was no lettyng for his 
eldist sone / than ordeyned he with all diligence his apparaile, & so 

12 did euery man yn his parte / & so wele quitte them that at the day 
they had set / there was noon vnredy / and eche of the kyng^^ 
kepte his promys. Then was it a meruailous thinge to se, & a The three 
f aire / the iij. companyes to-gedir / that for the honour of the under PHnoe 

16 kynge of Scottes helde them only viidir the obeisaunce of his sone Scotland, 
Dauyd. H Wele knewe Le Surnome, that the kynge his ffader sent 
som ioYkes to thies socours ; wherfore he was in grete sorowe lest 
any of them shold knowe him, for be his wille he wolde not be 

20 knowen. % Now cometh the day of assemble of the piiissaunce of 

thies iij. kynges / and alle were at the porte Deon, yn Scotland, and embark 
the kyntre of Scotte^ conveied his sone thider / and aftir that eueri Dean in soot- 

laud. 

mannes harneis was shipped / they toke their leue of tlie kynge, 

24 whiche vunethe might speke to them, and in especiatt to his sone / 

but whan he toke his leue, felle yn a swone / so that men were fayn 

to bcre hym yn-to a chambre, so araied / that he semed rather ded 

than alyne. Alle they that abode & sawe their freudes go, had 

28 suche sorowe that they coude not comfort the kynge / for they were 

alle comfortles / they that weiite made litle sorowe, but only to se 

the hevyncsse that their frendes toke for theym. The kynge hath 

committed his soue to the aduise of therle douglas & of the Erie David's ad- 

32 Busshaunt, that were wise knyghte«, & cownyng yn the warres, & Lords dou- 

fflas and 

had seide to them bifore their departyng / ** my frendes and cousyns, uusimnt. 
y put yn yowr handed the thinge in the woilde y loue moost / & 
commaunde him to the kepyng of almyghti god, & sende hym forth 

36 wtt/t you " / and more might he not sey vnto theym. whan eueri 
man was to shippe / and the Sailes & ankei's wounde vp, they had 
good wynde / that brought hem sone from the port / and alle the 
people that were a lond co7nmaundid them to the kepyng of oure 

40 lord / and there was euery day a seuenyght aftir their departir 
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general! processione thorugfi alt the Reaume. Alas ! this grete & 
notable armee did litle profit to cristendome / wherof was grete pite 
and damage / but it is to thinke that god doth aH for the best / for 
V if.29,bk.] perauentiire they ^that went yn his sendee went not as they ought; 4 

but I remitte all that to the knowlage of god. {iiiumin.: BUgeby «Atp«.] 
The Sultan £\^ ^^^ depattyug of this grete & high armee was the Soudan 
Christian I I playnly enfottimed / & yn like wise the kynge of Sizile / but 
\j of alt the roaume of Sizile was not one yriih the armee. The 8 
Soudan, in eueri parte of the land that was yn his handed, had 
ioHkes to here tidynge^ / and helde him and his power on the feldes 
nygh the portes, where as he thought they might aryue ; so wtt/tyn 
litle while came certayne worde to hym, that men sy the cristen 12 
nearing Ga- navce comyug to take lond at the port of Gayette / the Soudan, 
heryng thies tidynge«, drewe thider yvi\h alle his puissaunce, & 
brought his ordenaunce wtt^ l^yn^ <^ ranged hym & his people 
and prepares ypou the ryuage, and leide his gonnes & his coluerynes to diffende 16 
their Wing. & distourbe the cristen mennys landyng / vpon the tothirside, 
Dauid of Scotlond, with alt his company, approched the port, «fe 
perceyued the enmys redy to deffende their landyng; and yn 
as moche as it was late, & that they knewe not the port, they toke 20 
councelt to ly at ancre til on the morowe, that they might se bettii 
what they had to do : So did they as ye haue herde / and at that 
p leaf 80] tyme was the wedir faire and ^calme, & thorugh alle the cristen 
The Christian navcc they made to bio we trompette«, clary ons & taberynes, & alle 24 
joyful scene: maucr of mynstraticic, so that it semed wele a place of ioie / their 
baners & penot^ns set out fleyng viiik the wynde, so that they that 
were on land might se them by the bright sonne / & thought it was 
a riche & a wele ffournyssht navee. Oure good cristen men 28 
thought longe, that they might not set vpon the Sarasynes that 
the Turkish night. In the hoste of the Turkes souned they ati night grete 
Hell. taberynes / that it semid bettir Helle than any othir thinge. Aftir 

ati this done, Dauyd of Scotland sent for the Constable of fEraunce 32 
& the Admyrati of Englond / & the moost part of notable knyghte» 
& Squyers, prayng them to take aduise & counceti what vr/stQ best 
to be done / aftir many wordes & demaundes, the conclusion of the 
councell was this / that men shold take .xx^ or xxx*' Galiette«, of 36 
the lightest that were in the Navee, & that they shold be wele & 
strongly gamyssht ytiifi artrye & serpentynes, and alle other abile- 
mentes that were behoffult / & that they shold go costyiig the lond / 
to se where were best londyng; and in this wise might they se 40 
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somwliat the maner of their enemyes / And also that in eueri 

galiette sholde be some notable knyghtes and squyers wele accom- 

payned, suche as were cownyng & expert yn armes / thw councelt 

4 was admytted / and euery captayne that had yn charge to ordeyne 

his folkes, did it with aH diligence / So euery man was redy at the Ti»e prainettCT 

houre that he was apointed / & the Galiette« wele pwruaide for / & tiaus 

full of folkes / But ye may wele thiuke that euery man went not 

8 that wold, for euery man had desire to auenture him in that high 

seruice / whan they were assembled, they departed & sprad in many 

placis / approchyng the aryuail. The Soudan, seyng this company, reconnoitre, 

drew towarde* them, wenyng veryly that they had come to take 

12 londe / wherfore he ranged his folkea vpone the aryuail as ny the 

water as they myght, for to defende the cristen mennys londyng ; 

where he did foly, for the Galiette^ approched them so nye / that 

they drewe aH at ones withyn the shotte of thuir ordenaunce, & 

IG were wzt/iyn ij. stones caste to theym / for the Galiettes & bargette« 

drew but litle depnesse / & at this first encountre were many and Biioot 
turkes slayn, «fe many grete lordes of theym ; for the moost noble ™*"^ 
alwey desired to be formest / that day bare the turkes grete damage / 
20 & with litle losse the cristen folkes retourned ageyn to their grete 

vessels, that lay at ancre we't^ut the port / ^whiclie had seyne ali p if.80,bk.] 
that they had done on lond / and whan they came, they had grete 
laude and thanke, for they had so honorably aquitte them fat day. 
24 Dauyd of Scotland / the Constable of fEraunce, the Amyralt of 
Englond, sende for their folkes to come to the shippe that Dauid 
was yn / f or to telle what they had seyne on lond, and hou they 
did for the grete shotte that came among hem, and hou they sup* 
28 posed that they alle might londe / and thus they answerd alle They report 
generally, that yif the grete vesselles might haue come as nere as David and 
the litle / it sholde haue be a light thinge to take lond / but they 
sawe wele it was not possible for theym to come so nere / wherefore 
32 it was nedefult to take good aduise, fFor the company of the thre 
kynges that ther was / was not lightly to be auentured, for the 
losse of them might tt^me to ouir grete hurte to alt cristendome / 
Dauid and alle the tothir lordes, hcryng this reporte, concluded that 
36 euery man shold take aduise of this matier / & on the morowe, in who resolve 
the point of the day, that eueri man shold here masse / and forwith uon next day. 
aftir meete ther ageyn / <& sey ther advise, such as they shall haue 
remembred that night / this was done, & eueri man wente to soper 
40 and to reste. IT Nowe shall we retowrne to fe Soudan & his 
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Balta8ar*8 Flan to repel the Ch^tians debarking. 

folk^, that gretely meruailed of the maner of oure cristen folke^ / 
for moche people had they lost hy them / and afbir the depai-tyng of 
the Galiette«, the Soudan sent for alle his Capteynes, to take auise 
what was best to do / either to lete the cristen men to take loud / 4 
or to resiste theym / they sawe clerely that yif the cristen men 
contynued yn that they had don^ the day before / he might no 
thyng Wynne, but alwey lose / so he praied eche of them trewly to 
counseile him, & say what was to be done / and aftir thies wordes 8 
he asked auise at one that him thought most sad to counseile in 
suche cas / & this knyght was named Baltasar / whiche alt his 
tyme had vsed his lif in warres / as wele on cristen as on hethen / 
the whiche Baltasar, aftir many excuses made, leyng the charge on 12 
them ]rat were wiser than he / seyng that it was full vnsittyng for 
hym to speke bifore suche as there were / & whan he sawe he 
might not be excused, he seid in this mauere / " sir, sauyng yottr 
pleasir and correccton, ye haue a feble choyse of me / but sith it 16 
pleasith you that y shalt speke, & may not be excused, y shalt sey 
vn^dir correccton as me thinketh / ye haue sene the maner of the 
cristen to-day / what Damage they haue done to you & youre folkes / 
whiche is more than folkes put you yn knowlage of / ye se wele 20 
that alt their desir is to take lond ther as we be ; wherof y mervaile, 
for it were more profitable ellis where for them / and therfore y 
suppose that they haue non of Sizile with them / and so they wote 
not where to seche their port but here / wherfore me thinketh it 24 
wei-e good this night to make pitted ther as they sholde londe, 
whiche sholde be wele garnysshed with ordenaunce, and that they 
shold be made yn suche wise that eche of them might defende 
othir / And also that ther might be made grete trenches, that ther 28 
might be grete nombre of people hid theryn / and that yottr grete 
armee drewe them a-bakke the draught of an arowblast, and there 
shewed them. I suppose verily whan the cristen shalt se that / they 
wold come in many placis to take lond / pe7*auenture alle the puis- 32 
saunce of them / and if they come ones wit^yn gonne shotte, y 
suppose that fewe of their vessels, or noon, shal escape vndrowned / 
and for this that y haue seide of my opinion, alwey wit^ correccton, 
me thinketh ther shold be apointed moche people, wele pi^ruaide of 36 
vitaile til to-morowe yn the mornynge, to go yn hande al night 
with this werke / and yif eueri man do his deuoir, y trow it wol 
not dure half the night ; and as for my part, y wol begyn, if ye be 
plesed. and if myn advise be simple, y beseche yoz^r grace / & alle 40 
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that here be, of pardon, for if y coude bettir / bettir y wold sey, and 
oflTre me to the best counsel}" / Aftir thies wordes / the Soudan 
asketh forth alle othir folowyng / hou they thought, and he that 
4 spake nexte, seide / " sir, ye haue herde thaduise of Baltasar / that au the other 

^ 7 / 7 ,/ / Captaiiw 

alt his tyme hath haunted the warres / and for the spede of this •«»«• 
matier, to myn aduise ye may no bettir be adressed / wherfore, 
without holdyng of longe speche fro pointe to pointe, y can no 
8 bettir say / than y haue herd him say ; wherfore y offre my self & 
all my folkes wtt/i all diligence toward the perfowrmyng ther-of / 
if it so please you." whan thies two had endid their reasons / 
the Soudan asked ferther / and enery man was of thopinion of 

12 Balthasar / offryng them self and alle their f dikes to all that 
pleased the Soudan to commaunde / this counsel! was sone 
taken & concluded / and they that shold do the dili^gence [* if. si, bk.] 
were ordeyned, and to euery man deliuerd their charge, whiche The pits and 

16 was done bifore day / and so wele accomplesshed that no man Jljg^j"** 
coude amende it / for it was not so wele deuised / but it was 
perfottrmed. 

YE haue herde wele hou the cristen men had apoynted the 
moost noble men to be yn Dauyd shipe yn the mornynge 
be tymes / to take aduise what was to be done, at the houre At PHnoe 
apointed they came, & went to a counselt / and than spake Erie Couudi, 
Douglas for his maister / seyng, " faire lordes, ye knowe at oure 

24 departyng yister euen, howe euery man sholde take remembraunce 
of this grete matier. Wherfore, my lorde that here is, wolde fult 
fayne knowe jour anises / what is to be done, for he knoweth wele 
amonges you alle, prynces & Barons, ye haue this night fult ofte 

28 awaked to stodie aduise yn this high werke, where-yn we be / In 
whiche we may wynne the glory of heuen / the honour and renome 
of the worlde / and aquyte vs of the charge fat is youen vnto vs. 
So praieth you, my lorde that here is / that it plese you to counseile 

32 hym / and he is redy to execute it to his power. The kynge his 
fadir hath ordeyned hym ther-to / and for that cause sent him 
hider " / aftir tho wordes, Dauyd hym self praide them the same / 
and than he bisought the Constable of ffraunce to speke first / for 

36 he was moost noble man of the company, and not werst pt^ruaide of 

good aduise / it was no meruaile, for he was one of the chief of the uie constable 
Keaume of ffraunce. Then spake he, & seide / " y meruaile moche, advises 
my lorde, of so wise a kynge as is the kynge your fadir, that he 

40 hath sent you hider yn this grete & noble company, without 
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hanjng one only man of that same leanme tliat je sliold aryuc yn. 
vndir correcctbn / me semeth it a giete defante / for as longe as 
oaie enemyes wille / we shalltf take no londe here / seyng the Soudan 
^MthfT & al]6 his pnissaimce hifoTC ts, and we not knowyng the londyng, -t 
^hm to whereby we haae neither Wisdam nor policoe to heipe vs / also the 
kynge of Sizile is not adnertised of oure comyng / wherfor© y wote 
not what to connseile yon / but best, me thinketh, it were to sende 
thtj than vnto the kynge of Sizile, and byde stillc here til theire comynge 8 
Kiii^oT ageyn / But ther is o sore point / they that shallc go, knowe not the 
way / ne where they shalla fynde hym / but y make no doute, if 
they may haue grace to come to hym / the kynge shall ptnnray for 
them to be conduyted surely y-nongh / I can se noon other wey but 12 
this / for the more y thinke on it / the more straunge me semys 
[> loirs] the matier / wherfore y can not wele geue you counseiH, ^but 
biseche youre Lordship to axe ferther of them that haue sene more 
than I. ifor often tyme they that haue grettist charges be not moost 16 
wise / & so farith it by me / but as for my parte, y am redy to 
obeie you / and do you seruise as is coYninaundid me / tind to 
bileue the counseile of wise & noble men, bettir knowing suche 
matiers than y, wherof many may lightly be founde in this notable 20 
company." Dauid vndirstode wele that the Constable was yn dis- 
pleasir, by cause they had noon ther of the Eeaume of Sizile that 
The Admini might couduy te them / and so he askid forth the Amiralt of Ing- 

londes auise, whiche in alle poyntes folowed the Constable of 24 



ffraunce / & shewed more sad matier to be troubled than did the 
Constable / and spake as he that was not pleased, leyyng grete 
charge to them that had the conduyte of the armee^ / and Dauid of 
Scotland askid ferther, but he fonde noon that coude take a ferme 28 
purpose. Thus as they were yn argumente^, wit/iout any conclu- 
The look-out sione takyug, they that were in the somer Castells & toppis of the 
thatttie shippis / that mi<(ht easely se alle them that were a londe, per- 

Saltan hM ' ., , , r. , , „ ,. •.•- / 

withdrawn ceyued verrily that the Soudan and alle his armee was witndrawen 32 
from the more than the draught of an arowe; & anoon they tolde thies 
tidynge* to dauyd j & U> alle iheym that were with hime, whiche 
forthwith went vp on the shippes / an sawe it was trewe that they 
had seide / Som of them seid the Soudan did tliis for to haue 36 
bataile, & to haue the cristen men at lease defence / & som seide 
that he wtVhdrewe him for the grete losse he had yisterday wzVi the 
gonnes & shotte of cristen men / whiche he wolde no more abide. 
2 ? MS. ariuee. 
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alle they that were there, seide that they withdrewe them for they 
might not wele f eight so ny the water, seyng the smalle vessells so 
wele fumyssht / Than they concluded to go thider ageyn / and it 
4 was ordeyned that they shold go, that went the day a-fore, with 
many moo yn their company / so than was the houre apointed / & 
to euery man deliuerd the charge of such feliship as shold go at 
tlieir conduyte / whan the houre came, alle men went to their ves- The chri»- 

tians mail 

8 sells / and m especiali, grete nombre of yong knyghtes & Squyers, ti«eir smaii 
moo than had done the day a-fore / & whan tliey were assembled / advance. 
they spredde their vessells as they had done the day bifore. Of 
the tothir parte / grete nombre of Turkes came out of their pauylions 

12 toward them, makyng semblaunt to defende the londe; they that 

were wtt/iyn the barges & Galiettes, in alt haste nyhed the ^ Londe, p if.82,bk.] 
& then feyned the turkes to withdraw them, for the grete shote of The Turks 
oure cristen men / this seyng, they of the Gsliettes approched so retreat; 

IG nye that they might a lepte to fe londe if they had wolde; & so 
they had done, if it had not be defendid fro them / the turkes that 
were yn the trenches & in the pitted, that were so wel made that 
their shot was alt a longe the see side fro place to place, & was so 

20 wele garnyssht that no thinge failed ; and whan they sawe the 
barges & Galiettcs so ny, that they might no nerre with-out 
londyng, then lepe they out of their trenches / yrith so horrible a their men in 

._, -i-ii i>iiiDi^ *•''* trendies 

noise & cry, as though it had ben alle the ennemys of helle ; & all leap out and 

24 at ones shotte with gonnes, serpen tynes & culuerynes, arblastes, 

crosbowes ; <fe alle suche ordenaunce as they had / they lete go at 

ones ; and whan the turke herde this noise, he made to caste yp a 

cry & a noise amonge his folke«, & drewe thiderward in suche 

28 maner that alle our folkes were a-ferde ; & not wzt^ut cause / for 

many of their barges were a londe, & had fewe gonnes or serpen- 

tynes to defende them self wzt/i / and they were araied in suche 

wise / that they were almost destroied / for the moost part of them 

32 wt'tAyn / were so hurte that they might not helpe them self / the 

remenaunt durst not she we them, for the grete shot that came on 

them / moreouir, ther were at this first encontryng .iij. or iiij. Three or four 

,. o , , , I , f , , . , o Christian 

galiette^ & barges drowned / wher3m many a notable knight & Kaiwes and 
36 squier endid their lyues / It is not to questioune / bat owr folkes wSk.and 

•^ *' / ^ i I J many men 

fat were in fe grete Nauee, & might se f is grete infortune / but wid. 
they had asmoche sorowe as fey might here / for 3m Jjts litle 
ITauee was fe flo?«r & fe choise of alle feir yong chiuallry / fuH 
40 feyne wold fey at fat tyme a bene a londe to a uentured their lyues 
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yn the helpe and lescuse of their fiende^ / but for alle their dis- 
comfort / it might now be noon other. The turkes did their deuoir 
The Chris- to dcstroie the cristen / and the cristen put payne to saue them 

tUuiA retmit, ' ^ r r j 

***ht boSi ^^^ I ^*^^^^ makyng any othir warrea, the moost part of them 4 
came ageyn to the grete Navee, Wherof were hurt wit/iout nombre / 
& many of them dyde that were hurt wtt^ the gonnes & serpen - 
tynes / whan afi this was endid / they tolde of their losse / hoii 

and many yiij. of their smallest vessells were drowned, wherof neuir a man 8 

men kild and ** 

wounded. escope, beside alt the remenaunt that were hnrte / this day hath 

done asmoche harme to pe cristen men as sholde a done a grete 

bataile, for suche as were of hy & grete corage, that wolde auenture 

p leafss] them / the moost part was dede. ^ There was the sorowe & com- 12 

plaint that eueri roan made for his frende / aswele for the hurte as for 

I drop tiiia, the dede / whiche were to lonse to reherce. % I shalt leue of this 

because it ' 

annoys me. sorowc, for the writyng therof annoieth me / and I retowme to the 

Soudan & his company / that make grete ioie this night / thinkyng 16 
that for a bigynnyng this was a faire auenture / and knewe wele by 
them self of the night a-fore / ynne what discomfort the cristen men 
were / and gretely honoure they The knyght that hadde yeuen 
them this conseile. that nyght concludid they to tary there stille, 20 
til the cristen Navee Was wztMrawen, for the grete losse & sorow 
that they had / this nyght was yn the cristen JS'avee no counseitt 
nor conclusion taken, for euery man had y-nough to do, to visite 
^ his frende / there is no sorow nor mysfortune but it most passe. 24 

Prince David So ou the morowe Dauyd assembled his counseilt : and aftir that he 

holdsasecond 

Council. had made the compleynte^ & lamentyng of them he had loste, to 
their nyest frende* / he praied them euerichon to take this auenture 
yn pacience, & to shewe' their best counseilt in this matier / & for 28 
to reherce the opinions of eueri man, it shold be to longe, I shalt 

It decides go to the conclusion, that was this / they apointed two notable 

to send two ^ i_ -i , , , i J t 

El?'^Itsto y^"8® knyghte*, hardy and wise of their age, and wele aduised, & 
UnSbynigiit. ordcyucd them to take that night a Galee / and more than ij. leegis 32 

from the Soudans puissaunce thoi sholde londe / & put them in 
«jj «^n»» * deuoir to take som maner of persone walkyng yn the feldea, whiche 
to wdi'*'^*^ sholde teche them the wey to the kynge of Sizile. whan this was 

apointed / they leide the charge of the message on thies tAvo 36 
knyghted, whiche were bothe of Scotland, whiche charge was no 
thinge elle« but that they shold telle by mouthe, what auenture was 
befalle to the cristen Navee / and att for lakke that they had no man 
of that countre that coude conduyte them / and that they wolde 40 
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abide ther / the messangers / xiiij. dales / and if thei retowme not 
'wtthyn that time / they wolde departe / for they had no lenger 
vitaile. Thus departed the two knyghte* / and euery man praide 

4 them to do wele their deuoir ; so they went to their vessells, & 
slepte there til it was night / than toke they their course toward a The two 
grete wode / that semed a two leegis from the Soudans hoste / then knightoUnd, 
they toke vnto them vitaile for ij. or iij. dayes, & armed hem 
8 lightly, & toke theire sheldes and their swerdes / and eche sware to 
abide by other yn alle auen^tures ; & wele might eche of them trust c» if. ss, bk.] 
othir, for they were cosyn germyns, comen of the best lynage yn 
Scotland, as of Barons / and of their age of them self moost renomed. 

12 So moche did they that, vnpe?'ceyued or knowen of any persone, 

they came to the forseide wode. this forest was ful longe, and but and get to a 
litle wey fro thens was the place fro whens kynge fiirabrace de- 
partid whan he was taken / and that forest endured to the playne of 

16 Tapyr / that Olyuer, fferaunte* brother, had yn gouemaunce. Now 
ar thies ij. knyghte« londid, and made their praiers to almyghti god 
to be their guyde, and conduyte hem from alle them that wold hurte 
them / then they wilke forth thorugh the forest til it was day / & 

20 when it was day, they perceyued a grete hy wey, that was moche 
vsyd & betyn with horsis / it was a wey that went to a Toure of 
kyng ffirabrace / & assone as they might / they leste^ this hy wey / 
and toke a more wilde wey in-to the foreste / alwey costeyng by 

24 the same wey, to the entent to mete wtt^ some laborer that might 
auertise them where they were / so long they went til they came 
out of the forest / and were attmost at the Towne of fFounde / where They come 
a grete ganson was of the Turkes / and they dred to come yn any 

28 toune til they knewe more / and witMrewe them ayen in-to the 

forest / they had gone but a while, but they mette an olde woman / and meet an 
that bare a fagot on hir hede of stikke«, that she hadde gedird yn 
the wode / and whan she perceyued thies knyghte^, she knewe 

32 anoon be their abilment that they were not of the turke«, & she 
dred hir moche, & seide vnto them in such langage as they might 
wele vndirstonde / "my lordes, preised be ihesu criste / that y 
haue founde you here, for y se wele ye be cristen / & forsothe so am who pretend* 

'' ^ J J I tobeaChris- 

36 I / and for that y wote not that ye knowe this contre / y wol aduise ^ian* 
you to be ware / for on that honde is a grete garison of the Turkys 
folke«." and this seide she, for she thought they had sene the 
place, by cause they sholde haue the more affiaunce yn hir / when 

2 ? for 14te, 
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the knyghte herde her speke / they wende wele she seide trouthe, 
and came the more out of the wode to speke more to hir / and 
askid whiche was the nexte place that hilde of the kynge of Sizile / 
The old wo- she seide it was but .iiii. myle thens / and that a knyght had it in 4 

man tells tlie o ^ / ^ ./ o 

Bpiesthata goue?'naunce, that was called Olyuer, whiche was Brother vnto the 
off^"* * ™"** Seneshalt of Sizile ; & she seide that but a litil while sjme / the 
Soudans brothir, kynge ffirabrace, was taken prisoner bifore the 
[I lesifsi] same place / the ij. knyght€5 were ioifult of thies ^tidynge^, & 8 
praiede the woman that she wold bringe hem thider / she made 
semblaunt of haltyng, as she might not wele go / for there was no 
thinge she drede more than to come yn to that place / for she was 
knowen ther for the worste & the moost vntrewe that yn hir tyme 12 
lyued / then asked they hir, what wey they myght holde / and she 
tolde hem the trouthe, & shewede hem whiche wey they sholde 
take / and that sliold not faile them til they came withyn a bow- 
shot of the place / than bitoke they hir vnto god / and helde forth 16 
As soon a* that wey aswele as they might. & whan they were out of hir 

they leave ^ . . 

iier, sight / she leide doune hir fagot / and ranne yn suche wise toward 

she runs to o i o / ^ 

the ganison, the garison of the turke«, that she semed not lame / for vnnethe an 

horse might ouirtake hir; so fast she ranne / that by than she 20 
came to the place, she mijght vnnethe speke / and whan she was 

and tells the brcthed, she called the Captayne & tolde him alt that she had 

Turkish Can- ' ^ ^ 

s*''teh^8"'es ^*^^^^®j ^ ^^^ s^® thought they were not of the Reaurae of Sizile ; 

& hou she had counselled them / for she dempte they were of the 24 
cristen armee / that is nowe come, " and if ye wille, they may not 
escape you, for y shall brynge you where y lefte hem " / whan the 
Captayne herde this olde woman / he callid his folkes, & made hir 
to reherce the tale ay en bifore them ; & so she did, & seide verily 28 
they had no horses, but wente a fote, & drewe toward Olyuers 
place / wherto they might not come but by ij. passages / thenne 

He sends two apointed he xx^ of the garisone to go forth in ii. partes to the two 

parties of his ^ , , , f i • .. i i ,11 , 1 , 

men to catch passages that they thought thies ij. knyghtes sholde passe by / and 32 
sent forth othir .x. wzt/i this olde woman, to wite if they might 
fynde them nere ther she lefte them / Thies ij. cristen knyghtes, 
that sawe this olde woman renne thus whan she was departed fro 
them / and that she was not lame as she had seide / knewe full wele 36 
what hir entent was / & wherfore she ranne so fast toward the 
The Scotch Sarasyns / wherfore, as wise knyghtes of warre, they drewe them 
farther into forthcr yu-to the wodc / yn-to the thikkest therof / costeyng alwey as 

the woman had taught them / so that they came neither yn hy wey 40 
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nor path / but costeyde forth as streight as they coude, towardes the 
place / And for the turkes, that y haue tolde you rode to the ij. 
passagis / they toke no grete hede to the reporte of this olde 
4 woman / but seide amonge« them, ^"oure Captayne is wele occupied [» if.s4, bk.] 
to geue any credence to the seyng of this olde woman / that is wors 
than the blak deuelt of helle ; it jnay as wele be that she doth this The old 
for the harme of vs. as for the hurte of othir / it is not good to report i* 

' ^ pooh-poobd. 

8 trust to moche yn hir sorowe / haue he that hastith hym ouir faste 
for her wordes / it is goode we auise vs wele a-fore / for Olyiiers 
folke« be men of grete vertu and worthynesse / and if we approche 
their place, y suppose we shall not reto2*rne wit/iout debate " / with 

1 2 suche wordes rode they forth al easely , so longe til one of the x. 
that were to-gedir, perceyued the ij. knyghtea comyng out of the 
wode, & toke the wey to Olyuers place / whiche was not fer fro 
them. & when the turk^« perceyued hem, they spoiled aftir them Tiie2Soot«h 

16 in aH that they myglit / the two knyghtcs vndirstode wele that they attnckt by 
were enemys, & fled toward the ffortresse / but they were so nere 
tliem / that they ouirtoke them wit/^yn lesse than a bow-shotte to the 
toune & ffortresse / & whan they sawe they might no ferther, they 

20 put on their helmys / and aredied hem to their defence, & made a 
syne to them of the place for helpe, & set them self ayenst a tre, 
& defendid them ayenst aH .x. The wacche of the place, that sawe 
wele ati this, sende worde to Olyuer herof in aE haste, whiche 

24 came vp anone on the wallis, & sawe wele alle the feeldes aboute / 
that there was no moo but they, & that they were so nere his place / 
wherfore he had no drede to make his folkes issu out on them / & 
anone they came to the socours of thies ij. knyghtes, that wele and ouver nends 

28 manfully f aught / & be than had slayne ij. or iij. turkes / & made auccoartbe 
suche way aboute them / that their enemyes durst not wele approche Knigbu, 
them, the turke« perceyued fe comyng-out of f em of the place, 
and durst not abide them / but anon fled streight toward the wode, 

32 but ther was noon that folowed hem / for assone as Olyuers folkea 

came to the ij. knyghte^, they tarycd stille with them / and brought who are then 
them yn-to the toune to their maister, that resceyued them with to tJie fon- 
grete ioie whan he knewe what folke« they were / and askid 

36 them of their tidyngea / whan the knyghtes sawe Olyuere, they 
thankid god of his grace / that had brought them yn-to his handed ; 
and than they tolde him ali the pitous & sorowfult auenture that 
was falle vnto tY^ cristen the day bifore their departyng / the dis- 

40 comfort of Dauid, the kynge of Scottes sone / & of alle the Prynces 
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50 The SiciliaTis and Hungarians make ready to fight. 

{} leaf 85] of ffiaunce, Englond and Scotland, that were there / & ^hou they 
wist not where they were / nor herde no worde fro the kynge of 
Sizile, wherof they thought grete meruaile / seyng that he was 
assertayned of their comyng / of tyme & houre of their departyng / 4 
The Scotch, and neuir had sente one only man vnto them / wherfore they toke 
att^eKing greto displeasir / and were gretly annoied to warden him, <fe had 
to thim '"* sente them / vpon their retowme wit/i-yn xv. Dayes / or ellis to go 
their wey / and tary no lenger / Olyuer excused the kynge as moche 8 
as he might / for he sawe wele it was nede / & that the cristen had 
cause of displeasir / So made he the knyght^a att the chere that he 
coude, & promysed to conduyte them to the kyng of Sizile, that 
was but ij. dayes iowrnay thens, of whiche kynge we wol speke 12 
nowe, for we haue lefte of hym a grete while. 
The King of F | ihe kyugc of Sizile, knowyng verily tlie Armee made by the 
iij. kynges, assembled the thre estates of his lond, and 
helde a grete counseilt, to take aduise hou he might con- 16 
duyte & gouerne him, the ceason he abode the comyng of the 
cristen armee / eueri man counseiled hym to reise alle the power of 
his lond, a litle bifore suche tyme as the cristen armee shold arryue / 
accordyng to this auise he did / and sent for alle maner abile men 20 
and his folk, of warre / & anoon vritJiout any delay they came vnto him / 
arraied and accompanyed as wele as they might / thenne shewed he 
vnto them / the hope & comfort that he had, to haue socour of the 
cristen men / and the kyng was then wele accompanyed aftir the 24 
pouerte of his Eeaume / and the grete losse that had fallyn ther- 
to / & for they of the reaume had moche leuer dye / than to con- 
tynue yn suche case as they had bene a grete while / for this cause 
came alle maner of folkea / eueri man for his parte as wele abiled and 28 
and the King accompanycd as they might / In like wise the kynge of Hungry, 
andiiisf*'^ that ioyucd to the reaume of Sizile, hadde arredied him & alle his 
power, to mete with the cristen men at their londyng / accompanyed 
with the kynge of Sizile, trustyng at that day to se the warres 32 
assemble to eudid / Thus the kynge of Hungry, wele acompanyed, abode eueri 
Expedition day to here tidyngei? of the cristen / but noon he herd / whiche was 

from Scot- "^ "^ ° ' ' 

land, &c. a grete defaute yn alle partyes / For lakke of sendyng eche of them 

to otliir, grete harme befiUe, wherof was grete pite. The kyng of 36 
Sizile, abidyng tidynges, was asserteyned by his Capteynes that the 

[a If. 35, bk.] Soudan had assembled alle his people, ^as they vndirstode by suche 
of his folke« as were taken prisoners / and that he purposed to 
encountre the cristen armee, whiche was ny the costes, as he vndir- 40 
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stode. The kynge, knowyng for certayn tliies tidynges from many 
places, toke the felde with alle his folkes, a thre leegis from the 
Soudan on that on side of hym / hut his puissaunce was not to 
4 dele with the Soudan and his hoste / & than toke he counseilt 
what was to he done yn this matier : and they auised him to ley while wait- 

, - , . , , .... / ing.the 

seesje to a place that was named fosses, whiche was hut iiii. myle Sicilians and 

«/ «/ Hungarians 

fro the porte where-as the turke lay. This sholde he hut for a besiege 

*^ "^ Fosses. 

8 maner to holde his peple to-gedir til the londyng of the cristen 
armee / & to thentent to cause the Soudan drawe thiderwarde til 
the cristen might londe / for he entendid to hoolde no seege ther / for 
and the Soudan came / he wolde withdrawe him / for he was not 

1 2 able to dele with him / thus was the conclusion taken / and as yn 
maner of a seege, loggid him and his folkes hifore the place, where 
he was the same tyme that the ij. knyghte^ came to Olyuer, whan- 
he promysed them to conduyte hem to the kynge in ij. dayes. 

16 IT On the morowe fult erly, whan the ij. knyghfc?s were wele restid 

at their ease, Olyuere puruaide for them .ij. good horsis / & conveied ouver brings 

_ 111,1 1 1 theaSotch 

tnem so wele that he brought them to the kynge / and viiHt the Knights t<. 

® JO/ the King of 

lease peyne he might do so, for alle the hethen men were wM the sidiy, 
20 Soudan / saue only they of the garisons, whiche were riot right wele 
fumyssht with folke, as it shewed wele by the place that the kynge 
of Sizile lay hifore / thus as the ij. knyghtes and their guydes 
rode / they questioned of the kynge of Sizile & his puissaunce / and 
24 Olyuers folke^ tolde hem the grete paynes, hardnesse, mysery, & 
pouej-te, this pore Eeaume had endured / and than they tolde hem / 
hou, bi-f ore the comyng of the cristen armee / a man like an Aungel and they are 

' r^ . 1 1 o told of the 

yn beaute, to seynt George m worthynesse, was come vnto them, & '^^nderftii 

28 sith hys comyng, they had neuir but good auenture / and alle iheir Phiup. 
dedfis & emprises were come to good conclusion / and tolde them 
of the ij. first good auenturos that felt sodeynly at his first comyng, 
and tolde alt the maner hou they fell / and that sith his (507?imyng, 

32 one Sizilion was worth vj. turkes, and byfore, vj. of them were not 
worthe one turke / and that nowe the turkes might not endure 
ayenst them / of thies tidynge^ were the ij. knyghte« wele com- 
forted / and desired no more of god, ^but that their company were p leaf se] 

36 ones assembled with the kynge of Sizile / And for to knowe more 
of this yong man that was newe come in-to Sizile / they asked his 
name / **for so the," seide their guyde, **whan he came hider, his 
name was Le Despwrueu ; but for that eueri man hath sene yn him 

40 so moche wele & noblesse / the ladies of the courte haue named him 

E 2 
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Ijq Snmonie ; for ihey sawe him yn no thicge dispurueid that longid 
to honour / thus now his name is Sumome. And if ye wilt knowe 
him, it nedith not to desire any man to she we him you, but 
beholde the moost faiie and amyable, and the moost likly of the 4 
kyngeff armee / and that is he, and by this ye may lightly knowe 

The £ Scotch hym" / The ij. knyghtes of Scotland rode forth ali ioifully, hering 
thies tidynges, & had grete meraaile that yn the persone of one 
man might be so grcte cause of preise, desiiyng moche to se him / 8 
so longe they rode, that they approched the kynge of Siziles hoste / 
and at their welcomyng, there was right a grete assaute at the place / 

Join In the and they alight as folke of right high corage, and went streight to 

F0M6B. the saute / & fonde ther many pavis throwen to the crthe / and echo 12 
of them toke one, & went to the walhs, beholdyng who did best / 
& they sawe, by force of defense, that the saute began to waxe lesse / 
& many iolkes to w/t^drawe them / for there were many of the 

They aee cHsten woundid & sore hurte / but at the laste, they sawe at o toure 16 

Priiiee Philip , ^ ' ^ 

fM(htJnff alone one of the kynge of Siziles parte that valiauntly fought, and for no 
thing wolde descende, but rather was maister of that toure / but he 
had noon erthly helpe / wherfore he made a syne to his company 
that they sholde retotcme / hou-be-it ther were full fewe fat drewe 20 
thiderward / for euery man helde hym vttirly destroied withoute 
remedy, men might se wele a-fer that he was sore assailed / but 
meruailously he defendid him / so that noon durst abide a stroke 
of his hande. he was so hy a-lofte that nedid to drede, neither gonne 24 
shot, ne stone east / nor no hurt they might do him, saue only with 
strokes / and the tvakes dred his strokes so moche, that they durst 
not abide him ; thus, as half taken, was he ypon this toure, & sy hym 
self at a mischief / wherfore he made synes to the people, geuyug 28 
them corage to come ageyn / thies ij. forsaide knyghte^ of Scotland 
had be their but a while, when they herd cry, ** Le Sumome is lost / 
but if he haue socour / whiche sholde be the grettist hurt that euir 

n If. 86, bk.] befelt to the reaume of Sizile ; " & anoon they knewe ^wele that it 32 
was the same valiaunt squyer of whom they haue herde speke, 
whiche stode yn auenture for lakke of socottr. than toke they ij. a 

and go to hit laddir, and drew them toward the toure / anoon af tir them came 

many moo folke*, but they were the first, be a good while, that went 36 
ypon the laddir / the saute began on alia parties more huger and 
more sore than it had ben bifore / thies ij. knyghtes of Scotland 
did all their payne to come vp / & to make them to be knowen of 
Surnome, as wele as of them of the hoste. wherto they did all tlie 40 
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diligence that any noble men might do / & many tymes were put 
doune of the ladders / & many tymes remounted ayen. Surnome, Prince PhiUp 
seyng the good wille of them, thought, with the helpe of god, to 
4 make them better wey / & so betoke him-self to god & blessid him / 
& auaunced hym-self amonge the turkes that were on the walles 
a-boute the toure, delyng them suche lyuerey, that many he slewe / 
and the remenaunt fled bif ore hym / and so made he the two and the two 

•^ ' Scotch 

8 knyghte« of Scotland, and many othir, to come vp on the walles / J^^*jj|*jjjp 
the turkes drewe them to the market place, sore discomfit, the J'***''^" ff«"* 

* ' the waUs ; 

kynge & his folke^ entred yn-to the toune by the gate« that were 
opynd vnto them by them that had wonne the waUis. the defence 
12 that the turkes made yn the market place ayenst the kynge« iolkes 
auailed not ; for, with the helpe of Le Surnome, alle were slayne / 
thus was the towne wonne wtt/iout any grete losse or damage to the and Foa^es 

la won. 

cristen men / and it was bothe faire & stronge. Thies tidinge8 came 

16 anoon to knowlage of the Soudan / wherof he was right sorowfutt, 
& knewe wele ther was to hym a right grete losse / & impossible to 
him to recouer so many good men as he had slayn there. And 
thies ij. knyghte« of Scotland were gretly ameruailed of fat they The 2 scotch 

20 had sene that day, yn the persone of Surnome, more than they had wonder at 
herd sey / then desired they moche to accomplissh theire charge P»«»ip'« 
that they had to the kynge / and also to se Le Surnome vnarmed, 
and that fey might be aqueynted wit/t hym / assone as they myght, 

24 they founde vp them that had conduyte them, whiche they sente 
to the kynge / to certifie him that ij. of the se^niauntea of Dauyd of 
Scotland were come to him / fro the saide Dauyd, desiryng moche to 
speke with the kynge / seyng that hir message was hasty. The 

28 kynge, hou-be-it that his folkes were yet alle out of aray, & that he 

wist not where noon of his coun^seilt were logged, yn asinoche as p leaf 37] 
the towne was newly wonne / wherfore euery man was loggid yvith- 
out an herbeiour, he sent them worde that withyn ij. houres he wold 

32 sende for them / and conimauuded them that had conduyte them, to 
holde hem company vnto that tyme / and that they shold put them 
yn deuoir to do them all the chere and ease they coude / The 
kynge of Sizile, aftir that he was wele loggid, & his folke*, and 

36 made gret slaughter, & wanne grete good, he made to seche where 
they of his counseitt were logged, & sent for them to come to hym ; 
and than sent he for the knyghte*^ of Scotland / that, as ye may wele They are 
thinke, had not chaungid their abilementes / for '^b^ir somers were the King of 

40 not ther / they came to the kynge, their visages greto and swolne of 
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The 2 Scotch the strokes that they had resceyued, & salued him right honorably, 
the King of as knyghtcs of honowr that had be right wele acostomed to do suche 
thing6« / yeldyng thankes to god of the grete and good fortune / that 
he had that day / geuyng hym a grete commendac^n and preise / 4 
seyng that the place that he had wonne at this tyme, was not con- 
querable wit// out the grete grace of god, and worthinesse of his 
persone & of his noble chyualrie / aftir this, fro Dauyd of Scotland, 
that the Ex- the prynccs & lordes of the cristen Armee ))at at that tyme were 8 
his Allies yn tlic sec bifore the port of Gaiette / made they semblable recoTri- 

have waited '^ , . *^ , , , , j. , t^ 

at Gaeta, monuaczon, seyyng to the kynge / that for to do seruyse to Ihesu 
criste / to hym, & also to his Keaume, this grete and mighti armee 
was sent fro the iij. kynges, of ffraunce, of Englond & Scotlande, of 12 
the whiche Armee, Dauyd, the kynge of Scottes eldest sone, is chief / 
and he and alle the prynces and Barons of his company meruaile, 
yn-asmoche as ye were assertayned of the Armee by their propro 
and not had messaugers / and of the day of their departyng / and yit haue they 16 
from him, not One only messanger fro you / nor yowr auertisement hou they 
shold be demeaned, nor haue not yn their company one man of 
this Keaume ; whiche thinge gretly abasshith them / that so mighti 
a kynge, so porely hath condite so grete an acte / wherethorugh hath 20 
folowed moche harme & shame to the cristen men / And there they 
so that tiie toldo of the grete 3mfortune that f elle to the Armee the day bifore 
their army their departyug / and enformed the kynge that the flour of chiualre 
[I If. 87, bk.] of the cristen armee was full ny lost that day, ^and so many of them 24 
were slayne / that it was grete pite to reherce : this sore annoied 
them, and so ought it to the kynge yn whos seruice they came / 
seyyng ferther, that if they had not right sone tidynges from the 
kyng, that it was not possible for them to abide there / for this 28 
infortunat day caused grete displeasir amonges them / so \at 
t?ierefore ' -^^^^^ ^^ ^8^^ 8^^ peyuc to kepo them stille / for whiche cause 
Bend to them they fult humbly requyred the kynge to be hastily spedde, for such 

was their charge. The kyng of Sizile, heryng thies wordes & 32 
tidynges that the ij. knightes had tolde him, hou-be-it this day had 
be right ioif ult to hym of the takyng of this stronge towne / yit 
was he sore troubled yn his corage, & seide / ** they shold be answerd 
& delyuerd the nexte morowe," for he desired moche to se this hy 36 
and noble company / to the whiche he was as moche beholden as he 
might be / " and y beleue verily that ther is the flowr & choice of 
chiualrie / for yn you, faire lordes, hath be shewed this day grete 
noblesse / and if alle yowr company be such / it may be called the 40 
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flot^r of chiularie of the worlde / for ye haue made you more to be xiiexingof 
knowen this day in this company, bothe of the worthy men and of the /scotch 
cowarde« / than they that haue ben moche lenger here / y leue fuii 
4 wele yottr visage* be vnknowen to cowarde«, but the abilemente* of 
yottr bakkes might wele y-nough be knowen of alle them that were 
behinde you. vfiHi them y was jjk therfore y kuowe yowr abilement 
wele / y leue / he that was yn tbe toure knowe yowr visages bettir 
8 than y do / for ye shewed them vnto him / that at that tyme had 
ful grete nede of socours." Tiie knyghte« thanked the kynge full 
humbly, that for so litle deserte yaue them so grete honour, & 
seide / " that he allone tnat was yn the toure, to their conceite was 

1 2 cause of the good auenture that day ; & it semed them / that be They praiHo 
allone suflised y-nough for )ialf them that were wM-yn, for ther "** * '' 
was noon that durste abide his stroke*/* As they were yn this 
talkyng, ifei-aunt the Soneshall, & Sumome his se^oiaunt came yn 

16 to J>e kynge / & assone as \q ij. Scottyshe knighte* sawe Le Sur- 
nome come yn / by the report fat they had of them fat had con- •• 
duyte them / fey wist for trouth it was f e same / for, so goodly a 
man ne saw fey neuir. & fan thought fey fat it wa^ he fat 

20 was on f e toure, & for the vois that fey had herde amonges the 
people that cried " helpe Surnome fat is on f e toure " / fey 
thought certeynly fat the name that the ^ Ladies had geuyn hym, [» leaf S8] 
was more })7*opre for hym than the first name / for god and nature 

24 had higlily pwruaiede for him. Asson^ as the kynge sawe hym yn 
the Chambre, he came to hym / & embraced liym / & seide to the 
knyghte* of Scotland, '' knowe ye this man ? " / that one answerd who \% intro- 
anolie & seide / " for sothe, s/?-, yea ; and y sey for trouthe that he tiiem by the 

28 is Le nounpareil that euir y sawe or herde speka of. and god of his Tiiey'caii 

1 . 1 ii 1 1 .1 . ,11 hhnthe 

grace long contynue hym, for by the name that renneth on hym Nonpareil 
now he is vnarmed, we kuowe hym ; and by his dedes and prowesse 
whan he was armed to-day, we iuged it shold be he also / and I wote 

32 wele, whan our maister, Dauid cf Scotland, shalt here that we haue 
sene yn hym, he shall put hym yn grete peyne to haue his 
acqueyntaunce / for we knowe certaynly that the gretest desire that 
he hath, is / to haue acqueyntaunce wit/t Valiaunt folkes / and knowe 

36 wele that his body, his power, and his goodes shalbe as redy this 

gentilraaiinys, as his oune." Le Surnome thanked them alle sham^- He thanks 
fastly of the Ifonowr that they gaue hymf/ prayng god that the 
hundreth part of this* that they seide, might be yn hym / for he 

40 knewe fult -wele that this preise came of their goodn^se / for an iU 
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hert dejnefch not to pieyse anothir. " I sey this, for that tliis day, ye 
e Philip that were Tnknowen, hauc made to be kuowyn yn eche of you, yn 
one home / more than this is yn any of this comjmny ; and for 
sothe y hane to day knowen you more be sight than any man yu 4 
this hoste / and the kyngc that here is / ought to thanke god & you 
of his good auentoie." Yf y shold leherce the worded of honoure 
that were bitwene Le Suznome & them, y sholde haue to moche to 
do / but e[ue]richon to his power honoured his poity. U Aftir this 8 
talkyng, the kynge made to condigrte the scottissh knyghtes to their 
loggyng, & oommaundid them to be honourably serued, and wente 
him self to his counseilt to wite hou he shold do to the cristen 
Armee / & there were they longe debatyng Uiis matier / And at last 12 
they were of aoorde to sende notable folkes to Dauyd of Scotland, 
to the piynces & Barons (A his company / desiiyng them that they 
shold departe fro thens, & drawe to a-nothir porte, that was, Le 
touie de gretuz / and there esily & wtttout any perile they might 16 
londe. albe-it that tiie port was som what more daangerous, yit were 
it not so grete auenture for them the londyng ther / and they 
[1 It as, bii.] thought^ if the cnsten Armee were ^onys Londid, sone aflir the 

torkes sholde haue more than y-nough to do. The knyghtes that 20 
sholde do this message, were ordeyned that night, whiche on the 
morowe by tymes entreprised the viage wit/t right good wilt. The 
Scottisshe knyghtes were sent for / and the kynge of Sizile seide 
vnto theym yn this wise / ^ my frendes, and right wise Yaliaunt 24 
knyghtes ! y hane heide the credence that by you was sent me fro 
my good cosyn, Dauyd of Scotland / and my good frendes, alle othir 
princes and lordes ther / yn the whiche ye haue right notably 
declared the myseiy that they haue suffred for the honour of oure 28 
blissed creatore / and for the soconrs of this pore and desolat 
Beauroe / whiche is to me right sorouf ult to here rehersid. and for 
to make myn excuse, y knewe verily by my folk^^ that y had sent 
to the iij. kynges, ther answere / and what tyme the Armee shold 32 
departe / but neuir sith, by them nor noon of them, had y neuir 
tidynge^, by letteres nor othirwise / and for that ye knowe wele / the 
thynges chaunge often yn so by matiers / y wist not what to thinke, 
for y supposed verily to be assertayned fro them of their comyng / 36 
which, and y had knowen it, had not be conduyte as it is now / but 
tho thinge^ that god wolt haue suffred, may not now be amendid / 
therfore remytte we alle thinge to the will of god / And to go to the 
conclusion of the surpluis of this matier, to pz^ruey the best that 40 
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may be don, y haue ordeyned iiij. knyghtes of my folkes, that * Sicilian 
knowe best the conduyte of thies marches / and they shal put them kui& ti»e 2 

"^ . Scotch ones 

in deuoir to brynge you ayen to yowr maister / & declare vnto hym back 
4 suche conclusions as y haue taken with my counseilt / whiche to 
their power they shalt helpe to execute / and shall not departe fro 
hym til he and y be to-gedre ; & so ye may pz«ruay to depa^-te whan 
it pleasith you / and they shall be redy to accompanye you " / whan 
8 the scottissh knyghte« had herd the kynge, they were right wele 
content of his Answere, and toke their leue of the kynge / whiche 
gaue eche of them a courser, and othir grete gifted ; and thus they 
departed / and iiij. knyghtes of Sizile with them, whiche conduyte 

12 them so wele, that they brought them to their maister ij. dayes to the AUies. 
bifore the terme that he had set to his se7*uaunt^«. and at their 
comyng, it is no question if ther were ioie thorugh alt the company, 
for they wende neuir to haue sene the houre of their retowme. And 

16 after their comyng was knowen, ^and that they had brought iiij. [^ leaf 89] 
knyghtes of Sizile with theym, the prees was grete a-boute theym / 
as wele of the frendes of thies ij. knyghtes, as othir that helde them 
half lost / & were right ioif utt that they had accomplisshed their Tiiey are 

20 charge, to their grete honour. & eueri man desired to knowe of their weicomd, 
tidynges ; but, as good & right wise knight6«, they tolde nothinge til 
they had spoken wtt/& their maister / and assone as they might, 
they went vnto hym, & lefte the knyghte* of Sizile accompanyed 

24 yriHi many a noble man / til tyme they knewe the pleasir of their 
maister / what tyme they shold bring the knyghtes of Sizile 
vnto hym. 

And aftir their comyng vnto hym / there had they a lawde, 

28 honour & thanke that they so valiauntly had accomplissht the charge and thankt. 
he had geuyn them, than tolde they hym hou they had spedde, and 
that .iiij. knyglit«« of Sizile were come with them to enforme hym 
of alt the kyng68 entent / and to abide stille with hym til their 

32 londyng. Of thies tidinge^ was Dauid right glad, and alle they in 
his company / and anoon sende forth ayen thies .ij. knyghtes, with 
many othir notable men in their company, to fecche them of Sizile. 
And anoon they came ayen / and brought thies iiij. knyght«« wM The Sicilian 

36 them, whiche fult humbly salued Dauid & alle the lordes of hisarefntro- 
company / yn recommend yng the kynge, their maister, to them, & Prince Davids 
to alle the noble chyualrie & co?npany that was yn this armee / they 
were resceyued right ioifuUy of Dauyd, and of all the lordes that 

40 were present / they performed their charge, so as ye haue herde 
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The Allied Expedition is to set sail for La Tour dx Gretuz. 

before, that the kynge gaiie them at their depaHyng / «& offred them 
self to the acco?;zplisliment therof / and to helpe to conduyte them 
wtt/iout depa?-tyng fro them / til the kynge & they were mette with 
the grace of god / Aftir their credence herd / they were ledde to an 4 
othir faire vessel!, wele accompanyed vriHi knyghte* & squiers. and 
the counselt abode stille to-gedir, to take aduise vpon this messtige, 
what was to be done / and so they co?ichidded. In-asnioche as the 
kynge of Sizile had sente thies knyghfc^^ to conduyte them / that 8 
on the morowe alle the maisters shold be wamyde to aredye them 
forward, and on the next ^day be-tymes to put them yn the garde 
& conduyte of thies knyghtes of Sizile that the kynge had sente 
them / Alas, fortune ! whan a man weneth to be moost sure, than 12 
is he nere his daungere ; for sone aftir this apointement and this 
grete ioie, there befellc snche infortune that it was grete Damage to 
an cristendome, as ye shalt anoon here / this counseti, takyn, the 
knyghtes of Sizile were sent for / and tolde them the conclusion IG 
that was taken amonge the lordes / wherof they were wele content, 
and thought the conclusion good, than euery man depaa'ted, and 
brought the knyghtes of Sizile to their loggyng, and did them att 
the honoi^r and chere that men myght do yn suche cas. Dauid made 20 
his knyghtes that he had sente yn-to Sizile, to suppe with hym tfeat 
i^ygh^} to teUe hym and the Constable of ffraunce, & the Admyrati 
of Englond of their tidynge*, bothe of their departyng & of their 
demeanyng, and of aH the manere of the contre / than the two 24 
knyghte« tolde hem suche tidynges as they knewe, and of the olde 
woman / yn what wise she wolde a betraide theym / and hou they 
escope, and were reskowed by fferauntes brother / and hou he made 
them to be conduyte then in alle haste to the kynge of Sizile, 28 
whom they founde assautyng right a feire towne / & wanne it. than 
they tolde the noblesse of Surnome, and alt the hono«<r they hadde 
herde of hym, and all that they had sene hym do / & what honour 
he put them to bifore the kynge / and hou he was the moost 32 
amyable persone that euir they sawe, dales of their lif / and they 
wende that nature, coude not, nor neuir sholde, make no suche / And 
so moche they seide of hym, that alle the lordes that were there / and 
alle othir, had grete memaile ; and if the knyghtes that tolde it had 36 
not ben of their age the moost renoraed of sadnesse & trouthe yn 
the cristen Armee / they coude not haue bileued them / for suche 
worthynes, bounte, & beaute, semyd them ympossible to be yn one 
pe?'so]ie. Also the knyghtes seide of the kynge of Sizile moche 40 
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honour / and tolde yn what maner he excused hym, wherof alle the 
lordes that were there thought them self coulpahle, seyyng, "verily TheAUies 
that they did ille, fat they had not sente one to hym hifore the they ought 
4 departyng of the armee fro Scotland, for to haue had som of his wan»d the 

Kine of 

folke* to be conduyte by. Nowe was alle thinge yn suche cas that s^w of . 
it was past remedy " / wherfore they praied god that the remenaunt 
of their viage might be ^bettir conduyte, and more to their honour [i leaf 40] 
8 and profite / Than tolde they hem that, " by the noblesse of Le 
Suruome / the hardynesse of alle them of Sizile was redoubled / for 
where .vj. of the Turke* haue put to discomfiture .xx**. Sezilions & 
moo / at this day it is the contrarie; for it faileth not, but vj. 

12 Sizilions are worth xx** turkes / and they thynke verily / that, and 
they myght ones ioyne vfiih the turkes, they sholde ligfitly wynne 
the ouir hand of them." The iiij. knyghtes of Sizile suppid yn a 
nother vessel!, rehersyng ther all the wynnyng of the towne, and The 4 sidiian 

16 the manere of the ij. knyghtes / and howe they were knowen for piSim the 
their prowes ; «& reported grete honour of them / and seide vnto hem Knight«. 
that accompany ed them / " if alle ye be such as they .ij. are / I wote 
wele the turkes shalle not longe abide you." Of this tidynges were 

20 alle they ioifulle that herde hem, and coude the ij. knyghtes right 
grete thanke, that so wele aquytte them / and so did they to the 
knyghtes of Sizile / that so honorably reported them. Aftir soper, 
eueri man drew hym to his loggyng / for to be vp on the morow 

2 4 betymes, for to redye hem to departe the next day / thus eueri man 
went to his vessel!. IS^owe I pray god conduyte them / for this 
nyght toward the point of day befelt them a meruailous harde 
fortune, as ye shalle here folowynge. 

28 llEtwene midnyght and the point of the day, grete wynde & Atremend- 
JLf tempest aros vpone the see, yn such wise that the shippes rises, 
tombled as they shold alle to-breke ; and at the point of the day the 
tempest was grettir than bifore / and the wawes came with such 

32 violence, that eueri wawe came in-to the shippes, and ouir them 
an C. galons of water at ones / oure goode cristen men, seyng 
this huge tempest, feH: on their knees with their handes ioyned The Allied 
toward the heuen / bisechyng god of mercy, rehercyug vnto hym / gSi S?^ 

36 that they were departed out of their contre & possessions to do "'®'^*'^' 
hym ^seruice, & had also forsaken fadir & modir, wif & childe, [» if. 40, bk.] 
only for his se?-uice, bisechyng hym to geue hem that grace / that 
they might wele retourne ayen yn-to their contrees. At that tyme 

40 was the noise so grete a-monge the Nauee, that the Soudan & alle his 
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company were full ioifult / for they migfet wele here them / and a 
myle beyonde that he was. It is to thinke, that of this grete and 
hidious tempest they were gretely reioised / trustyng it sholde do 
Hie hideous grete hurt to the ciisten armee / and so it did / for this tempest 4 
Am ?FiMt ®®^*y^^^<^ *^1 ^^® Sonne risyng / and brought them to suche neeessite 
cut their that they cutte their cables «fe drew vp their sailes, and put them 
alle in the auenture of god / many shippes were dryuen forth vfiili 
the wynde / some caste hider and thider with the wa[w]es / that had 8 
neither saile no maste / nor noman so hardy that dui-st conduyte 
Some siiips the steeme ; som of the shippes russet to-gedir, that they alle to- 
gether, brake ; & some drawe forth, waityng but dethe. The Erie douglas, 

that was in Dauid vessel!, made the moost pitous compleynte^ that 12 
any man might make; for he sawe wele by the shippes that 
pmsshed & drowned afore hym / and also by othir that he sawe 
dryue forth wit/t the wynde, som wMout either saile or maste / 
that alt was yn auentz^re to be drowned / than seide he thus / that IG 
Enri Dooffias alle misht here that were aboute hym / *' A ! fifortune male-eurus / 1 
danger. thought me highly honoured to haue m my conduyte the eldest 
sone of my souerayn lorde, yn so grete a seruice as the seruice of 
god / nowe se I wele, that to god pleasith neither his seruice nor 20 
niyn / but rather we must dye / and ende oure lyues wrecchidly / 
and of fat dethe ))at yn this world y moost dredde. A! my 
creatowr ! I pray the resceyue the sowles of my maister and of vs 
all6 yn this company, yn-to thy glorie / and knowe wele, that for the^ 24 
we are in this cas, and for doyng vnto the, seruice / we are come to 
oure dethe " / Such wordes and compleintes made the Erie Douglas, 
that was a fult wise and a worthy knyght / and yit was that vessel 
etille at ancre, and so was noon of the company but they / they 28 
thought wtt^ euery wawe the vessell shold alt to-breke / " & than," 
seide the maryners, " it behoueth to put vs in the auenture of god." 
the yonge Dauyd, seyng this dolorous fortune, was agreable to cutte 
The Prinoe'8 the cables / and anone as they were cutte, the vessel! smote a londe 32 
Mhiire, and streight before the Soudan / and brake all on peces / and so ther 
escope noon, but alle were drowned saue Dauyd and Erie douglas, 
p leaf 41] and vj. othir persones, that with helpe of boorde« droof ^to Londe, 
Prince David whiclie was ther ny / then had the Turke of his cruelte com- 36 
SlcfinVuickt maundid, that if any of fortune came a-lyue to londe / that they 
sholde sle them wtt/iout raunsome / and whane his people sawe this 
yonge Dauyd, they came to sle hym / and that, sawe the Erie 

1 the = thi 
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Douglas, and sterte bifore hym / to diffende hym / but his helpe 
auailed not / for anoon he was slayne at his maisters fete / and so 
were alle they that came with hym / saue hym self / and he, seyng 

4 hym in this daunger, withdrewe hym, and set his bakke ayenst a 
litle rokke was ther / trustyng to diffende his lif / and that it shold Prince David 
be dere boughte to som of them that wolde sle hym / & than he self, 
thought his dethe sholde be the more easy / and that eueri noble 

8 man of honour wolde haue the more pyte of his dethe / so put he 
hym vttirly yn the hande* of god / and leyde so aboute hym that 
noman durst approche hym / for he slewe of them many. The and wnis 
Soudan, that saw the armes that he did / yn his hert had grete 
12 despite / and spake a-lowde / "what! shaH: o. cristen man discom- 
fort this armee / if there were any noble man amonge* you, he shold 
endure but litle while " / he had a sone of the age of xx^ or .xxiiij*> 
yere, that behelde ali this, & had grete pite of this yonge lorde of The snitan's 

son Prince 

16 Scotland, that so manly diffendid hym / and meued wi\k suche oreayB, pities 

'' J I Prince David, 

pite / ayenst the wilt of his fadir, Ji© went to hym, brekyng the 
prees / & made eueri man to withdrawe fro hym / and sithe seide 
vnto hym / " my frende, thou seest clerely that thy strength may 

20 not auaile the / & that thou stryuest and feightist wtt/iout reason / 
but yelde the to me with thy fre wille / and I shalt brynge the to 
the Soudan, and pray hym for the." whan pore Dauid herd thies 
wordes, he was not of a grete while so glad as aftir the auenture 

24 that god had sent hym / for he knewe wele that he had spake to 
hym / was a lorde of grete estate / bothe by his aray / and by the 
obeisaunce that alle men did vnto hym / and thus he answerd hym, 
" My Lorde, ye se yn what cas y am / if I feight in diffendyng my 

28 lif,. noman blame me, for I haue sene jom folkes take litle pite on 
any of vs / alas ! what may vj. pore persones do ayenst alle joux 
company, whiche were fallen yn yowr mercy / & humbly asked 
yo2CT grace & mercy / and, sauf I. allone, they are alle slayne / many 

32 folkes shalle calle this rather rigozfr & tiranny than any honowr / 
but of the ofFre that ye haue made me, right humbly, my lorde, I 
thanke you / and I. yelde me to you / here is my swerde" / whiche wiio gives up 

-^ ' Ills sword to 

he delyuered hym / & seide, " In you is my lif and dethe, whiche, wm- 
36 1 had not be the trust of youre assuraunce, y wolde a done my CMf.4i,bic.j 
peyne a litle lenger to diffende / so demeane ye me as it pleasith 
you." And this yonge sone of the Soudone, named Orcays, assured 
hym on his feith. and aftir that, was noon so hardy that durst 
40 approche hym / thus was yonge Dauyd takyn / & brought by 
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Orcays bifore his fader / which e made hym take of his helme / and 
sawe hym, of visage and body, of right excellent beaute / and saide 
to his sone, " ye wol nedely take this man prisoner / but it is bettir 
lete hym dye than lyue, without he wol bileue as we do / for he is 
meruailously shapen to do armes, as ye haue sene hym proued by 
experience / and if ye be so content / me thinketh best / that men 
delyuer the worlde of hym lightly " / this yonge Orcays, heryng his 
fadir, was yn grete sorow and displeasir / & thought yn him self 
that he shold sle hym also with his prisoner / and seide vnto his 
fader. **My Lord, the first prisoner that euer was taken with my 
handes y haue brought bifore you ; the payne that y had yn takyng 
hym was not grete / without any stroke he put his trust yn me / 
where noman durst come ny hym / & leue not / that yn one man be 
the power to destroie this company / wherfore ye nede not to haue 
no drede of hym / but ye may do with hym & me yoMr pleasir / for 
y thinke not he shalt die without me / seyng the feith that I haue 
promysed hym ; and if any othir than ye lay hand on hym, he may 
be sure to repente it, for y shaH dififende hym to my power while y 
haue any lif " / and thies wordes seide Orcays so vigorously, that 
his visage wex al rede. All this vndirstode wele, this yonge Dauyd, 
w/t/i visage assured / as he that abode the dethe / without hauyng 
any regarde to his lif, seide to the Soudan yn this wise / " Sir, y 
holde me wele ewred of the wordes I haue herde you sey of me / & 
be ye assured, yf y die, y shaH die viith ioie to thynke for whos sake 
it is / for of my lif y rekke full litle / if it please my creatowr, y haue 
lyued y-nough / sith this day y haue sene so many a notable man 
die befor me / and y haue no wiH to leue their company / for y am 
wele assertayned that be this houre their dethe is to them right 
ioifult / I am yolden to this lorde bifore you vpone his feith / y 
wote not who he is / but forth wit/i. y aquyte hym therof, & pardone 
hym and you also my dethe / prayng to OMr lorde, at my dethe to 
resceyue my soule.'* The Soudan, heryng his sone speke, seyng 
hym vttirly wroth, had pite of him / and ati-be-it he was ^ light 
hard / yn corage ayenst alle cristen / yet had he pite also of Dauyd / 
that so hardyly spake, & vjith so stable manere, abidyng dethe with 
suche corage / that to beholde, he was all recomforted / and so he 
answerd his sone, not geuyng hym no surete of his p?*zsoners lif / 
bade him lede his prisoner where he wolde, so he were kepte sure / 
" and y shaH take aduise here-on / and shaft speke wM you / and y 
doute not, af tir ye haue herde me, ye shaft be content of that / that 
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I woti do " / Thus this Orcays sent forth his prisoner; but for drede 
that men sholde do hym any hurte, he kepte hym all that nyght yn 
his chambre, wtt/iout departyng fro hym, for he knewe the cruelte 

4 of his fadir such that, & he might gete him at large / he wolde 
make hym to be slayne / and thenne wolde he laugh ther-ate / as 
though a had made kyl a dog / or som othir vnthrifty beste / and 
for thies dout^5 kepte he contynuelly his prisoner with hym / and The Turkish 

8 as a bridde is assottid on hir make / so was Orcays of Dauyd. ov^% is 
IT Af tir this grete tempest was thus befallen vnto the cristen with prince 

11 I 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 David tlie 

Navee / ye may thmke welle / that the vessells helde not alt one ciiristian. 
wey / for som arryued by infortune amonge^ the sarasynes / wherof 
12 som were kepte as prisoners / and some were put to pore ocupa- 

cions, as to kepe shepe & bestes / for they solde the cristene men as some ciirfs- 
they wolde selle catelle / and they that had bousht theym, bete sold uwe 

1 • 11-11 1 1 1., 1 1 i 1 1 chat.tel8and 

theym euery day like dogges, and they did not wele that / that they treated like 
16 had yn charge / the tothir vessella^ to whiche god wold extende his Turks, 
grace / aryued / som yn fFraunce, som yn Englond / som in Scot- 
land / many aryued yn othir cristen reaumes / wherby the sorow- 
fuUe tidynge^ were sone spredde thorugh-out alle cristendome / and 
20 sone came to the knowlage of the kynfjes of fFraunce, of Englond 
and of Scotte^ / that were hugely sorowfuUe of that ynfortune / and 
eche of theym made grete enquerre aftir their frendes & seruaunt^s / 
but noon ther was that coude assertayne theym what folkes were 
24 saued or loste / eueri man trusted his frende were sauf, their herte* 

desired it so moche. The kynge of fFraunce vndirstode verily that Ti»e Kings 

111 i»iii i> f^f F*'a"ee, 

the moost parte of his folkes shold retowme / so did the kynge of England, and 

^ / J e Scotland 

Englond and the kynge of Scott6« / that euery day herkened for ffneve over 

28 tidynge* of his sone, fat he loued asmoche as any fadir might do J['«»r J^^p®- 
his childe / and trusted moche yn the wisdam and conduyte of the 
goods Erie Douglas / that had the gouernaunce aboute hym / A 
grete while thought he that he herde no tidynges of them .ij., for 

32 ^ there were come many othir / & of the reaume of Scotland were [' if.42,bk.] 
not loste past .vj. shippes / the Erie Bussaunt was sauf, & many 
othir notable men of Scotland / the grete losse was in Dauyd 
vesselt, for it is to thinke that yn his vesselt was many a notable 

36 man. Of Englond came ageyn many / bothe the Admyralt / and 
the moost parte of the noble men that went forth, but som were 
loste. Of the reaume of ffraunce came ageyn many / but the goode 
Constable abode / men wist not whedir he was drowned or takyne. 

40 ffor final conclusiown, eueri man of this thre reaumes trusted wele 
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that their frendes were sauf. Aftir the retomne of hem that were 
come ageyne, y can thinke the iiij^ parte of this arme was myssed, 
of such as were takyn, & snche as were drowned / tho that the 
kynge of Sizile had sent to Danyd were saued / as for the two 4 
knyg^teg that had heen wtt/i the kyng in message / y wote ner 
whethir they were saued or not / for y fynde no more of theym. 
TiMKingor m r E shaUe retoume to the kynge of SizUe, that fulle sone was 
nnMchea ^ asscrtayncd of this ynfortone, wherof he was so sorowfull ir 

«w<rf* ' that noman might recomfort hym / and inged him self yn 

illMf'^^^ party the canse of this auentore ; &, as a man enraged wtt/i sorowe, 
cursed the houre of his birthe / & wisshed hym ded / sith thorug^ 
his defaute & negligence, so many notable prynces &, lordes were 12 
perisshed and dede of so lamentable a dethe / and seide / '' y wote 
wele / and y had aquytte me to them as y shold / they had bene a 
londe / & noon of att this ynfortune had happed ; but wele y wote, 
the turkes sholcl sone a be destroied / and this londe set yn a perfit 16 
reste / But nowe sheweth wele god / that y am not to hym agre- 
able / and that I haue done some synne that displeasith hym " / ye 
may thinke that yif the kynge of Sizile had such wordes / that 
Ki'f ^'Etok ^^® ^^ ^^® "J* ^y^S^» [^fl fiBraunce, Englond, & of Scotland were of 20 
^^ semblable condiciotm, thynkynge yn hem self / that the seruise that 

they did to god was not to him agreable / for by their owne corage 
they knewe wele they had done this seruise more for veyngloiy, 
and to haue a renome, than for the loue of god / and therfore they 24 
jt^xment of thought the iugement of god, and his stroke, resonable / thus their 
owne conscience iuged. The kyng of Scottes compleyned hym / 
" Alas ! y haue sent my sone, for that the kynges of f&aunce & of 
Englond put it on me / & for myn honoure y durst not refuse it / 28 
P leaf 43] and yf y had not dred shame, he had ben yit stille vfiHi ^me / at 
his departyng y had suche sorowe that noman might comforte me / 
and for thies thinge«, y wote wele y haue displeasid god / and haue 
not done as did Abraham by Isaac his sone / y offred not seruise to 32 
god of my childe / but y oflfred to the worlde, & for drede to haue 
The King of had shamc / god that is iuste / and that knoweth the coTzdictons of 
tiuitG^hM man and their thought, hath refused this seruise, as he did the 
wvice of the sacrifice that Caym did / and he hath good right / but myn owne 36 
sone, that with my trespas might no thyng do / wente w^t/^ so 
grete corage & desire, that me semeth / god ought to haue pite oil 
hym. As for my self, I crye god mercy / & beseclie hym. to haue 
pite on my childe / where-som-euir he be " / and thus yn secrete 40 
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pla<^ the pore kyngo of Scottes made his compleinte, wepyng alwey 

& piAyng to oure lord for his sone / The kyng of Englond, on his The King of 

party, temembred also / how longe he had taried to sende socour to 

4 the kynge of Sizile / and yit had noon sende hym, if he might by 
any meanes a left of / and so he sende more for drede of shame 
than for the loue of god / and yit he felte himself f erther coulpable, 
for asmoche as he had leide the charge to the kynge of Scotte^ to 

8 sende forth his sone / whiche was so goodly a yong man / and now 
is lost thorugh his coonselt / and yit he did it to thentent but to 
cause the armed to breke / and for this / he thought wele god was 
displeased wiWi hym / and of right hath refused his seruise. The 
12 kynge of fraunce had sent his armee yn the company of Dauyd / and the King 
alle to a nothir entente than the .ij. kyncres did / for he dred, if he repnwch 

tliemgelvea 

sent hem not forth, that eod wolde be displeased with hym / for at »> to uie 

^ * t' / Sicilian Bx- 

suchl tymes as his sone had often meued hym with the same, & he p««uuon. 

16 wold not enclyne to his request, god suffrid him to lese his sone / 
whereof he toke suche sorowe that he neuir recouered to that he 
was a-fore / and therfore lest god wolde take vengeaunce on hym, 
& aftir his dethe vpone his reaume, that was fulle like to be lefte 

20 wtt/ioute heire / he did to god his seruise / wherfore he knewe wele 
yn hym self / that he had done this seruise to god, more fore drede 
than for loue / and therfore he thought that god was not pleased. 
Thus thies iiij. kynges that ye haue herde of, eche of theym leide 

24 grete charge to them self of the sorowfuli auenture. But ouir alls Bat tiie King 
othir, the kynge of Scottes made grete sorowe, and alle his reaume, grieves most 

^ ^ , ,.,,?.,... .. , 'fortheJosa 

for yonge Dauyd; and so did alle the iij. reaumes / for the grete ofuisaou. 
vertues yn hym, eueri man perfitly loued hym / and thought it was 

28 to importable a losse. Thies ^thre reaumes aforeseide / were yn [^ if. 4s, bic.] 
compleynte^ & wepyng, & in especial! for their frende*, that were 
not retof^med ayen yn-to their contrees / neuirtheles, eueri man 
tiiisted that they were aryued in some othir lande / or takyn 

32 prisoners / and that they shold here tidyng6« of them / and many 
contynued yn this hope.duryng their lyues, & in especial) women, 
suche as myssed their husbonde^, that neuir sawe theym aftir / and 
some ther were / that in litle while were recomforted wit/i the 

36 retowme of their frendes / the fortune of this world is not like to < 

euery body / But nowe y shaH leue of this sorowe, that was made 
thorugh all thies reaumes / & retowme to the kyng of Sizile, that, The King of 
aftir the destruccton of the cristen armee, was discomforted out of ^^ ^ 

40 mesure / neuirles, he perceyued, as a wise Prynce, that no discomfort 

THREE kings' SONS. F 
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migbt remedy bym / wherupon^ he shewed his wisdom, and put aH 
his trust yn god / and assembled his grete counseH, seyng vnto 

teiN Ilia them in this wise. IT " My fi-endes, eche of you is assertayned 
of this pitous auenture that is befallen vnto oure socours / yn the 4 
which were so many princes and Lordes, that came to vs from iij. 
reaumes / pat most miglit helpe vs / and it is to suppose that of 
them we gete no more helpe / and y holde this company, or ilie 
most part therof, loste, whiche kan not be without grete hurte, 8 
losse, & sorowe to the iij. kynges and reaumes / and therfore it 

tiiatiiis behoueth vs to take hede to oure self / I haue often sent vnto my 

father, th« ' "^ 

8 ihi^won't ^^^^> ^® kynge of Spayne, and we can haue no socour ; thens this 
h«iptlMiii; reaume is yn grete auenture, but god of his grete mercy helpe / and 12 
sith it is so / we haue .the more nede diligently to beholde what is 
to do / than euir we had / for oure hope of othir nowe is failed vs / 
lete vs do oure self what we may / for othir comfort may we not 
but they most abide / My frendes, I pray eche of you to take good corage / & be 16 
content to obeie and abide the wille of oure lorde / & to take suche 
part yn pacience, as he wol sende / and y sey for me, that haue 
more to lese than any of you / y shalt comfort me yn god, and yn 
the helpe of you, my trewe frendes / and yn yo«r good counsel!, 20 
H« ]jj" f*^®. whiche y wol vse, and be redy to auenture my boily, my lif, & my 
folk. good amongeff you, requiryng you alle, & eche of you, to yeue me 

counselt, comfort and helpe / & to anise shortly what y haue to do." 
Thus the kynge of Sizile spake to his folkes, with teres trikelyng 24 
downe on his visage, whiche caused all^ them that herde hym to 
, [1 leaf M] haue grete ^pite and wille to helpe to diffende his reaume. And 
they Aunswerde hym : ** sir, to holde longe counselt is not profit- 
able, for it behoueth you shoi-tly to conclude ; for ye may thinke 28 
wele that the Soudan is enhaunced yn suche pride by the destruc- 
cion of thies cristene iolkeSf that hym thinketh the sonne and 
the sterres shold honoure hym / and that no thiuge sholde holde 
They say the party aveust hym / wherfore it is to suppose that he wol come yn 32 
attack them aH haste vpouc you / ye be not of mignt to abide hym, seyng their 
corage is redoubled / & yot^r folkes be amated and alia yn discomfort 
for this pitous auenture / wherfore y kan not thinke be no meanes 
how ye may abide hym / but me semeth it is best to take anise of 36 
suche as pleaseth you / & that the matier be shortly concluded, for 
the cas requireth it.'* The kynge perceyued that the knight^s seide 
trouthe, & asked ferther this knyght was the first that spake, & 
answerd without tariyng, for him scmed that it was tynie, and 40 
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seide yn this manere / " sir, the cause y presume to fipeke, is, for the 
matier requireth such haste; neuirtheles, late eueri man sey, in 
dischargyng of his honowr & trouthe / the best auise that he can / 
4 but me semeth / if the thurke knowe you here / he wol come to 
besege you ; and withoute any faile, if he haue good counsel!, he 
wol do so / & if he so do / & ye abide him, ye haue no vitaile for 
yowr armee, wherfore ye may not longe holde party ayenst hym / 
8 & as for feightyng / y haue seide myn aduise / seyng his folkes so 
moche yn cowifort, & youres yn dispeire / But me thinketh that yn Perant «d- 
this towne, that is right stronse & wele fumysshed Yfiih orden- King to leave 
aunce, ye may leue a ij. Mt of good men / and a good Captayne, or »«»«» »"d go 

12 ij. of the moost notable of yowr armee / And yowr self, to-night or to Naples, 
morowe at the point of the day, to departe- to Napli?, where-as the 
quene is, yuith alle the remenaunt of yot^r company / whiche hath at 
this houre, y dnre sey, right grete sorowe yn hir herte ; and if the 

1^ turke came bifore hir, she is yit right febly acompayned. and yf 
ye go thider, ye may so wele pwruay you, & so wele furnyssh the 
towne with men, ordenaunce & vitaile, that if the turke come 
bifore you he shaft more lose than wynne / for the longer he lith 

20 ther / the more shal he spende of his good and lese of his men, & 
shatt haue asmoch of youres at his goyng / as he had the first day 
he came. And nowe lete vs nomore trust on rescue / but put oure 
only truste yn god / and y trust he shall helpe ^vs bettir than w^e P if. 44, bk.] 

24 can thinke / a[«]d therfore lete not oure hertis faile vs for noon 
y[7i]-fortune that is fallen yit / for he may socour vs whan it pleasit 
hym" / The knygfit that spake thies wordes, was fferaunt the 
Senesshatt, that gladly was herkenyd of alle folkes / & gaue gtete 

28 corage to eche of theym / Aftir thies wordes, the kynge askid alle the 

remenaz^nt of lorde«, knyghte* and squyers, of their aduise ; and yn The rest of 
conclusiottn they were of the opinion of flferaunt / & preised gretly agree, 
his wit & counseS / seiyng that it was tyme nowe to leue of allc 

32 sorowe & lamentacton for any fortune that was befalle / & to put 
alle thynge yn foryetyng / sauf only to pray god for the soules of 
suche as haue lost their lyues yn thies viage, and eueri man to callo 
Tnto hym a desirous corage & good wille to auise to the defence & 

36 kepynge of the reaume. And they in alle poyntes concluded & 
folowed the opinion of fferaunt / The kynge, heryng thies wordes, 
was right gretely recomforted & reioised of the corage that his 
owne suggettc* yaue hym / and ordeyned fferaunt to abide yn this 

40 place accompanyed with ij. Mt men, suche as he wolde chese / and 
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FeraTii (with Prince Philip) commands the Garrison of Size. 

made hym Capteyn of them alk. fferaunt refased not, but rathir / 
wit& good herte & noble corage, rig&t gladly toke on hym. the 
abidyng & garde of that place / and right lightly chase oute the 
nomhre of ij. Mt ; and eche of theym bode vritk hym with right 4 
good wilt / for the grete wisdam & noble fat was yn hym / whan 
Le Sumome knewe that his maister abode, ther was no thinge 
coude make hym so glad / for he thought wele to se this towne 
biseged / whiche he had neuir sene to-fore, trustyng euery day to 8 
do armes, whiche was the thynge he moost desired / and thought 
hym self wele fortuned to be yn seruyse with suche a maister as 
fferaunt was. thus al} the nyght fferaunt leide & establisshed his 
ordenaunce yn the moost propre places / wher-of he was right wele 12 
puruaide / And at the pointe of day came to the kynge, that than 
was at masse, and redy to departe / & so he toke his leue of hym 
and of alle his company, certifiyng hym that he shold kepe that 
place to his power / and not departe therfro but acordyng to his 16 
trouthe & his pore honour / Af tir masse, the kynge toke his leue to 
departe, of fferaunt and alle his company, prayng them fuli hertly 
that eche of them wold peyne hym to do wele, and to obeie fferaunt 
their Capteyne / whiche he had lefte ther as his ^lieutena2/nt, pro- 20 
mysyng hem alle that, in obeyng fferaunt, he wolde con hem 
asmoche thanke, or more, than if it were to his owne p^rsone. Thus 
departed he fro them / takyng the* wey streight to the place where 
as the queue was, & his doughter / and aH this while he was in 24 
grete thought & drede ; neuirtheles he comforted hym in alhnighti 
god, in whom was aH his truste. fferaunt abode stille in the place / 
and be than the sonne was vp, he had delyuared eu^ry man his 
charge, suche as he thought them moost meete vnto / IF Now shalle 28 
we retot^me to the turke, that was on the see side, in suche pride 
that almoost noman durst approche hym, & wende wele to be 
kynge of all the worlde / and that his renome sholde sprede ferthir 
than euir did Alisaundres. The night aftir the perdicton of the 32 
cristen Navee, he made him to be serued more rially than euir he 
was bifore / and aS that day abode yn his loggyng, for the fortune 
endured tili it was nere noone / so aftir soper he sent for his folkes, 
to take a conclusion of his departyng, & seide vnto them : ** Sires, 36 
ye se wele the grace and myracle that oure goddc« haue shewed for 
vs this day / ye haue sene that, in twmyng of an hande / the grete 
pride of the cristen is ouirthrowen / and ye may wele thinke that 

» MS. they. 



I 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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the kynge of Sizile and alle his icXkes shalle now lese corage, know- 
yng the myracles of oure godde^ ; and their hardynesse shalt falls & 
mynyssh / and contrary therto, I trust oures shalt encrease / for we 
4 may clerely se that oure godde« wolle helpe vs / & we may be called 
of slak corage, & vnhappy / if we wynne not yn short tyme the 
remanaunt of this reaume, that is full ny al} oures. And it be- The saltan 

says tliey 

houetR vs to put peyne to the rescuse of my brother, the kynge of »«»■* re««ie 
8 Peerce / that y suppose haue grete sorowe yn his herte, that he was J*®^*'*®* 
not here this day / to se the miracle that oure godde^ haue shewed 
for vs / wherfore lete vs put out deuoir to accomplisshe the reme- 
naunt that oure godde^ haue so wele begonne'' / and eueri man 

12 concludid that it was tyme nowe to put hem in deuoir, and alle 
accorded yn one, that the Turke, w/tA ali his grete might, shold 
ley sege to the towne of Size / that was wonne but late by his and besiege 
enemys / and he sholde wynne it as ligfetly ayen / & they thought 

16 wele that there was noon that durst abide the auenture ther, 
wtt^ut the kynge were there him self ; and if he were there, they 
wold trust sone to haue hym / to this conclusion helde they, 
^trustyng that yn that place, nor yn noon othir, shold they fynde \} if.«,bk.] 

20 noon that might endure ayenst hem / for they thought alle their 
enemyes were discoraged / and they auised the turke to abide ther 
ij. or iij. daies, to thentent that he & alle his folkes micTit departe The Turks 
at their case and leiser / whiche turned hem rather to Imrte than or s days, 

24 auantage / for their abidyng was to fl'eraunt & his folke* gretly 

auailable / for yn that tyme thei fortified their towne bigger than widie Fenuit 

streiigtbeiis 

eiiir it was / for there was neither knygfet ne squier but labored »**«. 
right diligently ther-yn / who had sene the labour that Surnome 

28 toke / and knowyng what he was, wold a merueled / for like as he 
past them alle yn armes / paste he them alle in labour / and that he 
did it witfi so good wille that alle men had ioie to beholde hym / 
Thus in litle while they were so wele fortified & assured, that they 

32 thought right longo of the Turkes comynge. [/w»mi«..- kniohti,9oorm€n.-\ 

NOw came the day that the turke had apointed to dep^He. 
ye knowe wele that it is a grete daies iowrney to depa^-te 
with siiche a company / hei went that day but a leege and a 
36 half fro thens as he lay / and sent some of his fore-riders to her- 
kene tidynge« of the kynge of Sizile & his company / and they toke 
some of the pore folkes fuUe ny the garison of fferauut / by whom The Turks 
they knewe for certayne that the kynge of Sizile was departed, and KinKDfSiciiy 
40 had lef te a grete garisone yn the place that he had wunue ; & they 
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purposed to kepe it, & defende it ayenst the Turke & liis power / 
and they tolde hem also / that as for the mysforttine of the cristeu 
and that the meii tKit Were drowned yn the see / the hardy nes & wille of the 
Sizuions was no thyng niynysshed, but rather encreased, for they 4 



sawe wele they had noon othir comfort but god, and xiiUi his 

helpe they purposed to defende them self and their goode^r to their 

p leaf 46] ^ power / his knyghtes retoumed ayen ])at night yn-to the turkey 

hoste^ where they reported as they had herde & fonnde, & brought 8 

the pore folke^ that they had takyn, by-fore the turke / that herde 

hem speke, and fonde yn ihem the same that his foreriders toldc 

hym ; wherfore he purposed on the morowe to be loggid but a litle 

leege from the place that he purposed to ley sege to. That night 12 

Prince Or- Orcays felle in qnestionyng wttA his prisoner, & askid him his name. 

Prince DaTM & of what blodc lie was descendid / and what he purposed to do / 

who he is, ' . . 

auidwanto shcwyug hym thiit by reason he ought to tume to their feithe, 
Maiiomedan. scyug the gTe[te] mlraclcs that their godde^ had shewed / with many 16 
moo wordes / whiche were to longe to reherce / but in conclusion he 
seide vnto hym / that pouerte shold not lette hym to be of their 
creaunce / for if it were liis pleasir to be so / he shold be most yn 
fauour aboute hym of alle. othir. Dauid answerd hym / and of his 20 
grete bounte right humbly thanked hym / and if Ids wille were to 
tume to othir creaunce than his predecessours had alwey holden, 
the grete loue & honotor of hym that hath saued his lif / shold 
rather make hym to enclyne ther-to, than any othir thinge / but he 24 
narid re. was dctcrmyued yn his feithe to dye / for to suffie as grete martir- 
dome as was possible any man to endure / wherfore he bisought 
him to speke no more ther-of, for it sholde be in veyn / but humbly 
beseching him from thensforth to helpe hym / for yn his contre he 28 
and aajB wss a geutilmau / but at this houre he trowed there lyued not a 
K«ntieinan porcr uor a moie redeles / and as for his name, it was Athys / and 
trustid that his fadir & moder were lyuyng, which were of full litle 
power to helpe hym, or to brynge hym onte of thies daungers. whan 32 
Orcays herd hym thus sey, he had grete pite of hym / & askid him 
if he had any maister / or whedir his maister were dede / Athis 
answerd hym / " the same to whom y obeied, was slayne euyn at 
my fete there as y landid / wherof grete sorowe befelle me, & me 36 
thought it grete cruelte / for he wold a yelde him to the Soudone / 
that, aftir his takyng, might a done yfiHi him what he wolde / as ye 
may do with me whan it pleasith you / that of your grete bounte 
liaue saued me vnto this tyme." Orcays was right sorowf uU that 40 
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he might not tume his prisonere to his beleue / and sawe wele that 
their company miglit not longe contynue, whiche greued hym right 
sore / for moche he loued hym, for that he ^ sawe hym hothe amy- \} if. 46, bk.] 

4 ahle, wise, and worthi / and bi thought hym self hou he might saue 
hym / for he knewe wele / that with them might he not abide 
wttZeout holdyng their lawe / or ellis dye / and he knewe wele that 
his fader desired gretely his dethe / & so he lemembred hym of a Prince or. 

o good costom that was ?kmoi\Qe.s them, whiche was alwey kepteiec^the 

, i%i"i •'r cuBtom that, 

amonge« notable princes, and by that he was veiily assertayned to 

saue his prisoners lif / The costom was this / than whan the sone witenapnnre 

o , i. ,11. 1 takes ImflrBt 

ot a kynge or of a grete prynce had taken a |)rA8oner, and the first prisoner, 
12 that euir he toke yn his lif, what-som-euir he were worth / if he 

were not the chiefteyne of the warres / he shold horse hym & he may equip 
harueyse hym honorably, and geue hym a C. scutes / and make him free, 
him to be surely conduyte vnto his parties / & thus thought he to 
16 do by his prisoner / for he knewe wele his fadir might not lette hym 
th^-of / for, and he did it, shold be to hym an ouir grete reproche / 
In this thought went he to his fadir, and seide vnto hym / *'My so he asks 

1 1 1 1 .1 . 1 1 -111. . ., his father, 

lorde, ye knowe wel that by the pite y had of a cnsten gentilman the suitau, 

20 the tothir day, at the fortune that befelle them, y toke hym with 
my hande^r pnsoner / and saued his lif / wherof ye wulde a done me 
grete wronge / yf ye had put him to dethe, contrary to my promys & 
assuraunce / whiche had be to grete a shame, if my first feith that 

24 enir y yaue yn armes, sholde a be so shamefuUi broke / wherfore if 
y2 were soroufuH & somwhat greued yn my mynde, ye ought to 
take no displeasir / for y knowe wele what the costom ys of all^ 
reaumes here a-boute / & also of yowr self and of yowr predecessom-s / 

28 that whan they haue ben in suche cas, they hane delyuered hir first 
prisoners / & y am remembred for certayne that ye haue done the 
same yn yowr tyme / and y trust verrily that ye wilt in no thing 
anienysshe me / & that ye haue noon othir entent / but that y may 

32 & shalt do / as they of the lyne fro whens y came haue done bifore 

me / that is, to geue leue to my prisonejf / and to araie hym as y toietinm 
ought / with this / to make hym to be surely conduyte vnto the prisoner. 

Prill CG X^tt* 

cristen folke* ; and hereof humbly y beseche you / " The Turke, vid. 
36 herynge his sone speke yn suche wise, coude hym yn his herte full 
grete thauke / & knewe wele that, by reason & honowr, his request 
might not be denyed / albe-it that of this delyueraunce his liert yaue 
hym right ille, for-asmoclie as he had sene hym do so moche yn 

MIS. yc. 
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annes. Neoir^theles he agieed to the request of his sone / and 
bade hym yet assay to connerie the cristen man ynto their lawe. 
His sone saide / yat so he had done / but in no wise he wold be 
agreable therto. Thus departed he from his feuiir / & wente to his 4 
piisonety and tolde him all^ howe he had downe wit^ his fadir / and 
that a conclusion was takyn that he shold depaite on the moiowe, 
wherfore he wold wite whider he wolde go / either to the kynge of 
Sizile or elliswhere / for whider that euir he wolde / he wolde 8 
ptmiay him to be surely condnyte / and tolde hym that on the 
morowe they all^ sholde dcparte to ley aegb to a cristen place, that 
but litle bifore was conquered on his fadir / and tolde him hou it 
was not stronge, wherfore it might no while be kepte ayenst hem. 12 
when Athis herde thies tidynge*, that ther was a cristen place so 
nyghy that sone sholde be biseged / yif he were glad, it is no de- 
mauiide / and aftir the thankynge^ that he made vn-to Orcays his 
maister / as right wise & wele aduised, & as he that coude att 16 
honour / he saide Tnto hym / that for no tliynge wolde he go 
ferthir than to the next place, not shewyng no semblaunt that it 
was of any desire to be yn the warres, but for drede to be f erre con- 
duyte / and for periles that might ensue therof / and he enquerid 20 
of Orcays who was wiHijn that place / he answerd, " that it was 
one fferaunt, the Seneshatt of Sizile, that was there " / Assone as 
Athis herde hym named / he knewe wele that it was the same vrith 
whom the Yaliaunt man dwelled, that he had herde so moche speke 24 
of / and if his wille were bifore to go vnto that place / it was more 
now by a C. part / Orcays his maister, of good wille counsciled hym 
to the contrary, seyng / " my frende, this place may not endure 
ayenst oure power / and if ye taken wit-yn it / y know, my lord, 28 
my fadir is such a man that alt the worlde may not saue you / 
wherfore y counseile you to drawe to som other parte / and drede 
not, but y shalt se you to be surely conduyte." But for no tbynge 
that Orcays coude sey / coude he meve Athis from his opinion, 32 
wherof he was right sory. Then he yaue hym the best hors that 
he had, and the barneys that he was armyd yn hym-self / whiche 
was at that tyme as good & as faire as any might be / and yaue 
him an C. floreyns / & concluded that on the morow, when they 36 
came to their loggynge^, ^he wolde sende hym surely conduyte to 
the towns. Than tolde he his fadir thentent of his prtsoner / by 
the whiche purpose he ymagyned more & tnore, that yn this man 
shold be right grete houot^r and corageous wille / nertheles, sith he 40 
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had promysed his spne, he wolde not breke his promes, but was 
agreable to that his sone had ordeyned / and on the morowe they 
departed, and came withyn litle while to the towne / and than 

4 Orcais called his prisoner, and saide vnto hym / " Athis, my 
f rende, the tyme is come now of oure departyng / but, & my com- prince or- 
pany were asmoche desired of you / as youres is of me / it sholde to part with 
be harde to make the departyng / nertheles, y had leuer we sholde 

8 departe, than my fadir shold put you to dethe / se yondir the cristene 
towne that my fadir entendith to ley sege to / but y pray you, go 
not thider / & y vndirtake ye shalt be saufly brought whidir euir 
ye wilt ellis / but y know wele, and ye go thider, ye may neuir 

12 departe thens wtt^oute dethe." Athis answerd then, & seide, "my 
lorde, y betake me vnto the garde of hym that hath brought me 
here ; and sith that it pleasith you to do me this grace, to yeue me 
leue, I beseche you that y may be conduyte to yondir place " / 

16 Orcays toke him fortfi with him, & brought him to his fadir / to 
take his leue of him, all armed as he was. Tlie turke was at that 
tyme out of his tente, acompanyed vrith many prynces / he sawe 
his sone bryngyng his prisoner, & seide to theym / " se, my sone, 

20 how grete desire he hath to delyuer this man / and he hath right / 

but ali-wey my herte yeueth me ilt ther-of " / and some of theym The saltan's 
seide / " my lord, what may o man do by his delyueraunce / litle gives him. 
harme may growe thei^of " / and at this wordes approched Orcays / 

24 and seide vnto his fadir, aS smylyng / " my lorde, y haue brought 
you this cristen to take his leue / thus abiled as ye se / & yif I 
might haue bettir apoynted hym, y wolde with all my herte." The 
prisoner alight, & toke his leue at the Turke & alle the comjiany 

28 that was ther / & humbly thanked Orcays his maister / prayng god 
to yeue him grace to do some seruise to his pleasir, sauyng his 
feith / and thus departed he, acompayned 'with many herowdes of But David 

..,.,,, , , , «. isukento 

armes p«rceuaunte«, that brought hym to the barres where fleraunt sim, where 

32 was, & desired to speke with him / & saide vnto hym in this wise, 

" My lorde ! Orcais, sone to the Turke, oure souerayn lord, at this 

last auenture that befelle vpone the cristen by a vesseH that brake, 

^some of theym came to Londe, amonge whiche tliis was one / & [» leaf 48] 

36 taken by the handed of the said Orcais ; & mo was ther not saued / 

And yn asmoche as this is his first prise, that by reason & for his 

honour he woll not yfiUiholde /he hath sende hym you hider yn 

suche cas as ye se hym / certifiyng you, that from hensforth he hath 

40 done his deuoir / if any mo fal yn his handed* " fferaunt, heryng 
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the heraud^^ speke, knewe wele that yn ^uclie cas enery pryiice or 
grete estate doth the same, and seide voto the heiaude« / " Orcais, 
your maist^r, hath done his denoir / & hath right wele, and honor- 
ahly aquyte hym. and nowe may ye withdrawe you whan it pleast 4 
you " ; and cominaundid wyne, & made them drynke, and did them 
alt the chere that he coude / and askid them whedir ^ey shold sone 
W biiriyd / the herandcB answerd / '' ye may se grete liklihode«." 
& more seide they not / for at that tyme they were semauntes com- 8 
mittedy aswele for on part as for othir, saue for their feith / Aftir 
Prince D«Tid the departvng of the herande«. Athis eniitd yn-to the towne / ther 
was none acostomed so moche to hono^/r and chere to straungers as 
Le Surnome; and he made him to he hrought to his loggyng / & 12 
and is wet- matle him to he vnarmed & wele loggid / & wciite to se him / and 
Prince Vhi* whau he saw him vnarmed / he saw him so goodlv a man & so 

lip: ^ ' o • 

personahle, and yu alle his wordes so wele assured, that he had grete 
liice to liice, ioie of hym / thus eueri thinge sekith his semhlahle / for he that was 16 

Uiey become ii * 01 1, m e>, 

fiist fnenOe. a Kjwges sone had grete fauour & lone to the kynge of Scott£« sone / 
and suche loue felt hitwene them, that alwey aftir emlured / and he 
loggid him w/t/e himself / and parted Yfixh him such g(X)de as he 
had / and neuir varied they yn willc or opinion / neuirtheles Athys 20 
alwey put hym to grete honour, <fe concludid verily yn his horte, 
that neuir to no man wolde he discouere what he was, hut tohie 
euery man that he was a pore gentilmannes sone of Scotlande. that 
night he was hrought to fferaunt / whiche questioned him of the 24 
manere of takyng of hym / and the fortune that was hefallen them 
yn the see / & he tolde him alt the trouthe / and he askid hym 
specialy of the knyght6» of Sizile that the kyng had sente / & he 
seide he knewe not what was hefalle of them / than were they 28 
sore hemoned of iferaunt and alt his company / for they were fult 
notable men / than praide they hym to telle them the trouthe of his 
[1 ir. 48, bk ] takyng / and so he did / sauyng of his owne noblesse, he ^ spake not / 
Prince Darid but seide / " had not be the grace of god that he was taken by the 32 
esipture. «nd turkfitf soue, he had be put to dethe as alle othir were, for there was 

liM fellows' ' ^ ' 

none that escape a lyue but he " / eueii man that herde him roherce 
his aueuture, thought he had grete fortune / and thought he might 
not faile to be a man of right grete honour, fferaunt was right 36 
ioifult of hym / and also that Surnonie hadde takyne hym yn-to 
his company / wherof he coude him right goode tlianke. the night 
came / and euery man drewe hym to reste aftir the Vacche was set / 
and yn the morowe betymes, euery man aroos, and herde masse / 40 
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and armed hem / for they knewe wele / that day the sege sholde 
come / M'herfore they were alle redy to abide suche fortune as sholde 
befalle them / for they knewe wele that the Turke had svvome to 
4 take that place with assaute / and to do by them as the kynge of 
Siziles iolkes did by his / but god of his grace had othirwise 
p2«ruaide / for a grete parte of his pride was abated bifore that 
place. H Now came the day, and the hoste of the turkes, with 
8 grete sowne & noise of taberynes & beaumes / they d^>aited at The Turks 
Sonne risyng in iij. bataUls right wel ordeyned / and diuided theym » »)attaiioii«. 
selfe yn thre parties, and delyuered the charge of the tone partie to 
Orcais his sone / and the tothir to his Constable / and the iij**®. to 

1 2 him self / and thus alle raungid & set, euery to the place that he 
sholde abide yn for that day / for they durst not come ny for 
gunnes / but they thought, whan the night was derke, to come nere / 
& to establissh their sege / fferaunt, seyng the conduyte of his 

16 enemyes, had the yates shut, wtt/iout suffryng any man to go oute, Ferant keeps 
& made no semblaunt of warre, for this cause / that the turke & his resei-ve. 
hoste sholde haue more hardy nes to come nere ; and so did they / 
euery man came to his place apointed, & did their deuoir to dresse 

20 vp their loggynge*, whiche were a good wey a-sundir / for eche of 
the iij. bataills were loggid by them self. The Turke, seyng no 
semblaunce of warre of them yn the towne / toke suche a company 
as pleasid hym, and went to his sone / to se the maner of his Tiie suitan 

24 loggyng & of his gouernaunce. tteraunt, espiyng hym ther / >»i» «>"'•» en- 
whiche was a man of me^niailous witte & prowesse, seide to his 
folkes / " Me semeth / seyng ^e besynesse that oure enerays haue to 
logge them / and that we be loggid at auauntage, we ought to visite 

28 them, and to go se them a litle ner / for it semeth than that here is 

nobody / but they shalle haue knowlage that there is " / euory ^man [» leaf 49] 

that herde this seyng was anoon horsed. And fFeraunt ordeyned / 

that ther shold go yn his company but .v. C. ; & an othir feliship Ferant leaves 

32 sholde be redy to releue them, if nede were / and at that yate they the gate, with 
roode oute, he ordeyned an othir feliship wit^ grete ordenaunce of 
smale gownes / that if cas be / that they were dryuen to the yates 
ayen / as it might fuS wele happen them / with the grete company / 

36 that their enemyes had, that then they shold leuelle & shote alle at 
ones / lest their enemyes shold come to ny / And longe bifore was 
no towne bettir gamysshed than that was. This ordenaunce thus 
made / the yates were opende / and they wente out at that yate and saiiies 

40 that was bifore Orcays / and the first that went oute was Surnome, Priiwe piuUp 
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and Prince & Athys, that grete desire had to fc^owe hym, & to se the meruailes 
yn Armes fat he hade herde speke of hym. so rode they forth as 
fast as their horses might renne / tilt they came to their enemy s / 

They kill at their first comyng, they slewe many / and mightly set vpon the 4 
Turke, that was come thider to se his sone / but he and the moost 
part of his company witMrewe them aswele as they might / whiche, 
as ye knowe wele, mig&t not be done wttTiout grete losse & damage 
to the Turke & his company / for there were moo slayn of them by 8 
double / than they were that assailed them / the crie aroos on &\le 

MoreTurkish parties, and euery man assembled and drewe to the Turke Ss bis 

troops come i o ^ -i t • 

up, and drive sone / & than were they so bigge, that by force they made oure 
tians back, folkos to wtt/idrawe to the remenaunt of their company that helde 1 2 
them to-gedir / Orcays, that was yonge & corageous, came byfoi-e 
alls othir / and knowe anoon his prisoner that was with Suniome, 
whiche ij. were the laste that witAdrewe them / he ranne so ny 
that they ioyned to-gedir. Sumome, seyng his felawe in daungrre, 16 
cam for to socoure hym / but there were so many folowyng Orcais / 
that, had not their good maister fferaunt a bene, they had neuir 
reto^^rned yn-to the towne / but he, seyng his ij. seruauntev in suche 
daunger amonge^ so grete a nombre of the turkey, witii alle his feli- 20 
ship, at ones encountird tbem. so vigorously, that he made them to 
Prince Dnvid withdrawe more than the draught of an arowe. In this recountre 
Orcays pri- was takyn Orcais by the bander of Athis / and many moo prisoners 

were ther takyne without nombre. The Turke sawe & knewe for 24 
trouthe his sone to be takyn / wit£ the bander of hym that the 
night afore he had delyuered / the cri^ & the noise was so grete yn 
the turke* hoste, that he might not haue herde a thondre, & they 
[» if.49,bk.] resorted ayen ^so fast / that by force they made the cristen to with- 28 
TbeTnrks drawe avcn yn-to the towne / that were folowed vnto the yatis, 

press on to " "^ ' *r > 

Siae^*^" ®^ which were sone closed / and anoon alle the ordenaunce & Arthery 
were shotte at ones amonge* their enemyes / whiche were so thikke 
assembled, fer might not faile to be hurte & slayne many of them / 32 

and are whiche brought them alle out of aray / for there were so many slayne 

thrown into 



disorder by <fe hurto, that it was meruailc / for they stynted not, but leide on 

the Christian ' i , , . 

fire, which them with ordenaunce so sore / that the turkes wist not what to 

destroys ' 

many of do / fferauut seyog them alle out of aray, made the yates to be 36 
opened ayen, & made a newe scarmysh on theym a foote / at whiche 
tyme he did grete hurte to the turke and his folkes / that neuir 
sith were they so hardy to come so ny the towne. The cristen did 
so moche that they retowrned pesibly ayen to the towne. & there 40 
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were that day so many prisoners taken, fat men migfet not knowe 
one fro an othir / But Athis knewe full wele his prisoner / and 
what he had done for hym / and knewe wele also that it shold not 
4 ly yn his power to delyuer hym / and he were ones knowen. wher- 
fore, of fre and honorable corage, he brought hym oute of the towne 
by an othir yate / and seide vnto hym, " Orcais ! ye haue saued my Prince David 
lif / and it is reason therfore that I deliuere you now, & soone, or 
8 ell6« shall it neuir lye in my power. I can no bettir arme you than 
ye be / nor bettir horse you / wherfore y geue yowr hors & yowr 
haraeys, that is myn be right. I pray god to conduyte you oute of 
alle daungers / and now, saue your self, for it is tyme." Thus lete quietly lets 

1 2 he his prisoner go so couertly, that noman perceyued it / and came escape, 
ageyn yn-to the towne, where he founde his felawe Surnome, that 
was fuH sory that he wist not where he was / and whan he sawe 
hym come, he made him grete chere / and askid hym where his 

1 6 prisoner was / and he seide, that at the last encountryng / he was «nd Hes to 
slayn. Surnome bileued hym wele y-nough / for there were many »bout it. 
slayn, aswele pnsoners as othir. IF Now retoMme y to the Turke, 
that, aftir this auenture that was full damageous vnto hym, he 

20 lefte good gardes yn his sones hoste, and wente ayen hym self vnto 
his tentes, where he was serued with many knyghte« & squyers / 
that aH that while had kepte stille his loggyng / and at his comyng, 
askid hym tidyng6« ; & he tolde them the dolorous fortune that this 

24 day was befallen hym / as to haue lost his sone, & grete part of his 

people / and of the ^best / wherof he named grete nombre of hy and P leaf 5o] 

noble estates and valiaunt knyght6« / after this ho seide to theym, 

** ye sawe wele that my herte coude not assente to the delyueraunce The suitan 

28 oi my sones prisoner / and it was not without a resone, for y sawe captm-eofhis 
hym this day take my sone prisoner ; and aftir he had ones con- 
quered hym, he wold not leue hym nor fauo^r hym, for y sawe 
hym lede hym towarde the towne / and yit y know not whedir at 

32 the last encountre my sone were slayne or not / or if he be yn the 
towne / nor how it is vfilh hym." & amonge, thies wordes he seide 
to them / that " there was neuir houre sith y sawe this cristen man 
first / but that my herte tolde me that by hym I sholde haue grete 

36 damage ; and so tolde y my sone alwey / and now hath he founde it." 

A'-""""""""'"" """*"• 



a mafi vnto the pauylion, and seide vnto the Turke / " sir, but then 

ij i./^ XI IX 1. hearstidingB 

my lorde yowr sone, ys sauf / for as me thought y sawe mm of we safety. 



40 come alone from the towne " / The turke went out / and by then 
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his aone was almoost at him / whkhc a-light assone as he sawe 
hym / & came to hym, & comforted liym aswele as he coade, aftir 
his grete daungeie / the Tarke seide^ ** my sone, this anenture that 
ye haue had to day, & y had hen hUened, had not hefallen you / 4 
for yn this partie ye are cause of ooie losse / for nrhan ye were 
t:\kyn«, to liaue rescowed yon, this grete hnrte is hefalle me " / 
Prince Or- " truly, siF," quoth Orcays, " that y haue done, y holde for no grete 
saiten dede / for the sone of a mighti kynge hath delyueid a felaw that 8 

he knew not / which hath not hen scars, nor of so pore cors^ / hut 
that he ha& wele to his knowlage delynerd the sone of the grettist 
kyn^e that leuyth " / Than tokle he liis iiMlir the maner of Athis / 
htm priMe and the wordes that he had seide / and liow he had delynerd hym 1 2 

David Mt ff mf 

him fhse. frely / & had put him self in iuharde of his lif, if it were knowen ; 
*' thus haue y do no thyng for hym, yn regaide to that he hath done 
for me " / the Tarke, heryng his sone reherse the -grete houute of 
The Saltan Athis, more & more in corage dredde hym, and seide / " yn a man of 16 
n»Ti<i. pore condicion ne might he so grete vertu ; and alwey more & more 

me thinketh he shold do ys liarme. ^Nertheles, what-som-euir be- 
falle, he is a man of hy & noble corage " / than comforted he him 
aswele as he m^ht / aftir this sharpe fortune & annoy, seyng the 20 
and nfren^h- recoueiir of his sone, he made to fortifie his sege, and made stronge 
fort*. wacche / for he sawe wele ^ that he ha<i to do with valiannt folkes. 

' ' Nowe slial we leue to speke of the sege / and of allc the warres of 
Sizile, & retoume to speke of the kynge^ sone of Englond, that 24 
conduyte thus, as ye shaii here. 
Prince Hnin- ~T*T is troutlie, that, as ye haue herde, the kynge of Englond had 
kiigkiMi I a sone named Humfiay, faire, wise, and right wele condictoned / 

M for as y haue seide you here-to-fore / the kynges made their 28 
children yn youthe to be norisshed by notable io\kes & wele con- 
dictoned / This yonge Humfray, aftir the discomfiture and harde 
lamentii the aueuture that the ciisten had vpon the see yn Sizile / helde the 
ill si^iiyT'^' resume as lost, wherof he had as grete sorowe yn parte, as alle his 32 
frendes had ben destroied / and thought wele that the cristen put 
hem not yn suche deuoir as they shold / and many tymes he seide 
to his &ulir / that ''it was grete pite to se thus cristendome 
but the King, destroied " / The kynge anoon vndirstode wele for what entente he 36 
win SoUrt seide it / but for no thinge wolde he sende hirau forth / he toke 
in go lere. gJ^g^^JJ^p|g q£ ^y^e kynge of Scottea, that was yn suche sorowe for 
his sone, of whom he coude here no worde, that noman might 
recomforte hym ; and therfore the pore Humfray lost his tyme to 40 
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speke therof / and whan he sy he might haue non othir comfort of 
his fadir / he remembred hon the kynge of ffraunce had loste his 
sone / & thought he wolde secretly breke wiUi the feliship that 
4 were aboiite him / as the sones of grete prynces and othir grete 
lordes / that in their youthe had be norisshed with hym / and if he Prfnce Hum- 
might fynde any of his accorde / he wold departe from his fadir, & •oWestosurt 
drawe to Sizile : for he thought wele / and he were ones there / and 1>« «*? ""^ 

' o I I friends to go 

8 his fadir knewe ther-of , that for no thyng he wold leue hym yn ''»i*» »"«»• 
daunger / but rather sende thider folkes to acompany him / whiche 
might be grete socour and helpe to the kynge of Sizile / and in this 
thought was he longe tyme or he durst discouer it pleynly to any of 

1 2 his seruaunte«. So fortuned, vpone a day he stode at a wyndowe, 
passyng trist & pensif / and the Erie of warwike/r eldest sone was 
there / that long tyme of youthe had be brought vp wtt^ hym / so 
he came to him and seide, ^' my lorde 1 sauyng your displeasir, me Tiie Eari or 

IG thinketh that now of late y haue sene you more pensif & malyn- M>nre- 

•> X •/ proache* 

colious than euir ye were before / and as me ought yn this wise, y Pri"<» Hum- 
shewe you the trouthe, that many folkes wttZ/drawe them out of *»J" /"«i«"- 
this courte / and be right sorowfutt to se yon in this cas; ^for by [} leaf si] 

20 youre Lustynes, & Liberalite & frendly manere, eueii man desired to 
yeue you attendaunce, and to be acompanyed aboute yottr pcrsone / 
and now they se you of right mate & heuy chore / and if they 
come aboute you, ye make vnto them fuH litle countenaunce, or 

24 noon, whiche they haue not ben acostomed to ; Wherfore they haue 

the grettir meruaile / and thus departe they all abassed and sorow- which hM 

*■ *' driven young 

fulle, to remembre how ye ar turned so ferre from that they lefte "oWe* from 

' '' •' Court. 

yon / and there is noon that moost desire to do you seruise, but 

28 that they are annoyed to se you so / ye knowe wele, my loi-de, y say 
trouthe / for here were many noble men that were right glad to do 
you seruyse at their owne cost« & charge that nowe be departed. 
A lid this courte is sore amenyssed of noble men / and alle by you / I 

32 biseche you, my lorde, pardone me of thies thynges y haue shewed 
you / for y can yn no wise hide fro you / that haue brought me vp / 
any thinge that y se or here, that shold be to your charge, or 
amenyssyng of yowr grete loos <fe renome / tliat of your age hath 

36 largely be spred thorugh the worlde " / Thus yong Humfray / hering 
thies wordes of this yong sone of warwik / knewe wele that of good 
herte, & feithfult loue & s^mise, he seide thies vnto hym / and 
thought wele. he seide trouthe; and forthwith the teres felle from This mnkes 

40 his yen / wherby this yonge gentilman pcrceyued wele that his weep. 
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maister might not wele speke / the soiow stiajned so sore his 
herte / than seide he / ^' my loide ! y se wele that liiere is som j 
thinge yn your herte that sore annoieth you / or displeasith you / 
and .1. wote not whethir ye haue or wilt discouer it to any ahoute 4 
LAffd War- you / hut y sey for me, if y knewe any thyng that were to yowr 
nj« he'll risk annoy or displeasir / and it were possible my seruise to remedy it / 
help Prince y shal aueuture my body and lif to accomplisshe it / neuirtheles y 
desire to knowe of youre secretes no ferthir than pleasith you y 8 
sholde knowe / but whan my seruyse may please you ye shalt fynde 
it redy, wtt/iout any Demaunde reseruyng / aH-only the kyng, & my 
pore lorde, my fadir." whan Humfray had herde his seruaunt & 
kynnesman thus sey ynto hym / and offrid his body and goode« for 12 
him / thought wele yn him self that he might trust hym, & seide 
Hnmpiinr Yuto him, " ye haue be norissht vp witK me / and y trust certainly 
that my wele, myn honour, and preferment, ye wolde as moche as 
any man that longith to my fadir or me ; and for this y am con- 16 
[1 if.5i,bk.] eluded yn my thought to ^discouer vnto you myn entent / and 
notwithstandynge ye haue be brought vp w»t/i me of childehode / 
and that y haue alwey loned you wele, yit wolt y haue an othe of 
you / and what othe y shalt sey you / if that y shalt disclose vnto 20 
you, please you not / nor that ye witt assente and agree ther-to / 
that neuir, dales of yout lif, it shall be opend or disclosed by you / 
and this shalt ye promyse me'' / and he answerd him / '* my lorde, 
y wolt wele / for y had leuir dy than euir y ^hold discouer thinge 24 
that ye commaunde me to kepe " / and here on yaue his trouthe / 
tiist the peril and then he shewid his sorowe in this wise / IF ''It is so that ye 
sicUj haue, dyuerse tymes & many, herde speke of the right grete pite & 

destruccion / that euery day befalleth to the kynge of Sizile / that 28 
is a kynge of full grete honour ^ whiche is a grete amenysshment to 
alt cristendome, & shame to alk cristen kynge« that haue their 
andhisioveij reaumes in pees / and he hath a doughter, of whom the renome of 

al honot^r is spred through ail the worlde / and the kynge, hir 32 

fadir, might haue pees / if he wolde mary hir among the mys- 

creauntes / but he had leuer dy / and ))e destruccton of hym & of 

his doughtir bothe / than euir, dales of his lif, he wold consent 

ther-to / ye may wele se that this cometh of a stable herte / grete 36 

which danger drede & loue of god / ye knowe the socours that by the kynge of 

hare n<? ffrauuce / my lorde,* my fadir / and the kynge of Scottes, hath be 

from, done to him / whiche no thing hath profite him / but to him a grete 

' MS. my lorde my lorde. 
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hurte / for his folkes are gretly discoraged ther-by / for, as y vndir- 
stonde, bifore this comyng, one of them was worth .vj. turkes / and 
nowe y se noman that dressith to any socours of the seide kynge / 
4 but they thinke they haue done y-nough. I haue many tymes I've taikt to 
moued my lorde my fadir, heryn, that litle hede takith to my "^ 
wordes, but rathir thinkith my speche ys chyldissh & folie /«nd he thinks 
thus for certayn y holde this good kynge / his fair doughtir and his 
8 reaume, lost / and for that me thinkith that eiiery noble man sholde 
be sorowfuH of so grete a losse / y can in no wise make good chere / 
and this is the principal! cause of my sorowe / And y thynke wei-rily 
if y might gete thider / the noble suggette^ Ss seruannte^ of this 

12 reaume shold can me no maugre / and wolde god that euery man 
wold employ hym therto / and that the kynge were agreable to 
sende me yn this viage / but that wol he not, for no thyng, y knowe 
for cer%yne / notwithstandyng aH my speche vnto hym / & also [» leaf 52] 

16 the grete losse that but late is fallen to them that were sent to the 

socours / But y shaH telle you more playnly myn entente, suche But i mean 
promyse as ye haue made me / for ye be one of them that y haue 
most afhaunce yn / and also y knowe you wele assured, and wise y- 

20 nough to conduyte an^ hy matier, if it please you / wherfore y pray 
with aH my herto in especiaH, that ye will assente to my desire 
with-oute breking it / and helpe me to execute it / and here nowe 
what y haue thought / I knowe wele, as y haue seide, that for 

24 no thinge, my lorde, nor alle they of his reaume, fro the grettist 
estate to the porest degre, ne wol not consente that y shold departe 
so ferre fro them / but aS that shaS not restrayne me / if y may 
haue the power, & any that will helpe to conduyte me in this 

28 werke, y shalt departe oute of this reaume right honestly acom-to«)to 
payned, not as a kynge, but as a knyght / and for this y haue goode 
y-nough, & gamyssht wele y-nough / And y wold that ** yn the name 
of som othir than of me, at som port in this reaume, fer fro this i want some 

32 towne, a good ship were ordeyned, wele tak-lee & vitailed, whiche aswp, 
sholde alwey be redy to departe / without houre or tyme apoynted / 
and abide there oure comyng ; and yn the meane tyme, to ij. or iij. 
of my speeialle se?niauntes & kynnesmen, & othir that haue be 

36 norisshed vp with me / vpon an othe y shaH discouer myn entente / 

& y trust that at ieste y shaH be acompayned with xvj. or a xx". and tiien i, 

V, , , V . XT 1.. / 1 X 1. withl6or20 

noble men / and euery man, one seruaunt v/iih him / and at suche uobiemen, 
tyme as alt shalt be redy / y shalt depart at euen out of this towne, 

2 MS. and 
THREE kings' SONS. G 
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wiu Bomeday that by the mornyng, if y be myssed / y ghalbe to fer to be ouirtaken 
aaii to Sicily, or we come to the port / and then wolt y streight to shipe / and 
go vnto the Reaume of Sizile / and whan y am onys ther / y shalt 
lete my lorde, my fadir, haue knowlage therof / and what causes haue 4 
meued me / and y am sure whan thoos tidynges come to his know- 
lage / he, and alle they of his reame, wol be right wele content to 
which I hope sende suche company vnto me as may be for his honour / whiche 
a\no win shalbe a grete recomforte to the reaume of Sizile / and bis be cause 8 

honour. ' 

of my goyng ; & by pis m«y I trust to wynne the loue of god, and 
Will you honour / without hauyug shame ; but this can y, nor may, do wtt/i- 
out helpe / wherfore, myn owne cousyn & frende, I pray you teli 
if.62. bko me, heryn as ye thinke" / This yong sone of ^warwik heryng his 12 
maister thus si:>eke, was not so yong / but that he thought yn his 
corage, that this mocion came of grete honour and gentilnes of herte. 
Lord War. and thus he answerd hym / " my lorde, this matier that ye meue, 
advi»ea procedith of an hy & noble corage / a[«]d also the mater is right grete / 16 
piirey and y alone, & but yonge / & notwit/istandyng, your wor<ies gretly 

reioise me / yit dare y geue you noon other counsefl than this that 
y shalt sey / ye haue of yong men, thankid be god, that of their 
age be right wise & discrete, & that wifl be trewe vnto you as longe 20 
to get 8 or 4 as god woti geue them lif / ye may cidle vn-to you iij. or iiii. of 

friends to " i . i , i i • n .1. 

manage the them that ye thinke be moost propre to guyde this mater / and if 
it please you, y wolbe with them / and what-so-euer shalt then be 

and he wiu concluded / and ye cowmaunde me to execute it, y shalt do toy 24 
deuoir to the vtterist of my power / and thinke neuir, sir / that, 
dales of my lif, this that it hath pleased you to seye to me, shali be 
opende by me to no lyuyng creature / for y knowe wele the grete 
affectione, trust, and fauoz^r, that ye shewede me, discoueryng this 28 
matier that is most secrete in youv herte / wherof, right humbly y 
thanke yo2^r good grace / and as for my body, Ss alle the goodes that 
y haue, if my pore company may plese you, aftir ye haue takyn a 
ferme conclusion, [1] shall be redy to do you seruise as long as my 32 
lif may endure " / his maister thankid him right hertily / & thought 
his auise good / and on the morow full erly was steryng, sent for 

The Prince's suche as he wold haue / to whom he had grettist affiaunce / and 

friends , ' _ . , ,., • i i i «/» 

witJtont long taryng, to abregge the matier / yn like wise as ne had 36 
broken to the erle of warrewikes sone, of his entente / so did he to 
them that he had sent for / whiche, anoon as they herde his pleasir, 
object at first, thought the matier right straunge / and seide vnto him / " that yf 

they shold acompany hym yn this matier, they knewe for certayne 40 
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that they durst neuir retowrne to this reaume ayen / for the kynge 
his fadir / and that their owne fadirs wolde be the first that sholde 
destroie them " / and also they seide, " my lorde, whan ye come to 

4 tlie age of more knowlage, & haiie children, as my lorde your fadir 
hath / ye wolde neuir haue loue ne fauowr vnto vs / but thinke 
that we shold be as agreable to beguyle you of yowr children, as we 
sholde be nowe agreable to beguyle my lord yowr fadir, of you, 

8 where-thorugh ye shold haue vs alwey yn hate / & mystrust*' / 
But no[t]withstandyng alle thies wordes, he seide to them / " my „, ^^ 53, 
frendes, doute ^not but, in conclusion, this matier shalbe reputed to but he 

./iij. 11 Of i«i answers tlielr 

youre Honot^r and preise / botne of my lorde my fadir, and of alle argumento, 

12 yowr frendes / for whan they here where we shalt be, there shalt be 
fewe yn this londe, ]?at haue any sone of ago to here armes / but 
that they shatt wille they were vriHi vs / and as for me, y shold be 

— the moost wrecche yn erthe / if ye that haue fadirs & modirs, kynne 

16 & frendes / and grete possessions yn this reaume / which ye shold 
leue for the loue of me, if y sholde hate you / god neuir be pleased 
to geue me lif so longe / but shortly to ende it / ffor if god geue vs 
grace to acheue & brynge out entirprise to good conclusion / y 

20 shold be f ult vntrewe & right vnkj'^nde / if euer y failed any of you, 

dales of my lif " / many wordes were amonges them / but at last alle and at last 
to-gedir concludid to do & accomplissh the pleasir of their maister / d®""^« 
not yn so grete nombre as they wolde haue had, for fere it sholde 

24 be knowen and discouerd / But now euery man toke his charge, 

some to ordeyne a ship & the vitailyng / some to pwruay good some get the 
horsis / and to brynge them to suclie secrete place* where as they 
might be dayly coursed & renne ; som pt^ruaide for gold & siluer & procure 

28 for hameys, and som for aray / so that ther lakked no thynge to 
noon of them / but that they were alle pwruaide of euery thyng 
longing vnto them for a grete while / Aftir this, was eueri thing 
pwruaide and so wele guyded / that by the day they apoynted / alle and by the 

32 thynge was redy ther, w^'t/^out knowyng of any persone saue of aii is ready, 
them that delt ther-with. If Now fro this day forth was Humfray 
of bettir chere then he had ben longe before, wherof eueri man had 
grete ioie, for they had ben yn sore discomfort for his sadnes / but 

36 no man durst make no questione. The tyme approched of his 
departyng ; he made iustis & tumeys, and assembled his ladies and 
gentil women / & did so moche, that alle folkes than had more ioie of 
him than euir they had / thus beloued of the kjmge & of alle the 

40 iij. estates of the reaume, departid this yonge gentilman out of his 

G 2 
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One mid- fadiiB hoiue aboute midnight / so secretly tliat he was vnpen^yned / 
Hampiif«7 and rode so tliat night, that it was not possible to ouirtake him / 
J^^^ thus, w/tAoute makyng lenger tale, he came to the port ther as the 
goes to his ghip abode him / and they that had the charge therof / and assone 4 
[I itsSyUc.] as he came ther / he & his fe^Liship in alle Haste possible entrid 
ther-yn, which, whan they were there, were yn nombre xviij. 
Thcj set Mil. pei'soues / of gftntilmcn and other, then made they to pnUe vp the 
saile, & were w/tAyn litle while withoute sight of the londe. 8 
IT Now goth Humfray and his company / god by his grace con- 
Th* Kinff of duyte them / for they be ftdt ferre from their entent The kynge 
of Euglond, on the morowe that his sone was departed, herde thoragh 
his coort grete noise & mormour, & askid what it might be ; but 12 
noon ther was that wold or durst telle it hym / neuirtheles at laste 
he most knowe it / and so came lus counseH to eufourme hym ther- 
of, and seide Tnto him / " sir, it behoueth that ye knowe wherfore 
we are come to you / to-day be comen vnto vs many of the saruannt^^ 16 
of my lordes youre sone / that for certayn knowe not where he is / 
told thsft the for they haue ben at his chambre, & founde it open / and he not 
room is ther-yn / his chambrelayn yn like wise, & suche as were moost a- 

bottte hym / nor wote not where they are / for the s^uauntes of 20 
diuerse of them be come to vs & sey that they haue lost their 
maistres / thus for drede that it shold falle vnto you as it did to 
the kynge of ifraunce, we be come to enforme you ther-of / assone as 
we mysse hym / for we wote not yif ye knowe where he is or no." 24 
hu^ ^^'Ks* '^^ kynge of Englond, heryng this, knewe anoon for certayne that 
gone to \x\a sone was goon / and thought wele that he had takyn the wey 
to Sizile / coDsideryng the wordes that he at diuerse tymes had 
seide vnto him / and then he made diligeTitly to seche thorugh alt 28 
his reaume / and whan he sawe that he might haue no tidynge* of 
hym / he determyned to scnde notable folkos yn-to Sizile / for to 
knowe and enquere if any tidynge« might be had ther of hym / It 
The King is to thinke / that the kynge was yn grete sorowe / & not w^t/^out 32 
greatly. cause / for he had no moo sonys ; and if he had sorowe, ye may wele 
thinke pat pe quene & hir ij. doughters were not wMoute / for they 
had suche sorow that alle folke had grete pite of them / this sorowe 
was not alone yn the kynges court / but the fadirs & moders, kynne 36 
& frendes of the yonge lordes that were gone with hym had their 
parte yn like wise / & so had the surpluis of alle the> reaume, & had 
grete drede lest the losse were wit// out recouerir / as that of ffraunce 
had ben. IF Xow shaft we leue of this grete sorowe that they made, 40 
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& not wiHioMte cause / for moche trouble had they that thus * were p leaf 54] 
departid / and ye shalt here the mauere Howe. H Whan Humfray 
and his folke^s^ were in the see withoute the sight of any Loiide of 
4 the reaume of Englond, they toke their wey towarde Sizile / and Prfnoe Hum- 
Lad connynge marynei-s to conduyte them, & faire wedir at wille / towards 
so that witliyu. litle while they might haue aryued in Sizile, ne had 
ben the fortune & tempest of the see, that neuir is sure / ifor on a a tempest 
8 day bifelle grete tempest in the see / so that the vesselt that they 
were yn was many tymes yn daunger to be pmsshed / yn-so-moclie 
that the maryners coude no remedy, but alt only yn the handes of 
god, & lete the vesshelt dryue with the wawes and the wynde, the siiip 

12 whedir as god wold conduyte it. Humfray and alle his company 
were in orisons and praier with grete deuocion, hauyng no hope but 
of dethe / and yn the meane while one of the maryners perceyued 
londe that they were ny vnto / but he knewe not the contre, for he 

16 had neuir be ther / so he wente to Humfray / and to the maister 
niaryner / and tolde it theym / whiche made grete toie / for when 
they were so ny the londe, the tempest was not so rageous as it had 
ben in the playne see / sone aftir they aryued at londe wit/iout any they land at 

20 hurte / and it was nye a grete towne that helde of the tuike that town, are 
was in Sizile / and they went oute yn vessells & bote*, & came to 
this shipe / and founde it garnyssht wit/t cristen men / and when 
they sawe thies yonge folkes, and the good that was wit/i them, they 

24 were right ioiefult, and br »ught their prise to the towne, and depaiixjd 

their botee / and for it thought them a cas of nouelte / they sente and given 
p?*esentes to their neighbores of the cristen prisoners, so that they prisoners, 
lefte with them but ij., wherof that one was Humfray / and thus 

28 was thys company disseuerd / Humfray was put yn a derke prisone, Prfnce Hum- 
and his felawe witJi hym / whiche sone aftir died / and he abode in a dungeon, 
ther aft alone, where he endured moche payne & trouble / alle othir 
than he wende to fynde whan he departed oute of Englond / and 

32 pitously he complayned him to god / besechyng hym humbly that 
this payne & prison that he was yn / might stande for part of his 
purgatory / for he wende neuir to escaped thens / but oure lorde, 
that knewe the cause of his depaHyng / and that he was abandoned 

36 for his seruise, put him not yn foryetyng / but sone aftir holpe to 

his delyue/'aunce / 2 as ye shalt here / but no we he was stille kepte [* if. 64, bk.] 
there, to then tent to presente the tuike with, at his retownie. The 
kynge, his fadir, had sente yn-to Sizile vij. or viij. of his folkes 

40 aftir his departyng / & whan they were retoMrned / and tolde that 
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The Kinff of thomgh alle the rnanme of Sizile they had enquered & sought / but 
envoys c»m for certayns, yn that region had not be seyne no ship / sith the losse 
tiding, of of the cristen armee, that was sent for their socours. & they certified 

Hainphrey ' •' 

in sicuy. for trouthe, that ther Humfray nor his company was not / The 4 

kynge of Englond, heryng thies tidynge*, helde his sone as loste / 
The King of and than his sorow redoubled, but it might not be amendid / and 
52*?f m1^* aft his lif he contynued wepyng & teeres / and seide to suche as 
Son. "urere a-boute hym / " Alas ! ye may se iij. reaumes full desolate ! 8 

the kynge of ffraunce & y haue loste oure ij. sones / and wote not 
how the kynge of Scotte« hath lost his also / but he hath more 
recomforte than we two / for his sone died knyghtly yn the 
seruise of god / and yet hath his fadir ij. sones alyue, which is a 12 
grete recouerir to his reaume / & noon of vs two haue noon heire 
male / and y here sey the kynge of ffraunce litfe seke in his bedde, 
Wit/iiout any remedy of his lif / whiche is comen to hym of sorow / of 
which is grete pite, and withoute faile he seide trouthe / for aftir 1 6 
the departyng of his sone, haddc he neuir ioie." 

As the kynjje of Englond seide / and as ye haue rehersid here 
tofore, The kynge of ffraunce, sith the depa?-tyng of his 
seide sone, enioied neuir day of helthe / in so moche that 20 
TOn Prince ^i^^Y^ iJ- 7®^® ^Hu, he departed oute of this worlde / and bifore 
PhiUp, Yi\s dethe, made to come bifore him his wif and his brother, the 
Due of Burgoigne / and seide vnto them in this wise / " My wif 
and my brother / y pcrceyue wele y most dye / whiche is the 24 
thynge y haue moche desired / and as ye knowe wele y had a sone 
a ij. yere syne, and wote not yet / whethir he be a-lyue or not / to 
whom ye, my wif, be moder / and ye, my brother, be vncle / y 
haue loued you naturally as my brother / and ye haue done me 28 
grete seruyse and honour, wherof y thonke you, and pray you to 
contynue yowr kinde and natural! loue vnto me aftir my dethe / 
and to my sone, if he be a-lyue / 8nd if he be not / y may haue no 
grettir ioie than to w^ite you kynge aftir my dethe / for to you 32 
nppointB his sholde the reaume falle as rijThtfult enheritoure / whcrfore y wolde 

brother, 

[» leaf 55] that ye ^shold be regent and gouernour of this reaume by the space 

Burguildy"' ^^ "^'J' J®^® / ^^^ 7° ^^^^ ^® ^^^ ^^ ^®"® *^^^® ^^^ I ^°^ *^^^ te/lUe 

F?Jn?e. and passcd / 1 wol that yc be crowned and sacred kynge / for the abidyng 36 
ywrs.*^*^ ** is long y-nough of ix yere / and y trust that ye will thus do / and 
so y pray you promyse me / for the goode« of the reaume be as wele 
youres, as Regent / as if ye were crowned kynge ; and so shaii ye 
leese nomore for the tyme, but only the name of the kynge." The 40 
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Due of Burgoigne, that was full wyse, worthy, and a passing good 
man, was knelyng afore the kynge his brother, heryng him thus 
speke, of right feruent loue, and of right strongs and soroufuH 
4 herte, wepte so sore / that he might vnnethe speke a worde / but as 
he might speke, he proraysed him trewly to "pertouTme his desire & 
co?/imaundement / Aftir alle this, and that the goode kynge of 
fCraunce had serchid his conscience wisely and deuoutly, he yelde Ti»e King of 
8 his soule to god, and was entered as to a kynge perteyneth, and his 
ordynaunce doone & accomplisshed, as he had diuised. And his 
Brothir, the Due of Bourgoigne, was made Eegent of fCraunce / and and the Duk^ 
helde entierly, and accomplissid, alle that he had proraysed his SecomS*" ^ 

12 brother, withoute contraryyng of any thinge / and had noon othir 
wille ne desire, but that his Neve we sholde come ayen / for he hadde 
neither wif ne childe, and he was noon of the moost yonge, wher- 
fore he was determyncd yn himself neuir to marye. He Jielde the 

16 reaume, as long as he had the gouernaunce, yn good Justice, pees & 
tranquillite. IF It is tyme to be stille a litle of this matier, and 
retoz^rne to the sege that the Turke had set bifore fferaunt and his 
company. 

20 ^1^ onge tyme endured they bifore the Towne -without any 

wynnyng / & euery day there was som sawte or scarmyssh, Femntand 

and alwey profitable for them withyn / and so moche yn tiana make 

armes did Le Surnoine and Athis / that of alle othir they bare the ^J"*'' ^i'« 

24 name / for their dedes were, as who seith, yncredible ; and so wele 
did Athis / that sawe Le Surnome, ther was noon to compare with 
hym / wherof le Surnome was as glad as he miglit be / and Joued 
his honour asmoche as his owne / and he shewed wele he was not 

28 enuyous / for whan they were wMdrawen from any scarmyssh, he 

wolde so ioifully reherce of Athis, his felawe / that alle men ^ Had V- if. 55, bk.] 
grete pleasir to here him / whiche alway passed hym, & was werry 
mirrowr and ensample to alle othir / Thes sege dured fuUe longe / and 

32 many tymes sent fferaunt to the kynge of Sizile, that he sholde and ten the 
haue no drede for them / nor put himself yn noon auenture / for it sidiytimt 

they are all 

neded not / for they had gret plente of vitaile for more than a yere / rfgiit. 
and whan they most nedes leue the place / they wolde depHrte to 

36 the a nother of their enemyes, maugre them alle / and thus the 
kynge of Sizile, in trust of feraunt, abode the auenture that god 
wolde sende / and often made his folkes to ride to the Turkys hoste / 
to distourbe their vitaille / whiche aquytte them right wele / and 

40 did grete damage to the Turkey?, and made them right wery / 
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ffynally they loste moo of their iolkes before that place then they 

had done of all the while that they were yn Sizile / and yit were 

A letter of they neoir the nere of the place / On a day befell^ that ffeiannt had 

sent a letter to the kynge his maister / yn snche wise as ye haue 4 

herde before / the messanger was not so wise as othir had be, nor 

e»- coude not ^ weies so wele / so was he taken wtt^ the Turkey 

ukm'totiie meyne / & brought bifore him yn-to his Tente. the Turk& toke 

him aparte, & suche of his conns^ as pleased him / and made to 8 

woide the rcmenaunt / for that he wold not the messangere shold 

be openly herde / lest he shold sey any thing / that shold discorage 

them / & whan all folkes were wided, the Turke asked hym cer- 

teinly of his tydynges / And he tolde hym snche as he knewe, wit/f- 12 

out hidyng of any thyng / yn embandonyng his lif, if it were fouiide 

who is told othir wise / he seide that they wtt//yn dred not the Turke and alle 

^'»j*«H his power / but were rathir glad than sory of his beyng ther / for 

they wist for trouthe, that it was grete charge to hym / and that he 16 
shold alwey lese more than wynne / and yn the meane tyme the 
kynge of Sizile shold fortifie his Eeaume, and be daily releued wiHi 
newe folkes / so tliat his puissaunce shalle alwey encresse. The 
Turke asked the messanger if he had any letters / and he seide 20 
" ye " / as he that durst not deny it / and forthwith toke theym 
hym / the Turke opcnd them, and founde them aftir suche forme 
as ye haue herde before this, whan the messangere had be wele 
enquered / and answerde and seide like as he knewe / whiche was 24 
p kaf 56] alwey to the honoure ^of the cristen : then was He delyuerd to one 
that shold kepe him wele and surely / the Turke abode stiUe with 
his counsel! / and they diuised many thinges to-gedre of tliies 
The Saltan maticr / & they thought wele they loste tyme / and therfore toke 28 
ciitoducoM they this conclusione / that on the morowe the Turke sholde 
greMofthe assemble alle his counselle / and the Capteynes / and seid to them 
that were there with hym / that they shold anise them wele that 
night of this grete matier, & on the morow to shewe him their best 32 
aduise & counselle / Thus departed they, and euery man to his 
loggyng / til on the morow the Turke sende for them / many tymes 
and often were they awakid by them wit/?yn / whiche had noon 
othir delite nor pleasir but to trauaile them, to the annoie of the 36 
and the ivokes j and that shewde wele Le Sumome, and Athis his felowe, 
Prince PhiUp ]>at, alle the while he was wit/*yn the place, chaungid not his hameys 
David do that Orcais had yeuen him / wherby he was wele knowen: and 

the Turks. ./ / •/ ' 

also he shewde it full ny them many tymes, to their grete damage / 40 
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for the Turke wolde often tyme sey / " se there my sones prisonere ! 
here may ye se the profit of his delyueraunce / my herte gaf me 
neuir othir wise / he is the flour & choise of alle them wit/iyn / one 

4 reserued / that dothe vs meruailous grete hurt / by them ij. is alle 
the losse we haue." Now this night passid / on the morowe came 
the Turkes counselle to hym, and alle the Capteynes he had sent for, 
and the Turke declared the matier him self / yn this wise, seyng 

8 vnto them / ** fiaire lordes, it is nigh the space of a yere sith we The sniton 
leide the sege bifore this place / wherjm it semeth me to be as ferre council that 
from hawyng it as the first day we came here /the damages that we J^*® 7* 
haue had, aswele of them w^t7lout the place, as of them wet/iyn / be ^^w. 

12 witJiOMt nombre / for we haue lost here, of the best of oure 
company / & yit if it appered that we might haue it be length of 
tyme, y sholde holde my peyne wele emploied ; but we cannot, as 
fer as y se / this night passed, was taken by my folkes one of their 

16 messangers, beryng letters to their kynge / whiche, yn the presence 
of diuerse suche as be here present, y haue examyned, & founde 
him trewe, seyng aftir the content of his letters / whiche letters, se 
here yn my hande / & y wolle they be redde yn presence of you 

20 ^alle, because ye may auise what is to do / and that ye may counselle [} if. 56, bk.] 
me to my hono?/r / and so y pray you do" / thies letters, were 
opende and redde by a Secretary of the Turkes /and were of such He iws 
luatier as ye haue herd to-fore / and aftir they were redde, he seide letter read 

•^ I " ' tothein, 

24 ay en vnto them / ** ye se the termys, and how the matier stondes ; 
I perceyue that, sethe oure comyng yn-to this reaume, oure tyme 
hath not gretly emploied / neuirtheles, or y sholde departe with 
shame / y had leuer dye / and if we wolle any moo folkes, we nede 

28 but to sende for them / but me semeth that we be y-nough, buthe 
for theym wiifiju & for them without, In-asmoche as we haue ben 
so long vnfoughten with / Also the harde ceason of wynter ap- Bays winter 
procheth / and it shold be full ill for any oure folkes to labor in-to 

32 this cuntre frome so fer, and also it shold be fuUe grete charge & 
dispence / and f uUe harde for vs to gete vitaile / for the kynge of 
Sizile ditfendith it vs daily yn alle that he may / Now, alle thies 
thinges considered, I haue assembled you alle, to haue joui good and asks their 

ad V ice* 

36 aduise and counselle, whether it be behofufl for vs to sende for moo 
people or not / So I pray you that eche of you counselle me aswele 
as ye can." Aftir that ho had seide thies wordes / there were 
many of theym that eche behelde othir / and thought wele yn their 

40 mynde that the Turke was wery that the sege endured so longe / 
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wborof they were glad, for il sore annoied theim, their beyng there 
80 loiige / In asmoche as they sawe be no nieane to be nerre the 
wynnyng of the place than thei were the first day they came ther / 
and daily sith had they hadde grete losse and damage, aswelt doon 4 
by theym wit/«yn the place as by theym wtt/?out / they had lost 
many of their next frendes and of the moost worthy of their com- 
pany / Some other preised moche the Turke their maister / and 
thought if he reised the sege / it shold be to his shame / and yet 8 
tliey sawe wele he lost his tyme, and had grete charge aboute 
nought / wherof they abassht theym moche / And in especialt, how 
the kynge of Sizile but litle a-fore had wonne that towne with 
assaute / and hou they had biden there so longe space / & coude 12 
not gete it ; but moche preysed they them of wit^yn, of wisdome & 
worthynesse, thinkyng that they passed alle other that they had 
seen in their tyme. Thus euery man thought of the be^synesse 
that belonged to the Tourke, that sawe this company alle sadde and 16 
pensif / knewe wele that there was cause / and thought that he had 
ouir lightly leide sege there / seyng the puissaunce that his enemyes 
had / that night & day aboute the Sege, were in suche diligence and 
trauaile, that they vnnethe of the host mighte haue any slope / for 20 
they were nightly distourbed of their reste, either by them vfiiJiyn 
or by them wtt/tout ; so seid he to his folkes : " I pray you remembre 
wele thies matiers, for it iiedith to take good aduise ; for oitr abidyng 
here is fuUe noious and dangerous / & oure departyng shold be 24 
shamefuli / Neuirtheles, it semeth me one of thies ij. we most nedes 
take ; but it behoueth vs to thiiike what were the best meane we 
coude fynde / yestir even, aftir the takyng of fCeraunte^ messanger, 
some of you were here vrith me / and I pray to bethinke you what 28 
were best / I was not aduised than to assemble you alle, as y haue 
now done / and for this cause y shalt aske first of them that were 
than with me / for that y know wele they haue had bettir leiser of 
reniembraunce than the remenaunt that be here " / Than asked he 32 
the aduise of one of his moost preuy counsellowrs / and that, as he 
trusted, toke his matiers moost to herte / And was, as aftir his la we, 
a right a notable and a wise knyght / the whiche, by the com- 
maundement of his maister, refused not to sey his aduise, whiche 36 
was this / " Sir, it is trouthe that yestir euen ye cowimanndid 
diuers of vs to remembre on this matier, & so y suppose we haue, 
euery man on his party / and as for me, y haue so thought on it 
that y slepte no slepe this night / and the more y thinke on it / the 40 
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more me semeth it is harde and doutefult / Also yowr self haue 
opened the difficultees any man may sey in this matier, aswele of 
thabidyng as of goyng, and hane seide wele, as me semeth, that in 

4 noon of those ij. is neither honowr nor profit / and it behoueth to 
auise som meane, as ye seide, to kepe yowr honowr, and to eschewe 
the contrary / tforsothe my thought hath ben this night, and is yet / 
Vpon this meane with correccton / biseching you humbly, if y say 

8 not wele, to pardone me. And this is the meane that moost may ThiaConn- 
be with yowr honowr, as me semeth / if any meane may be fuunde p if. 57, bk.] 
to take trews for a yere bitwene your Enemy and you / ^ And than * nriJftl^the 
by honot^r may ye reise the seege /And this tyme hawgyng, ye may chrfBUaiis; 

12 leue garrisons in this Reaume / and retowme yowr self this wynte?* 
in-to yowr owne Reaume, for it is long sith ye were there / and 
tlian may ye make a newe reise, bothe of people & tresour, and 
than in the newe ceason, whan the grounde is replenyssed with 

16 come & gresse, than may ye come Vfiik grettir power than euir ye and then a 

T,,. .. . ' , ^ V/ 1, y A ^^ fresh atUek 

did / for it IS no doute of / whan yo?/r people and sogett^* se yowr with more 
grete desire and good entent, they wille helpe you more than euir 
they did / ye haue sene wele the deuoir that yowr Enemyes haue 

20 made to haue socoure / and yet haue noon had / ner noon, y beleue, 
shalle haue, for if any they shold haue had, ye may thinke weel, 
seyng the long seege that ye haue holden, they shold haue had it 
by this / wherfore it is to be thought that, if they be weel re- 

24 menibred heron, they wol be right glad of this trews / ffor they 
wille thinke that, in that meane ceason, they shalle mowe haue some 
helpe of the cristen / and at the last assemble, his estates to take 
aduise of the guiding of his reaume. The maner hou men might the way to 

,. ^ , 11.1/,.*.., get the Truce 

28 come to this trews, is not yet by me wel aduised / but if it please siio'.'W bo 

' "^ "^ • ^ tuither 

you to conclude to this aduise, men may remembre the maner how / di^ust. 
and come hider to you ageyn aftir dyner / eu^^ry man to sey his 
aduise / Sir, suche is myn aduise at this tyme. I knowe no bettir, 

32 albeit that I am redy to be confownned to theym that y shalt here, 
yif bettir counselt which right lightly may be done " / The Turke, 
hering his knight and right trusty Counseller thus speke, toke his 
wordes right agreably / for he sawe wele that by, other meanes, wUh 

36 his honowr might he not departe / a[w]d his abidyng was right 
damageable / He asked than of many other their aduise / and, for 
to abcrge [so] the matier, eueiichon folowed the same that the kn3'ght The rest of 
had seide / And saide that he was fulle wise / for the dep«?'tyiig of agree. 

40 the Turke was not possible by noon othir meane without dishonoz«r / 
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and dred moche that they mig&t not gcte the trews wM their 
honottr & pleasir. The Turke, that saw this conclusion yn nombre 
of opinions, & alle one / saide to them / '^ yet of the maner hou this 
trews might be / we nor noon of you haue spoken / wherfore y woU 4 
that, at iij. after non, eeche of you be here present / and that the 
meane while ye remembre eche one his party, how y may entre yn 
this matier to my honoi^r, wtt/iout shewing of any semblaunt of 
[1 leaf 58] dredc ; and if the ^ meane might be founde, that it might be half by 8 
their Bequest." Thus eueri man depa?*ted til after dyner / and at 
After dinner the hourc of ill. assembled there agein / and there shewed many 

the Turkish , . . ,, , , . , , , * , , 

Council resons and opinions / but hard it was, as they thought, to fynde hou 

this matier shold not come of the Turke, for they coude espie no 12 
drede yn their Enemyes. whan the Turke, that moche desired to 
haue this thinge accomplissht, entred in-to his Tente / where as 
they alle were, & vnto hym did their dewte ; & whan he was set in 
his chaier, he made them alle to sitte downe / & than he asked of 16 
him that most pleased him, thauise of how he was remembred of 
this matier / that they were depaj-ted on / And this was one of his 

and one of Captcyues, a passing wise man of werre / whiche answerd him in 

this maner / " Sir, ye shal ful poroly be aduortised by me / for that 20 
y haue litle knowlage in so high thinge^ / but sith that it pleasith 
you that y say in this matier what y haue thought and diuised, 
whiche is to litle effecte in regarde of that / that thies notable 

advises that, knyghte« herby shalle say / Natherles, y shalt shewe as y haue 24 
thought, sith. that ye be concluded to the trews, if ye may haue it / 

in order & wolde it were by the desire of yowr Enemyes, or at the lest half 

to make the , , . ^ •^ , . , . , , , . ^ ^ 

p'oposaiof by their Request, whiche is an hard thinge to be done / for ye se 
co"»etvom not yn them no maner liklyhood touching this matier / If we had 28 
uuna, any prisoners, notable folkes, outher of them wttTiout or of them 

wit/iyn / then were it litle maistrie to fynde the meanes by their 
oune request & labo?«r / but thcit will not be / for we haue no suche. 
A nothir wey there is / wMyn the place there is many noble and 32 
wise lordes, knyghtes and squiers of those whiche be prisoners 
ther / And y can thinke they haue so many przsoners there, that 
they wold w^t7^ good wiH be delyuerd of som of them, for spendyng 
they be askt of their vitaile. Thus may ye sende vnto them for delyueraunce 36 
some of their of som of them, And in suche wise may the prisoners them self 

Turkisli . ' J v 

prisoners, entre in lanj^ago wet/i their maistirs, as it were of their owne 

who can '^ "^ 

sj'jfResta mocione, for their delyueraunce / And thus, me thinketh, they may 

playnly touche of this matier to fferaunt, whiche, if he will, may 40 
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surely breke this matier, and bring it to conclusion with the kynge 
his maister / And y can thinke, seyng the grete reason that they 
haue, & be closed yn this towne, they haue not had ^ their ease in V- if. 68,bk.] 

4 all6 thinge ; and whan the saide fferaunt shall se a meane of youre 
departyng, to his honour, he wott be right glad to brynge it to that 
conclusion / for his honour shalt be wele saued by this meane. An 
other way also, vndir yowr correccion : It is longe sith that kynge or, w King 

8 fferabrace of Perce, that hath ben prisoner yn the handed of the PerHiuis 

prisoner in 

kynge of Sizile, your enemy / and yet hath there ben no speche of siciiy, the 
his raunsome / ffor that ye trusted alway to recouer hym by 
strength, whiche, as me semeth, ye are fuUe fer fro / ye may sende, suitan can 

12 if it please you, to the kynge of Sizile, desiryng him to put him to ransom him, 
finaunce / and if he wille entende ther-to / than shalle ye haue a 
good colowr to sende of yowr folkes vnto the kynge yowr brother, 
whiche may be aduertised by them to breke this matier vnto the 

16 kynge of Sizile, for a meane of his delyueraunce ; and if he wilk 

entende therto, ye may make a desire vnto him to haue a sauf- and ask for a 

' -^ "^ safe conduct 

condito, for ij. or iij. notable knyghte« of youre house to go speke Jj'g^"^'?j' 
wit/i youre brother for his delyueraunce / And by them may yowr 

20 brother be weel aduertised in- euery thinge touchyng this matier / 
And thus semeth me, by one of thies two weies ye may not faile / 
but this mocion may be made as though ye knewe no thing therof / and let him 
And that for the loue of youre brothir and of othir prisoners / and Truce. 

24 at their grete request, ye shalle be enclynable to this trews, whiche 
is, as ye shalle make semblaunt, right contrary to yot^r pleasir. I can, 
as for my parte, noon othir thing deuise / yf y bettir coude, y 
wolde right gladly shewe it vnto you, and to my lordes that here be / 

28 yn whom y wote wele ye shalle fynde sadder aduise than yn me / I 
durst not refuse to sey myn opinion, sith that it pleased you so to 
ordeyne and co^nmaunde me." Thus endid he his aduise. And 
the Turke asked forth of the remenaunt of his counselle that were / 

32 hou it thought them of this matier / so were there many other 
meanes & mocions made amonge^ them / but, in conclusion, the 
Turke liked best the two first waies that his knight had meued / The suitan 

resolves to 

and saide that he coude not thinke by that / that he knewe yn 
36 flferaunt, that he wold, be any cause or meane, haue a trews bitwene 
hym and the kynge his maister, without that he might se it more 
the profit & honour of his maister / than for his owne allegeaunce 
and ease / And therefore toke he this conclusion, to sende for a F leaf 50] 
40 sauffcondite, that his folkes might speke wit/i ffirabras his brother / safe-conduct. 
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[1 If. 59, bk.] 



and by hym this matter to be opende / This conclusion was taken, 
and lettfers sent to the kyng of Sizile by two kynge« of armes / In 
whiche letters was conteyned the lone that by naturalt reason that 
he aught to his brother, the kynge of Perce, whiche at that tyme 4 
was his prisoner / and had ben a grete while / and right fayn wolde 
he haue hym ageyn / if by any fynaunce he might haue him / And 
for this, if his wille were to put him to fjmaunce, the Turke his 
brother wolde sone purvey for his delyueraunce. In asmoche as he 8 
was taken in his quarelle & seruise / And for to p^'ocede in this 
matier, the Turke requyred to haue sauffcondite for iij. or iiij. 
notable knyghte*, of whom he sent the names yn his letters / Thus 
were the letters delyuerd forth / and they sped theim so weel that 12 
in litle while they came to Naples, where as the kynge of Sizile 
was / and sone were they condited by noble folke« yn-to the place 
where the kynge was / and anoone was it tolde the kynge that 
suche folke« wei'e comen vnto hym from the Turke. the kynge 16 
made them be brought vnto him, where they founde him wele 
accompanyed. the kynges of armes presented their lettores / and 
the kynge of Sizile resceyued them, and redde theim, and sith 
asked thoflficers of amies if they had any othir thing in charge / 20 
and they tolde their charge / whiche was suche yn substaunce as the 
letters specified. & whan he hadde bird alle their message, the 
kynge made them to be condite to their loggyng, and ther to be 
wele acompanyed wit/i alle the chere that men might make them. 24 
on the morow aftir, he assembled his folkes of counselle, and many 
of his Capteynes that were there with them, to whom he shewed 
the letters that the Turke had sent hym / and the credence of the 
letters / wherupone he asked their counsell & aduise yn this matier/ 28 
and wold here it debated and concluded before him self / So there 
were ij. notable men bifore him to do this / that one ordeyned to 
susteyne the delyueraunce of his prisoner / and the tothir to con- 
trary it / He that susteyneth the deliueraunce, shewed to the kynge 32 
that this deliue?'aunce was profitable for hym, and the reasons why/ 
sayng that his body was not ofte ^in daunger / the delyueraunce of 
kynge ffirabrace not helpe but to him / for ther was noon othir like 
vnto him / also he was surely acompanyed / and of a long tyme 36 
had not ben gretly annoied / and of liklyhood his strength sholde 
rather encre[se] than empeyre. And the Turkes might was daily 
dymynysshed and gretly damaged / wherfore him thought this 
deliueraunce was moost profitable to the kyng / for \fi\h his 40 
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raunsone sholde he be of more power to damage his enemyes / The 
tothir knyght, hering what he had purposed, answerd to the con- The advocate 
trary, shewyng that at that tyme the Turke, whiclie was brother to rouiom 
4 kynge fHrabrace, lielde seege before the place that the kynge had 
conquered vndir hun / yn the whiche was enclosed the flowr of 
knyghthode of that Reaume, and in especially they to whom he is urges that 

II i«'i.i • • 1 ii /!•* Fenuit's roan 

prisoner / whoos, of right, the prisoner is, and noon others / and if took K.Fera- 
8 it so fortune tliat the Towrie were taken by strength, whiche god, of 
his mc?*cy diffende / if it were so / by the kynge of Perce, alle they 
that were wttAyn shold be rescowed, whiche is more worth than 
iiij. suche fynaunce^ as he is able to pay / "And for to answere to 
12 this that ye haue seide, that none sufhseth to the deliueraunce of 
the saide prisoner, but the only body of the kyng ; by that meane 
that y say, ij. thousand noble men may be saue & brought agein by 
hym. And to come to reason / who ought so weel to be bought 
16 agein by hym, as they that toke hym, whos propre prisoner he is / 
forsoothe noon, as me thinketh. Also remembre weel in what and that 
pcrells and in what fortunes ye haue seen the kyng here present, & would en- 

,,,.,., 1.1.^, . ,',, danger the 

souverayn lord, be m his tyme, whiche, if he were prisoner, shold King of 

20 be in auenture euir to be had agein, if this kynge were deliuerd / 
Thies thinge« considered, if y were as the kyng, for no thing shold 
he be delyuered / And whan it shalle please the kyng / vpone the 
debate* of vs two, that be but of litle effecte to the reasons of my 

24 lorde* that here be, he shalle here there aduise, and to do then 

as him thinkith moost to his wele" / The kynge of Sizile, heryng The King 
thise debate that were made, of good wille, and by noon hate, asked rasoivM 
of him that spake last his aduise, whiche seide vnto him / that 

28 gladly he wolde say it / sith it pleased him so to commaunde him, 

whiche was this / that in no wise men ought not, nor might not that remnt 
entre in-to this matier witAout thauise and couuselk of fiferaunt, suited; 
whiche ^was biseeged wt't/tyn the towne and hym, that now men [Ueaf60] 

32 lightly might speke w^t7i hym, for the kyng might w^rite vnto the 

Turke, that without the aduise & coimselle of fferaunt & Surnome, and Prince 
to whom his brother was prisoner, he wold not precede in that who took 
matier / and he thought be thise meanes the Turke shold be weel prisoner. 

36 content that the kynges folkes might go speke with fferaunt. And 
ij. reasons he shewed / that meued him to gif this counselle / that 
one is / that fferaunt is one of the wisist knightc* of this Reaunie, 
whiche appereth weel by his werkes / And by this meane, if the 

40 kyng sende vnto him of his folke^?, he shalle trewly be asserteyned 
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of the demeanyng of fferauiit and of the Towne / and theraftir 
may he take counselle outher of the deliue7*annce of his prisoner or 
of the contrary / And the tothir reason that he shewed, was this / 
that the seid prisoner had be taken twies by the handes of Sumome, 4 
in the presence of iferaunt his maistcr / wtt/«out whom, by reason to 
holde trewly the right of armes, the seide prisoner might not be de- 
lyuered : " suche is the ordre of right and Justice in dedes of armes / 
as y haue alway vndirstande / And as yet y can thinke of the saide 8 
prisoner, there hath be made no departyng bitwene them, nor noon 
accorde nor apoynteraent / and th erf ore, shortly to conclude my 
maticr / me thinkith, w/t/iout their aduise it [were best] to precede 
no ferther." Thus endid he / & it thought vnto the kynge and his 1^ 
Letters to couusoUe that his aduise was right good & liesonable / And then 

thii» effect are i 

sent to tiie were letters writen and sent vnto the Turke, vndir suche fowrme as 

Sultan, ' 

thei were concluded by the counselle / as ye haue herde. Thus were 
the messangers delyuered, and had grete gift^r, and were surely con- 16 
dite, vnto the kynges power / and at their retowme agein vnto the 
who has in Turkc, they founde the hoste gretly troubed / for greuously had 



time been they bcn assailcd by them with-yn the Towne / and in especially 

fromsiM*^* toward the Turkey loggyng / for there were made alway the grettist 20 
assawtes ; and trouthe it was, that they had ben so hourely assailed 
sith the departing of the messangers, that they neuir might be at 
leiser to assemble in no counselle to-gidir / and diucy's tymes wolde 
they haue short termes of trews & comj/wicaccionc w^'t/?. fferaunt / 24 
but he wold neuir answere hem to any suche matier, for he had no * 

p if.60,bk.] desire to dele nor trete wttA hem / wherof thei were full ^soroufulL 
So long contynued this maner of demeanyng, that the Turkes 
folke« were right wery / and endured grete payne & labour / 28 
fferaunt, that was fulle wise, remembred weel this, & thought weel 
it were litle maistry to annoy them / and thought he had ben idle 
a gret while, and not mette wtt/i his enemyes / and so he saide to 
his ioXkes, wtt/i a merry contenaunce / " I se weel we be so presed 32 
on vfith oure enemyes to haue a tretee, whiche lettith not but yn vs, 
for we may haue alle that we can resonably aske / And it is longe 
sith oure neighboures & f rendes herde any thing of vs, that knowe not 

Ferant says wccl where we are / therf ore it is good that to-morowe we make vs 36 

hewillmalce « * ai i i 

a grand sally to be kuoweu / Alle they that were yn the place were ioyfulle of 
Prince Philip thisc woides, and in especialle Le Surnome and Athis / for in dedes 

and Pnnce ' *^ ' 

David re- of armes were thei neuir satisfied / and so answerd they vnto their 

maister, it shold be right wele done, "so helpe me god," seide 40 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Great Success of the Christians^ Sortie from Size. 97 

fferannt, " I thinke to-morowe, with the helpe of god, to take euche 
acqueyntaunce amonges them, that they shalle not alle be pleased / 
for it is longe sith we made theim any grete assaute / and therfore 

4 go eneri man to his reste / and be vp to-morowe vpon^ the point of 
the day / and eueri man serue god / and we shall do aftir as weel as 
we may" /Thus eueri man went to reste him. And that night 
made Iferaunt al his smaH ordenat^nce to be brought toward the Ferant 

8 Turkcs loggyng / and on that side of the Towne made he to lay his 
grete Bombardes, ageinst the comyng of his enemyes / and there 
made he to be kepte moo fayrer & sure watche. In the mornyng / muste™ his 
toward the poynt of day, were his f olke^ assembled about him / so 

12 ordeyned he a good company, as him thought sufficiaunt y nough 
to discomfite the wacche that was bifore / for to wynne the Turke« 
Bombardes, for they thought it was light y-nogh to do / and of the «nd makes 
first company he made Capteynes, Le Sumome & Athis / for wel Piniiy and 

16 knewe he that corageously they wolde do this entirprise / And the uinaoftiie 
remenaunt of his iolkes he guyded him self, for he thought the "on. 
first company shold haue nede of releef : thus ordeyned he the 
assawte / And whan it was purueide, Le Sumome & Athis ordeyned 

20 their folkes redy at the gate that was assigned vnto them / than 

made fferraunt the yate ^to be opende, and went out / and ascried P leafei] 
the Turkes wacche, and they wende fult weel to haue difEendid 
them / but their difEence litle auailed / for Sumomes company and 

24 Athis pTit as many to the swerde as they might gete, wtt/iout T^'ey k«i 
takyng of any prisoners. This first company passith forth with so they take, 
grete corage & hardinesse that, er the Turke and his folke* might 
be armed, thei came to his logging, killyng and sleyng alle that 

28 euir mette with them / and ouirthrewe Tente« and Pavilions ; and 
did so moche in armes that eueri man fled fro them / whan fferaunt 
sawe them passe so fer / he knewe it shold be crete auenture of and go so 

far forward 

their retowme / and therfore toke he his feliship, & went aftir them / that Ferant 

' * ' has to march 

32 and passed by the place where the wacche had ben, and where *" wpport. 
moche of the Turkes ordenaunce lay, whiche he made labores, bothe 
men & wo?nmen, haue in to the Towne / whil he went to releef his 
first company, and this assaute dured til the sonne risyng / and 

36 there was the noise and the crie so grete / that men might not haue 
herde the thondre / and the Turkes drewe them alle to the Turke, 
so grete a multitude that flferauwt saw wele his folkea might not 
long endure there / wherfore he made to blowe retrete ; and by He blows tiie 

40 than had his first company taken so many p?*isoners, that they were 

THREE kings' SONS. H 
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almoost as many as ihem self / and ther were many of theim noble 
men / and of the Turkey counseii, suche as had ben at the com?^nica- 
cton of the trews / whan they withdrewe them / Sumome & Athis 
were the last / and put their folketr & their prisoners bifore them / 4 
and so moche endmed they than, that it was meroaile ; and had 
not fferaunt their good maister than releued them, they had neuir 
retoumed agein in-to the Town / and it was meruaUe to wite hou 
They ro-enter many Sumome & Athis slowe at their retray te / thus entred they 8 
titeirpriMm- in-to the Towne wtt^ all« their prisoners, to the grete damage and 
losse of the Turke, & litle vnto theim. In this grete brewte and 
trouble, came agein the heralded, that had ben messangers from the 
Turke vnto the kyng of Sizile / and sawe the feelde« folle of men of 12 
arraes, & had herde the noise and the crie more than ij. myle 
thens / This auenture turned to grete damage & displeasir to the 
Turke & his company / for thei sawe weel at length, by litle & litle 
their power sholde empaire / for whan they witfi-drewe theim they 16 
p if.6i,bk.] iknewe wele what Losse they had / for they founde of their folkes 
200, and have moo then xv C. dede, and moo then ij C. prisoners taken. If the 

slain 1500 -« , , , . . • * , , 

Turks. Turke had grete sorowe, it is no question, for the losse was turned 

vpon a grete party of the best of his hous / He coude not thinke 20 
that Le Sumome nor Athis were any mortally men, but ij. thinges 
sente douna by the god of the cristen / for his destruction / for him 
semed, and alle othir, that there might not be so moche worthynesse 
yn the body of any erthely man, as he founde in theim that day / 24 
thus ranne^ the renomee of them tliorugh alle the hoste / Thus 
The Hersidfl whau the Turke was Wf t/uirawen, the heralded, that y haue tolde 
Kinffofsidiy you of bifore / entred in-to his Tente / and deliuerd him their 
Sultan, lettres, whiche he redde / and then made alle theim to come vnto 28 
him, that were of his counselle / at that tyme beyng present / than 
made he to come afore him agein the messangers / and commaundid 
theim to telle suche credence as they had from the kynge of Sizile / 
and they made their report weel and wisely, as they that were 32 
of grete discrecion / whiche was suche as ye haue herde before, i 
accordyng to thentent of the le^^s / And to make shorte tale, the I 
who agrees Turke agreed to the request of the kyng of Sizile right gladly / and 
request, hadde good cause / for eueri day he sawe his strenght empayre / So 36 
and gives the he made the Saufconditz to be made yp for suche names as the 

safeoonducts 

he want. heraldc^ had brought / and in alle haste the Saufconditz, made and 
sealed, were sent agein vnto the kynge of Sizile. Ye may weel 
* MS. reaume. 
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tliinke, that whan flferaunt and his company were entred agein in-to 
the Towne, they made grete ioy of the goode auenture that god had 
youen theim that day. And whan he shold go to dyner, he made 

4: as many knyghte* and noble men sitt at his boorde as might haue 
Home / and ij. boordes beside / amonges whiche company, Sumome 
and Athis were not forgoten, of whom he had more ioie than of 
any erthly men / and not w^t7iout cause / for he had seen hem do 

8 in armes that day yncredibly / for they had taken viiih their awne Prince Phiiip 

_ , ...\ . ' _ - , ,. , , , . and Prince 

liandes vpone a nj. prisoners / and alwey deliuerd hem to othir David, singie- 

, i , ., 1 1 handed, took 

for to kepe / while they cowtynued in bataile, wit/iout hauyng any a^^® ^ 
regarde or remembraunce to couetise / as they that desired no 

12 thinge but to gete worship / and to do seruice to god in their 
cristen feith / for euerich thought in his owne mynde that they 
had y-nough in their owne con trees, hou be it, their manners re- P leaf 62] 
sembled no thinge kynges sones ; they demeaned them liker pouere 

1 6 gentilmen / fiPor albe-it there was noon so honorable as they two / 
yet for no fortune or auenture that couth befalle them / they wolde 
neuir take on them to be knyghtes, excusyng them alway by the 
symplenesse of their birthe / and they hadde reason not to take on 

20 them the ordre of knyghthode / for they were knightes long before / 
hou be it, nouther of theim vndirstode of other / what birthe they 
were of / And fEeraunt their maister, at his dyner, reported to them But Ferant 

reproaclies 

their outrageous hardlnesse, in maner blamyng them of that they them for their 

24 had done that day / for in abidyng them had he almoost lost grete iiarc^hood. 
part of his people / and if he coude haue thought that they wolde 
thus haue be rewled, he wold rather haue lefte them kepyng the 
Towne / than haue had them forth to the assaute. thei answerde 

28 no thinge vnto their maiste?* / but were al shamefast of his wordes, 
and thought that a nothir tyme they wolde not do so / but when 
they were in like caas agein / that purpose was alle lost and for- 
goten / Aftir dyner, fferaunt made to visite his prisoners / and 

32 founde that he had a party of the grettist & moost prevy of the 
Turkes counselle, wherof he was right ioifulle, as reason was, and 
made them to be kepte, eueri man aftir his worship / and thus 
abideth he in his place, all ioyfuUe & assured of his enemyes / til 

36 that he herde tidinge* of the kyng of Sizile / as ye shalle here / ye 
haue here before weel vndirstande hou the Turke sent vnto the 
kynge of Sizile saufcondite for iiij. of his knyghtes to come to The Turkish 
fferaunt / This saufcondite was borne vnto the kyng by the same are given to 

40 heralded that late had ben yfiili him fro the Turke, which Sauf- sidiy, 

H 2 
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FerarU is to Iwld a Council to advise the King of Sicily, 

condite the kynge resceyued, and made it to be redde / & founde 
that it was good & sure / Than purvaide he the iiij. knightes to go 
to flferaunt / and they toke leue of the kynge & the quene, & of their 
faire doughter, & of alle the ladies & gentilwomen / & tolde them 4 
whider they wente / and eche of theim made their recommenda- 
cions / And faire lolante foigate not to reco7nmaunde hir to 
Sumome ; and she and alle the ladies seide amonges them / that 
fferaunt was a notable knyght, and honorably had borne him, and 8 
was worthy to be renomed of alle othir that they knewe / On the 
morow erly the knighted departid, and spede them so, that wit7«yn 
litil while they came to fferaunt, of whos comyng he ^was right 
ioyfuli / for they were his special frendes / & thought wele that 12 
they had brought some grete tidynge« / he brought them to their 
loggynges / and made theim ali the chore that was in his power / 
& when they were rested a litil while, fferaunt and they went to 
counselle in-to a chambr / and there tolde they him eueri worde, 16 
hou the Turke had sent vnto the kynge of Sizile / and hou the 
matier was debated bifore the kynge, for the delyueraunce of kynge 
fferabrace / and the causes that bothe thies knyghtc* shewed / and 
hou it was deteYinined by the kynge and alle his counselle that, 20 
without thavice and agrement of him, the kynge wolde answere to 
no thyng of this matier, for suche causes as had ben elegged bifore / 
whiche thei declared and shewed vnto fferaunt / And whan he had 
herde thise tidynge*, he thought the matier was of grete peyce / 24 
wherfore he wolde make no sodeyn answere, but made his delay 
ypone Sumome, sayng that the matier touched him, and that he 
ought to be called to this counselle / And this they apointed an 
houre, at whiche tyme Le Sumome shold be ther / and fferaunt 28 
seide that he was right wise, & might wele be called to counsell in 
eueri matier aswele as in that / bothe for liis hie wisdome & grete 
vertu / and than tolde he vnto tho knighte* of Sizile of the grete 
worthinesse of Sumome and Athis, & hou he sawe neuir noon 32 
compa7*able vnto them, but that Sumome passed alle other / hou be 
it, Athis folowed moche the condictons of Surnome, bothe in honowr 
& largesse / and in habilite of his persone ; and fferaunt saide there 
was no knight in the world might avaunte him of the company of 36 
Such two as he was seraed with. Than he told hem hou le Sur- 
nome receyued Athis vnto his company / and in what maner he 
came / and hou ther was in Sumome noon envie / for he wold so 
gladly reporte the worthinesse and prowes of liis felawe, that by his 40 
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maner and speche it semed he thought him self, nor noon othre, 
comparable vnto him / and reputed him self right ewrous that god 
had sent him suche a felawe / and than reherced he grete armes that 

4 the two felawes had done duryng the sege */ and the drede that 
their enemyes had of theim, and of the grete comfort and hardinesse 
that his company toke in theim : and thorugh their grete worthi- 
nesse the Towne was double encoraged / Thies tidynges tolde he to « i * gg-. 

8 J)e knyghtes of Sizile,' ^wherof they thought grete meruaile, and The Knights 
luged for trouthe that god had sente them this meruailous fortune, recopize 
for sauacion of the realme / And so shewed it weel : " for they that in the help 

' , '' sent. 

no thinge were worth / thorugh theim be at this day as valiaunt as 
12 men can fynde / and they that no thinge dred vs, be at this day 
the moost failyng and wrecchid nacion that lyueth ; and pa?'de this 
werke may not be w*t7iout miracle." wtt/i suche language passed 
forth the day til the houre that they had taken to assemble agein 
16 in counselle, at whiche tyme Le Soumome was sent for to come 

amongea them / and at his comyng was the matier alle newly Prfnce Philip 

' 1 ^ -J attends Fer- 

reherced / like as ye herde before, seyng vnto Le Surnome, that the anfs council, 
kyng had gyuen them in charge to haue his aduise & agrement 

20 theryn. fferaunt had weel remembred the matier / and seid ther 
vnto the knyghtea, "ye se weele in what caas we be / and the 
gretest harme that we endure, is the prisoners that ben here, fat 
gretely dispende owr vitaile / hou be it, y thanke god we be yet 

24 resonably weel purvaide / wherfore it shalle not nede the kynge to 
haue no drede of vs / but that we shalle be able to abide them 
lender than shal be their ease to lye aboute vs / & y purpose to put Ferant pro- 
those that be noble men to fynaunce / and to put the tothir to "is nobie 

prisoners be 

28 dethe ; and by this meane shalle oure vitaile endure vs lender. And rnnsomd, and 

'J o theothei-8 

as touchyng yowr charge of puttyng kynge fi&rabrace to fynaunce / k"**- 
y shal sone say as y thinke / suche thinge may befalle that the 
kynge wold for no thing had put him to ffynaunce. It is a faire 

32 tliinge whan he hath in his hande the same that is suflficiant to 
delyue?-e him / if the caas so fortune. But if it were the kyngea 
pleasir, vpone good apointement and good hostages, to enlarge him Ferabras 
for a terme / perauenture for his deliueraunce may be founde peas eniarffd for 

36 bitwene the kynge & the Turke / The visage of man makith ve?*tu / 
for if he be present, he may more lightly fynde frenship in his 
brother and other frendes / than if he be stille in pn'son ; for his 
brother, seyng him in that daunger, shalle haue gretter pite and 

40 co7?ipassione of him / than he hath now / wherfore me thinketh his 
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Prince Philip advises the Freeing of Christian Prisoners. 

enlargissing, sniely made, shalk do bat profit vnto the Eealme." 
After that fferaimt bad thus seide / the knyghte? wolde wite the 
opinion of Sumome, whiche saide : "my lorde my ^maister, that 
here is, me thinkith hath taken the best way / & be thus doyng / 4 
the kyng shall not be differred from his prisoner, but haue him 
alway stiile in daunger / and if it please the kynge of his grace, I 
wolde of one thinge beseche him / that if king ffirabras be enlarged 
for any terme / that or his departyng, he be swome be his lawe, 8 
and the creance that he holdeth, that if there be any pe^'sone 
wttAyn the lander & possessions of his brother or of his / that hath 
any cristen prisoner that hath not ben in this werre / but that 
hath ben taken in passing or in goyng on pilgramage / that thei 1 2 
may be delj'uerd franke & quite, without constreynyng theim to 
renay their feith / and also that fro hensforth there be no more 
oppression nor hurt done to the poure labores & simple folkes of 
this lande / and in this is the Eaunsome, for my part, that y wille 16 
desire / As for the remenaunt, belongeth vnto my lorde my maister, 
that here is '' / fferaunt coude passing grete thanke to Surnome, for 
his request / and thought weel that grete noblesse, fredom & pite, 
meued him to that remembraunce. The knightes of Sizile saide / 20 
that suche reporte as they had founde vfiiJi fferaunt & Sumome they 
sholde make vnto the [Turkes], & thought weel that they wold be 
agreable to alle this, without contraryyng of any thinge / Aftir thise 
wordes they went out of the chambre / and came into the halle, 24 
were was many a noble man / fEeraunt sent for some of his 
pnsoners / for to wite if they wolde be brought to any ffynaunce / 
amonge the whiche was one or two that had ben at the conclusion 
that the Turke had taken in his counselle, touchyng the trews / 28 
whan they came bifore fferaunt, they toke him arpart, and saide 
vnto him : " my lorde, if it might be done, and with your pleasir, 
we wolde fayne, if we might / speke with kynge ffirabras yo«r 
prisoner / bothe for the meanes of his delyueraunce & oures ; we 32 
thinke to fynde suche a meane as shalla be grete weel vnto this I 
Realme / and therfore remembre you / for we thinke yn this ye 
shal do grete seruice vnto the kynge yowr maister." fferaunt, 
heryng thise knyghtes thus speke, whiche by semyng were men of 3J 
gret honour, called vnto him the knyghte« of Sizile / and made 
them to reherce agein in their presence like as ^they had seide vnto 
him. And whan the knyghte^? of Sizile had herde them / they 
wttMrewe them, & counseled a litil to-gedre / and thought, seyng 40 
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what they had saide, there coude no thinge but weel falle of their 
spekyng with kyng ffirabrace / than called they agein the prisoners 
vnto them / and asked them what hostage they wold lay for them / 
4 and they saide it sholde be harde for them to lay suche hostages as 
fCeraunt shold be content with / but, and it pleasid him, that one of Tiiey propose 
them might go to the Turke, and that othir abide m hostage, on hair their 
his lif / he thought it sholde sufl&se / fferaunt and the knyghtes 
8 accorded herto / And thus that one of theim is departed vnto the one Turkish 
Turke, whiche was right fer thens / and tolde the Turke alle the thelufum, 
maner how his felawe and he had done vfiih fferaunt and with the prooeeSngs. 
tothir knyghtes of Sizile, that were sent to fferaunt from the kynge, 

12 whiche were accorded vpon good hostages, to lete his felawe and 
him go to kynge ffirabrace / whan the Turke herde this, he was 
right glad / and thought the matier was weel bigonne to breke to 
his honowr / for eueri man might weel thinke, that what so euir 

16 his brother or the tothir prisoners did / was for their owne deliuer- 
aunce / and not for the profit of the Turke, nor at his request / so 
alle thinge was concluded to the pleasir of fe knyghtes prisoners / 
and suche hostage delyuered as fferaunt was content vfiih / Tlie 

20 Turke charged his knyghtes, and praied them to employe wele this 
matier / and to she we his brother playnly what case he stode yn / 
for he wende neuir to haue seen the Honre of his departyng, with 
his honour and lif / Thus departed the knyghtes, and came agein Tiiey return 

24 to fferaunt / and in alle haste were their promyses accomplisshed / 
and they redy to departe and go with the knightes of Sizile / On 
the morow erly, the knightes of Sizile toke leiie of fferaunt and of and start witu 
alle the company, to whom they seide a lowde / that it was the messengei-n, 

28 moost honorable company that was that day vpone the erthe / & 
aught moost to be renomed in alle honour / sayng that the kyng 
thanked them alle, as them that he was asmoche biholden vuto, as 
euir was prince vnto his suggettes, praing them alle way to contynue 

32 their high & good corage / Than seide there many, with an high 
voice, ** say vnto the kynge, oure souue^ay[7^] lord / that for vs he 
^make no tretee nor apointement to his preiudice / for, bettir [i if.64,bk.] 
pleasith vs this lif, with suche peyne as we haue, than euir did any 

36 dauncyng lustes or any othir disporte." The knightes answerd / 
" ye may be sure that god woUe gif you grace to departe out of this 
place w*t7^ honowr, and then shalle ye se the ladies, where as ye 
shalle be welcome / and right wele recomforted / & so haue they 

40 grete cause / and wele y wote, whan ye come / we that no thing haue 
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done in armes, shal be litil set by / but alle out cast " / Aftir tbise 
wordes, they toke leue and departed, seyng to alle the company / 
that they trusted within litil while they shold here good tidinges. 
and aoon Than spcddc they so wele their ioumey, that they came sone vnto 4 
Kiiw of the kynge, which grete desire had to here tidynge« of fferaunt, & of 
this Towne, and of alle the company therin, Ss also to knowe what 
opinions ffeiaunt helde in such message as he sent hem, touchy ng 
the delyueraunce of the Turke* Brother. It was not long aftir 8 
The Sicilian their comyug, but the kynge made them come vnto hym / whiche 
their King of toldc hym hou they had sped in alle thinge* like as is arboue 
rehersed / and howe they had by thavice of fferaunte / brought ij. 
knighte« prisoners in their company / for they thought that the 12 
kynge, by heryng of their entent, might no thinge lese / And also 
shewed the kynge ferther of the opinion of fferaunt and of Sur- 
andhispro- uomc, whichc the kynge toke right wele in gre, & thought the 
K^Ferabras eulargyug of kynge ffirabrace bettir and more prope[r] for him than 16 
enlarged. his clcre deliucrauuce / Than sent he forthe knightes prisoners, and 
asked them what their entent was / & they seide / that if it pleased 
him, they wolde speke with kyng ffirabras. Than sent the kyng for 
alle his counselle / and shewed them the message of his knighted 20 
prisoners / and it thought them alle, that it was best to lete them 
speke with kynge ffirabrace a-part, or yn what wise thei wolde / for 
thei thought their speche might litil hurte the kynge / but rather 
of lyklihode be to his pleasir & profit, seyng the cas tliey were yn / 24 
And assone as this counselle was thus concluded, kiuge ffirabiuce 
The Turkish was cnformed how thies folkes were come to speke with hym / and 

Messengers x •/ # 

hou the king was wele content that they shold speke with him alle 

at their pleasir / and that they shold abide a day or ij., or as longe 28 

as it pleased him to telle him of their tidynge^*' / and wherfore 

[Meaf65] ^thcy desired to speke with hym. kynge ffirabrace, that sith his 

takyng had herde no tidynge* of his Brothir, nor of noon othir 

frende of his / was right ioyfulle to here tidinges of them ; & yet 32 

the more, that the kynge was pleased that he shold speke with them 

are aiiowd a-part / for he wist weel he shold be the bettir, asse^iieyned of alle 

Ferabras. tidyuges / than were thei sone brought vnto him. when they sawe 

him, they salowed him, accordyng to their dewte, the teeres falling 36 
downe from their visages, for pite of his longe enprisonment / And 
whan he espied that / he was in grete drede to here som euyl 
tidynges of his brothir or of his Nevewe; & anone as they that 
brought them were departed / he called them vnto hym / & asked 40 
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them of alle their tidynges / for seth he was first prisoner, herde he HenskRfor 
neuir tidynge^ / fiPor the kynge of Sizile had so ordeyned / ffor him 
thought / that if men shold telle him good tidynge*, for his partie it 
4 was not couenable / & what so euir any man tolde him of the wele 
of the cristen partie, he wold not haue bileued it / but thought it 
had ben rather seide yn maner of avaunt / and therfore the kynge 
had ordeyned that no man shold telle him no tidynge^ / wherfore 
8 he was now the more desirous to here of their tidyngcfi, & askede 
theim of his brothir, & of his nevewe, & of alle their armee. and 
they tolde him of alle the certaynte / & of the cristen flete / hou it The Turkish 
fortuned amonge« theim by tempest ; hou they were scaterd / & teii k. Feia- 

12 many of them drowned, & a vesselle of theirs brake vpon the ryvage, JJ^^^^^^^Jred 
even aforne the Turkey Tentes, and many of them came to londe on Prince ijavid, 
lyue, whiche were slayn alle at their landyng, sauf one, that Orkays, 
the Soudans sone, toke with his owno handed, and of his delyuer- 

16 aunce / and how Orkays was takyn by him aftirward, & deliue7*ed, and was then 
as is a-foro reherced / and than they tolde him of alle the worthy- wm; 
nesse of them wit/iyn the towne / and in especial of him fat was 
taken by Orkays, and of his felawe, Le Surnome, whiche passeth 

20 alle othre ; & tolde him of the losse that his brothir had had sith he and what 
lay aboute the Towne / aswelle by them of the cuntre, as of them suitan haa 

•^ . suflferd, 

wzt/iyn fe Towne, wherthorugh his folke« might neuir be out of 

barneys, nor alt-moost had neuir rest / and yet were they neuer the 

24 nerre, by ought they coude se, of their conquest, but rather ferther 

& ferther / than ^they tolde him what direccton had ben taken [Mf.65,bk.] 
bothe by the Turke and by his counselle / and hou, if he might haue 
departid bifore this tyme with his honour, he had be gone long or and how he 

^ , , rm IT wants to get 

28 this / but he coude fynde noon othir meane but this / Than tolde out of the 
they him alle the charge that they had from the Turk vnto hym 
self, & of hem alle. king ffirabrace, hering thies tidinge^, was k. Ferabms 
gretly abasshed, seyng that in so litel while the worlde was 

32 chaunged with them / for a-boute the tyme of his takyng, their 
enemyes were in suche discorage that thei durst not wele be seen 
at no scarmyssh / yet neuertheles thies tidinge^ moche displeased 
him not / for he sawe wele therby som profit might growe to his but sees that 

36 delyueraunce / whiche he desired ouir alle thing ; so toke they work to set 
amonges them the best conclusion that they coude, to conduyte this 
matier to the pleasir of his brothir and to the honot^r of him self, 
and desired to haue certaine of the kynge of Siziles seruaunte^, and Sicilians to 

40 Counselle to speke ytiih him / and wM suche as had be sent vnto i»m. 
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him from his brothir / This came to the knowlage of the kynge of 
Sizile, and he assigned those same that he had sent bifore to 
fferaunt, to knowe his aduise and counselle / and whan thei were 
comen to kinge ffirabrace, he seide vnto them yn. this manere / 4 
K. Ferabras " ffaire loide*, the caose that I haue sente vnto the kynge to speke 

telU the Sici- ' J o r 

lUn Knights with some of his counselle is this / ye knowe wele that y haue ben, 
as me thinkith, right long a prisoner, to my grete annoy / ye se here 
also thies two knightes, that be prisoners aswel as y / hou be it, 8 
they haue not contynued so long, yet ai*e they gretly annoyed, as it 
shewith wele by that y shalle shewe vnto you / they haue remembrid 
for their deliueraunce, and haue ioyned me yn the matier vfiih 
theim / for this that they thinke the Turke wille be sonner con- 12 
fowrmable to any resonable apointement for my wele, than for 
theires, by cause y am his brothir ; and y shal telle you what they 
that his haue aduised me : It is, that y shold make a request to be put to 
Sultan, pro- ffyuauuce, and by meane therof the Turke shold be content to take 16 

T)OS68 to 

ransom him, trcwcs for half a yerc, or a yere, with the kyng of Sizile & alle his / 

and make a ./ / •/ ' to i 

Truce with whcrby the sege shold be reised, and prisoners delyuerd, aswele of 

Sicily. one part as of othir / and by this meane bothe parties sholde ease 

them for that ceason / whiche, as me thinketh, sholde be a speciaH 20 
wele and comfort vnto this Reaume, that hath so long contynued 
[1 leaf 66] yn weiTC. ^This are the mocions that they made vnto me, whiche 
is to me right pleasaunt, if they coude haue the power to bring it to 
the same conclusions with my lord, my Brother / wherof y haue 24 
grete doute, seyng that he lith at the sege bifore his Towne, that 
but late was woniie from hym / Neuirtheles, if it please the kynge 
of Sizile to entende this matier, I wold employ me to the same 
entent / and require alle my frendes to giff the Turke counselle to 28 
the same " / whan the knyghte« of Sizile had herd this mocione of 

The Sicilians kyng ffirabras, they seide vnto hym / " fforsothe, sir, or this tyme 
we haue herde the kyng, oure souuerayh Lord, say / that his entent 
was neuir to deliuer you tille the warres were ended bitwene the 32 
Turke, your brother and him, wzt/iout ye were rescowed by force / 

will only hou be it, we knowe not whether he wold be content, vpon good 

enlarge him p p •, * 

for a time, hostagcs, to enlarge you at yo^r request, for to fynde some trety of 

peas betwene yowr Brother and him, whiche thinge we alle, his com- 36 
paiiy, [desire]. And if vpon this wele ye wiUe speke and charge vs, 
the^w^t7^, we wol make report vnto the kynge therof, and othirwise 
not " / Kynge ffirabrace helde longe vpon his vttir delyueraimce / 
But the knyghtes of Sizile wold in no wise agree therto, seyug that 40 
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they were, alle be it they were not worthy, of the kyngftj counselle / 
" and if we shold gif him a vise of youre delyueraunce, and not 
assured of peas, we were not trewe vnto him ; wherfore be sure we and then only 

4 wille neuir speke therof as long as we lyue, without the warres be stopt. 
ended / But if that were so, we wold right gladly employ vs to yotiv 
request / and now wille for yowr enlargyng, vndir suche iounne as 
\ve haue seide you / trustyng the sonner to come therby to the weel 

8 of pe£is / ffor we be sure ye wille more largely employ you therto, ye 

beyng in daunger, than if ye were at yowr liberie." IF Aftir alle 

thies wordes, he trusted to come to his delyueraunce. Natheles, 

kynge ffirabrace was content that they shold speke to the kynge 

1 2 for his enlargyng. The knyghtc« seide, that with right god wille 

they wold so do / And thus departed and came vnto the kynge of The sidUan 
Sizile, and made their report, as ye haue herde / and founde the port to their 
kynge enclynable y-nough to entende to thise matiers, seyng the 

16 counselle that he had hadde / and in abregging this matier without 
moo wordes, they were concluded that, vpon good hostages, suche as 
the kyng of Sizile was pleased with / that kynge ffirabrace was k. Perahnw 
enlarged and departed from the kynge of Sizile / of whom he toke for a time, 

20 his leue, ^and of the queue and of their fair doughtir / & of alle the [i if.66,bk.] 
ladies & gentilwo7/imen. The kyng made him honowrably to be 
condyte / And so wele sped he him / that in litil while he came to and goes to 
tlie Turke / whiche made him right grete chere / and so did alle the suitan/ 

24 they that were there with him / this night was he gretly fested and 
welcomed of his Brothir, and had moche talkyng to-gedir / for he 
was a worthy knight, a passing wise man in grete matiers. So 
founde he his Brother alle of othir opinion than he lefte him / 

28 a[7i]d so did he alle them that he spake with ; wherof he had grete 
mervaile. In litil while knewe he alle the pleasir of his brothir / 
and sawe the maner of the sege / whiche thought him right 
straunge. He sawe the fersnesse of them withy n the Towne /and 

32 herd reported the grete damagis that they had done to the Turke 
and to alle his company : the prowesse of Surnome, and Athis his 
felawe, was often rehersed vnto him. Thus many tidyngei^ herd 
he / but noon to the hono?*r of his brothir, nor of his partie, wherof 

36 he was right sorowfuH:, and thought wele in him self that it was 
nedefult to haue a longe trews / for those folkes were discoraged in 
alle pointer. ITian put he him in diligence to this trews / and othir He works 
notable iolkes, and laboured it as shortly as they coude, so that the and one is ' 

' J J ' .arranged 

40 trews was taken bytwene them for a yere / and whan the surtees ^"^'^ye*'- 
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were made, swome, and ensealed, the Turke departed from the 
seege / & made alle prisoners to be yolden agein, aswele of one 
party as of othir, saving kyng ffirabrace, whiche was but enlarged. 
And for asmoche as fferaunt and his company hadde moo prisoners 4 
than the Turke had / he had in recompense a C. thousand bes- 
aunte« / and eueri besaunt worth a Doket / and, beside that, the 
Turke deliue?*ed agein ij. Townes / and deliuerd to the pouere folkes 
of those Townes alle that they had lost / IF I^ow hath the Reaume 8 
of Sizile endured this ij. yere yn grete peyne and mysery / But sith 
the comyng of Sumome it began alle othirwise to tume. % Thus 
departed the seege from byfore the Towne, to the grete honowr of 
the kynge of Sizile, and of them wi't/iyn. thorugh alle the Reaume 12 
This trews was cried & pub[l]issed / wherof Samome & Athis were 
right sory / for they thought a long terme to be a yere in peas / 
seyng the warres be not ended ; and they purposed not to departe 
before the ende of the warres. The kynge of ^Sizile, that saw 16 
him thus yn peas for a yere, bithought him what he might do alle 
that ceason / where of a longe while afore he had not ben idle so 
gretly / and so he sent for fferaunt, whom he desired moche to se / 
for moche he thought liim bounden vnto him / and praied him that 20 
he wolde bringe vfiih him bothe his seruauntes, for moche desired 
he to se them, for the grete renome they were of ; and so did alle 
they of his court, bothe ladies & gentil women, and knyghte^ & 
squyers, & alle othir / Anon as fferaunt had resceyued his letter to 24 
come to the kyng, and aftir that he had departed right largely 
vriili the noble of his company / so that they alle were wele content / 
he wente in alle haste to the kynge / to whom it is not to be asked 
if he were welcome / where at his comyng the kyng toko him in 28 
his armes, seyng / **my frende, ye haue don so moche for me and 
myn honowr, that y am alle youres " / Than toke he Surnome in his 
armes, and [had] of hym ynly grete ioy / than fferaunt shewed Athis 
vnto him, of whom he had herde so moche worship / & then he in 32 
like wise welcomed him fuUe honot^rably / seyng: **what shal y 
sey vnto you, faire lordes / ye thre be the right arme and diffence 
of my reaume " / Aftir this, fferaunt & his company went vnto the 
queue, and ladies & gentilwomen, whiche fulle honowrably and ioi- 36 
fully welcomed them / And moche was Athis loked on amonges 
hem / for they had not sene him bifore / and they seide that god 
had gyuen him grete grace / for heryng sey / his worthines was 
meruailous / and his habilite suche fat there was none compaj'able 40 
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to him, saf le Sumome, that passed al the worlde. This day passed 
forth in pleasir and in disporte / and euery day after they disported 
them with the ladies and gentilwomen yn alle honour. The kynge« and Princess 

lolftlltOt 

4c doughter, fat was so faire, as ye haue herde bifore / was right glad 
to haue thies gentilmen in hir company, wit/iout thinkyng of any 
harme or of any grete lone / hou be it, and hir fortune were to 
marye / pe?'auenture she wold a sholde resemble one of them two / 
8 and in especial, Le Sumome. & if she had knowen that he had be Had loiante 
either a kynges sone, or a grete prynce, she wolde haue gyuen hir Pnnoe PhUip 
herte vnto hym a-fore alle othir / But in asmoche as she thought he iiave Riven 
was but of smalle reputacion in regarde to hir estate, she had no i»eart. 

12 suche ymaginacton, but ^only to be accompany ed with them in alle [' if. 67,bko 
honorable disported, and to make them frendly chere more than 
any othir / for the grete renome they were of, and for the good 
seruise they had done to hir fadir / Thus endured they a grete 

16 while in makyng Iuste«, and turnays, and alle other disported, for Jousts and 
they had no thing ellis to do / And yn eue?y thinge Le Surnome & order of tue 
Athis passed alle othir / Now leuyth the tale a while to speke of 
the kyng of Sizile and of his company / that restith them this 

20 wynter, as ye haue herde, and retowrneth to speke of the Turke, of 

his Brother, and of their company. lIllumiTuUtdn: March ofSultaH,Kniffht$td:e.} 

ccordyng to suche apointement as was taken, the Turke The suitan 

witnGi'ftwSy 



A 



departed fro the seege and alle his company, & drewe him jj'eajj^. ^^^ 
24 1 \ in to the gretest towne that he helde at that tyme, that he l^^j" ^^ 
had conquered in Sizile / so wery and trauailed with the warres, 
that almost he might be no weryer, and so were alle his folkes, fro 
the moost to the leest; for, moche payne and mysery had they 
28 endured at the sege, as wele of famyne as othirwise / and the 
Turke thought wele, that he was escaped witJi his honour fro the 
worst bargayn that he was atte alle his lyue, by the meanes of his 
Brother / and no man coude sey that this trews that was taken, had 
32 be for his pleasir / or by his cause, but only by the request of his 
Brother and othir of his folkes that had ben prisoners / Aftir that 
he and his folkes were a litil rested / he concluded to leue grete then garn- 

' 1 -1^ 1 sons all his 

garrisones / and his places wele furnysshed, and he and his Brother ^JJ^^««** 
36 to retoz^me in-to their Contre / and seide vnto his folkes that he 
lefte ther / " that he wolde not faile at the ende of trews to be 
there agein, so wele accompayned, that he wolde ^neuir departe [Meafes] 
thens til he had accomplisshed alle his pleasirs." These titynges ^^ 
40 wele ordeyned / he departed out of Sizile, & drewe vnto his owne home. 
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Marches / and his brother wit/i him / whan they came ther / it is no 
doute but he was honorably resceyued of alle his suggette* / for of a 
grete while he had not be vrith hym, he abode there a ceason or he 
wold speke any thyng of suche purposes as he entended / But kyng 4 
ffirabrace foryate not the couenaunt he had made at his enlargyng, 
for he had swome vpone his lawe / that he sholde ayen alle cristen 
prisoners that were in any Londe of his brothers or his / And in 
the same towne that his Brother and he lay, was yong Humfray 8 
prisoner, the kynge of Englonde^ sone / hou be it, noman knewe 
what he was; & of that yonge prisoner was kynge ffirabrace 
enfottrmed / and than wente he vnto the Turke, and tolde him of 
his promes that he had made at his departir out of Sizile / And 12 
the Turke asked if any p'isoners were in that Towne / and he seide 
" yea " / for there had ben a vesselle takyn wtth xiiij. persones yn 
it / wherof they had reserued but ij., and that one of them dyde, 
and that othir is yet alyue, a yonge man so megre & seke, that, as 16 
men thought, he might lyue no while / Than the Turke sent for 
him ; & whan he sawe him, he asked him of whens he was / this 
yonge Humfray, fat was so ouir come as he that neuir bi-fore had 
ben acostomed yn suche mysery & pouert / answerd with w*t^ low 20 
vois & feble, " fforsothe, sir, y am cristen, borne of the reaume of 
Englond / and my name is Ector / By fortune y arryued here / grete 
almes it had ben for them that toke me to haue put me to deth / 
but sith it pleaseth god that y endure this longe payne, y am con- 24 
tente." The turke, that sawe him megre, & aUe out of likyng, was 
no thing sory therof. And notwit^tondyng / that by his owne 
counselle and his agrement / his brother had made thus promys, yet 
thought he alwey in his mynde, that asmoche as he might, his 28 
brother shold neuir fynde prisoner / but that he wolde put them to 
dethe or they came yn his brothirs handes ; for if he coude knowen 
of any p7*isoner bi-fore his brothir / he wolde haue made him 
secretly be put to dethe / But for the symplesse & poue?'t of his 32 
persone, he gruggid the lesse his deliuemurwe, & toke him vnto ^his 
brother / that ful grete pite had of this yong man / & sent him 
vnto his loggyng / & made him to be eased & serued of that was 
nedefulle to hym, made him to be bayned and newe clothid of alle 36 
that longed vnto him / and wyt^yn little while, by the comfort 
and helpe of kynge ffirabrace, he amended / and came ayen to his 
grete bewte / so that eueri man had ioy to beholdo him / kinge 
ffirabrace thought, assone as he was hole, and that he might ride, 40 
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that he wolde sende him yri-to the hande* of cristen men / And 
many tymes he wold biholde him / & thinke yn his mynde that they 
were passing wele fetured / and goodly ioYines of Englonde, ffraunce, and admires 
4 & Scotland, for by they were of his marches, he remembred of Sur- 
iiome & Athis, that he had sene at his departir out of Sizile / and 
thought that Ector was moche of the same age / and if Sumome had 
him, he supposed he wolde be right lothe to lete him oute of his com- 
8 pany / And than wolde he thinke / if he had the hardinesse of one 
of them / a shold not faile to do grete hurte vnto their party, if he 
lyued long. Than was he somtyme yn wille not to sende him ; and 
than wold he thinke ayen / that he hiad sworn his feithe, whiclie 

1 2 he wold not breke, to dy for it / In this ferme wille contynued he, 

and on a day wente to se the Turke, his brother, and brought with one day 
him Ector / whiche af tirward he repented / for vnnethe might he ^es Prfnce^ 
bryng hym ayein / as ye shal here / The Turke bihelde this yong «®®J^'<^ ^^^^ 

16 man that was with his brothir, & thought wele he was a straunger / 
for he knewe hym not / he was so gretly chaunged & amendid sith 
he sawe him / and wele he thought he semed f ul like to come to 
grete honour / wherfore he axed his brother what he was ; and he 

20 tolde him it was the cristen man that was delyuerd vnto him the 

last day / " fforsothe," seide the Turke, " I knewe him not, he is so And as he 

., , 1.11 \w>k^ 80 well, 

meruauously amendid / my hert yeueth me, if he be deliuerd, that 
he shold do vs grete damage / wherfor, my brother, ther nedith 
24 neuir none knowe of this matier / and y pray you, for the wele of the suitan 

_ - * «/ or ./ *» proposes to 

VS and of oure lawe, to be agreable that he may be some night nayehim 
secretly drowned / for ye knowe wele that by the comyng of one arownd. 
straunger yn-to Sizile, were ye taken / and almoost to the destruc- 

28 cion of vs alle / wherfore y holde youre conscience more hurte, 

^what othe so euir ye haue made, if ye deliuere him, than to do as p leaf 69] 
.1. sey / for the grete losse of oure folke* that may come by hym / 
wherfore y pray you, brother, to be agreable to my desire / and y 

32 wol take the synne on me / And as for shame, ye may noon haue / 
for neuir noon shalle knowe it " / whan ffirabrace herde his brother 
sey thus / and sawe the deth of Ector his prisoner redy, if he 
socoured him not / he was so wroth and sory / that of a grete while tws anwrs 

36 he coude not answere, for right moche loued he Ector ; and also in ' 

his lawe he was right trewe and a noble knyght, whiche shalle 
shewe by hym yn alle his werkes. The Turke, fat sawe hym in 
grete thought / and that he answerd not / asked hym ageyn / 

40 "how say ye hereto, faire brother"./ "fforsothe," seide fiirabrace, 
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112 The Sultan still seeJcs to kill Prince Humphrey of England, 

" I haue fere to sey any thyng that shold displese you / and ther- 

fore was y so longe stiUe / but, sir, ye are mighti, and a roialle 

kynge, yn whom aught to be founde more trouthe than yn a meane 

persona And y sey for me, I am not so mighti a kynge as ye 4 

and he says be / albeit y am your brothir and a kyng / I haue promysed my 

sworn to free feith, suche as ye knowe by youre owne agrement / and if y shold 

prisoners, be forswomc for one only man / forsothe, my lord, it shold be noon 

hono7^r to you nor me / And where as ye say, it shold neuir be 8 

knowen / trewly y shold be as sorowfuUe to knowe my self vntrewe 

as alle the worlde knewe it. what wold men sey if it were knowen 

that y shold put this cristen man to dethe / that was delyuered yn- 

to my kepyng for his suretel they wolle likken me to a Bocher that 12 

gressith beestes / and than putteth them to dethe / wherfore, y 

biseche you, my lorde, take no displeasir though y consente not 

If the Sultan herto / for if it so befelle that ye wolde put him to dethe, as ye 

kills Hum- ' . > J 

phrey, may wele y-nough, if it please you, I make promesse to alle the 16 

goodes that we bileue on / that y shal neuer af tir abide yn yowr 
K. Ferabras seruice, but rather go yelde me prisoner agein, and holde my feith, 
give himself and peraueuture do som thinge that shalle displease you / what en- 
christians. sample shalle oure folkes take at oure dedes if, for so litil a thynge, 20 
we shalle breke oure feith and oure promesses " / The Turke, heryng 
his brother thus spekyng, saide vnto him thus / " he neuir made no 
suche promys, but only for his wele / and as for any promys, but 
only for his wele / he might breke it whan he wolde / for he was 24 
not swome therto / and if it were to do agein, he wold neuir do so 
[1 If. 60, bk.] moche for him / And said he wold ^sende to alle his officers thorugh 
his reaume / that if they had any cristen men in their handed, that 
they shold put them to dethe / and seide that he was not bounde to 28 
be sugget vnto his brother " / And whan kyng ffirabrace sawe the 
Turke wrothe / he answerd right humbly / seyng, " my lord, y 
neuir made promes but by yowr auctorite. And by this meane, 
saving yowr correccton, be ye bounde as welle as I. Neuirtheles, ye 32 
may do it as it pleasith you ; I am not bounde to noon ympossi- 
He will keep bilite / but y say for me, y shall trewly kepe alle that y haue 

his promise, . . ., , « , , i rr i -i-. 

so far as he promyscd as longe as it is possible for me / Ihe pouere Ector was 

yn the chambre alle this while, & thought fuUe litle where aboute 36 
they were / for he wende f uUe wele to be assured of his dep«?'tyng / 
Sone aftir kynge ffirabrace toke leue of his brother, right sorowfuH 
& wrothe, & thought in his mynde to kepe his prisoner as surely as 
he might, for he drede moche his brother / and so he had cause, for 40 
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assone as he was departed / he ordeyned folkd/? to sle yonsre Ector, The saltan 
il they might fynde him at any tyme from his brother, he was so of hi* folk to 
angry wiU the wordes that his brother had seide vnto him, that he Humphrey. 
4 thought to be avenged on Ector. On the tothir party kynge ffira- 
bras kiiewe his brother right cruelle / wherfore he had grete drede 
of his prisoner, and ordeyned that he shold haue a chambre wtt^yn 
his owne loggyng / and a xvj. or xx^^ men to awaite aboute him / k. Fer»brM 

' ' sets 20 men 

8 whiche he charged, on their lyues, to awaite wele aboute him / tj Mfeguard 

Prince Hum* 

and to diffende him to their powers from alle daungers / and they pt^ny, 
obeid his commaundement without departyng fro hym at any 
tyme / Thise folkes that the Turke had youen yn commaundement 

12 to slee Ector, put them in alle the deuoir they coude therto; but 
they coude neuir fynde the meanes to haue him / kynge ffirabras 
thinkyng alwey on the tiranny of his brother, concluded in him self 
to sende a-wey his prisoner be night / and to make him surely to 

16 be conduyte in-to some cristen lande / and for cause his goyng shold 
not be espied, he made tho men that he had apointed aboute Ector, 
to kepe stille his chambre ij. or iij. daies after he was gon, like as 
he had be stille there / Then tolde he vnto Ector alle thentent of his 

20 brothir / and how he was displeased with hym bicause he wold not 
breke his promes / and therfore wold he sende him nowe thens / 
and delyuer hym to ofificers ^of armes, to whom he had grete trust / p leaf 70] 
& ordeyned them to ride aH the night / and to kepe the wode^ on who u to 

24 the dayes / than delyuored he hym to his guydes, & charged them night, 
on their lyues to brynge Ector to sauf te. Than he made Ector to 
promyse hym that he shold yelde him prisoner to one that hight «nd give 
Sumome, that was seruaunt with the SenesshaH of Sizile / Ector ^. 5[*"<» 

28 toke leue of the kynge his maister / and ofEerd hym all the s^ruice 
that he might do / so it were no preiudice vnto his feith / And 
whan it was night, he departed / and they that shold conduyte Humphrey 
him / so secretly, that they were espied of no body. II Nowe 

32 retowmeth the tale vnto the Turke, that ali-wey contynuede stille in 
his grete cruelte / He called them that he had commaundid to slee 
Ector, and asked them / '' howe is it that ye haue not done as y 
haue commaimded you" / awd they seide, "that J?ei might ^not" / 

36 for eueri day was he with kynge ffirabras / & on nighte* had he 
XX*' men waityng on him / when the Turke herd this, he was gretly 
displeased / In so moche that in a fury he commaundid that iij. or 
iiij. score of his folke* shold breke vp the dore where as Ector was / 

40 and to slee him / and let for no man / this was apointed to be done 

THREE kings' SONS. I 
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114 The Sultan's Council advise him to appease King Ferabras, 

on the morow / Here-bifore ye haue herd howe kynge ffirabras 
made to kepe Ectot^rs chamber, like as he had ben there, to thentent 
that he might be a good wey of / or his brother knewe of his 
departing / ffor he knewe wele, and his brother might gete him / 4 
ther shold be founde yn him non othir mercy but deth. Thus 
was Ector departed ij. daies biforc the Turke had made his entir- 
2 days after, pnse vpon him / So the seconde day at night, they came vnto 
men break the chamber, where as they wende to finde Ector / purposyng 8 
Ferabraa'i vcrily to hauc slayne hym, not lettyng for noman. Thus brake 
they vp the dore alle sodeynly vpone them that kepte the chambre / 
and it was in kyng ffirabraces owne logging / wherof the crie & the ' 
noise was suche, that kynge ffirabras himself cam thider, and many 12 
of his folke* with him / And whan they sawe the kinge come, they 
withdrewe them alle, sauf x. or xij. pej'sones that bode stille ran- 
sakyng the chambre, whiche kynge ffirabras made to be hewen 
bifore him. Thise tidinge^ came to the Turke ; and it was tolde 16 
[' if.7o,bk.] him alle the maner how they ^came in-to the Chambre / where as 
but find they founde not Ector, and howe the noise & the crie was suche, 
phrey gone, that his brother came thider, and slowe x. or xij. of his folke« / The 

Turke, herynge this tale, was right sorowfuH and wroth / and sent 20 
for his pryuee counselt / and tolde them all the matier, without 
hiding of any-thyng / bothe of the wordes that were bitwixt his 
brother and him / and how, for displeasir therof, he wold haue put 
Ector to the dethe / and in what wise / and how his brother was 24 
displeased / and had put x. or xij. of his foYkes to dethe / which 
was to his grete shame and displeasir / whiche he wold not leue so / 
wherfore he asked their best counsell and advise / ffor if he shold 
folowe his owne wiH / he wolde do his brother a grettir annoy and 28 
displeasir than he had done him yet. They of whom he asked 
counselt were wise, & perceyued wele by his owne tale that the 
The Sultan's dcfautc was yn hym / wherfore they seide thus vnto him, " Sir, 
ci"r/pr<Mich saviug youre displeasir, ye haue ben wtt// my lorde youre brother 32 
to ouir hasty ; for, as vs thinkith, tho wordes that he had vnto you 
meued hym of fre and noble corage; and ye haue done him a J 
vilany / sith, in his owne loggyng ye wolde make to slee his folkes ; 
for hie be- for the prisoner was his. And to make folke^ come yn be night 36 

haviourto ^ " "^ 

K. Ferabras. with force of armes in-to the loggyng of so noble a kynge as he is / 
it semeth vs a grete offence / seyng he hath done so moche for you / 
we thinke he wilt take this in grete displeasir / And we drede 
moche, yf this matier be not the sonner appesed, grete inconvenience 40 
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may growe therof / The kynge yowr brother is a Lorde of suche 
corage as ye knowen weel / and for you, and yn yowr werres, he The Privy 
hath aventured body and goodes, and standith at this day yet rem?nd the 
4 prisoner / his men and his sogette* haue done you goode seruice / k. Ferabras's 
wherby many of th^m haue lost their lyues / and this is a smalle re- vices, 
warde that ye yelde him / wherfore we meruaile nought though he 
be displeased / considering like as he seide vn-to you suche promesse 
8 as he made / to deliuere all the cristen prisoners that were in any 
partie of youre Reaume / bothe by yowr owne pleasir & agrement / 
wherfore it were litle m^maile if, for the despite that ye haue done 
him / he meued werre ageinst you / So moche as he hath done for 

12 you a-fore this " / " By my trouthe," seide the Turke, "if ^y coude [i leaf 71] 
thinke he wolde do so / I sholde sone deliuere the worlde of 
him" / Than his counsel! aiiswerd him, "Eemembre, sir, what 
sholde falle ther-of if ye put hym to dethe / ffor he hath fair childre, 

16 whiche shull not be so nigh of blode vnto you as he is / nor in 
afEection / whiche wolde rekke lesse to meue werre to yow-ward 
than he wolde / also he is kynge of a noble & a mighti Eeaume / 
and wel beloued ther3m / and of the moost worthy folkes that ye be 

20 serued of this day, be his sogette^ / and they loue him asmoche as 
is possible for any sogette* to loue their Lorde / Thinke ye than to 
be wi't/iout werre, by sleyng of hym % nay, nay / ye may be sure / They warn 
and that were shold stike nerre you than the werres of Sizile / And kimng Fen»- 

24 more to yowr shame & reproef." The Turke, hering thies wordes, 
knewe wele that thise iolikes seide hym trouthe / and than seide he 
vnto them, "it behoueth to knowe howe my brother takith this 
thing to hert / I trowe he wolde be wele pleased if ye went to hym / The suitan 

28 and if ye thinke it be to, y am content / and that ye say vnto him, council to 
that y knowe nothinge of alle this / and if any haue offendid hym, it 
shal be wele amendid / And if he seme not myn amende* y-nough / 
if he require me of Justice / y shal do it him. And ye may sey 

32 hym, that y am right sory of this auenture / and if y had knowen aiwiogiie to 
it a-fore, y wold for no thinge haue ben agreable ther-to / how be it for him. 
y was not pleased of the deliueraunce of the cristen man, ffor the 
experience that y haue sene in two only men to oure grete damage / 

36 I pray you do so moche if ye may, that this thinge be wele appeased / 
ffor if it be ferre spoken of / there may growe litle honowr therby 
to either of vs bothe." They were glad whan they herde their 
maister thus speke / for the matier was to hym right shamefult / 

40 and they, as good seruauntes, to appease it, toke the charge on them 

I 2 
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King Ferabras goes to Persia, to raise his Bansom. 
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vrith right good wille, and departed from the Turke, and went to 
the kynge his brothir / whom they founde aH redy to ride / and 
whan they came, they spake with hym at good leiser, and tolde hym 
in substauwce sXle the wordes as ye haue herde before / And than 4 
kynge ffirabrace made alle his compleynte vnto them ful pitously / 
and seide, "my frende«, y cannot bileue that noon of you were 
consentyng or agreable to do me so grete a wronge, ^ffor y haue 
s^rued my Lord my brother, with my body, my goode^, and alle my 8 
power, as longe as y might, so that y am now prisoner, and in way 
of destruccton / And thus, in his Towne, and of his folke«, there 
hath be done to me so grete Iniurye, that I am alt abasshed to se 
his men come yn wtt^ force of armes, to breke vp the dore on my 12 
prisoner, to haue murthred hym, as they saide, & haue hurte & 
wounded my folke« ; and y haue none othir socowr but to saue my 
self, f ulle long shold it be, or a straunger might be sure vriih hym / 
whan y, that am his scruaupt & his brother, am yn drede of my lif, 16 
& neuir did thinge that of right shold displease him / wherfore it is 
bettir for me to withdrawe me in-to my contre, and assay amonge^ 
my 8ogettc« to gedre my fynaunce, whiche y trust wilt not leue me 
yn this daunger / than to abide in this Towne, and be alwey in 20 
thise vnkyndely daungers ; wherfore, my frend^^, y wilt departe / 
and Eecommaunde me to my Lord & my brother, and sey hym that 
y compleyne me of hym to hym self / and yet alwey y shal con- 
tynue his trewe seruaunt and brother " / Thise worde« sent he, w^t7^- 24 
out longer taryng wtt/e the messangers, and toke his hors, and went 
his way yn-to his owne Eeaume, where as he was resceyued vriih 
grete ioie / and was assured of his pe7*8one / for there was he mightly 
loggid / so that he had no drede of his brother / The Turkes mes- 28 
sangers came vnto him agein / and told hym all6 howe they had 
done, and what his brother had seide / and how he was departed, 
whan the Turke herde thise tidynge^, he was yn wille to sende a 
company aftir his brothir, to brynge hym ageyn, wold he or not / 32 
But aftir many aduisemente* of his folke«, he lefte that opinion, yn 
trust that by some bettir meane / and viiih more hono?«r, they sholde 
accorde. 

NOw most we speke a litle of Ector, that ali the nyght rideth / 36 
and on daycs tyme kepith him close yn woodes, til he were 
surely conduyte in-to the Reaume of Sizile / to suche place 
as fey had in charge that gayded hym. And there they departed 
fro hym, & taught hym the way / and the Townes that he sholde 40 
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passe by til he came vnto the kynge. Than toke he leue of them, 
and thanked them right humbly / oifryng them seruice & frendship 
for the peyne they had with hym, ful humbly reco7?imendyng 
4 hym vnto kynge ffirabrace, as to ^hym that he was moost bounde [} leaf 72] 
to / of al erthly men. Thus departed he from them / and passed Prince Hum- 
thorugh the Reaume of Sizile ; and in his iot^rnay he mette yfiili thro^siisi^. 
some of the kynge« iolkea, to whom he tolde part of his charge / 
8 and acconipayned \ii\h them til he came thider as the kynge was. 
And yn his ioi^may, he fil yn rememhraunce of the grete goodnesse 
of oure Lord, remembryng the grete ynfirmitees that god delyuered 
Lym of / bothe out of prison & from the malice of the Turke / 

1 2 whiche he knewe weel, was by no meane that he coude make, but 
only by the grete bounte of oure Lorde, wherin he thought him ful 
vnable to do seruice vnto god / aftir the grete grace / that he had 
youen him / And than made he avowe and promysse to god / that He vows to 

16 if he lyued so longe, he shold abide in his seruice yn the Reaume tin uu free, 
of Sizile til god had releued it / or ellis it were vttirly lost / and yn 
the meane season, neuir to discouer what he was, to no creature, 
and thus determyned he yn hym self, fro that day forth to take in 

20 pacience what peyne or pouf^rte that god wold sende hym yn his 
s^niice / whan he had taken this ferme purpose, he came thider as 
the kynge lay / and asked first of alle / aftir the Senesshalls loggyng, 
whiche was sone tolde him ; fPor, nexte the kynge, there was no 

24 man in aH the Reaume kepte so grete an house as he did / nor was 

so moche renomed / And whan he came to hym / he fonde hym at Heiroesto 
Dyner, & Surnome & Athis seruyng him, for he coude neuir make Prince* 

,11../, 1 1.,. ,. . , Philip, and 

hem do othirwise / but to be more diligent yn his seruice than any Prince David. 

28 othir man / that longed vnto hym / Ector is thus entred in-to the 
halle, and salowed fPeraunt and alle his company / and aftir, he asked 
whiche was he that men called Le Surnome. fferaunt behelde him, 
and sawe him yonge, faire, and wele proporctoned yn euery feture / 

32 and aH smylyng, saide vnto hym / '^ my frende, biholde, this same 
is he / ye may sey to him what it pleasith you / And if ye will 
speke with hym a-part, ye may " / " In good faith, sir," said Ector, 
" nay / y had leuer speke wttA him yn p?*esence of moo folke« / for 

36 that his loos & renomee sholde be knowen / and y wold y were of 
suche worthynesse that he might be enhaunsed by me ; hou be it, 
he hath little nede therof, for it is spred thorughout alle the world." 
and than saide he to Suniome, " kynge ffirabnice, youre prisoner, 

40 that holdith hymsolf weel cAvred ^sith his fortune is to be prisoner / P if. 72. bk.] 
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118 The Princes of England, France, and Scotland heconie Friends, 

to be taken of so noble and good bander as of youres, and accordyng 

to promesse, tbat of pite, & by trety, ye made bym to make / he 

Prince recommaimdith hym to yon, and sendith me to you, to do vriih me 

what it pleasith you, & hath deliuerd me out of that prison / wher- 4 

yn y was brought by fortune and tempest of the see / and he sendith 

you worde for trouthe, that yet hath he founde no moo cristcn 

prisoners / And whom-som-euir it bifalle, wele I thanke god it is 

bifallen me wele nowe / and aftir, y thanke you, whom god hath 8 

youen the grace to helpe me out of this daunger / wherfore, yn 

yields him- accomplisshyug my feith & promys, y yelde me to you" / than 

i*i»>i«p. kneled he downe bifore him, and wold haue kissed his feet / Le 

Sumome, alle abasshed of the honowr he did hym, toke hym vp by 12 
the hande / and saide / "my frende, y thanke God that ye be 
delyuerd / for me thinketh it had ben grete pite if ye had ben 
thus lost. And for Eawnsome, y shalt put you to choise, whetliir 
ye wilt be felawe to Athis & me, or maistre of oure chambre / and 16 
take which it pleasith you." " fforsothe," saide Ector, " I am no 
man of suche honour to be felawe wtt^ neither of you / But and it 
and asks to pleased you to take me as yowr seruaunt, I wolt desire no grettir 

honout I and I thinke me wele fortuned so fur to be " / fferaunt, 20 
that sawe this yonge man stande wit^ Suruome and Athis, thought 
hym-self right moche bounden to god ; for eueri day befille hym 
good aventures / for he hadde grete trust in Ectowrs worthynesse, 
and was right glad that he logged wit^ Sumome and Athis ; and 24 
toke hym in reputac/on as felawe to theim. Thise tidynges came 
to the kynge and to the queue / and to their faire dough tir as they 
sate at dyner / and eueri man saide, that he was wele fortuned that 
was sent in-to the company of Sumome. Than was tolde the 28 
maner of his comyng, and howe grete ioie fferaunt had therof. 
"fforsothe," saide the kynge / **he is happy / <fe hath cause to be 
ioifult, for his renomee is multiplied & doubled ^iih straungers 
that come to his scruice, whiche, had not ben for his displeasir, I 32 
had receyued hem long sith of my houshold / hou be it, I haue ben 
serued vfiih them in his company, as wele or bettir than if they had 
Prince Hum- bcu abidyng with me " / As they were yn thise wordes, came yn the 
taken to the Seneshall and Ector with hym, whiche he brought vnto the kynge, 36 
King Mid *^^ ^® salowed hym right ^humbly / and the quene & hir doughtir / 
Scify.and ^^^ ^^^ *^® kynge enquered hym first of the maner of his person, 
fobwite.' ^^^ ^^^i'^ liis deliuerance, and of the tidynges of beyonde the see / 

and in euery thinge he answerd so wele & so wisely, that the kynge 40 
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and alle folke« had grete ioie to here hym / Aftir dyner was he 
brought vnto the ladies, whiche had grete ioie to beholde him / and 
so had iferaant, whiche saide, he was a man replenysshed of alt 

4 beaute yn visage and body / and in wordes and maner fully assured, 
'' and 1 trust fully yet to se him do as moche in dedes of armes as 
alle thise " / " fforsothe," saide the folke« to fferaunt, " we leue it 
wele; and ye be moche boanden to god, for he hath gyuen you 

8 fortune to haue noble seruaunt6«." Thus contynued Ector wtt^ Prinoe Hnm- 
ferauntand his ij. felawes, abiding the ceason of the Turke* comyng, with Femut 

, , , , , . , , rr., , , , „ ... and Prince 

whiche they thought rjght longe. The kynge made them alle uj. to PhUipand 
be reteyned with his doughter / hou be it, their moost abidyng was 

1 2 with fferaunt / But yet, to put them to the more honour, whan they 
were there as she was, they did hit dayly seruice / And eucriche did 
his seruice so proprely / that it shewed wele they had be norisshed 
vp therin. And amonge« them iij. was suche frendship / that echo 

16 of them desired to honowr his felaw more than himself. Now leueth 
to speke of the kynge of Sizile and of his company, and retot^meth 
to the Turke, that was in his contre / as ye haue herde. 

Aftir the departyng of kynge ffirabras, his Brothir, many of After King 
his sogettes beganne to grucche ageinst him for the wrong departure, 
that he had done vnto his brothir ; and moche peyne had 
he to appease it / And fro that day forth, neuir encreased he / ffor the suitun 

never proe> 

fifirabas, that sawe him self in daunger of prison, wold neuir after do ?«». 

24 his brother seruice yn the warres, he nor noon of his sogette^. And 
if he had not be prisoner / many folke« luged he wolde haue made 
•warre ageinst his Brother him-self, for the grete vnkyndenesse he 
liadde shewed him / Neuirtheles it was for that tyme appesed. The 

28 Turke made, all this ceason, ordinaunce for his goyng yn-to Sizile / Bathepre- 
and assembled alle his men / seyng vnto them, "my frendes, yetreahinva- 

, , - ' . , , ^ -^ ^8ion of Sicily. 

knowe wele howe y haue enterpnsed to conquere the Keaume of 

Sizile, and howe y haue at this day in my ^hande, fult nigh half C» if.78.bk.] 

32 the Eeaume / and if y shold nowe leue of / it were to me grete 
shame / wherfore y aske nowe counselt therin / for y am affemied 
to go thidre / But y aske aide and comfort of my sogette* and of 
my frendes / whiche is the cause y nowe haue assembled you " / 

36 Tlian toke they counselt amonge* them ; and, in conclusion, euery 
man ayded the Turke aftir his power / more than euir they had 
done bifore / so that he coude them right grete thanke / Than 
mustred he his folkes, & fonde his nombre grettir than euir it was. 

40 Thus emploied he the tyme of the trews in purveaunce, that he was 
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eonclnded, aftir the feste of seynt lohn^, to entre in-to the Eeaume 
of Sizile / to make grettir vane than enir he had done bifore / This 
was his annes & his departyng concluded / & enery man apointed 
IniiSSva ^^** ^® shold do / and him self det^rmyned to lay seege hifore the 4 
*Jj*««f« Towne of Naples, where as the kynge was, the qnene & hir doughtir / 
K?iSo?* *^^ *^® moost of alle the noble f olke^ of the Beaume / seyng verrily, 
Sicily it. j^i jf jjg Y^ Qiiog conquered that Towne, he sholde haue little 
besynesse to wynne the remenaont of the Eeaume / Thus thought 8 
they that they had little to do, but with that Towne allone. They 
ordeyned also an othir greto company, beside them that shold ly at 
the seege, to condnyto their vitaile & ordenaunce, wit/^out distourb- 
yng or troublyng of them that shold abide at the seege / Than were 12 
the Capteynes ordeyned that shold haue the charge of euery thiuge / 
And when alle was wele puruayde / The Turke abode stille in peas 
til the tyme came that he sholde go in-to Sizile. 
2JjjKing«f 'T^"7"0w seith the tale, that the kynge of Sizile, that was fulle wise, 16 
«f the sui- ^ %^ made alle diligence to knowe & enquere the purueaunce of 
atknu. j^ ^ Yi\B enemyes / & spent grete good to the same entent / and 
did so moche, that he had waged folkes of the Turkey owne / and 
knewe by them, alle suche apointement as the Turke had taken / and 20 
here-ypon he assembled his counsell / and tolde hem how he was 
asserteyned, and praied them eueri man to take aduise there-vpon, 
for it was tyme / the newe ceason approched so nigh, wherfore it was 
[» iMf 74] expedient to take good aduise & short, here^vpon / and many mocions 24 
were made vpon the maner of his conduyto, but no ferme purpose 
Ss r^dl?* ^^ takyn / This tyme xanne ouir alle of the grete ffense that the 
ieno0, kynge of Sizile made in his Eeaume to thencoimtre of the Turke, 

and howe that the trews shold breke vp at the feste of seynt lohne / 28 
and than the Turke shold come agein in-to the Eeaume of Sizile 
wttA grete power / but for alle that, there was no kynge nor othir 
prince that any thinge disposid hym to the helpe or socours therof / 
Thus on a day the kynge of Sizile, to whom the matier touched 32 
moost, whiche daily and hourely had it yn remembraunce, called 
byadvioeof some of his moost secrete counselle / & newly toke avice of this j 

lilsCoanoil. ./ii ,.. ,. 

matier / and there-vpon euery thinge in writyng, yn suche wise as 
ye shal here / ffirst it was apointed to write and sende newe mes- 36 
sangers to alle cristen Eeaumes / wherin he had no greto trust of 
socot^r, for many tymes had he done so before / natheles, in asmoche 
as the matier was newer than it had ben othir tymes / for it was 
aftir a longe trews that the werre shold begynne agein / And also 40 
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that tbey ahold not thinke in hym that he was so presumptuous / 
that for the wele of the cristen feith he deyned not to requyre no 
body / ffor thise causes, (xmcluded he to sende to tdle Reaumes / hou Tiie King of 

4 be it, he had no hope but only yn god, and yn his owne power / to other * 
wherfore he purueide him as weel as he coude, wiih the helpe of his beip., 
owne folke«, to abide suche fortune as god wolde sende him / And 
hou-be-it that he had tidinge^ that the seege sholde be leide bifore 

8 what place that he were yn / yit lette not he to purvey and ordeyne 
his othir places / and to sette good and sure Capitaynes in eche of 
theim, and concluded fro that day forthe to fortifie alle his plac«« / 
& to purvey for alle thinge thf\t was nedefuUe to the kepyrig of them, 
12 for as long tyme as his power might stretche vnto. Aftir, ordeyned 
he for the place that he wold abide yn him-self, the Queue and his 
doughtir, and suche folke« as he wolde haue wit^ him / Than Hebidn 

.,,. i.-.i. Ferant and 

apointed he neraunt & his company to abide witli liim / Aftir this, hftmenstny 
16 ordeyned he, that if the seege were bifore him, a general Captayne He appoints 
that shold be his lieutenaunt at large in his Reaurae, whiche sholde General in 

° ' the oountiy 

iiaue ^ power to assemble alle the garisons, what tyme it pleasid hym, {} ir. 74, bk.i 
for to distourbe & trouble his enemyes / & the seide lieutenaunt the"tTOop8 

20 shold haue a certayne nombre of folkes that sholde haue none othir ****"' *"* 
charge but to accompany hym / and to go with him to suche place 
as nede sholde be, for to recomf orte them, as wele by power of f olk«* 
as othir wise / if by dethe, or fortune of werre, the garrisons were 

24 amynysshed / Aftir, he ordeyned that alle men shold drawe theim to order* aii 

, folk into 

the good Townes, with alle their goodes and catelle, for to sustene g»rri«>n 
the garrisons / and also to thentent that their enemyes shold fynde 
scarste of vitaile to comfort and releue theim wtt/2. Thise thinge^ be 

28 put yn writyng. than he assembled his Captaynes and his Counselle, 
as many as he might / and in their presence made it to be redde / 
seyng vnto them, that this was but a maner of a mocion, praing 
them to take good aduise theron / and euery man to sey his opinion. 

32 V It was thought by them alle / that they coude take no bettir The Sicilian 
aduise than the kyng had shewed theim / trustyng, if good were agree, 
their good Lord, the Turke shold haue wers welcomyng than he 
had laste / thinkyng that, if he had not bettir yere amonge« them 

36 than he had laste, he shulde be right wele content to take a lenger 
trews / and neuir to come again / Thise thinges thus accorded & 
diligently done / messangers were sent to alle Reaumes / the Capi- 
taynes named & proclamed thorughout alle the Reaume / that euery 

40 man shold take his good and his catelt, & draw him . in-to goode 
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Townes / for tbe saaacion of them and their goodes / Thus euerj 

maa enteudid to his charge, and did so diligently, that yn litil 

FcntttmakM T^hile alk tliinge was done as the kynge had ordcraed. fferaunt 

had the charge to fortifie & furnysshe the Townes that the kyng 4 

shold be ynne / and he did it so diligently and so wele / that it was 

impossible, if god were their good lorde, for any men to wynne it 

for many yeres / ffor ye may wele thinke / there that the kynge, 

the quene, and hir donghtir were / there kkked nouther vitaile nor 8 

ordenaunce / Thise thinge^ thas purveid as ye hane herde / all« the 

Keaume was wele recomforted, to abide suche aventure as god wold 

sende hem / The tyme drewe fast on, that the trews shold breke / 

and euery Capitayne drewe him to his garison, with suche company 12 

[1 leaf 75] as WQS assigned hym / and kepte ^ suche rewle and ordenaunce, 

Gi!nfJoH!l*we aswelc of spcuse of vitaile as of othir thinge^, as if the seege had be 

muiiitiond. jeyde before them / for they knewe wele it wold be long or they 

coude gete any more vitaile. And on the tothir partie, the Turke 16 
assembled his folk«9 to go in-to Sizile witA grettir nombre than euir 
he had bifore ; he made to charge grete shippes wtt^ vitaile & orden- 
aunce, so that hym thought no thinge sholde faile him / He made 
them to be brought in-to suche plac€* in Sizile as helde of hym / 20 
and ordeyned his loVaes to conduyte hem fro thens alway to the 
seege, as nede shold require, like as ye haue herde bifore / his 
Tiie Turkish ordenauuce was so grete, that it was meruaile to se it / He and all6 
at ckpietrent, his folkes landed at the port of Capletrent / and whan he had ben 24 

and marchM 

to NapiM. there a while, he toke his ioMmay toward Naples, to lay seege there ; 
for there was the kyng alle at his ease, redy pnrueid ageinst his 
comyng / whan the kynge vndirstode thise tidinge^, he was alle 
recomforted, trastyng verrily in the helpe of god, and thought right 28 
longe aftir the Turkey comyng / But of allc othir, Ector was moost 
ioifult of their comyng / ffor, daies of his lif, he had neuir sene bataile 
nor none assemble in armes / and alle his desire was to folowe Sur- 
nome & Athis, to se the worthines that he had herde speke of theim, 32 
and to take ensample at theim ; for wele he wist that there was noou 

The s French, SO moche reuomed in the Eeaume as they / And thise iij. loued to- 

Scotch. aiid 1511 1 /M> .111 

English gedir as they had be brether^n / nor neuir had they but one loggyng, 
likebroUiers. one purs, and one wille / and neuir was there amonges them angry 36 
word / Surnome & Athis had grete desire to wito how Ector sholde 
demene him in the werres, for that he was so perfite in alle othir 
thinges; and he purveide, so that he was right wele horsed and 
armed / and eche of them iij. promysed feith & trouthe to othir / 40 
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and bicame brethem in armes / ye may wele thinke that the ladies 
and gentil women, whan they sawe hem in this case / were not welo 
assured when they herd the belle of the wacche, for the comyng of 
4 the Turke : they wepte ful sorowf uUy / and euery man recomforted 
them / and brought them to suche place^p where they miojht se the The siciiinn 

' ° ./ o kdio* watch 

puyssaunce come / and if the grete drede that they had of the werre 
had not be / it had ben a good sight to see / ffor the Eyre and the the fine ap- 
8 erthe ressplendisshed w*tfe the Baners of gold, and of siluer, and of the Turkish 
Cootes of armes / & ^of bright hameis / & the riche abilementis p if/75, bk.] 
they had for their horses. So many folkes there were / that the 
Ladies and gentilwomen wende there had not ben so gfete a power 

12 in alle the world, and had more feer than euir they had / ffor it 
semed them the Towne might neuir endure ageinst them / And 
thus came this company in iij. paHis, for to besege and enclose the in s Divi- 
Towne. wtt/iyn the Towne was there a vij. or viij. thousand feight- 

16 ing men / And for as moche as they were there wtt/i the ladies / 
they desired to do some thinge at the bigynnyng that myght recom- 
forte theym / and concluded that on the next morowe, yn the morn- 
yug, they wolde visite their neighbores. IF Now y shall telle you 

20 of the Turke^ howe he did : he remembred him of the [seege] that The suitan 
he had layde bifore fferaunt / and how in loggyng them he had a 
grete skarmyssh, and lost many of his folkes / wherefore he ordeyned orders a 
that euery day shold be a grete company arredied to horsbak / Horse to be 

24 waityng on a Captayne / to drawe sodeinly to what part nede sholde *®j"®'*.^ 
require / And there were iij. grete puissaunce*, as ye haue herde, in 
iij. parties of the Towne / And of that one, was Orkays cheff ; and 
of the tothir, the kynge of Luby; and of the iij*. the Turke himself. 

28 IT Now oometh the day that the sawte sholde be made, for asmoche 
as the Turke knewe ful wele the[re] were many folkes wtt/iyn, he 
wold not begynne the saute tilt the sonne were vp. flferaunt, that 
was fulle wise and wele vndirstandyng in suche matiers, saide to the 

32 kynge, " sir, please it you to stande at the gate / and lete no man 
go oute, but suche as I wilt / whiche y shull put alle bifore me *' / 
And than be apointed suche as shold come with hym ; and for drede 
he had of Sumome and of his felawes, he made them to promesse 

36 & swere that they shold withdrawe them assone as they herde blowe 

the retrayte / Thus all6 thing ordeyned / he departed out of the Ferant saiifes 

r« ..1 .. ,1 1 i..?, I :i Ti y ., out of Naples 

Towne with ij. thousand feighters / and did so moche, or the cry with 2000 
arose that they were amongea the kyng of Lubyes Tenter / and ouir y«"n«t *»»• 
40 ranne many of his folkes / the crie and the noise arose thorugh alle Wvisiou. 
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the hoBte / and than they that had the charge to a-waite on suche 
sodeyn cries, were redy anone vrith the kyuge of Luby / and came 
quikly on fferaunt and on his company, In so moche that by force 
it behoueth hem to withdrawe / and there were some of his folke^ 4 
taken / wherof Sumome was right heuy and sory / and he [and] his 
V leaf 76] felawes retoumed ^agein to rescowe them / and neuir bifore had he 
aquytte hitn so wele as he did there / ffor by the noble prowesse of 
hym & his company, their enemyes were fayn to witMrawe them 8 
agein toward their tentea. All this encountryng shewed wele the 
worthines of Ector / that neuir vnto this day was sene in suche 
Prince Horn- case / They iij. to-gedir did so in armes, that it was nieruaile to 
Prince. thinke / and it semed by Ector that he had ben alwey brought vp 1 2 
DavM fljfht in that crafte / the feeld a-boute them was al steyned and couerd 
wtt^ blode / and with ded iolkesy In so moche that fferaunt was alle 
abaased / & entendid to no thinge but to beholde the hardy^esse of 
TheTarktsh his ilj. seruaunte«. And as tliey were thus feighting, came the 16 
Divisions Turkey power and his sones / vnto the Kynge of Luby / and than 
aut's men. they Came so sore vp-on the cristen men that they put them aWe out 
of aray / whan fferaunt sawe this, he sent vnto the kyng for a 
thousand men moo to socoure them, to helpe to wtt/idrawe them. 20 
Than made he to blowe the retrayte / and the iij. felawes, by force 
of Armes, were doparte eche fro othir / and Surnome was enclosed 
among so many / that hou-be-it he defendid him right valiauntly / 
Prince piiiiip yet was he taken be might / for ouir many folke* were on hym / and 24 
priMuer. was anouc had out of the prees / seyng fferaunt his maister / that 
at that tyme wold haue ben ded / ffor he knewe weel that alle the 
gold in Sizile might not bye him agein, and he might not helpe 
him / for he and his company were so sore ouirsette / that with 28 
The Sicilians grete pcyne they recured agein in-to the Towne / and had lefte 
behinde them the chief of alle their werre / IT But now hero wher- 
on fferaunt aduised him / he toke al the folke^ of armes that were 
but make a with the kyng at the gate / and sodeinly went out at the gate tliat 32 
afpan?ttl[e was agciust Orkays tenter, for he sawe him vngamyssht of alle his 
Turkisii 1st folke* / and bitwene his loggyng and the Turke* was a ryuer / and 
there was no brigge ouir it / but a litil passage / where might not 
come past ij. horses or iij. on front / and yit wtt^ grete peyne he 36 
ordeyned a good company to kepe that passage / for by none othir 
wey coude Orkays haue no socoure / Thus was fferaunt, vfiih grete 
part of puyssaunce of the Towne, come to Orkays tenter / and there 
E'tf.re^bk.] 2 endured the bataile fulle long amonge« them / By that tyme was 40 
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Atliis and Ector enfoiirmed of the. takyng of their flfelawe / whom Prinee Dayid 
they held in part for their maister / for whos sake they had euche Humphwy, 
sorowe that it was meruaile to wite / fferaunt ascried vnto them / 
4 " my f render, now it is tyme that eche of you put peyne to the 
rescouse of his trewe felawe, which rescuse can not be witAout 
takyng of Orkays, sone vnto the Turke ; now shalt be seen who 
shalt do wele ; for trewly, if one of you were in suche daunger / the 
8 good Sumome wolde put him in grete deuoir / the ij. felawes lefte 
their sorowe / and, as they that had ben oute of their wittc«, aven- 
tured them forth amongftj the presse, without casting of any pmlt 
or drede of any daunger ; there was neuir man sawe ij. men do so 

12 moche in one day in Armes as they did / they were so besy in euery 
place, that their enemyes thought they sawe noon othir men but 
them, so moche they died them / fferaunt folowed them alwey, and with Fcmnt 
had as leef be ded, w/t^out he might haue day to rescowe his yonge 

16 seruaunt / he had at the leest in his company .v. thousand feighters, 
which were of fult good corage / and, by their strength and power, 
yn short tyme was Orkays and alle his company put to playne dis- 
comfiture / and Orkays takyn prisoner by the liand«j of Ector, that caoturcthe 

20 presented him anon to fferaunt, whiche was right glad of his takyng, orkavs. 
trustyng therby to recouer Sumome. The meane tyme that this nwisioD, 
noise and crye was, the Turke sent many of his folkes on horsbak 
to the rescous of his sone / wherby he thought him sure y-nough / 

24 But they that were apointed by fferaunt to abide at the passage, 
kepte it so wele, that noo might passe there / and at the diffence 
was grete mortalite of the Tiirkes. whan fferaunt had done this 
iowrnay, and sawe Orkays in his hande* in saufte / and that his 

28 folkes had take suche pillage as they might easily here v^ith them / piiiage uid 
and had set fyre in the remenaunt / he made to blowe the retrayte / camp, and 
and withdrewe them in-to the Towne / hauyng prisoners wMoute Naples. 
iiombre / but, ouir alia othir, he was glad of the takyng of Orkays / 

32 whan they were entred agein into the Towne / the kyng was 
enformed of the takynge of Sumome, and so were the ladies & 
gentilwomen / and the tidyngftf spred thorugh alle the Town, wherof 
the ^sorowe and complaynt began as moche as if the kyng had ben [* leaf 77] 

36 ded. And the kyng himself was so sory, that noman might com- 
forte him / hou-be-it he had the Turke« sone yn his handed / for he 
helde him so cruelt and felonous, that he had leuer lete his sone dye 
than deliuere Sumome, by whom he had hadde so many losses and 

40 hurte^ / Natheles he concluded to sende vnto the Turke an heraude 
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▲ sidiim of Amies, to certifie him of the takyng of his sonc, will jng him to 
MnfctoUte entiete Suinome none othir wise than he wolde haae his sone 

SoIUd. 

en tretid. llllnwdmatiom : Smnume bleeOiug, in a ^hhrt; ffoUomt ; miUp from the Tomn.'\ 

Owe letoume we to the Turke, that, aftir the distresse that 4 
he had vpon^ fferaunt and his folke^, and that Sumome 
was hrought vnto hym / and that he knewe werily it was 
the same by whome he had hadde so many tymes losse & hurte^ ; 
and at that tyme he knewe no thing of the takynge of his sone / 8 
TU suiten And whan Suruome was brought a-foie him / he thought for ioie 
his worthinesse was doubled / and behilde him, and sawe him so 
pe/'sonable and amyable / and so wele assured, that he hadde 
determiDM moFuaile to beholde hym / and concluded in him self / that he 12 
wold neuir slepe til he had taken on him cruelle veniaunce, and 
saide vnto him / '' Thou vntrew cristen man, thyn vnhappy comyng 
in-to this lande hathe done me more damage than did the puys- 
to put Prince saunce of cristen kyng6« : I shal neuir slepe / or y se the ded bifore 16 
deatiK myn yen/' Thus Surnome, hering his deth / wtt^ humble corage 

content to abide it, for the pleasir of god / answerd agein vnto the 
Turke, seyng, " turk, by my dethe shalt thou not be kyng of 
Sizile / for there is many more worthy than euer I was, yn the 20 
seruice of the kynge; wherfore y knowe wele my dethe shalt be 
[1 ir.77,bk.] litil damage to cristen ; ^and therfore y am to endure suche peyne 
and turment as thou wilt deuyse, whiche y shaH receyue in ioie " / 
The Turke, for angre, might no more here him speke, but ranne on 24 
He ficratches him / and scratte him in the visage / and made him to be voided 
face, and says out of hls sight / and co77imaunded that gallowes shold be made 
hanf^d after auoou : & concludcd, that aftir he had dyned, he wold so hym self 

dinner. •/ «j «/ 

to se him hanged / They of the Towne wit/iyn, seing thies galowes 28 
adressing, enfowrmed the kynge therof / And than bigan the sorowe 
more than bifore, thoroughout alt the Towne / for they knewe wele 
it was made for Sumomes sake / There might ye se ladies and 
The Sicilians gentilwonien wepe and sorowe / but ouir alia other sorowed lolant, 32 
Prince ^ the kynge« doughter. There was the beaute, bounte, witte & 
^' worthinesse of Sumome, many tymes remembred & complayned 
that day / & euery body thought that, at the houre of his dethe, alle 
the vertues of the worlde sholde be lost / The kyng was alle out of 36 
mesure / as he that had lost only by Surnome alle the ioy he had in 
this worlde / thinkyng that, after his dethe, he wold no lenger 
lyue / Ector also, and Atbis, were so fer from alle reason, that, for 
men wold not lete them go out at the gate, they wolde haue lepte 40 
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ouir the walles / It is alwey saide that a mannys witte ys neuir 
vndirstond til at a grete nede. fferaunt, that neuir was dispunieid, Ferant sets a 

GT&llowB on 

made hastly a paire of galowes to be set vpon the walles, yn the thewaiuof 
4 Turke* sight, and euen bifore his loggyng, as though he wold make o ^{J''^!*® 
Orkays dye ther-one / And yit, notwithstandyng fat, fferaunt put 
yn aduenture him self and alle that were in the towne, reseruyng 
the kyng / and a fewe that waited on him / & thought wen*ily alle 
8 to dye, or to rescowe his seruaunt / and to this apointed alle his 
folke«, and in especialt Ector and Athis, whiche fill to his fete for 
icy / humbly thankyng / And yet, notwithstandyng the grete sorow 
that he had, he comfortyng them, seyng / " what, we haue yit no 

1 2 tidynge« of the messanger that went to the Turke. I haue trust in 
god, and also know wele the loue that a ffadir hath to his childe / 
wherby he wol neuir be consentyng to the dethe of his sone / And 
that the prise that hath be made by you this day, my frende Ector, 

16 at youre nowe comyng, shalt be the sauactbn of youre felawe" / 
Many turkey sawe thies galowes yn makyng on the Towne walle / 
and anone tolde it to the Turke, ^whiche strecched him vp at the [i leaf 78] 
boorde, and saide / "Lete them hange whom they can gete; for 

20 there is none shalt lette me to hange this that y haue " / And euen TheSnitan 

1 i xiiiii. 11 /./-^••i declares he'll 

at the same tyme came yn the heralde from the kynge of Sizile, i>««»g Prince 
with the message fat ye haue herde tofore / The Tuike, hering 
this, was gretely ameruailed / and coude not bileue it / for he had 

24 hei*de no worde therof bifore / wherfore he saide al wrothly to the 
messangers / " If the kynge, and they of his company, coude by their 
language saue the lif of their man / they had wele lerned to speke / 
But, as for my sone, that is so vnhappily lost, y woll not respite and let i.is 

28 the lif of this / but the rather delyuere hym to the dethe " / And 
than made he to brynge him to se Surnome, that was redy to go to 
his dethe / and the rope aboute his nekke / and whan he sawe him 
in this cas, he was so sory that vnnethe he might stonde on his 

32 fete / but Surnome comforted him, and saide / **I pray you, 
reco77^maunde me to the kynge & to the queue / and to my faire 
lady, their doughtir / to whom y haue euir ben trewe seruaunt / 
and recowimaunde me to fferaunt, my good maister / and to my ij. 

36 felawes / and sey I praied them not to compleyn nor sorowe my 
dethe, for y trust verrily in the mercy of god to dye wele / 
I^atheles, pray them to pray for me " / Than he toke hym by the 
hande, the teeres yn his yeen / and bade hym fare wele / and praied 

40 his ij. felawes also to take his dethe agreably / thus the messanger 
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departed, & came to the toiyne / and tolde the kynge and fferatmt 
how he hadde founde him. And whan they herde this report, it 
touched their hert«« so nygh / that they thought they sawe Surnome 
birore them / in the same cace that the messanger had seen hym / 4 
and after they had wepte & conipleyned / euery man concluded 
either to dye or to rescowe him / Two hundred men were ordeyned 
to go to thise luyse / and a Mt. to renne on them that kepte the 
pkce, and ij. M*. redy to socour them / if nede were / and the 8 
kjmge redy, in his owne pcrsone, at the gate with iij. M*. to releef 
them / at their comyng yn agein, if nede were. And thus was 
euery thingo ordeyned and redy / and Ector and Athis were de- 
lyuered the charge / whiche toko it on them with right goode 12 
corage / Surnome, ^on that othir side, that abode no thinge but 
dethe, compleyned his fadir & his modir, and them of his reaume / 
and compleyned his contre, that shold stonde withoute heyre / 
Aftir, he compleyned the kynge of Sizile, the queue and their 1^ 
dough tir, his maister and his ij. felawes / pi'ayng god right hertily 
to comfort them, and sende them all good auenture, and in especial! 
that his faire lady shol neuir come in the h&Tides of tho mys- 
creaunte*. Aftir this, he praied god to haue mercy & pite on his 20 
soule, seyng that in his seruice he shold nowe take the dethe / 
humbly besechyng hym, of his grace, to receyue his soule / and of 
his grete mercy to pardone alle his offences. IT Whan the Turke 
had dyned, he herde tidyngc* that his sones loggyng was alle ouir- 24 
throwen and brent / a[rid] moo than x. or xij. M*. men slayne / and 
his sone taken prisoner, and brought in-to the towne, and the moost 
part of the grete lordes and noble men of his company / If the 
Turke were soroufuti, it is no question / and, for the grete angir, 28 
forgetith alt fadirly loue, and the seruyce of alle those lorde* and 
noble men that were taken prisoners / and forgetith also his owne 
brother / that was prisoner to hym that he had than in daungere, 
by whom he myght haue had his brother agein, or his sone / but 32 
than alle was forgoten / And thus, as a wood man furiously puttith 
the boorde fro him, without aduise, or settyng any ordre to the dede 
of Justice that he sholde do / and asked alle hastily where was the 
prisoner / and men brought him forth ; and he toke hym by the 36 
Eope that was aboute his nekke, and drewe him so hard that, if 
folke^ had not taken him awey, he had strangled hym / but his 
folke* toke him from him / and seide / " sir, this bilongeth not to 
you to do / lete the hangman do his of&ce, sith ye be so fere forth 40 
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that no reason may meue you / we be kynne and f rendes to them The saltan's 
at this day, that by yowr cruelte we shal se dye / and yowr self be wm "^™** 
cause therof , and also of the dethe of youre owne sone / ffor, be 
4 assertayned, they wit^yn haue no suche drede / but assone as this 
man is ded / he and alle they shalle dy bifore yowr yen / And whan 
jouT pleasir shal in this be fulfilled / yot^r sorowe euir aftir shalbe 
out of mesure / and then shal be to late ^ to repente, for it shalbe P ]«af 79] 
8 passid remedy / Also yowr brother, or his pleggc*, shalle dye with 
sorow and shame " / But of alle that euir they seide vnto him, he 
rought not / and sware by his godded, if they spake any more, he butiwthreat- 
shold make them alle to dy an euyl deth / and toke a grete staff yn 
12 his hande / and made them cary forth the prisoner to the gallowes / 

and euir layde on him so grete strokes, that made him alle blody / nnd beats 

, .. ., T, .1 . . ., , , , , . Prince Philip 

now sent he forth so woodly this prisoner, that he had but fewe tin he's au 
io\kes aboute him / and yit they that were in his company were in 
16 suche sorowe and distresse, that they had as leef dye / as lyue / for 
their kyn and their frende«, that they sawe in suche daunger wtt/^yn 
the Towne / and for that cause there was the more vnsure guydyng 
in this matier/ The wacche of the Towne sawe the multitude of The Sicilians 

see Prince 

20 io\kes comyng / and Sumome amongea them, ledde like a theef ; Philip led to 
and the folke^ couerd aH the felde / they went & tolde the kynge 
& fferaunt, whiche wepte for pitie that Sumome was so pitously 
entretid / Sumome bihelde the Towne, wherin he had hadde so 

24 moche pleasir & ioie, thinkyng neuir to come ther more / for he 
loked aftir no thinge but dethe / often recommaundid vnto god all^ 
them that were wit/iyn the Towne / and whan they were come nere 
the gallowes, Ector and Athis, that were apointed to go to the PHnoe Datid 

28 luyse, toke their company wtt^ theim, and went thider as fast as JJ?,™P**™y 
their horses might renne, fore drede that they sholde come to late / 
the Turke, seyng this auenture, oded many tymes that men shold 
kille the prisoner, but there was nSon that coude fynde in his herte 

32 so to do ; and there durst they not abide, for they were alle out of 

array / And at that tyme, were slayn and taken many grete lovdes rout and kiii 

of the Turkey partie / whan Ector & Athis, whiche had the charge 

to rescowe their felaw / fonde him allone, with his visage all blody, rescue Prince 

36 of the stroke* that the Turke had youen him on the hede / they 
wende he had ben hurte to the dethe / and were so sorowfuH, that 
vnnethe they might speke one worde / !N'atheles, they set him vpoii 
horsbak / and brought him agein in-to the Towne, wit/wut any and bring 

40 encombraunce or hurt of any cristen man, and vnto the grete losse Naples, 

THB££ KINGS* SONS. K 
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& damage of the turkc*. And ^whan they were comyn in-to the 
Towne, they had grete drede of thurt Surnome had on his hede / 
for they wist not wele yit how it was with hJTn / Than Ector and 
Athis brought him to loggyng, and sawe that he was right seke, and 4 
sore diseased / for his nekke was gretly swolne / and dMLe the skynne 
of / with the streynyng of the rope / and his shuldres also were 
blac with the strokes of the stafE that he had / and in his hede he 
had a grete stroke, whiche was alia blody and swohie / and his 8 
visage was all to-scrag / The kynge made to sende for alle his 
surgeons, & made them to serche hym / whiche saide that he was 
sore hurt / but they sawe no drede of dethe yn hym / but that he 
shold be heled wit/fyn litil while / The kynge and his company 12 
was ioifuH of this tidynge^; and then was tolde to Surnome the 
grete worthinesse and prowes of Ector that day / and also the grete 
armes that he and Athis had done to reacowe hym, and yn what 
auentf^re fiFeraunt, their good maister, had put hym that day / whiche 16 
semed to be bettir content wiih his dethe than to lyue / & how 
Ector had taken with his hande the Turkey sone / And alle this was 
tolde him to reioice hym / ffor euery man knewe wele }pat the 
preise and grete renome of his noble maister, and of his ij. felawes, 20 
was one of the grettist ioies that he coude haue / All thise wordes 
were seide vnto hym by the kyng, whiche was come to visite him / 
And Surnome answerd hym, & saide / " sir, y thanke god and you / 
that it pleasid your grace, for so pore a man as y am, to part« oute 24 
of yowr towne / and put yowrself yn daunger / whiche y neuir 
coude deserue / But y shall put me in deuoir alwey to do you the 
bettir seruice" / And thus departed the kynge fro hym, and came 
to his owne loggyng / and there mette with hym the quene, hir 28 
doughtir, & alia the ladies, whiche were right sorowfull^ of the hurt 
of Surnome. but the kyng told^ them for trouthe that he was in 
noo perilt of dethe / wherof they were as ioif ult as they might be / 
ffor there was noon erthly man so moche biloued of euery body in 32 
alle honour as he was, and in especially of alle them of that Eeaume / 
for sith his comyng, the reaume was more fumysshed of noble men 
than euir it was bifore / and he neuir did ne seide thinge that 
shold e displease any body / Thus by ^hym daily encresed their 36 
ioie / But alle othirwise went it yn the Turkes hoste / for he was so 
troubled at that tyme, that he was half in dispeire / and rought not 
to haue slayn hym self, to haue ben oute of his grete sorowe / whan 
he was wit/^-drawen & retourned in-to his tente / and knewe for 40 
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certayne \ai his prisoner was deliuered / and what outrageous losse The suitau 
he had of the moost notable of his counselle, that were dede & 
taken, and wele a xij. or xiiij. hundred men slayne beside / and of 

4 the cristen, not one hurt at that tyme / And also howe his sone was 
prisoner, whiche might haue ben deliuered hym ageyn / had not be 
his outrageous pride / And at the takyng of his sone, slayne the 
same day .x. or xij. M* men. Remembryng alt this, he was soi8«adataii 

8 soroufult that he wist not what for to do / but sent in alle haste for 
his counselle, and for his Capteynes / and praied them to gif him 
their best aduise. And if bifore dyner he were hote and tempest- 
ous / now is he colde and sobre / for he hath had a sharps showre 

1 2 to cole him with / There was noon of his folke« that bemoned him / His folk hate 
but in their hertc^ dedly hated hym / and dispraised hym / and 
seide amonge^ themself, that there was neuir cruelt man in the ende 
had honouT nor glory ; and they thought wele their godde« wolde 

16 punysshe him for his cruelte / and for thys cause they were alle 
discoraged / Natheles they aduised them, by alle weies they coude, 
to kepe their hono?«r yn that they had to do / And sent for the Bat they send 
puissaunce that they had ordeyned to conduyte the vitailles & other Reserve to 

20 pt^rueaunce for the hoste, and logged them where as Orkays had of their lost 
ben discomfite, & made ij. or iij. brigges ouir the watir / and thus 
was that quarter fumysshed agein / But for alle that, they were 
more in drede of them w^t7^yn / than they wtV/yn were of theym / 

24 The Captayne, that the kyng of Sizile had ordeyned to be his 
lieftenaunt thorugh his reaume, knewe for certayne that this grete 
armee, that shold conduyte his vitale, were than at the seege, and 
might not departe thens / wherfore he thought their vitaile shold 

28 come to them vriih litil ease, if he might / and than assembled he a 

good company togedir / and daily troubled them, bothe in takyng p if. 8o,bk.] 
fro them their vitaile, and sodeyn ^assautes, comyng on them in the ciptSn-""* 
night / and put them in sucbe trouble that they were wery of their fSSSies^h/ 

32 lyues. In this wise endured the seege aboute a iij. monethes / In ^°'^^'' 
this meane ceason was Surnome alle hole, and came to se the ladies, 
as he had ben accostomed to do. And the kynge thought, as his 
bien venu / and for to reioice the company, to make a Banket, where 

36 the ladies and gentilwomen shold be / and the Turkey sone / & a 
grete part of the noble men that were prisoners / for he wold 
reherce vnto them the cruelte of their maister, And also to make The KinR of 

Sicilv ifivBs 

Surnome to telle of his aventure. Thus ordeyned he this Banket / hisCaptahi* 

' a Banquet. 

40 and sent for his Capteynes, the renomed, & in esspecial for iferaunt 

K 2 
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& for his i\j. seraaunte^, whiche iij. seraed the ladies at this 
Banket / hou be it, the kynge -wold haue had them to sitte downe / 
There sate downe the kynge & the quene, and bitwene the quene & 
faire lolante was sette Orkays, that ful gladly bihelde this faire 4 
lady / And if he had ben lorde of all^ the worlde at that tyme, he 
The soitan'i knewe no woman that he wold so fayn haue had to his wif / and 
frttJ liiSte. *^^^8^^ y^ ^^® mynde, by meane of manage bitwene them two, the 
peas might be made / and or he wolde leue hir, he wolde take the 8 
cristen lawe / and fro that day forth abode he in this thought / like 
as ye shalle here, many othir prisoners were sette at the kynge^ 
boorde, that gretely bihelde his persone and his demeanyng / so 
they did the quene and hir doaghtir / fferaunt was set at the 12 
kynge^ boorde, -with many othis folke^ of honour, that sate ther also, 
whan the kynge had seten ther a while / and ben mery amonges 
AttheKinff'B them: he filk in question with Surnome of his hurte^, and com- 

oommmd, 

Prince Philip maundid hym to telle the trouthe how it was. Surnome durst not 16 

telU how tUe '' 

hSntooad to ^^^^7 *^® ky^ge* oommaundement, but tolde of his takyug, & of 
«po«t. the Othe the Turke made assone as he was brought bifore hym / 
that he sholde neuir slepe or he were put to dethe in his presence / 
Af tir, how he made bynde hym to a poste / and putte a rope aboute 20 
his nekke / and tolde howe the messanger seide vnto him, and 
what answere he had / and how-be-it that he was not worthy to 
qwite suche a prisoner as Orkays, yet was he ofEred for his deliuer- 
[1 leaf 81] aunce / Aftir, tolde he how the Turkey ^folke« blamed him for 24 
drede of the dethe of Orkays / and howe the kynge sent to the 
Turke, & sware, if that he put him to dethe, that Orkays and alle 
the other prisoners sholde be hanged / And than, with grete ire and 
cruelte, he put the boorde fro hym, and came to him ther as he 28 
nearl^*** stode boundeu / and drewe the rope so fast, that was aboute his 
strangled j^q]^ J {j^^ }^q y^^^ straugild him, had not his folke^ cried on him / 
and seide that it was the hangmans office, and contrary to the 
honoi^r of so grete a prince to do so foul a dede / and whan he 32 
herde the speche of his folke«, he vnbonde him him-self / and 
and beat hira deliuerd him to the hangman / and gaf him ij. strokes with a grete 
staff bitwene the shuldres / and one on the hede / and conduyte 
him him-self vnto the gallowes, he and his folke^ vnarmed <& 36 
wMout any ordenaunce, ffor the whiche cause they might make no 
resistence at his rescous. IT In heryng this tale, euery man wept 
for pite, bothe Orkays and all the tothir prisoners. Aftir his tale 
was ended, the kynge spake to Athis, and seide, "ye were prisoner 40 
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at the disti'esse of the armee of the kyng of Scotte^ sone / telle ye 

the manere now of voui takyng." Athis was alle shamefast / but he Prince David 

tlieu relates 

durst not disobey the kynge« cowmaundement, and seide / "sir, it 
4 is trewe fat by tempest of wedir, the vessella that y was yn, brake, how his ship 
even bifore the TurkciJ hoste / wherby the moost part of the folke* ^'^ * 
ferin were drowned, sauf vij. or viij. that gate the lande / wherof 
y was one, purposing to haue yolden vs vnto the mercy of the 
8 Turke, thinkyng verrily that god hat done moche for vs to bringe 
vs to lande so nere him, for we trusted to fynde mercy yn hym / 
and when he sawe vs in this case, he cried with high voice / " sle 
tho cristen traitowrs ! " then were they all^ slayne, sauf y / whiche 

12 was to grete a pite / Ifor amonge* them was slayne the good Erie andEari 
Douglas, that was a noble man aud a wise / and whan I sawe this «iahi; 
pitous aventure, y wMdrewe me toward a litil Rok, and set my 
bak ther-ageinst / defending my self as wele as y coude, praing 

16 all-mighti god of his mercy, as he that abode no thing but dethe / 
And as y was yn this daunger / the Turke cried aH-wey to put me 
to detlie / my lord Orkays was ther present, and meved with pite, 
toke me in-to his hande«, ^and assured me for than / y shold not iiowPrhice 

20 dye / his fadir toke this to grete displeasir, and wold nedis haue rescued him, 
put me to dethe. But Orkays did so moche that he put me in 
saftee. Aftirwarde, agein his fadir required hym that y might dye, 
but he wolde neuir agree therto / but did so moche, whethir his 

24 ffadir was pleased or not / that he delyuerd me / and made me to and sent him, 
be surely conduyte vnto fferaunt, with whom y haue contynued in 
seruice sith that tyme " / Aftir this tale tolde / euery man bihelde 
Orkays, and thought it was an honorable dede of hym / Than the 

28 kynge commaunded Ector to telle by what fortune he was taken, 
whiche was right shamefast to telle his tale / natheles he bigan, and 
seide thus / " Sir, it is trewe that in my right grete youthe y desired Tiien PHnco 
to se the houre that y might be yn your seruice / for the honowr of teiis iiow 

32 god principally, and to mayntene the feith ; and for the grete weeles 
that euery man rehersed of you, of the queue, & my lady yowr 
doughtir / wherfore it happened me to gete in-to a vesselle yrtth 
notable men, that were therin / and by fortune of tempest we his ship was 

driven to a 

36 aryued yn a lande that helde of the Turke / and y suppose that Turkisii 
oure seruice was not to god agreable / So we were taken & brought 
bifore the lord of the Towne / and for-asmoche as we were cristen, 
they thought it a nouelte / and they p?'esentid of the company in-to 

40 diuerse places, and kepte stille with them my fellawe and me / and 
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he dide in prison / And at the tyme of my delineraunce, y thought 
Mid how, f ulle Htil of my lif / But that it fortuned that my maister and felawe, 

thro' Prince ^ , , . . , «> i, ^ xi . i 

Philip's Sumome, made his pnsoner, kynge miabras, to promyse that he 
K. Ferabras, shold sende ageln alle cristen men that by fortune had be taken in the 4 
wanes in any landes of his brothers or his / And he, remembryng 
his promyse whan he came home, vndirstode that y was prisoner yn 
the same Towne that the Turke was yn that tyme / and he asked me 
of him / than was y brought bif ore hem bothe / & the Turke, seyng 8 
he waa «ven me SO mogTO & pore, toke litil hede of me / but lete me dely uerd to 
kynge ffirabras / whiche made me be so wele cherisshed and taken 
hede vnto / that withya litil while y recouered, and wex in good 
plite / than on a day went y to the Turke, and y waited on hym / 12 
[» leaf 82] and was alle newe araied & ^ wele recouered / and he bihelde me, and 
knewe me not / and asked his brother what y was / and he seide that 
y was the cristen man that was deliuered out of prison but late / than 
wold he haue put me to dethe / and seide that, by the worthynesse 16 
of one man / his saide brother had be taken / and the noblesse & the 
corage of the Sezilians was by hym redoubled / and by an othir 
man, that his sone had<leliuerd, he had taken so grete hurte, that 
it was meruaile to thinke ; And his hert gaf him, if y departed, 20 
that y shold do him grete damage / and thus in no wise wolde he 
be agreable to my delyueraunce / and so fille they at wordes / In so 
moche that kynge fl&rabras sware that he had leuir dye than to 
*nd^i»>"[ false his promys / than he deliuered me by night / and made me to 24 
Bent to Sicily. \yQ surely couduyto vnto this reaume / where y haue abiden euir 
sith / and aftir my departyng thens, the Turke sent of his folkes to 
breke vp the chambre where as he wende y had ben, to put me to 
dethe, in despite of his brothir. But y thanke god & good kynge 28 
flfirabras / y was out of his daunger / ffor y wote wele, and y had 
ben in his hand^s, he wold haue had litil pite on me / that wold 
not haue pite of the dethe of his owne sone / and of so many 
notable men, asmoche as to deliuere one persone for the sauacione 32 
of them alle " / Alle they ]>at were there of the Turkes meyne, knewe 
wele thies tales were trewe, wherof they were gretly encombred and 
abasshed of the cruelle & tyrannous disposicton of their maister. 
The Kinjr of Than spake the kyng to Orkays, & seide / " Sir, ye must now telle 36 
orcg^s tell jouT tale " / then saide Orkays, smylingly / " sir, my tale shall sone 
be tolde / for y had neuir othir fortune of warre but suche as ye 
knowe, sauf one whiche y wolt not reherce for my praise / but for 
the praise of them that haue deserued it / trouthe it was, alle that 40 
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Atliis hatfi seide / It was my fortune to delyuere him ageinst the Prfnoe 
wilt of my fadir / and conduyte him surely vnto fferaunt / and the he dfffree' 
next day it happened they made a grete assaute on my logginge*, 
4 where as were many folkes slayn / and prisoners taken out of 

nombre, wher-of y was one, and filt in the handed of Athis, that and was then 
had ben my prisoner / and whan he was in the Towne, he remembred wt at uberty 

. by him. 

y had done somwhat for him / and yn grete haste ledde me thorugh 
8 the towne / and lete me oute at ^the gate that was ageynst my \} if.82,bk.] 
fadirs loggyng / and there deliuered me, seyng vnto me / * I can no 
bettir horse you, nor harneise you, to yowr pleasir than ye be / and 
if y coude, ye may be sure y wolde / therfore ye shalle haue yowr 

1 2 owne still ' / and thus departed y fro hym / and came to my fadir, 
"whiche seide, y ought to blame no man of this fortune but my self / 
by the deliueraunce of hym that he was no thinge agreable vnto / 
than tolde y hym of my deliueraunce / and by whom it was, whiche 

16 was a thinge, as who eeith, impossible for hym to bileue / & ho we 
be it, he sawe me deliuered, and knewe wele that I was delyuered 
by hym that y had saued bifore / yet repented hym that he had 
not put him to dethe / And at suche tyme as y toke Athis, y knewe 

20 him not but by his dede^, which shewed wele him to be a noble 
man / But whan he toke me, he knewe for certayne that y was the orcaya 
Turkey sone / and what good he might haue had by me / yet was Prince David. 
he of so noble corage, that he forgate bXL couetise, and deliuered 

24 m^e" / Than might folkes se howe basshfult Athis was, to here his 
praise, and also for drede he shold be shent / The kynge, the ladies, 
and all6 the company behelde him, which loked alle rede, and sore 
abasshed / than asked him the kynge / " what / Athis made ye this 

28 deliueraunce " / and kneled downe alle shamefastly, and seide / **ffor- 

sothe sir, yea / wherof y cry you mercy, ff or y coude in no wise David con- 
put him in aduenture that had saued my lif / and if yn this matier fault againut 

• 1 J the King in 

y haue offendid ageinst youre grace, or ageinst my lorde my wtting 

32 maister / y biseche you bothe of pardone / and off re my self to 

what punysshment it pleasith either of you to apointe / for y had 

leuer a dyde, than by me he sholde haue ben in daunger of his lif." 

Orkays repented him sore of this that he had tolde / for he sawe 

36 wele by Athis fat he was both abasshed and adred / The kyng 

perceyued wele that Orkays and Athis were bothe abasshed, and 

seide to Orkays, "ye haue tolde me of the fredom of Athis / and 

me semeth ye drede that y shold con him maiigre / but forsothe, y 

40 do not / I knowe wele there was offence / but the cause was so 
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and i« at one* rosoiiable, that with aHle my heit y foigif him'* / Athis thanked him 
1} kaf as] right humbly / and than went to his maister, & besought ^him of 
pardone, whiche lightly forgaf him ; and af tir, alle his lif, loued he 
him the bettir for that noble dede. IT Aftir thies wordes, was 4 
b '*"h*to** brought yn a Poo by ij. gentilwomen / And the kynge made to the 
widon ictLa Pqo his advowe first / and promysed to difEende his reaume to his 
i^MnSn' P^^®^ / "*"^d thaif notwithstandyng the pride and tiranny of his 
aduersary wtt^ute him, he wolde neuir do tiranny nor shame to 8 
prisoner[e8] that were noble men or of any good disposicton / but shold 
kepe them yn honour and noblesse as longe as they were in his 
prcay* towi gouemaunce" / Aftir, made Orkays his avowe, and seide that, " to his 
diitMto powor, he wolde put him in peyne to make pees bitwene the Turke 13 
^^^^{/^ his fadir, & ))e kynge / & if his fadir died before hym, he shold 
rn^jT** ^ neuir, daies of his liflfe, make warre with the kynge of Sizile, nor 
with his Reaume / but rathir yelde agein vnto him alle that his 
ifadir had taken fro hym / for he sawe him so wele pt«ruaide in alle IG 
goode ve/iiues / that aboue aUe othir kynge^, he desired his fauour 
and acqueyntaunce " / but the trouthe was this / that faire yongo 
lady, that sate by hym, meued his hert with this pite and kynde- 
nesse more than any othir thinge / though he spake it not / eueri 20 
man coude him grete thanke / The kynge, the quene, and their 
doughter thankid him moche / Aftir was the Poo boma to fferaunt, 
whiche sent it agein vnto the lorde« and knighte* thHt were 
prisoners, whiche made their avowes accordyng to the same that 24 
Fermt and Orkays had made. Aftir this, made fferaimt his avowe, and sware 
vow that, for the grete crueltees that he had seen without nombre in the 

Turkea pcrsone, wold he neuir yelde him vnto him / and if the 
««▼«' to let Turke came in his daunger, he wolde neuir put him to raunsom ; 28 
i?tir"**"td* *^^ ^^ ^^® same avowe required he, and praide alle them that were 
Wm. vndir him, that they wolde make the same promes / The Halle was 

fuUe of noble folke*, and the Poo was brough[t] bifore them / and 
euery man helde vp his hande, & sware wtt^ lowde voice the same 32 
promesse that fferaunt had made / The Poo was brought bifore the 
iij. seruaunte^ of fferaunt / whiche serued bifore the ladies / and 
they made their aduowe to god, to the ladies, and to the poo / that 
they shold truly kepe the same promesse / that their maist^ir 36 
p If. 88, bk.] made / ^Xhies avowes were put in writyng by the kynges of 
armes / than were the lorde* taken vp / and the Mynstrells came 
^ Dance yn / and the lorde», knyghtes and squyers, ladies and gentilwomen, 
the Banquet, daunccd thcr / that night was ther no tidinge* of the seege / 40 
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Orkays bicamo so amorooB of this faire lady / that he coude haue orcays !■ 
no rest / and often tymes came he, by licence of the kynge, to se the ears m 
quene & their faire doughter / In so moche that foike* perceyucd loUnu. 
4 wele by his maner / tliat he loued hir ouir alle thinge / and folke* 
seide amonge^ them, that it were a mete manage if he were 
cristened, for therby shold the pees be sure and ferme / but wtthowt 
he were cristened, ther was noon of the Keaume that wold be agre- 
8 able ther-vnto / This faire lady knewe wele of alle this / whiclie 
made no countenaunce like it / for if she had knowen Surnome, or 
one of his felawes, of as noble lynage as hym, she had leuer haue 
had one of theim with right litil, than him with slle the Turkeir 

1 2 land66', and in csspecial Le Sumome / for aboue alle othir she liked But she likes 
him best ; hou be it, there was in any of the tothir two as moche best, 
honottr as in any pcrsone neded to be wisshed, though Sumome 
passed them. IT Tidings* sone ranne by some prisoners, that were 

16 delyuered in that meane tyme / that the Turke was put in know- 

lage of thavowes of the Banket / & whanne he herd them, he aduised The saiun 
them weel / and perceyued by the kinge« avowe that he had made, yovm m the 
to diffende his reanme to his power / that he wold not lightly 

20 delyuere vp that Towne that he was yn / And aftir, remembred the 
avowe of his sone, which was / what-so-euir he conquered in his 
lif, aftir his dethe shold be deliuerd agein vnto the kynge of Sizile / 
Aftir this, he thought on the avowe of fferaunt and alle his / whiche 

24 was more lothe vnto hym than any of the tothir / for by that sawe 
he his dethe swome, if he came in their daunger / Also he sawe his 
iolkes alk out of corage, and thought wele that his godde^ hated 
hym / on the tothir side, he sawe the maner of the sege, that was and sees that 

28 daily wers for him and wers / and bettir for them that were withyn Naples goes 

. 1.-I1 worse and 

the towne / also what scarcyte of vitaile they had / and with how worse, 
grete peyne they gate that litil that they had / Alle thise tidinge« 
considered, he sawe him self how he had done shamefully to his 

32 brother / whiche he wist wele wold neuir be agreable to do hym 

1 neither ayde ne seruice. with alle thise thoughtes, he fille in suche p leaf 84] 
sorowe and drede that he wist not wele what to do / And so he 
thought to assemble his Capteynes and his counselle / and to shewe He eaiis a 

36 them thies matiers, in suche wise that they shold not pe?*ceyue by 
his maner nor his worde*, drede nor fere in him to slake their 
corage, but toke this conclusion to breke with them, as though he 
vndirstode them enclyned to alle his pleasir / and of high and noble 

40 corage, and thought to shewe his owne maner high and feers / for 
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wele he wist, in conclusion, that generally they alle wold gif hinl 
counselle to departe / There may no man telle the grete deuoir that 
the kynge of Siziles folkes did euery day / grete peyne it was to 
kepe them from fighting with tlie Tiirke, and many tymes went 4 
they out and scarmysshed with hem / and alt- way to the damage of 
the Turke, wherby the kynge saw wele that the Turkey folke* had 
lost hert & corage / and in his ymaginacion thought to make a 
grete assaute vpone the Turke* loggyng / & concluded in his secrete 8 
The King of counsclle SO to do / Than sent he a seruaunt of his, that was wele 
Roivesto spoken, secrete and wise, to his lieftenaunt, and sent hvm worde at 

attack tlie *; ^ , ' , , , ,' , , rr. , 

suitauinrear what hourc he wold make thassaute vpon the lurke, warnyng hym 

to be there yfiih alle the power he might make ; and that ho shold 1 2 
first set vpon the Turke; and while he was yn hande vfith hym 

and front at vpoue the tone side, wolde he haue alle his power come oute of the 
towne, & sett on hym on the tothir side. 

"E haue wele herde how the Turke was determyned to sende 16 
for his counselle and alle his Capitaynes / & so he did / and 
whan they were bifore hym, he seide vnto them in this 

The Sultan maucr / " ffairc lorde«, the cause that y haue sent for you is this / 

ca^ before ye knowc wclc, first, the takyng of my Sone ; I suppose also, ye 20 
vndirstonde thavowe that he hath made, whiche twrneth me to 
grete displeasir / for if y were dede, the payne that y haue taken in 

His Son 11 my conquest shold litil profite ; for his avowe is, af tir my dethe to 

conquests J * yeldc it agciu / and ye knowe wele y haue no moo childreen nor 24 
othir heyre than him, sauf my brother, whiche y shati not right 
wele accorde vfiih " / than seide he smylyngly / " ye knowe wele 

his death is also, how by the avowes that haue be made, my dethe is swome / 
* Also my aduersary hath made his avowe to diffende his lande, and 28 

[iif.84,bk.] neuir to trete with me / ye se ^oure conduyte, and thexploite of 

his men are warrc that wc hauc done / If y coude se you of as good corage as y 
lear . ^^^^ ^^^^ y^^ before tymes, y shold be wele comforted / but sith 
we came bifore this towne, I sawe no good assaute made by vs; 32 
wherfore y pray you gete agein yoi^r good corage, and I shaH: not 
leue you, but here you company in alle daungers " / Thus endid his 
wordes ; and they aUe withdrewe them, and spake togedre a while ; 
and than, by one of the best of them, he was answerd in this wise / 36 

Hie Council " Sir, wc hauc alle wele vndirstand yowr seyng / and thervpone 
'" spoken togedre / and right humbly we beseche you / of that I shal 
say vnto you, to take no displeasir / for it is as late to broke vnto 
you now -as it can be / and if we had durst, we had doiie it long 40 
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sith / ye knowe, sir, the hardness© and aduetsifcee that is nowe 'Your 
come on. you / and it semeth, sauf yowr displeasir / that the naturalt aii of your 
pite that a ffadir or a hrother ought to haue, or a good prince, to 
4 his suggette* & setniauntes, is gretly quenchid and almoost failed yn 
you / whiche is a grete pite and damage / and hath caused alle yoitr 
frendes and seruaunte* to he vtfcirly discomforted ; we knowe wele, 
for thise causes haue thises avowes he made on yowr persone / ye 
8 knowe youre sone in daunger, that might haue ben yolden vnto you wouldn't 
you for a right meane man, to regarde of hym / hut ye wold be so"'* •»* 
therto in no wise agreable / hut to put hym in thaventure of dethe / could, 
and alle yowr trewe seruauntes, that were prtsoners with hym, and 

12 alle them that ye had leyde in plegge for the kynge yowr hrother ; 
yea / and perauenture his owne persone, ffor we knowe hym suche / 
that forto suffre dethe he will not hreke his promes ; and that might 
ye perceyue wele, by the cristen man that he deliuered " / Than 

16 answerd the Turke, and seide : **by that delyueraunce haue y lost 

my sone. But whatsoeuer hath he done hifore this tyme / be it The suitan 
good or euyti, we he in suche cas nowe as ye se / whiche we may in a bad 
not long endure wtt/iout othir pwrueaunce : and it toucheth you alle 

20 as well as to me / and therfore y haue assembled you to haue yowr 

aduise / put out of jout hertes all rancowr & debates, and remembre wiiafs to be 
the matiers nowe, yn suche cace as they are yn " / It semed to them 
alle that were there, that debates might litil auauntage / and that 

24 they ^most purvey for othir remedy, for they were in right grete p leafssj 
scarste of vitailes, by the kyng of Siziles lieftenaunt and his folkes, 
whiche dayly toke it from them. The Turke asked thavice of hym 
that best pleased hym the reason of / whiche saide in this wise / 

28 " sir, for tho causes that haue be rehersed here / men shal not se one of the 

Council 

folkes speke to-gedir a doseyn wordes, but it is of the conduyte of answers:— 
you / and of yowr hoste / and to sey the trouthe of their corage and 
wille / it is no thing towardes you nor joui warres / as they were 
32 whan ye came hider / for euery man seith / that in youre persone, •Tourfoiksee 
as to the guydyni? of yowr warres, they se neither rewle nor "or order m 

o J J o J 7 J your conduct 

ordenaunce; wherby they are so discoraged, that xx" Sizilians are of this war. 
worth an .C. of yowr folkes. Also youre vitailes faile you / and 

36 wynter shall come on hastily, and ye haue not folkes y-nough to 
holde yo2*r sege / and for to conduyte yowr vitaile / wherfore the 
kyng of Siziles folkes distressith them dayly that conduyte it / And 
therfore, myn aduise shalbe this / that, or ye haue any grettir losse, You'd better 

40 that ye breke vp the sege / and drawe ye alt this wynter tyme in-to siege. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



140 The Turks resolve to raise the Siege of Naples, 

fiuche townes of this Eeaume as ye hatie conquered / men shalL? sey 
that this shallc not be for your honour / but byholde / if ye abide 
here any lenger, what honoz^r ye may wynne therby / I dare sey, at 
The longer last ye shal be fayn to de parte, whan ye shal haue spent youre 4 
the greater ricliesse, and perauenture lost many moo of jour folkeir, wherthorugh, 
shame 'u be. jqu^ departyng than shal be grettir damage and more shame than 
it shold be at this day / for in defaute of yitaile, can ye not gate 
that place yet / it is so wele purveide / & by trety ye can not gete 8 
it / fEor ye knowe wele what avowe the kynge hath made ; wherfore 
ye may entende by no meane to haue it but by force ; and beholde 
hou fer ye are therfrom / for sith ye came hider, was not one of vs 
so hardy that durst thinke to approche to their walles / wherfore, 12 
alle thinge* considered, with yowr correccion I am of thopinion of 
When you've your departyng. And whan ye shalle be wttMrawen in-to what 

withdrawn -i.t-* -iii-i i 

to one of your Townc of this Ecaume it shall please you / ye may sonde than to 

towns, yott * */ i >/ ^ 

hr?n**fOT *^® ^^^ lovdes of yoMr Eeaume, to sliewe them yn what cas ye be / 16 

more help, qj^^ make them to take aduise amongcij them, and sende you suche 
counseH as they thinke best / and then most they nedes helpe to 

p If. 86, bk.] execute ^ suche counselt as they gif you ; and from hensforth 

aflferme yotnr self to bileue yowr couDselt, and to werke by their 20 
aduise / for the moost wise that lyueth, hath nede of counselt and 
aduise / and if it please yon so to do / ye shalt kepe that ye hane 
conquered ; for youre enemy is not mighti / And y trust, if it will 

and do better pleaso YOU to bilcuo yottr kynno and counselle, by the next somer 24 

next sun- * •» v v 

nwr.* your honowr shal be recouerd, and be in as good caas as euir it 

was." Thise wordes, herde by the Turke, displeased him no 
thinge / and so he asked the tothir folowyng, their aduises / But 
euery man was so weried and annoied, that they were of the same 28 
opinion. The Turke then concluded on this opinion, seyng / " ye 
blame that y haue not done by counsel, and yet me semeth, by 
vsyng of this counsell, bothe shame & blame shal bifalle me / but 
The Sultan as hereyn y wol leue myn opinion / and do by yoMr aduise and 32 
retire from counselle ! and me thinkith it were cood to knowe the day of oure 

the siege in o j 

twelve days, departyng." than concluded they on the xij'? day folowyng / And 
that shold be in the night / euery man shold trusse his tente and 
his callage / and euery man be on horsbak at the sprynge of day / 36 
The conclusion this taken, euery man was warned that had any 
charge / but the day of their departyng was ouir longe & damage- 
able for theym / IT Ye haue wele herde here-bifore of thentiTprise 
that the kynge of Sizile had taken, and how he had assert^yned 40 
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his lieftenaunt therof; and the messanger had quytbe hym so 
wele, that he we^ entred secretly in-to the Towne agein / and 
reported vnto the kynge, for trouthe, that in his lieftenaunt shold 
4 be no defaute / for he wold be there with moo than .x, thousand Bat the next 

morning, at 

men / at suche houre as the kynge had cowmaundid him / whiche p.»"«^o;.*»y» 

' ./ o / the Sicilian 

houre was at the poynt of the day, when men might vnnethes se / ^*JJJJ| Vitu 
and they had taken that houre / for cause the tothir ij. puissaunce* ^^"^^ ""'' 
8 of the Turke might not so easely come to-gedir vnto hym as if it 
had ben day / The day of this entirprise was on the morowe aftir 
the turke had assembled his counselt, as ye haue herde. This night 
the kynge of Sizile made alle purueaunce for his goyng forth, as he 

12 that wold be there him-self. vndir his baner that day he herde 
masse, & made aUe his company do the same / and than toke he 
leue of the queue and of alle the ladies, whiche he lef te fulle sore 
wepyng ; for grete drede had they of hym / and of his company. 

16 The kynge wente downe, and came to the gate^, praing alle his ni^f^gi 
folkes to quyte hem ^wele, for if they might abate the Turkey (the King 
pride / they shold from thensforth lede the remenaunt of their hMrtlmd bi» 
lyues in ioie and in disport, for by this meane shold ende the 

20 warres / wherthorugh so moche cristen people had died / fferaunt, 
that was bifore wtt^ his company, whan he shold go oute, he es- 
corted in like wise his iij. seruaunte^ ;- and they made their avowes 
to god, that, shold outher dye, or be the first that shold come to the 

24 Turkey tenter, and if they founde him there, they shold put them 
in deuoir to accomplissh their maisters avowe / In like wise, as the 
kynge hath monysshed his folkes / so did the lieftenaunt, that was 
wit^ut, and nerre vnto the Turkey tente*, exorted his folkes, shew- 

28 yng them that his entirprise was not for no smalle scarmyssh or 
assemble / but either to destroie the Turke, or to dye in the quarelle / 
eueri man promysed hym to do wele ; & that for drede of dethe 
they wold not lette to accomplissh the kynges pleasirs / And as 

32 they were in thise worde*, they were so nygh their enemyes that 

they were amonges tenter and pavilions / and came with suche attacks, and 
strength and corage, that at their first comyng they bare downe alle tuISSi? 

, ., . , . -,. 1 , tents, slaying 

that they mette Wit/fc, ouirthrowmg pavilions, and sleyng men so their mm. 

36 many, that it was meruaile to se / Than was the crie and the noise 
so moche, that they herd it in-to the Towne / than they opened the 
gates / and fferaunt and his company went first out, and went Ferant saiiies 
streight vpon the Turke* wacche, whiche they lightly destroied / 

40 than came they to the Turkey loggyng / whiche they fonde fortified / 
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but litil while endured it ageinst them / The kynge folowed fferaunt 
with grete corage, and alle his folkc* / and pe7'ceyued wele anon that 
the Turke* loggyng was wonne ; wherof , if he were glad and ioifult, 
The 8 Princes it 18 uo questiou. The iij. felawes, that y haue spoken of before, that 4 
the'saitan's moche desired to acconiplissh their promes, did so moche that they 
came to the Turke* tent, whereas fond hym accompayned with alle 
his folkea, that were than assembled in barneys, praying them to 
quite hem wele / when the iij. ffelawes sawe this company, they 8 
iiaving sent sent anoou for the kynge, whiche came forthwith ; and whan they 
of sicUy, " sawe tlie kynge nere them / they smote yn amonge^ their enemyes 
vfi\h suche strength and corage, that lightly they made them weye / 
for they ouirthrewe all/; that abode their strokes. The kynge, that 12 
was nere them, behelde hem in grete meruaile, thinkyng that it was 
impossible for any mortalle bodies to haue done that they did. Thus 
[I If. 86, bk.] in litil while, ^the grete puissaunce that was aboute the Turke, 
root the brake, and was discomtite / than wolde he haue yolden him / but 16 

'forks. J I 

The suiton noman wolde take him. Thise iij. ffelawes, whan they sawe him 

offers to V f ^ 

surrender, in that caas, coude not fynde in their herte« to lay handed on him / 
and take him pnsoner they might not, for their auowes ; so lette 
but the foot- they the fote men to slee hym / and made to smyte of his hede, & 20 

soldiers cut ^ t ... 

offhis head, put it ou a spcre / And whan the kynge of Sizile sawe he had the 

on a spear, ouirhand of his enemyes / he made to bio we re tray te, for drede of 

the tothir ij. puissaunces / for by than was the sonne risen. And 

euery man, seing the kyngea baner wttAdrawe / drewe them vnto 24 

him glad & ioifult, wtt^ prisoners and richesse out of nombre. Thus 

The Sicilians drewe they hem alle vnto the Towne ; for wele they wist the se^e 

Naples. was ended / hou be it, they might haue had grete harme by the 

remenaunt of the Turke* folkes, seyng they were sore foughten with 28 
The two other a-fore / Thise othir ij company es of the Turke* were assembled 
Divisions to-ffedre & embatailed for to come vnto the Turke ; but anone they 

hold together, ° ' '' 

were assertayned that he was dede, and alle his logging ouirthrowen / 
and so they kepte hem stille to-gedre / they sawe the kynge with- 32 
drawe to the towiie, and entred yn with alle his folke* alle at his 
pleasir. The ladies were assertayned of the grete iouruay and good 
auenture, that god by his grace had youen the kynge vpon his 
enemyes : than went they to chirche, to thanke god / The kynge, 36 
whan he came to the Towne, he alight at the Chirche, and alle the 
belles of the Towne range / he and alle his folkes thonked god with 
goode herte / and made his offrynge* / and aftir went to his 
loggyng / and made to purvey that his lief teuaunt and alle his folkes 40 
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were wele logged / They had be there but litil while, but the 
wacche tolcle them for trouthe that the tothir ij. compayiies of the but soon 
Turke* departed / Than shortly the kynge and alle his folkc« went 
4 to horsbake, and folowed their enemyes / and wit/iyn short space 
ouirtoke them / and they wold haue embatailed them / but they 
were so affraied and discoraged, as they that had lost their hede / 
for they abode but litil while / but toke them to flee / and than the take to night, 
8 chace bigan, whiche dured a iij. or iiij. niyle, wherin were so many and are cut 
slayne, that it was meruaile to thinke, for there was no diffence sfcuLiff 
amonge^ them, than the kynge made his loWies to retottme agein 
yn-to the ^Towne / and made to take alle the good that was bilong- [i leaf 87] 

1 2 yng to the Turke and his hoste, to be departed amongeif his folkes, 

to eu^ry man aftir his degre / and was good innumerable, biside the who take 
prisoners they had go ten / Also they fonde in the vessells that and 2,000,000 
caried gold and siluer, more than ij. Millions of golde / eueri man 

16 was so wele garnyssed wtt/i othir goodes, that they toke litil hede 
therof ; but by a couien assent, and with good hert, gaf it vnto the 
kynge for to mayntene his warres / prouidyng that they might do 
their owne pleasirs wit^ their prisoners. The kynge with good 

20 wille agreed ther-to, and sawe him by this meane riche y-nough to 
mayntene his warres, and for to coTiquere a nother reaume ther-to. 
Of alle the goodes that were goten there, Sumome, Athis and Ector, The s Princes 

,,,,...; i. . , ,. ;« , ' of France, 

were not the bettur / for euen man knewe bim self a kynge^ sone / Scotland, 

' "^ *^ ' and England 

24 and thought, now the warres were ended, they had litil nede of ^iu not 
good / for they shold haue good y-nough, bothe for them self, and plunder, 
to make their felawes riche y-nough for euir / and thought eche of 
theim, if his felowe knewe that he were a kyng68 sone, they had 

28 ben to famylier wtt^ him. Thus had alle thies iij. kynge^ sones one 
thought / and eche of them thought neuir to faile his felawes, but 
to make them riche for euir. many folkys meruailed moche that 
thise iij. toke nomore hede of good / for they toke hede of non 

32 othir thinge, but only to be wele horsid and wele armed / and wele 
beseyne / & of alle this lakkid they nought at any tyme they wold 
aske it. whan they were retoumed agein vnto their logginge*, 
Tnarmed & wele araied, they semed liker aungells than men / The Tiiey look 

36 kynge of Sizile rehersed in the presence of the ladies, and of alle than men. 
theim that were there, the grete worthinesse that he had sen in 
them iij. that day bifore the Turkes tente / and seide that he was 
half abassed and aferde to beholde the grete noblesse of them ; and 

40 tolde howe they had parted the prese, and- how many folkes fille 
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downe aboute them for fere of their strokes ; so many, that their 
horses might vnnethe haae rowme to stande in / than tolde he aftir 
of the dethe of the Turke ; And that, notwithstandyng the grete 
crueltee that eche of theym had foiinde in hym / whan they sawe 4 
him in wille to yelde him / there was none of theym wolde lay 
hande on him / but lete the f ote men allone wtt^ him. Euery man 
^had grete pleasir to here the kynge reherce the Honour and 
noblesse of thise iij. yonge gentilmen / This night passed the kynge 8 
forth in grete ioie / and on the morowe made many masses to be 
seide, in thanking god of their good fortune / Aftir dyner, assembled 
he his counselle, to take aduise vpon suche besinesse as he had to 
do, for he was bothe wise and worthy, and Idued and dred god / 1 2 
and for thise causes eueri man loued him, and desired to serue him. 
And, aftir his power, he had ben aliwey large and curtaise / and 
right famylier wit/i noble folkc* / wherfore he had their loue so 
fermely, that, for to dy, they wold leue hym in no daunger / fl whan 16 
his counselle was assembled, he saide amonge^ them in this wise / 
" My trewe & kynde frendes, by whom at this day I haue hadde 
this high and noble fortune / wherby y may come to the recouere 
of alle my reaume / yet can y not leue to calle on you, to put you in 20 
daunger for me / notwithstandyng the grete damages & harmes that 
ye haue suffred for my sake / ye se wele, my trewe frendes & 
sogettes, the estate of oure enemyes, and of vs bothe / wherupon y 
pray you to counselle me / for the wele of cristendome and the 24 
recouere of my reaume / and y am redy in what ye wille aduise me, 
to iubarde my body and my goodes to thaccomplisshment therof , if 
me thinke it be leefult." This counselle was long in takyng, for 
they knewe wele it was tyme and nede / wherfore they counseiled 28 
the kynge to tary not, but to ouir-ride his reaume / and to conquere 
the townes agein, that the Turke had wonne ; ff or they thought 
wele, if he went shortly ther-aboute, his enemyes were yet in suche 
drede & discomfort, that he shold fynde litil diffence in them / 32 
And they thought it neded not to telle Orkays yit the dethe of his 
ffadir, notwithstandyng he had made his avowe to yelde alle agein / 
but they thought it shold be grettir honowr for the kynge to 
cowquere it agein by might. IT In this maner was it ordeyned and 36 
concluded / and the kynge made alle comoners to departe, sauf only 
men of werre and sowdiowrs / This night made he redy alle thinges 
for to kepe the felde, an[d] on the morowe was alle his ordenaunce 
& Artilry carted redy to go forth / And the queue and hir doughtir, 40 
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and alle hir ladies, went vnto a faire Castelle, but iiij. myle thens. 
By than was spied the tidynge* of the grete victory thorugh alle ah the 
his Reaume / wherof they made meraailoua ioie / and yelded than- rejoice at 
4 ^kynge^ to god. On the morowe, came many folke* vnto the C*i«rf88J 
kynge, bringyng vitaile and othir stuff / so that the kyiig wende 
there had not ben so many holdyng the cristen feith in a gret parte 
of his Reaume / Than concluded the kynge, to sende forth tidynge* and new* of 
8 to alle cristen princes, of the victory that god had youen him / than auciiri»tiao 
were messangers sent to euery Reaume ; so that, wtt^yn litil while, 
this grete iot^may was knowen thorugh alle cristendome / & euery 
prince made processions to be gon, thorugh-out his Reaume / and 

12 belles to be rongen in euery chirche, for the good aventure / & 
many suche, as had take litil hede of the kynge of Sizile, or of his 
Reaume, and had called him an vnhappy kynge / nowe calle they 
hym wele vred, & repente them of their seyng / The kynge of 

lo Sesile, seing his grete puissaunce, & wille of his folke*, went forth t)mK\xm^ 
conqueryng on his enemyes / and wanne w*tA assaute the first J!j'7g|^,j!^ 
towne he came vnto, whiche was the strengist of the Reaume, sauf ^^n** 
only that / that himself had be biseged yn / but they wttfeyn the 

20 towne had lost alt corage / wherfore ther was founde litil dilfence 
in them / and alle they were put to dethe, wet^ut takyng of any 
one prisoner / This takyng put the remenaunt of the turk«d in 
suche drede / that daily they departed out of the land / The kynge 

24 of Luby him-self, and alle his company, were goon agein in-to his 
owne Reaume / they that abode, were hopeles of any socowr or aide 
that might come to them / wherby, in litil while, what by force and 
by tretee, the moost part of the Reaume was recouerd, sauf twoo or except 2 or s 

near the sea. 

28 thre Townes, that were nigh the see / and that was, for they thought 
that they might sonner haue socot^r than any that was withjn the 
Reaume / The kynge, that was sore trauailed / and it was than 
wynter, toke counselle to lete them be til somer, and than to 

32 assemble his power agein / and to lay sege to them, and wynne 
them / Than lefte he fferaunt in the next place fat ioyned vnto 
them / for grete trust had he in him / and went home him self / 
and abode the remenaunt of the wynter with the quene and his 

36 faire doughtir, whom him thought tyme was to be maried / But 
abouo alle thing, he desired to bistowe hir to a man of grete honowr 
and worthinesse. U Nowe shalle we leue a while of the grete warres 
of Sizile, & speke of Almayne. [Illumination : on rights Messengers 

40 giving a letter to a King: on left, Kings, Bishops and Lords.] 

THREE kings' SONS. L 
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£Jif.88,bk.] TTN that tjrae had the Empenmr a due of Braswitt, named 
rISteriffr'' I feederike, the which^, for none nede that the kynge of SizUe 
BruiMwick, p had, nor his Eeanme, woldfi neuir entende to do him aide nor 
soeour / And for tiouthe, he was olde & heyonde the yeies to here 4 
annes / heside his age, was he as couetous as any man might he / 
thise ij. principalle causes letted hym to do any aide to the Eeaume 
% of SizUe / There .is nohody, he he olde or yonge, hut ones shalt dy / 

^««- This Emp^'ours tyme came, that nede^ he most departe out of the 8 

world / and lefte grete tresour hehinde him, whiche, aftir his dethe, 
litil profited him / and in his lif did him noo worship / for it 
diffendid him to accomplissh suche thing^a as hy his dignite and 
Th« Electors office he ought to do. aftir his dethe, anone the Chesers of thempyre 12 

were assembled, and aduised amonges them, whom they might make 
Snipire to Emperofir ; and concluded amonge* them that the kynge of Sizile 
8idiy,"whof ^hold he it / for he had endured grete trauaile and peyne for the feith. 

So they purueyde in alle haste to he ascertayned of his pleasir / and 16 
hefille so, that on cristmasse day the presentacion of the Empire was 
thu* becomes brought hym, whiche he resceyued f ulle humbly / Thus was the 
kynge of Sizile Emperour, and purposed to do more seruice to god, 
if the cace requyred, than euir did he before hym / Than ordeyned 20 
he his aray, accordyng to his estate, more rially than it had ben 
bifore. Whan thise tidynges were knowen thorugh the Eeaume, 
they made grete ioie / and euery man seide, that he was moost 
worthy to be it, of any man that lyued / In this meane oeason, 24 
Surnome and his ij. felaws asked leue of their maister to go vnto 
an Enterprice; and he graunted them, and accompayned theim 
[« leaf 89] ^nght mlghtly / they tolde their maister no thing whider they 

went / and he enquered them not / for he trusted y-nough in their 28 
The biggest honowr & wisdomes / than went they vnto a Townc, that was the 

Sicilian town ' "^ ' 

in Turkish biggest that was in the turke« handea / than sent they bifore of 
their folke« to be hidde in a wode but litil thens / and them-self 
went vnto the towne with suche feliship as pleased them / & scalet 32 
it be night / even ageinst the point of the day / & were entred 
vpon the walles of the maister Toure or any man espied them / 

is taken than went they downe, and opened the gates / and lete the remen- 

aunt come yn, that were in a busshment without, and than aroos 36 
the noise and the cry thorughout the towne / and euery man wold 

by the s haue gooi^ to their hameys / but it was to late / by the noblesse of 
thise iij. and of their company, was the Towne sone deliuerd of alle 
the Turkes / for they made serche euery house, and slewe as many 40 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Emperor tells Orcays of the Defeat of his TurkSy &c. 147 

as they coiide fynde wtt^yn the Towne / Then eawe they in the andaiitiie 
hauen, liyng many vesselles / wherin they supposed was the richesse »" »wm. 
of the Towne. Than made they alle thise goodes to he departed 
4 amonge^ theur company / and whan eneiy man was rewarded & 
wele logged / they made a lettir to their maister / and sent him 
worde howe they hadde done / " praying hym, if it pleased hym, to 
come thider, or ellis to cowimaunde them his pleasir^" Whan flferaunt 
8 sawe the letters, he redde them with glad chere / and perceyued 
wele that his folkes had wonne Gayett, the moost stronge place tiiIs town is 
that was wt't^yn the Eeaume of Sizile / Than was he as ioyfult as 
any man might he / and toke suche company as pleased hym, and 

12 went vnto them / and, at his departyncj, wrote a lettir vnto the 
Emperowr, shewing him alle this matier, how it was / and howe 
grete a wele it was for his Heaume ; ffor as long as the turkes had 
ben able to kepe that place, they might haue kepte alle the cuntre 

16 aboute them in tribute, and vfiUiyn that lettir he had closed the 
lettir that had be sent hym by his iij. se7'uaunte». H Now leueth 
the tale a while to speke of them, & retourneth to speke of Orkays. 

TRouthe it was, that he knewe wele that the sege was departed / The Turkish 
but he knewe not in what maner / notwiV^tandyng he en- orcays 
quered often / but noman wolde ^tellf? him, for the Emperowr [* if. 89, bk.] 
had commaundid so / and so he knewe wele, sith the sege was 
broken, he coude not be delyuered wMout raunsome / wherfore he 

24 desired to speke with the Emperowr / and the Emperottr went vnto 
him ; to whom he seide / " sir, y knowe certaynly that f e sege fat 
was this before the Towne, is no lenger / wherfore y beseche you 
that ye wille eutende to my delyueraunce / and y promyse you that 

28 y shalt do my trewe deuoir to make the pees and accorde bitwene 
my lorde my fadir, and you " / ** fforsothe," saide the Emperowr / 
"it is alle othir wise than ye knowe; but entre in-to yondir litil 
chambre / and ij. or iij. of your folkes, suche as best shalle please 

32 you / and y shalt telk you suche thinge« as touche you right nere " / 
than went he in-to the chambre / and the Emperoier called v. or vj. 
of his counselle wtt^ hym / and went in to Orkais, and saide vnto 
hym / " my frende, for youre wele, it behoueth that ye be aduertised 

36 for suche thinge* as are befallen sith ye were prisoner" / than tolde istoMofthe 
he him alle holly the dethe of his ffadir / the destrucceon of his f»ther; 
folke«, what nombre was ded of them / Af tir, he tolde him theandofti»e 

' . loss of his 

recouere of his places / and of the takyng of his last place, that towus. 
40 was wonne agein by Surnome and his felawes. Than tolde he him 

L 2 
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the grace that god had yoaen him, to he chosen a diffendour of the 
ciisten feith ; and ho v he was Emperour ; wherhj he was hounde 
to majntene & enciese the cristen lawe. Aftir he had tolde Orkais 
omji b not this, he seide, vpon^ the request that he hade made vnto him for his 4 



Jjdtorrawm delyii«raQnce / that he entendid not to pat him to fjnaoneey hifore 
pjjjjjjj^j he had hy force recouerd his inheritaunce / and than he wolde he 
hn^sidUan agroahlc to his delyueraunce / Orkais, hering thies tidynge*, by the 
whiche he yndirstode the dethe of his ffadir / and of many a noble 8 
man that was with him / wherfore he made grete sorow & lamen- 
tacton, & so did alle suche of his folke^ as he had with him / so 
moche that noon of hem coude speke a worde. But at laste, a wise 
knyght of his seid vnto him, *' My lorde I suche be the aventuies of 12 
this world / there is no man can be assured here, of parfit wele / and 
as for this losse, ye can not recouere it by your sorowe / Wherfore 
the best mesne of remedy is, sith it is so fortuned, now to ouirpasse 
this sorowe / & to remembre the best waies for yowr self / for ye be 16 
As oroajB u rightf ult heire vnto the Turke : & his inheritaunce most descende 

now SouaB, 

ynto you / and your abidyng here shalle gretly anuoie you / and 
C> iMfw] litil profit vnto the Emperour that is here pre^sent. It is not Longe 

sith ye aduowed bifore Hym / if the Turke were dede, that ye wolde 20 
delyuere vnto his handed as moche as the Turke shold leue you of 
this Beanme ; wherfore, it is wele done now, that ye accomplissh 
your auowe / and as for your delyueraunce, ye may apointe wtt/i 
him to his pleasir / aftir your power " / " Trewly," saide Orkais, 24 
ho d«eiarw " that y hauc promysed and auowed, y am redy to holde " / the 
his promiM Emperour thankid him / " nathelees," he saide, " that he purposed, 
Ms siefiUav ^either be tretise nor apointement, to recouere no place of his owne 
Empwror. Eeaumc, but like as it had ben taken fro him by force / so wolde 28 
he Wynne it agein, or euir that he entendid to the deliueraunce of 
any prisoner that he had " / Orkais, hering this answere, wiiJi the 
remenaunt of his sorowe, was passyng heuy and pensiff, and toke 
leue of the Emperour / and retoumed to his logging / where he 32 
endured in grete sorow / til such tyme as ye shalle here-aftir here / 
fferaunt, as y haue seide yoa, did so wele, that he came saufly to 
the town^ that his folke^ had newly taken / where as his thre 
seruaunteff iq^uUy receyued him / ye may wele wite there was grete 36 
ioie amonge^ them ; for he loued them thre as wele as they had ben 
his owne children. "Now shall y tell* you of the Turkea foYkes that 
were retoumed in-to their Cuntrees. [Illumination : March of Troops 
from a City: haggage-icaggmiSy footmen^ horsemen and Cliiefs,^ 40 
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M 



Any tymes bi-fore, hadde they retowrned wtt^ grete glorie, The Turki 
semyng to them that al the world miglit not endure ageinst homebMield, 
them / But now is it othirwise / for they retowmed witA 
4 heuy chere for their maister, that they had thus pitously lost for 
lakke of corage. They that wei-e in the coutre abidyng, hering and their 
this sorowfull tidinge« of the dethe of their lorde, coursed the houre Sere,'^ 
that eulr suche fleers were born«, and helde them as shamed men, 
8 wttAout houottr / and they that had lost their frendes, wolde fulle 
^fayne haue putt them to dothe / Thus wist they not whedir to go / p if.»o. bk.] 
but were fayne to hide them in their houses / as they that durst 
not be shewed / wlsshyng that they had neuir departed out of 

12 Sizile / but that they had ben slayne whan their maister was / the 
Borowe was right grete ouir alle the Turkey lande, vii\h bWb his 
80gett6«, whan they knewe the trouthe of his dethe / and that he 
had but one only sone, whiche was yit prisoner / thus had they have no 

16 no recomfort / for the moost part of the grete loide* that shold helpe 
to sustene them and comfort them, were dede in the company of 
their lorde / natheles, at last they toke hert vnto them / and 
assembled the iij. estates throughout alle the lond, to take counselle 

20 and auise vpone the gouernaunce of euery contre & lordshipe / <& of 
the deliueraunce of their yonge lord / and as they were for this 
nede assembled, came tidinge^ vnto them of the grete losses that 
they daily had in Sizile / and of the good and stronge Towne that 

24 the iij. felawes had newly conquered, as ye haue herde bifore, wher^ 
of they were right sorowfulle / Nathelees they ordeyned vpon their 
othir businesse, holdyng the Eeaume of Sizile for lost / & alle the «nd hold 
richesse that was caried thider, as is bifore rehersed / thinkyng 

28 wele this losse might not be recouerd by them / wherfore they con- 
cluded to take aduise vpone the remenaunt of their charge / whiche 
the grettist was, to haue agein there yong Lorde that might goueme 
them / yn whom they hadde grete afl&aunce / wherfore they con- but eiiey wish 

32 eluded to make a request vnto the Emperowr to haue saufcondite Orcaye. 
for some of them to come to him / and purveide connynge officers 
of armes to be sent vnto the Empero2^r / for the request of this 
saufcondite. IT Now leue we them with their charge, and retourne 

36 to the Emperour. 

This meane while the wynter passed, and the newe ceason 
approche / the Erape^'ot^r assembled all his counsel^, and the 
Capitaynes, suche as he had moost affiaunce yn, and there 
40 was speche of alle his bessyuesse / and concluded that, yn the 
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moneth of lune, the Emp«rot/r shold be in the felde, & his puis- 
sannce, to conquere agein the remenauut of his places that his 
enemyes helde witJijn his Eeaume / among all« othir that were sent 
for / fferaunt was comen thider / and had lefbe his iij. semaunte« 4 
kepyng the places tliat they hadde wonne. ^wherof the Empcrowr 
was sore troubled that they were not come / and so was faire 
lolante that loued hem ful hertUy / and in esspecialle Le Sumome. 
wherfore she desired moche to se them, and so did alle othir ladies 8 
and gentilwomen ; and some of them seide unto hir, to trouble hir / 
for they knewe wele she desired moche to se them / that they herde 
sey / that, at the takyng of the place, Le Sumome was slayne / and 
the tothir ij. were wounded to the dethe ; but ther was noon that 1 2 
wolde telle it to the Emp^rour, for troublyng of him. This faire 
lady, heryng thise tidyngc*, toke suche sorow at hir hert, that she 
might neither ete ne drynke / she thought alway that she sawe 
them bifore hir / doing hir suche seruice as they were wont to do / 16 
and had in hir self y-nough of ymaginac/ons of the beaute and 
maner of their persones / and of the grete pite and damage that was 
of their deth / wliiche, as she thought, was incomparable / and this 
thought was neuir out of hir mynde. hou be it, bifore hir fadir, 20 
she couerd hir sorow as wele as she might ; But she coude not so 
wele couer it, but that he pcrceyued hir hert was not in ease / and 
he had no moo children but hir / wherfore it greued him moche 
the more to see her in that / So on a day he toke hir a-part, and 24 
asked hir what hir ayled / for he saw wele she was right heuy / 
and she thankid his grace, and saide there was no suche thing ; for 
gretely she dred to telle hym, in as moche as it was tolde hir 
secretly / and also, if he shold knowe therof, she wist wele / he 28 
shold make right grete sorowe. The Emperot^r was not content 
with this answere / but toke hir forth with hym in-to an Inner 
chambre / and wold nedes wite whi it was / than kneled she downe 
a-fore him / and bisought him, that what so euir she shold gey 32 
vnto hym, that he wold not be troubled ther-with / nor also to 
thinke in hir, that any fonde loue caused hir to haue the annoy pat 
she had, but only the grete losse & damage of him and of his 
Eeaume / than tolde she him / how she hadde herd say that Surnome 36 
sholde be slayne at the last town^, that was taken / and his othir 
ij. felawes wounded to the dethe / and this was it that caused hir 
to bo so sorowfuH, to thinke that so noble persones as they were / 
and by whom grete honour and wele was come to him / and to his 40 
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Keaume, sholde be now so sone ded & destroied / And whan the 
Emperowr ^herde thise tidynges / he thought verily it had ben [Mf.9i,bk.j 
sothe / & had suche sorowe / that he lened liim downe on bis bed / The Em- 

' . peror grieves 

4 and might not speke. he bade bis douglit^ sende for fferaunt / she n>r the news, 
did so / and he came anone / and founde the Emperour liync;, his and has 

' ' r i? o> Ferant sum- 

yen f ulle of teeres / and coude not speke a worde to him / wherof >**o"d. 

iSeraant was meruailously abasshed / and kneled downe bifore him, 

8 biseching bim to telle him / what hym ayled / for in alle his liff had 

he neuir see him in suche plite / for no losse that enir bifelle him. 

So atte laste the Emperowr^tolde him of tbisd tidinge* wt't^ fulle 

grete payne / for his hert was so sora enclosed that he might 

12 vnnethe speke / and whai fferamit herd this, he was sore abasshed / 
80 that he wist not what to thinke / for the grete lone that he had 
to his iij. seruauntea ; hou be it, that he had seen them sith / and 
lefte them wele y-nough at ease / than seido he to the Emperour* / 

16 " trewly, sir, than are they dede sith my departyng / for y lefte Perantsays 
them alle hole & sauf / and if it were othlr-wise, y wote wele y shold s Pnnces t.ufe 

and soaud. 

not long endure aftir them / for y haue noon bonoz^r, but, next god, 
it cometh me of them / wher-fore it sholde be right hard and heuy 

20 to me, if it were so / to make suche chere as y do / alas ! how shold 
y mow comfort an othir / and ther were no cause of comfort in my 
self" / "forsothe," saide the Empcrowr, "y leve you wele"/ 
" trewly, sir,*' saide fferaunt / " the place they be yn is not to be 

24 lefte, but in the bander of right trewe and noble men ; and that was 
the cause y lefte them there " / Than departed tferaunt from the 
kyng, and sent in alia haste a messanger vnto them / and praied He aends for 
them to come vnto hym / and to purvey, so that the towne were 

28 surely kepte / Assone as they herde thise tidynge*, they were right 
ioyf ulle / and moche desired they to se the Emperowr / and in es- 
specialle his faire doughter, to whom they were alle thre semauntc^^ / 
and thus departed they assone as they might / and wttAyn litil 

32 while came to flferaimt their maister / whiche was of them as ioyful 

as any man might be / and, assone as he might, brought them to the and takes 
Emperowr, to whom he had no thing tolde that he had sent for Emperor. 
them / and assone as the Emperour sawe them / he chaunged sore / 

36 coloures / & toke them in his armes, eche one aftir othir / and 
neuir made them suche chere as he did than / and sent them forth- 
wit/i to his doughter / & whan she sawe them, she had suche ioie at and to 
hir hert / that she coude not ^a grete while speke o worde, but p leaf 923 

40 toke eche of them by the hande, and aduised them wele, tliinkyng 
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in hir self, whethir it were a dieme, or matiefr of trautbe / and whan 
loiuitehaa she might speke, die seide vnto them / ^'fforsothe, my frendes, y 
wjchHWik* sawe nenir yn my lif so lifly ded folke« as ye be" / and they 
theSPiinon answoid hir alia smylingly,^ and saide / " forsothe, madame, we are 4 
nMs.nii7i- noon othirwise ded than we were wont to be" / and therw/t/i 
came the Emp^rour to his doughters chambre, and tolde them what 
was reported of them / and than knewe they wele that the grete 
chere that men made them, was for that cause / and fro that day 8 
forth, founde they them more bounden to the Emjierot^r and to his 
fairs doughtir, and also to their maister / than they had ben bifore / 
and eche of them thought in their mynde, whan they coude se their 
ceason, they wolde me?e him for the manage of his doughtir / for 12 
they knewe noon like vnto hir in beaute / and alle othir vertues / 
H Now retourne we, and speke of the goode and noble Emperoure. 
The BiDMror iTPiHe Emperour sent for his folkes / and by than they were 
JbroU I assembled / it drewe vpone suche tyme as he had concludid 16 

1 bifore to take the felde, and so vndirstode him self right wele 
accompayned / and his ordenaunce was grete. Than went he to 
the next place of his enemyes, and bisegid it rounde a-boute / and 
wint his bMt made so sharpe assaute / that wt't^yn litil while ]>e towne was 20 
tiie Turks bj woune / and for to put the lemenaunt in drede, that helde any 
place wit^yn his reaume / alle tho that were wit^yn that towne 
were put to dethe / And aftir that / alle tho that kepte any othir 
places were so dredefulle, that they had neither wills ne corage to 24 
holde them / but some stale their wey, and lefte the places allone / 
and some deliuerd them by apointement / The Emp67*o»r taried in 
■ndaoonhaa no place to speke of / til he had perfourmed his conquest / and 
x«aim in his wlthyu Htil whilc, he had his reaume holly in his hande / The ^^ 
Emperour thus beyng on the felde / came vnto him the same 
tyme / the kynges of armes that were sent to hym oute cf Turky, 
lequiryng him for a saufcondite, like as was spoken of here to-fore / 
Themperour was conseiled to agre to this Saufcondite, in asmoche 32 
He grants a as he had accomplisshed his conquest / and so graunted a sauf- 
p If. 92, bk.] condite to CC. persones / And ^than he departed his armee, & 
to'tJSk fori* i*to«rned to thempe?iesse his wif, and apointed a day to assemble 
^"^"^ the estates of his Heaume, to take auise of suche besynesse as he 36 

had to do / and there abode he in ioie and rest / til suche day as 
he had taken / Now cometh this Day of metyng of his estate*. And 
a litil bifore, were comen the Turkes folkes, that had noon othir 
charge but to put their yong lorde to fynaunce / and the Emperour 40 
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had herd them bifore the corny ng of the estates. So when tliise 
estates wore comen / he made to assemble them vpon a gret day in 
an halle / for there were many folke« / Than, in presence of them The Emperor 
4 allOy he shewed his giete besynesse : ffirst, of the demeanyng of his council Hbout 
warres, wherof he was in no surete as yit / aftir, of the delyucr- on iiis war, 
aunce of Orkais, and othir prisoners that he hadde / for whiche «' orcayt, 
cause the Ambassato^is came to him out of Turky / aftir this, spake s. managing 

' hU Empire, 

8 he of the demeauyug of the Empyre / and that, for the grete wari*es 
that he hath had / he had not yit be in no place to receyue none of 
the crownes that to the Empyre bilonged / " Aftir," saide he, " that 
he is nowe bicome aged, and that he hath had in the warres grete 

12 payne to trauaille / wherfore it was nedefuUe for hym, fro hensforth, 
to se the meanes somwhat to be supported and holpen / But in case 
of nede, to do as welle as euer he did / with the good helpe of his 
suggettetf. but what he meute he shold shewe them, whiche was, as 

16 semed hym, to marye his doughtir to some mighti prince / by whom i. manying 
he might haue aide and comfort to discharge him of his laborous loiaute. 
troubles in his olde dayes / seyng also that she was of resonable 
yeres to be maried. Thies iiij. thinges touched his hert right nere / 

20 Requiring / that euerich of them wold take good auise hereon / 
ageinst suche houre as they shold mete ther agein." Aftir thise 
wordef seide, the emperour departed / and they that were of his 
pryve counselle, spake of thise matiers / whiche thought that two Hie Privy 

24 the first poynte^ were but one / that was, of the warres that he had hiepoinu 

1 and 2 are 

hadde / and of the deliueraunce of Orkais and his othir prisoners / ouiy one; 

for, by that one, that othir sholde be made / As thus / they semed, 

seync the Emperot/r had alle his reaume in his hande / that by the also that lie 

,,. «^,.-. .,., I. I. ,1 should get 

28 deliueraunce of Orkais he might haue a grete fynaunce for to helpe money by 

letting 

hym to his empyre / and by his delyueraunce, might he take aorcaysbe 
longe trewes of x. or xij. yere / and in the meane while might he „ i^^f gjn 
re^ceyue his crownes / and vndirstande the demeanyng of his ehouia ti»cn 

32 Empyre / and what aide he might haue there / And than, this Empire; 
trewes ended / he might go aftir in-to the Turkey Land / and put invade 
him in deuoir to encrease the cristen feith / and in this meane 
tyme / he might wele entende to the mariage of his doughtir / In and then 

36 this wise, as I haue seide, they auised the Emperowr / whiche sone daugiiter. 
agreed to their opinion touchyng his warres / and the deliueraunce 
of his prisoners / and the demeanyng of his Empyre / But he 
thought to Yse othir auise touching the mariage of his doughtir, 

40 seyng vnto them / *' Bemembre ye what a valiaunt man is worth 3 
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The Emperor for, sith the comyng of Sumome, as moche welo is fallen to vs by 
his worthynesse / as if the grace of the holy gost had lighte amonge^ 
us / ffor, fro that day sith, we haue so moche be comforted and 
enhardyed, that they that bifore, no-thyng were / became moost 4 
worthy / and moost valiaant / And on that othir side / oure 
enemyes, that were worthy and hardy, haue lost corage and strength. 
Thus may ye se, what the body of one noble man is worth / and for 
asmoche as thcr may cowardise be loggid in the hert of a right mighti 8 
kynge, aswele as in a symple pe;'sone, Therfore y wolde knowe, 
for the wele of you allc / hym that shuld hane my doughtir, for 

wmiteabnve a noble man / for y hadde leuer she had the pore hardy / than the 

poo/, for his riche cowanie / for the wele of me, my Reaume, and of you aUa .L 12 
had leuer she had one of the iij. straungers, that is to sey, Le Sur- 
nome, Ector, or Athis / if they were of roialle blode / than the moost 
riche kynge that at this day is livynge " / with thies worded, alle 
they of his counsella were right wele content / for they sawe wele it 16 
meued of grete honour / and of his corage / and moche they thought 
here vpon / for they thought it right straunge to knowe the corage 

One of the of folke* / Natheles, one of them auised hym, & saide thus / " hou 

Coandl , 

be it, that to many folkes it sliold be right harde to knowe the 20 

corage and noblesse of suche princes as shalle desire youre doughtir 

in niariage / yit it semeth to me right light to yndirstande / and y 

shalt sey you hou / Me thinkith that alle that be here, are agreed 

to take long trewes / for the causes that haue be shewed / this 24 

euffgestsa trewes endurynge / if the Emperour do make crye an high and 

ney.bymeii myghty Tottmay / wherin noon shalle toumay, but if he be de- 

oniy^for sceudid from a roialld lyne / and that he make to declare the 

lolante. ^ ' 

[111 98,bk.] ^manage of his doughtir / and that who that shalt wynne the price 28 
thre daies, shalt haue hir / whiche shalt be a grete payne to any one 
man, to haue the Renomee by iij. dayes ouir alle worthy / thus 
shalbe knowen the moost victorious & noble / And if so be that one 
man wynne not the price alle the iij. daies, then shalt the Emperour 32 
be at his choise / to chese for hir whiche of them pleasith him 
best" / And whan they had herde this opinione, they loughe / hou 
be it, they thought it right wele« saide / But among alle othir, the 
Emperour was pleased wele therwtt/i / and was vttirly concluded to 36 
shewe it bifore the iij. estates of his Eeaume / and what causes 

The Emperor meved livm / As he concluded, so ho did / and shewed it vnto them / 

adopts thU . , , ../ , . ... , 1 , , - , „ 

plan. with the iij. othir poynte^ bi-fore rehersed / wnerof they were alle 

right wele content / Aud as for the Toumay that shold be for his 40 
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doughtir / tliey thought there shold none be there / but if he were 
of Koialle blode / and iiere vnto the crowne / And than was it saide 
amongea them / that it was pite that Sumome & his ij. felawes 

4 were not of the roiallc blode / and wisshed that Sumome had be so / 
and had hir to his wif / Such conclusion as the 'Emperouv had 
taken bifore, was affemied SLmonges them. On the morowe, the 
Emperour sent for the Ambassatoures to come bifore hym / and The Emperor 

8 there they purposed for the deliueraunce of Orkais and thise othir TurkWi Am- 

•' -"^ *^ bttssadors, 

prisoners, and in like wise for the deliueraunce of kynge ffirabrace ; 
and there were they longe tyme / and coude in no wise accorde / 
and often tyme they wtt/idrewe them, & went to Orkais, that so 

12 moche desired his deliueraunce / that he rought not wele what he 

did / And atte laste they brought this worde, if that the iij. estate* who propoee 
wold so assente, that it Orkais, and kynge mrabrace, and alle the oronys. 
prisoners of their partie might be delyuered / they wolde in like «"<i o**»««" 

16 wise deliuere alle the pnsoners of themperottrs partie, if any there Jjj^jfjjjf 
were / & also gif vj. walled Townea & Castelles, suche as the priJlfueS 
Empe^xwr wold chese withyn. the Turke« land, Reseruynge the STurkuFi 
chief Citees / and pay at one payment Vc. M*. fHorenc«« / and to Z^^^O^' 

20 haue trewes for iij. yere / and here they to go in-to Turky, and ffiSSJand 
bringe answere agein wit/iyn iij. monethes / and than to deliuere JlSJl^truw. 
hostage / at their comynge agein, to pay this money at one payment 
withyn the yere / and the Townes and Castells to be deliuered ^in- {} leaf mji 

24 to the Emperowrs Handed withyn ij. monethes aftir / Hereto, at 
the last, agreed the Empe7*our & the iij. estate* / than departid 
the Ambassatoftrs / and sped them so, that withyn litil while 
they came into their contre / where as, sone were alle the nobles 

28 assembled / and there made they reporte, whiche was to them no 
thynge hai-de nor straunge, sauff yn one poynte / whiche was, tlie 
deliueraunce of their Townes and place* in-to their enemy es hande*. 
Keuertheles, kynge ffirabrace was there, and put him in suche k. Ferabras 

» ^ gets the 

32 deuoir amonge* them / and made them suche exortacions, that, in Turks to 

*^ ' , agree to these 

conclusion, they were accorded / and whan it was thus concluded hard ienu». 
& accorded / they that hadde the charge, therwtt/i departed / & 
wet^yn litil while came ther the Emperour was / and by his licence 

36 spake vfitli Orkais / their yong lorde, whiche asked them hou they 
had spedde, and they tolde him alle / and howe grete peyne they 
hadde for the place* that shold be deliuerd / He was right ioif ull 
to here of his deliuerance / and prayed them, assone as they might / 

40 to make their report / Than required they to speke with them- 
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perour ; and lie grannted, and made them to be brought bifore him 
and his counselle / & there made relacione, & offred to delyuere their 
hostage at the pleasir of themperot*r / themp«?x>ttr was content to 
The Emperor holde his promvs / and puraaide, for the honour of the Turke, to 4 

holds a Feast , ,, . _ ... _ ' 

jjj^jonrney holde a feste duryng iij. dayes / and made a grete towmay, and 

the Truce, made to assemble the most parte of the ladies & gen til women of 

his Heanme / Orkais, knowyng certainly that his delyueraunce was 

concluded, was ioif ulle / He knewe also of the feste that the Emperowr 8 

had ordeyned for his sake / wherfore he was the more leef to abide 

that day / trustyng, for the loue of faire lolant, to do so that day / 

to be somwhat the more in hir grace / hopyng to haue hir to his 

wif ; and made request to the Eroperour to haue hors & barneys & 12 

habilmente* for him / and xx** of his folkc* / Aftir this towmay 

was cried / euery man desired to be ther-at / but among alle 

princee othir, Sumomc and his ij. felawes put them in deuoir to be wele 

Sim hw* apointed there ; and so were they, as if they had ben knowen kynge« 16 

sones / as they were / and though it were vnknowen to other 

folketf, yit echone of them knewe in them-self / what he was, whiche 

[i if.94,bk.] made their herte« the more highly coraged to be habiled ther-^aftir / 

Thonighout the Reaume was ther none othir speche but of ioie of 20 
the fest / for bifore, had they hadde but warres and trouble / Thus 
passed the tyme, eueri man in ioie & disport, til the ceason came 
that the Towrnay shold be. the night afore the towmay, eueri man 
made his musters / as in suche cas bilongith / Than were the 24 
knighted and squiers departed / suche as shold tot/rnay, by notable 
auncient knight«« & kynge« of armes, & heraude« that ther-to were 
comwiytted / and they made euery man sette their kageys at their 
don't show wyudowes / or at their gate* ; and at a wyndowe were hanged the 28 
terlhi Ids ®^®^^^ ®^ ^^® "J- ffelawes / but their propre armes were not knowen 
ciiour**"* therby, for in their shelde* had they nothyng but alle of one colour, 
& writen theron their names / eueri man meruailed herof, and sup- 
posed therby that they were no gentilmen. Thise wordes came 32 
bifore the ladies, whiche were right sory to here suche speche / for 
wele they lugid, wit/iout grete noblesse of blood, there might not be 
in them suche honowr & vertu / and wele thei thought that they 
did it by-cause they wolde not be knowen / Eche of them had in 36 
coloi^r the felde of the armes they to-bere. whan the towmay was 
thus ordeyned / and thies iij. had noon amies vpon their sheldea / 
oatlfthat**^ they were conatreyned to swere bifore many noble men, if they 
Gentlemen. Were gentilmen or not ; and toke an othe that they were gentilmen / 40 
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and than seide Hief that herde it, their werke^ shewed it wele to be 
so / and eche one of them trustid in him self, that the Emperour 
and alle his Eeaume shold knowe that he was a gentilman / Thus 
4 was euery man wele content. On the morowe, bigan the towmay / At the 
the ladies and gentilwomen were at the wyndowes / and they that 
shold tournay, came yn / every man on his side, as they were 
apoynted ouir even, then was the corde cut; and the trumpeter 
8 blewe up ; and euery man put him yn peyne to do wele. At this 
toi^may, were so many dede^ of armes, and so grete strokes, that it 
were to longe to write them. It were to long, to reherce the grete 
noblesse and prowesse that Le Surnome and his y. ffelawes did ; also gie Princes 

1 2 Orkais, the yonge turke, it were moche to reherce the grete acte* 2^%*^^ 
that he did, as he that was thorough thrilled with the nedle of loue / 
Neuirtheles, that side where the thre ffelawes were on, made alle 
othir to resort bifore them / ffor their ^ mighty stroke* and high P leaf 95] 

1 6 prowes, no man myght endure / and so wele thei did that day, that {[f ^.^''* 
ouir alle othir they were renomed ; & next them, Orkais had the 2J[j;j^"' 
name ; but he might not compare vrith noon of the iij. That day ^JSSi'next 
had Surnome the price / and whan he came to daunce wtt7t the 

20 ladies & gentilwomen, he and his ij. ffelawes were so richely and so 
wele apoiuted / that as the sonne in clerenesse passith the mone & 
the sterres, so they iij. ouir alle othir bare the brute of that feste / 
Aftir them, as y seyde bifore, Orkais in alle thing passid alle othir / 

24 this ffeste endured iij. dayes, & euery day bare Surnome the price / Prince PhHip 
Keuirtheles, he wold right fayne that eche of his ffelawes had hadde 
the price of that day / Nowe is this last day accomplissht / and the 
grettist soper ordeyned, that bifore had be sene / In the halle was 

28 no crie, not speche, but of thies iii j. Aftir spper, the daunces began / 
and the prices were youen / euery man spake of Surnome / at eueri 
price were gyuen grete giftee and grete larges / a litil bifore the 
Emperowr shold be taken vp, a notable kyng of armes went vpone 

32 a Cupbord on high / & made crie " pees " thre tymes ; and than was The Truce 
the trewes publishid bitwene the Empe?*our and the Turke for iij. ^m^ror and 
yere / Aftir this, made the kyng of armes an other crie, whiche was proclaimed, 
this / that for asmoche as the Emperour had in his tyme grete for- 

36 tunes / and that Eeaume was next vnto the enemyes of the feith, 
whiche hath caused him meruailous and huge warres / wherfore it 
was nedefuUe vnto him and to his Eeaume to haue one that sholde 
enherite aftir his daies / of grete nobles and vertu / seyng that he 

40 had but one only doughtir. Therfore it was necessarie vnto him 
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for to allie hym Yfi\h som man of grete corage / wherfore he did alle 
The Emperor men to wite, that at May, come twelue month, the xv. day, shold 
tiies-dnyi* hegynne a tottrnay / and shold endure iij. daies / and that he wold 
loimiite, in giff hifl dooghtif, with grete part of his Eeaume, to him that hest 4 

jiuy twelve" 

The Fint ^^^^^ ^^ tho .iij. dayes dnryng / so that there shold noon towmay 
8*d«y?irtu *^®''> ^^^ ^ ^® ^^"^ ^^ roialle hlode, nigh vnto kynge*. Moreouir, 
wiiiW. doyng them to wite / that if hy one man the iij. dayes were not 
acheued and wonne / he shold not he hoande to gif his donghtir, 8 
but if it pleasid him / and also ther might noon to^/may there, but 
if he were cristened. This crie publissht / the kyng of armes 
descended / the daunces bigan agein / and eche man thanked god 
[1 ir. 05, bk.] in his hert, of ^the tiewes and good pees that no we is in the 12 
Eeaume. This faire yonge lady, heryng the crie of hir manage, vexe 
alle rede & shamefast / and also it forthought hir moche, that noon 
might tot^may wtt^out he were come of roialle hlode / for she sup- 
posed wele, that noon of hir iij. seruauntc* might he resceyued at 16 
that tot^may. among alle othir, was noon more ioyfult herof than 
orwire thinks Orkais was / for that he thought wele / that thies iij. that passid 
num. him, might not be at the tournay / wherfore he trusted to haue the 

price bifore alle othir / wherby he thought him self sure to haue 20 

that fair lady to his wif, that he loued so moche / thus concluded 

he in him self to rennaye his feith and lawe / and take him to 

cristen feith / where it shewed wele, loue, of more strength than 

Prince Philip lawc. On the tothir side, Le Sumome, pat herde this crie, was no 24 

to France, thing sory therof / for he thought wele to haue leiser y-nough to go 

vnto his ffadir, and retot^me agein by that tyme, where he wolde 

and then re- not failc to be for alle the worlde / for there trusted he to wynne hir 

tarn and win -•., i>ii-ri*i • i t t * »• ^ t 

lolante. that his hert moost desired / In like wise thought his .ij. felawes / 28 
for eche of them trusted that day to haue goode aventure / think- 
yng that noon of the tothir shold tottmay. This thought, egal and 
like, had eche of them / the night passed / and the disporte« endid / 
eueri man went til his reste / til on the morow, that many folkes 32 
toke their leue / aftir their departyng / Orkais made alle his assur- 
aunce with the Emperour, and fulfilled alle that he had promysed / 
orcayt takes and than toke his leue of him / of the Emperesse / and of their 
lolante, and doughtir / to whom he seide, " I truste to se you agein at this 36 

hopes to win o / 7 ^ o 

!»•«■• Towmay / and I promyse you, on my trouthe, if y may haue suche 

fortune as y desire / ther can nothyng be so peynfult vnto me / 
but y woH do for yottr sake / and if the Emperottr yowr ffadir had 
not do make the crie that he did / y wolde haue spoken with him 40 
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bifore my departyng, in sucbe wise as y trust he shold hauo ben 
content yrith my request / but I wote wele, sitb he hath made this 
ordynaunce / he may in no wise breke it " / This f aire lady was 
4r alle shamefast, and no thing answerd him / thus toke he leve of hir 
and of alle the tothir ladies and gentilwomen / the Emperowr con- 
veyed him, and did him grete honour / than toke their leve / & orcays 
many of the Empe?'ours iolkes conveyed hym forth / but ferthist of an§*the » 
8 alle othir, the iij. ff elawes conveyed hym / for they were moche of eRoort wm 
an age / and alle of roialle blode / and moost comonly men seke 
^ their semblable / when tyme came they sholde departe, Orkais [Meaf96] 
saide vnto them / **my faire f render, farewell / and y purpose to be 

12 here agein at this ffeste, at the whiche y thynke my self right wele 
vryd, that noon of you may that day towmay / Neuirtheles, if any 
fortune or wele than bifalle me, y shalbe glad of youre company 
bifore alle othir " / eche of them thankid him ; hou be it, there was. 

16 noon of them but thought to endure grete payne / or that he came 
to that he wende / thus they departed from him, and retot^med to 
the Emperottr / and so passed forth tyme, til on a day Le Sumome, 
Ector, & Athis, were gon to the felde to disport them ; and Sumome prince pwup 

20 talkid to them of many thinge* ; and amonge« othir, he seide thus / Sid Hum? 
" my frendes, whan I departed out of my contre, and fro my pore ^ "^ 
fadirs hous / my principal! cause was for the renome of the warres 
of this Keaume / and specially to the wele of my soule, whiche 

24 euery good man ought to desire / nowe is it, thankid be god, that 
this Keaume is recouerd, and grete & a long trews taken ; wherfore 
y purpose nowe no lenger to abide in this Reaume, but to go home that he 
to my ffrende« / whiche, y doute not, haue grete desire to knowe hou home! *^ 

28 it is yfith me ; flbr y am sure they wote not whethir y be ded or on 
lyue. and for this cause most y nedes leue yowr companyes, whiche 
sore forthinketh me / but that y may noon othir do." Than seide 
Athis, " by my trouthe, my maister and felawe, youre departynge Prince David 

32 sorowith me, and shalt sorowe me more than any erthly thing ; but, 
daies of my lif , where so euer I be, I shalbe alle youres / and yit 
may happe to come the houre that y shalt mowe deserue that ye 
haue don for me, whiche y neither haue, nor can deserue yit / and sory 

33 y am that youre contre and myn be no nerre to-gedir. Neuirtheles, 
y shalt put me in deuoir to se you fulle ofte, so that y knewe where 
ye dwellid, or of what folkea ye were come : and nowe y haue herd 
youre entent, I shalt shewe you myn / ffor, like as seide to-fore, and 

40 for the same entent, I put me in the Arme of Scotland, for the 
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socotor of this Eeaume, with otbir / and now y se it in pees, my 
aaytheshau purpose is to dniwe me in-to the Cuntre fro whens I came / fEor 
sootund: now, thanked be god, the £mp67'0££r hath litil nede of my seruice." 
and Prince " Nowe forsothe," seid Ector to Siimome, " if yoMi departyng 4 
•ayn he •hall aught to sorowe any body, it aught sorowe me / for by you haue y 
[I if.96^bk.] ben ^saued / and ye haue accepted me in-to yowr company, wherof 
y thought me right hapyy / and so wold thinke, if in alle my lif I 
might do thing that might be your pleasir / and as long as ye had S 
abiden here, I thought not to departe. But sith your pleasir is 
ffo to Eng- nowe to departe, I wolt no lenger abide here / but go agein in-to 
the Eeaume of Englond, of whens y am ; and there shalbe neuir day 
of my lyf, but my body & goodes shalbe alle youres. iiuumuuMon.^ 12 
N this wise, taike the thre felawes, and diubed the maner of 
their departyng / and howe they might haue leue / and arguyd 
sore amongc* them / whethir was bettir to take leue to-gedi'e / 
They resolve or ellis eche One by hym self / But at the last, they concluded alle iii. 16 

to take leave 11 1 

of Ferant all to-gedrc to take leue at their maister at ones / whan they might se 
him best at leiser. Thus withyn a day or ij. aftir, they waited on 
their maistei at a soper / and aftir he had soped, they thre to-gedre 
besought him that they might speke with hym / and he, as abasshed, 20 
toke them a-part / thinkyng ther was som matier of displeasir / for 
neuir bifore had they desired to speke wtt/i him in suche wise. 

and Prince Le Sumomo spake for them alle, seyng in this wise / **My lorde ! 

it is longe that we haue ben in yo«r seruice, wherin we haue had 24 
suche wele, and so grete honour, that we can neuir suffice to deserue 
it / Natheles, in the mooste humble wise that we can, we thanks 
you," and therwit^ they kneled downe / and he made hem to rise 
vp agein / and Sumome tolde forth his tale, seyng, " my lorde, ye se 28 
nowe the estat of this Eeaume in suche cace / thankid be oure lord, 
that there is no werre, to the grete honour of the Emperowr / and 
his Eecommendacion is spredde through the world / ye knowe wele 
p leafw] the long ^trewes that he hath taken / wherby he hath litil nede of 32 
folke* / And we be pore gentilmen straungers, whiche gladly wille 

teUa Ferant, drawe to oure pore frendej? / for euery man aught to haue naturalle 
loue to fadir & modir / and thies thinge« considered, we be affermed 
& constreyned, by reasons & honour, to drawe vs home, and departe 36 

and asks his out of this cuntre / whcrfore, humbly we beseche you, to licence vs 

them to go. ^0 departe witTi the fauoi^r of your good lordshippe / whiche we 
moost desire, next the Emperowr " / It is not to be douted that this 
desire was as greuous at fferaunte« hert / as he had felt hint sore 40 
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hurt with a spere / and not wttAout cause / alle his honour was by 
them iij., ffor he knewe wele at this day he was the moost renomed 
knyght of the world / and forthwith felle the water in his yeen / Ferant weepa, 
4 and seide / " my dere frended, wille ye leue me no we / haue y done amide tiw '' 
any thing that shold myscontent you wit/t me / no, to my knowlage / to buj, 
and as for the warres of this Eeaume, they ar not yet ended / trouthe ' 
it is that there is a trews / but that shalt not long endure / and 
8 whan the warres shal begynne agein / y wold not haue lost yowr 
company, for no good, and also whan the werres begynne / we shalle 
entre in-to their Reaume, where men shalle se many grete dedes of 
armes / and alias ! so moche as y haue loued you / and so glad as 

1 2 y haue ben to encrece yowr honowres / hou be ye now content to 
departe fro mel" Le Surnome answerd, "my lord, we may haue 
leiser y-nough to be with oure hendes / and come agein or the 
warres begywne *' / whan fferaunt herd his worded & conclusion, he 

1 6 departed fro them, and seide, " that on the morowe he wolde speke and promioes 
more Yfith them." It is no question if he were that night pensif next day. 
and fult of sorow. his folkc« that were aboute him, sawe wele by 
him, that he hadde herd som thing that pleased him not / fferaunt 

20 toke his hors, and rode to the Emp^rour / and tolde him fulle sorrow- 
fully thentent of his seruaunte* / wherof the Emperowr toke right 
grete sorowe & displeasir / and askid if any remedy were to witfi- 
olde them / *'trewly," said fferaunt, "nay" / "Than," seid the 

24 Emperowr, "I shalt make them to be required be my wif, my 
doughte?', and alle my ladies " / ** flforsothe,'* seide fferaunt, " alle that 
botith not. £ut y auise me of one thing / It is so, that for the 
grete honowr ye haue don them / they be gretly bounden vnto you ; 

28 wherfor ^ye may wille them, seyng the mariage of yowr doughter p if.97,bk.] 
shalbe yn May come tweluemoneth, that eche of theim promyse {he Emperor 
you to do yo2^r pleasir to be here at that tyme ; for they be your PriJI^s to* 
seruaunte^ / and euery seruaunt aught to honot^r his maister / and thcTioiante 

32 so may ye require them that they do at that tyme / and whan they mI^?*^ °** 
come agein, perauentwre ye may so entrete them that they wille 
abide stille with you " / To this counselle agreed the Emperowr / and 
yn this purpose departed fferaunt fro him / and went to his loggyng / 

36 and made that night as goode chere as he might / alt-though his 
hert were right sorowfult / and on the morow, aftir he had dyned, 
came his thre seruauntes to him ageiu, to know his pleasir vpon the 
request they had made him the day bifore / fferaimt answerd them 

40 in this wise / " my frende^, notwithstandyng / that of your grete 
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goode wille and curtesy, ye haue done me such honowr as to repute 
you my seruaunte* / Natlieles ye be not so, for y neuir held my self 
worthy, nor of suche honowr, to haue the seruice of so noble men / 
hou be it, yowr company h^th ben to me moost ioie / and f ulle fayne 4 
wold y haue done you more honoz^r / if it wold haue pleased you to 
Fenmt refers take it. Neuirtheles, ye be no we wttfe the Emperowr : and he had 

the 8 Princes , , ^ 

totheBm- you in suche chierte, that he hath put you vnto his doughter / 
whiche is the thing in the worlde that he loueth moost / and hath 8 
grete cause so to do ; for she is one )>at can deserue loue, and the 
thanke of euery creature / and of thies two most ye take leue / and 
whan ye haue leue of them, ye and y shalle agree well y-nough " / 
they answerd that they " purposed so to do / and that on the morowe, 12 
with the pleasir of god, they wold go to him; and as they had 
grete cause to thanke his grace of his grete honot^r and curtesie that 
he had shewed them / whiche was impossible for them euir to 
deserue" / so on the morowe they for-gate not, whan tyme was, to 16 
come to do their seruice to their maistresse as they were accostomed, 
whiche had herde of this matier / wherfore she was in grete trouble 
ToiftDte weeps and aunoyc / and when she sawe them bifore hir at the table, she 
toaded going, coude no[t] withholde the teres from hir yeen / In this dyner tyme, 20 
ete she nothing that did hir good / for wondrely wele loued she 
them, whan the Emperour had dyned, they iij. came to-gedre be- 
fore him / and, as humbly as thei coude, thankid him of the grete 
[1 leaf 98] wele and honowr that, of his ^ grace, he had done them / and aftir 24 
shewed him, hou "by the grace of god, and of high and good 
prowesse, and of his suggetea, he had his hole Eeaume peasibly ; 
and for that cause they alle were concluded, by his licence, no we to 
drawe agein to their cuntrees ; for it was longe sith they sawe their 28 
frende«, or herd of them / whiche euery man of right aught to desire / 
wherfore they besought the Emperowr that it might please him to 
The Emperor gif them leve." The Emperowr made them many grete desires to 
stay; abide / and grete and large off res / but by no meane coude he 32 

remeue them from their purpose ; and he sawe that / and in con- 
and if not. clusiou, he desired them to come agein to the towrnay / that shold 
the Tourney be made for the manage of his doughter / and seide vnto them / " al- 
though that none of you iij. may toumay there, I shall make othir 36 
towmays and ffeste^, where yowr worthynes shalbe showed with 
many othir noble men / and also ye know wele it is the custome, 
euery man to be redy vfiih his seruice to his maister and maistresse 
at any suche ffeest, and ye be reteyned wft/i hir / wherfore ye aught 40 
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in no wise than to faile hir" / AUe thre of one wille made hy in The s princes 
promyse & othe, that if they were in helth and at their large, they back in a 
wold not faile to be there agein at that day. On this condiciown the 
4 Emparour licenced them to departe. Thus toke they leve of him / 
and went to the Empe?*esse to take their leve ; wherof she was right 
sory / & ther toke they their leve / and went to their maistres / and 
tolde hir hou they had taken leve bothe of the Emperowr and of 
8 tliempe?-esse / and eueriche of them offred him-self to aventure body, 
liff, and goode^ in hir seruice, for hir pleasir and honot^r / This 
yong lady answerd them wit^. fuUe sorowfuUe hert / " I pray god, 
my frendes, condayte you, & sende you asmoche ioye and honour as princess lo- 

12 eche of you is worthy to haue ; and then shalle ye be largely sped / tiiem weu. 
and that shalle alway be my prier " / and thus departed they out of 
the chambre / [alle folkes] when they herd here-of , wepte full sore, 
and sorowed / for wondrely wele were thies iij. felawes belouid wit/? 

16 euery creature; neuirtheles it might noon othirwise be / Thies iij\ 
felawes went to their loggynges til on the morowe / Thempe?*owr sent 
eche of them iij. M.i^ scutes and ij. coursers / and the faire lady, his 
doughter, sent eche of them a purs & a dyamant. In the momyng 

20 toke they leve of alle their co??ipany / and eche of them toke leve 

of othir / whiche departynge was ^ right sorowfuU, for eche of them [i if.»8,bk.] 
loued othir as bretheren. Thus leue y them, euery man takyng his SJSs for hu" 
way / and retoume agein to the Emperour. [i«««t»..- Emperor' » reception,-^ ^®™®* 

24: ^ r E haue herd bifore, hou the Emperour was concluded to go 
to Rome & to othir place* / where he shold resceyue the 
Crownes of the Empire ; and as he had concluded, so he The Emperor 
did, and departed toward them assone as he might, where he was 

28 resceyued of alle the lorde* of the Empyre / ffor his renome was so 
spred ouir alle the worlde, that euery man desired to se him, and 
knowe who he was / they had him in grettir fauowr than they had 
bifore. and the lorde* askid him of the demeanyng of his warres / 

32 and he tolde them the trouthe, & forgate not to reherce the noblesse 
of Le Surnome and his ij ffelawes / Aftir his coronacion, he toke his 
way to millayne, and was crowned ther agein / & from thens departed is crownd at 
and went to Rome, and helde there a grete court, and there soiot^rned 

36 a long while, where he was resceyued of the Pope and alle the Car- and is wei- 
dynalls wM grete ioye / and whan he had cowtynued there as long as Rome by the 
it pleased him, he retoz^rned agein in-to his contre / where he made He goes 
grete purueaunce ageinst the towrnay / whiche began fast to approche. preparer lor 

40 & he made thorugh alle the Towne, the loggynges to be apointed, and 
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dienid in the best wise / and eaeiy man applied him so wele / that 
alk thing was suie & redy. Euerj prince & lord that was of roiall^ 
blode^ that had herd the crye of this Tournay, and knewe also the 
grete lenonn of this fEuie lady for whom the toumay shold be / 4 
aiedyed them the mooet richely that they coade, to be ther at that 
[> latfw] day. Bat onir alk otiiir, Orkais, the ^yongo Turke, had desire and 
sattmOrinia will« to shewe him self at this ffeste. he was so sore taken wtt^ the 

■o lorea lo- 

i»x«i loue of this faire lady / that he was yn folk will^ to bileue in the 8 

lawe of Ihera crist / the gretist drede he had, was, hou he might 
bringe this aboate by the agrement of all^ his snggettes / whan he 
was comen in-to this contre, he was resceyued as to his estate 
belonged / and euery man had grete trust in his persone / for that 12 
they sawe him alk othirwise in his maner and condiciouns than his 
fEiEuiir had ben bi-fore. Alk thestate* of his Beaame came vnto him / 
for echo of them desired gladly to se him / he was right large & 
courtaise / and moche conaersaunt with the noble men of his 16 
Beaame / and many tymes they asked him of the warres, and of 
the maner of the cristen folkeg, in whos handed he had long tyme 
that ha bene. Orkais tolde hem the trouthe / and rathir seid more of 
c^Zuu honotnr, than lesse, to thentent to drawe the hert6« of his people the 20 
more to that bileve / and seido verrily, '' that he bileued, that if the 
god that the cristen folkes worshipped, had not ben their helpe / it 
had ben impossible for them euir to haue reooue^-ed." Than tolde he 
them in what caas the Cezilians were / and of their pore corage / 24 
and Priuoe and howe that, by one only man, they were sodeinlye transmuted in 
highly, to the moost valiaunt nacion that at this houre was cristen / and 
hou aftir that, ij. othir were comen, by whom, wit^ the helpe of the 
first, was the destruccion of his ffader, & dethe of alle them of his 28 
lawe, whiche thought him a thing ouir meruailous / and so moche 
preised he the cristen feith, that his folke« thought wele he had some 
pleasir therin / and some of them seide that *' the cristen god was 
more worthi than their god that they bileued on " / and so moche did 32 
the yonge Turke by his worde», wit^ cowtynuaunce of tyme, that he 
and hopes sawe & knewe verrily that, suche part as he toke, the most part of 
will tarn his rcaumc wold take / wherof he was as ioif ull as he might be / 
with him. and thervpone ordeyned his habilemente^, the moost riche )>at had 36 
be seen in that reaume / & thought to take yviHi him the grettist 
parte of princes & Barons of his reaume, to thentent that they shold 
andthnawin be cristened wit7i him / and he trusted verrily by this dede to con- 

him lolante. ' '^ ^ 

quere this faire lady / whiche in hir tyme was very mirrowr of alle 40 
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othir fair ladies / Many men askid him whider he wold go, and he 
seide, his entent was to go the ffeest of themperonr, with whom he 
had ben prisoner, & was in his Daunger by the places that he helde 
4 in his contre. wherfore he wolde do him honour and pleasir, to 
th entent he might haue his places the sonner agein / ^and to take a P if.99,bk.] 
Lenger trewes with him / " for I propose nomore to Warre with him. 
They that herde him, were right ioifulle of thies tidynges. they that Orkais'scom- 
8 had apointed to go with him / habiled them-self as richely as they gn.nd\j for 
coude, and so wele, that the yong Turke thought him-self there sic"y. 
sholde come neither kynge ne prince at that day bettir appointed 
than he and alle his people shold be / he purt^ide so that alle thing 

1 2 was redy longe bif ore the day of his departyng ; and in his mynde 
he dred noman; sith that he knewe wele the iij. seruaunte^ cf 
fferaimt might not tumay, he thought him verily assured that the 
faire lolant shold be his wiff. Thus passed forth the tyme alle in 

16 ioie, trustyng in goode auenture. And tlius shalle we leve a while 
of hym, and speke of the iij. ffelawes that were departed eche fro 
othir / and euery man hielde his way with grete sorowe and payne, xhesPrinees 
contynuelly remembryng the faire lolant / whiche eche of them homeward, 

^ , , . .i. -r^ 1 1 , , .. , each wishing 

20 trusted to haue to his wif , Kemembryng also the bounte of the for loiante. 
Emperowr and of the Emppresse / and aftir, they thought on their 
curtaise maister, and of the fortimes they had there / and aftir, 
remembred hou they shold come agein in-to that Reaume, and hou 

24 the Emperour shold meruaile to se them come agein, like kynge* 
soncs / and in esspeciall, fferaunt, whiche hadde reteyned them so 
long in seruice /and so shold their ij. ffelawes that most be there 
that day, whan they shalle saye how long they haue ben ffelawes 

28 vnto a kynge« sone / and euerich of them had his thought hie his 

two ffelawes. [illumination: a King, or Noble, receiving and embracing a young Man.1 

'Owe shall y telle you of eche of them, hou they arryued in 



F 



their marches, and first shalt y speke of Sumome, for he Prince pm- 

32 Jl. 1 was the first, that departed & lefte his fadir for the seruice of 

god, and also was the first that came agein in-to his countre. whan 

Sumome was passed out of the Reaume of Sizile, he called a yonge 

gentilman vnto him, that was ^with hym / and saide vnto hym / p leaf 1003 

36 "my frende, I shaH perauenture be ashamed if ye sawe the pore 

place of whens y am comen / wherfore ye shalle departe home agein sends back 

. X . 1 .p i i. 1 XT. X -J his attendant 

m-to yowr contre ; and y gif you my horses, sauf only that y nde with horses 
on, & my hameys, and ij. C. scute«, that yit are bilefte me ; & I 
40 pray you that ye abide in the Reaume of Sizile til tyme of the 
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toMiliay / at whiche tyilie y trust to be ther, wtt/i the rae?*cy of god. 
netiirtheles, if ye may haue any bettir maister, or othir good fortune 
in the meane tyme, y pray you Leve it not for me " / This yong 
gentilraau, that herd his m^Haicr thus speke, thought wele it oame 4 
hiiu of noble corage / and sory was to departe out of his company / 
Prince Phi- and seide vnto him / " sir, for godde* sake be not a-shamed of me / 

lip', attend- ^ , , . , , i , , . 

aiit begs for for whoos Bone that euir ye be, v had leuer be m your company 

lenvetoBt^y ./ » * » r j 

with him, than in the company of the grettist man of the world." Sumome 8 
thanked him, and saide / " I shaH discoaer me now to you / I am 
a gentilman of roialle lyne ; and that y trust shall be knowen or the 

butisrefuiet'. Towmay be ended / But y most go now in-to suche places where as 

I will no company " / his saruaunt than departed / and thanked 1 2 
him of his grete gefte«, and retowrned agein in-to Sizile / No we is 
Le Sumome alle alone, and kepitti forth his way in-to fEraunce /and 

Prince Piiiiip w/t/iiu fulle litU while knewe certainly that his ffadir was ded / 

hean of "^ ' 

hiefiither'e wherof he was fulle sorrowfulle. also he was ascerteyned that fe 16 
queue his moder was alyue, and his vnkle, the Due of Burgoigne 
was Kegent of ffraunce ; with whom he thought to speke vnknowen / 
and so rode he forth to Parys, wtt/t a visowr bifore his face, and 
acqueinted him viiih a se/Tiaunt of his vnkells / and besought him 20 
to fynde the meane that he mig&t speke wit72 him vnsayne / This 
seruaunt came vnto the Eegent, and seide vnto him / "my Lord, 
here is a yong man in this towne that wiH not shewe his visage, 
whiche hath desired me that he might speke vfiih you secretly" / 24 
The Eegent, vpon thies wordes, thought moche what it might be, 
and asked, of Avhat fassion he was / " Iforsothe," seid [the] seruaunt / 
*Hhe moost goodly persone that euir y sawe" / **I shall telle the 
what thou shalt do," said the Eegent, " Soone in the evenyng, brynge 28 
hym in-to myn Inner chambre, & there here him company til y 
may be at leyser to speke with him " / Like as he commaundid, was 
it done, and at the houre apointed, this yong man was brought yn / 

[1 If. 100, bk.] and the ^chambre avoided / and whan the liegent knewe therof / he 32 
made his seruaunt to take a light / and nomoo went in with him / 

and. an- And assone as Le Sumome sawe him, he did him reuerence, kepjiig 

known at , .,, , . , .^ , • i. / 11 1 ' ^•' 

first, has an alway stillc the visowr bifore his face / and whan he came nere 

interview '^ ' 

witiihisun- him / he tolde him the cause of his comywge was to put him in 36 

cle, the Duke ' ,/ o i 

of Burgundy, kuowlaggc that *'the kynges sone of fraunce, that departed out of 
the londe suche a tyme, was not ded, but in good helth / and 
that he trusted for trouthe he shold withyn short tyme here 
tidyng^js of him / and to disclose the trouthe vnto him, he came 40 
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him-self from the place that he was yn." whan the Eegent herde 
thifcs tidynges, he shewde not the high chere of a prince, but streyned 
le Sumome in his Armes, and saide / "A, my frende! ye haue 

4 brought me grete ioie ! sith the sorowfuU losse, herd y neuir so 
ioituile tidynge*, whiche is more than iiij. yere passed " / and with 
thieg worde^j, the teeres raune from his yen / bothe for ioie and pite. 
and 8aide, *• my frende, if it please you, I pray you telle me the 

8 troutke, hou it is w**t/i him % " Le Surnome hadde pite of his vnkelt, 
and coude no leneer kepe his visage couerd, but toke his visoe^r PHnc© Phiiip 
away ' and whan the Eegent had auised him, and remembred the vuor. 
age of his 2^evewe, and the fetures of his face / and than knewe 
1 2 verrilj that it was he / And for the ioie therof, so sodeinly he vn- 
closed his hert, that he was almoost in a swoune / so that he might 
not spake / and whan his hert came to him agein / he kneled downe His uncie, 
bifore him, and toke him in his armes and kissed him, so that he Burgundy, 

, -i. ., 1 t^ ^^ f 1 ' kisses him 

16 wetteali the visage of his nevewe ^im teeres that felle fro his yen, and weeps for 
and sibh saide vnto hym, " alias, my lorde, and alle my ioie ! where 
Laue fQ be so longe % / alias, myn owne lord ! yottr sorowf ult fadir 
had leuir ioie sith yot^r departyng / grete synne haue ye for his 

20 dethe/ The sorowes of this Eeaume that hath ben for you, ben ouir 
moch* to reherce / But now shalle alle tho sorowes be chaunged into 
loy. Alias I how shall my lady yowr modir knowe of this ioifutt 
recou37*e 1 / I trowe, whan she shalle first knowe it / the chaunge 

24 shalte so sodeyn that hir hert shall breke for ioy / My lord, y 
wotenot what y shall say / or how y shall auise you of yo«r demean- 
yng ' Wille ye that y calle yn the company that is yonder in my 
chanbre, whiche, whan they se you, shalle haue more ioy / than alle 

28 the re^menaunt of yot^r Eeaume haue had sith youx departyng." [neafioi] 
*^ jBfiire vnkle," saide Le Sumome, " I shalle telle you alle my demean- 
yn^ sith my departir hens / and whan ye haue herd my tale / ye 
shflle avise me as ye thinke best / and by yo^r counsels wifl I do " / 

32 Alter thies wordes, began he to telle of his departyng / and of his Jjeteiishis 

' ^ X .^ o / Uncle all his 

comyng in-to the Eeaume of Sizile, and lefte no thing vntolde, sauf adventures, 
oily that he had done with his owne handed / and saide / " myn 
vnkle, my departyng oute of this Eeaume was for this cause /my 

36 lord my ffadir, (whoos soule god pardone !) wold do noon helpe nor 
socours to the Eeaume of Sizile, whiche was in way to be lost, 
which caused me to departe so nllone " / and tolde his vnkle so forth, 
by & by, forgate not specially the ij. seruauntefi that were vfith his 

40 maister, to reherce the worthyuosso of them / and howe the warres 
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were ended a giete parte by their prowesse / and howe the trebles 
holdith yit for ij. yere / and half / and howe the kynge of Sizile^for 

and about his noblesRe, was chosen to be 'EmiierouT I and how he hath the 

lantej fairest lady of the world to his doughtir / and the best / and of the 4 

age of xviij. or xx** yeres / " and the Eniperottrs desire is, aboue aUe 
tlunges, that she be accompayned vriih a noble man / wherfore, to be 
the more certayne, he hath made crie a towmay, whiche shalbe lepte 
in may next comyng / and but yif one man may venquyssl the 8 
Towmay iij. dayes / the Emperowr shalbe at his liberte to choie the 
best of them, and ther may noon towmay, but if he be home of 
roialle lyne, knowen & named / and forasraoche as y hane long tyme 
semed there vnknowen, I hane the more desire to be ther £C that 12 
day / ffor y shali put me in as grete deuoir and payne as r may 

and his love endure with lif / but I come to that wele / ifor it is she tha* hath 
my hert assured in hir seruice / and long hath ben / for ihe is 
incomparable ; Wherfore I haue affermed my self to be there ' And 16 
uowe, sith y vndirstond the dethe of my lord my fadir, ye shali here 
myn auise. The terme is short, and but litille vnto that lay / 
wherfore me thinkith best to be vnknowen / ye are yowr self fit of 
resonable age / and haue neither wif nor childe / and men hold© 20 

Prince Philip you hey re of this Eeaume / wherfore I wolde, if it pleased you±o do 

anks hi. Uncle "^ , , . , \ ,, . r., , , , ,i - T 

to go to the 80 moche for me as to be at this Toi^rnay / and to make alle folies of 
as if for io- this Reaume to beleue / that ye entende to haue this faire My to 

yottr wif / if yowr fortune be suche / and, y pray you, were ache 24 
n if.ioi.bk.] deuises as y shalt desire you ; ^and in the meane while, y shallkepe 
me in suche place* as ye thinke best y may be vnknowen ; ad. ye 
and to wear shalle go in suche astate as bilongeth vnto a kyng ; and my haneys 
his. and abylemente* for my body shalbe trussid forth as yours / Vnd 28 

the dayes of the towmay / y shal arme me in jour pavilione / »nd 
ye shalle put a visowr ouir yowr face, and serue me at the towrmy. 
and at the ende therof , If I do any thing wele, alle be tymes y skit 
make me to be knowen, whiche shalbe the grettir ioie to sucheas 32 
wold y wele did / and y trust there be none othir there that knore 
me, but wold be glad to wite me do wele " / The due of Burgoigre, 
heryng alle his tale, herkened him f ulle gladly, remembryng wele hoi 
he had herde that by iij. yong men, straungers, the Eeaume of Sizih 36 
was gretly holpen / wherfore he thought wele, by the tale of hit 
The Duke Kevewe, that he shold be one, wherof he was right ioyfuH / and the 

consents. t_ j • -n j o J / 

bettir willed to go. hou be it, he thought alle folkes wold iuge his 
age was nothing accordyng to haue that fair lady / wherfore he ^0 
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praide his Nevewe to take thaduise of vj. or vij. moo of his preuy 
coupselk, whiche sliold be nedefulle, aswele for the purveannce of 
their going forth, as for any othir cause, wherto Le Samome was 
4 agreable / and at night wold haue departed / but his vnkle wold 
in no wise lete him / but made the chambre to be avoided ; & )>at prince Phiiip 
nyght lay ther to-gedir / and the Eegent slepte not moche, he was sleep to- 
so ioyfuUe / he thought it shold be but a dreme / it was so Newe 
8 vnto him, that he coude not wele bileue that he sawe & herd / He 
rose be tymes in the momynge / and so did the kynge / and than 
was called yn to the chambre alle suche as the Eegent wolde name, 
and there was discouerd vnto them all6 the matier vpone grete othes 

1 2 & charge, there may noman thinke of more ioy than was at that 
tyme in that chambre. This ioy was bydewed wM teeres of pite / 
And after, whan they vndirstode the pleasir of their yong kynge, 
they were alle concluded to his a vise & pleasir, and made the due of 

16 Burgoigne to be published thorugh the Eeaume, that his entent was TheDnkeor 
to go to this tot«rnay / in as moche he had neither wif ne childe, pniSainJ 
nor coude here no tidynges of the -kynge* sone / %vherby the Keaume Kotothe 
might falle in-to othir lynage, wherof many incowueniences might a wife. 

20 growe / wherfore he purposed, in eechuyng of suche Inconuenience, 

to dispose him to be maryed. ^Many men saide that he did wele; [} iMf 102] 
and som saide ** nay / for he might haue ben maried to lesse charge 
of his Keaume & lesse iubardie of himself : what nedeth him, of his 

24 age, to put him in a towmay] The kynge of Inglond had ij. faire 
ladies to his doughters ; and wtt/?outen any iubardy he might chose 
whiche of them that pleased him " / suche argumente« were amonge* 
the people / Natheles, the Due of Burgoigne toke litelle hede to suche 

28 wordes / but put him in deuoir and diligence, that alle thinge was 
redy longe bifore the day / The yong kynge made to ordeyne 
richesses y-nough / so that he might kepe estate incomparable there 
to any othir / for he trusted his fortune shold be to haue that / 

32 that alle other shold faile of / ffor his hert was highly and surely 
set, &c. Now shalle we love of him a while / and speke of Ector, 
how he did aftir his departyng from his ij. fEelawes. [illumination.'] 

HE rode fulle pensif and soroufulle yn his hert, for their depart- Humphrey, 
yng / Also fel in remembraunce of his owne departyng out England, 
of his cuntre, & how many noble mennes sones had be lost 
for his cause / wherfore he thought / the ff adirs wold dedly hate 
hym, whiche brought him in grete drede and annoye / and con- resolves to 
40 eluded in him-self that he wold not be knowen til he vndirstode known uii 
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he can judge how they toke his departyng / and how they wold be content with 

of his wel- X V « # „ 

ooiue home, his comjnge / So fortuned, that he had a gentilman of Sizile in his 
company / which e was right vfiae, as he had fonnde in his right 
He conraitB goode counselle in diuerse thingctf bifore / wherfore he thought to 4 
friend. discouere vnto him alle his matiers / and tolde him what he was, 

[iif.io2,bk] and how he was departed oute of his Eeaume, & xiiij. ^of the 
grettist Lordefi sones of the Keaume wtt/i him / " wherfore,*' saide 
Ector, " y am gretly in drede of the hate of their ffadirs / But what 8 
80 euir befalle me, I most nedes be knowcn there." The gentilman 
of Sizile was gretly abasshed whan he vndirstode his maister / he 
was also right glad to knowe his maister of so noble birth / sayng 
vnto him / " my lord, y thanke god that he hath youen me grace 1 2 
to be nowe in yowr seruice, & .1. shalt say you what y thinke best / 
who anyii that ye conclude you in no thinge til ye be entred in to the Reaume 
you get U) of Inglonde. By than shal ye here suche tidyngg^, as ye shaMe more 
hear tidinga/ surely take youre auise vpone / and, in the meane while, pluk vp 1 6 
your herte, and take no thought ; ffor y trust, at yot^r comyng, the 
kyng and alle the Reaume shalle be so reioysed / that they shalle sette 
litil by the losse of the Remenaunt that were in youre company / 
for perauenture the kyng and the lordea shalle luge that they were 20 
the cause and meovers of yo^r going " / " The thing," saide Ector, 
" that y haue moost yn drede, ys, lest that the kynge haue taken 
suche displeasir with my departyng / that he wolt not se me nowe / 
whan y come / nor no thinge departe witJi me, to appoint my self 24 
like his hono«^r, to be at yondir Toumay / whiche is the place of 
the worlde that y desire moost to be at " / " fforsothe," saide the 
gentilman, " ye haue right " / And with suche talkynge passed they 
The^ reach forth the wcy, til they came in-to the Reaume of Inglond ; and the 28 
first Towne they came to / they mette with a grete procession / 
euery man goyng barfoot in their prayers, with grete deuocione, as 
*I?^.*'"tt"^^, it semed / Ector asked the cause of this p?'ocession / and they saide 

of tlie King's ' r i J 

mortal ill- for the kynge, that was so sore seke, that noman coude promyse 32 
him liff / wherfore there was made generalt procession thoroughout 
the Reaume / for of his dethe, the Reaume shold haue to grete a 
losse / seyng he had noon yssue a lyue but ij. doughters / wherby 

i5?trSJbir *' ^^^® Reaume shold stande in grete trouble / and likly to falle in the 36 
handes of straungers / whiche was grete pite / ffor the kynge had a 
sone, as goodly a prince toward, as any was o where / and right 
gretly biloued / & right wele coude deseme it, as any man a lyue of 
his youthe, and a iiij. yere passed he departed from hens / and 40 
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many a Grete Princes sone of this Eeaume yfiih liim / and ncnir sith u ita PHnce 
was ^herd no tidingetf of them / wherfore the Reaume is in grete heard of lor 
trouble / and neuir sith had ioie / and many suche processions haue [i leaf los] 
4 ben made sith that tyme for him / and the kyng himself had neuir 
good day sith " / Ector askid his hoste, of what age he supposed the 
kynges sone was. " Be my faith, sir," saide he, " I suppose of 
youre age, if he be a lyue ; me thinkith y coude not bettir liken 
8 hym, bothe in length and resemblaunce " / " how trowe ye," saide 
Ector, " wold not the kynge be glad, and the Reaume, of his comyng 
agein, if he were a lyue 1 " / ** yis, y dare sey," saide his hoste. " The 
hole Eeaume wold make a fyne of half they are worth, to haue him England 

12 agein." Thies wordes pleased Ector moche, and caused him to ride iwifitsweaitii 
the remenaunt of his iot^may more ioy fully than he did afore / and Prince again, 
spedde him so, that wit^yn litil while he came to london / & loggid 
hym yn an Inne / his visowr alway bifore his face / and enquered 

16 tidynge^ of the kynge : it was saide he was so seke that noman 
coude promyse him lifE / than sent he his man in-to the Towne to 
enquere ferther / and made him to go vnto one of the lordea, that 
had lost one of his sones wtt^ hym, & telle hym that " he was of the 

20 Reaume of Sizile / and that he had late spoken vriih folkea that 
had seen the kynge of Inglande* sone a lyue / and hole, but he is 
yit prisoner" / This gentilman went forth, and did his message to Prince Hum- 
tlie Erie of Warrewik / and the Erie askid hym / " my ffrende, say J^,7J^<*J,Jy"*" 

24 ye troutbe] may any man speke with him that hath tolde you EarfofWar- 
this 1 " / " fforsothe," saide the gentilman, " y trowe y wote where he 
is / and I am sure he wolt iubarde his hede of that y haue saide " / 
** If this be trewe," saide therle, " no fors of alle the remenaimt of 

28 his company / for they were cause of his goyng " / than toke he 
him by the hande, and brought him in-to a chambre nye to the 
kynge / & made him tary there ; and went him self in-to the kynge« 
chambre, and tolde tlie kynge hou he had foimde a gentilman of 

32 Sizile; and tolde him what tidinges he had brought. The kynge who teiis it 
made calle him yn / and herde his tale to an ende / and than he King, 
helde vp his hande* to god, sayng / " A, my blissed creatoi^r ! y 
haue alway requyred thy grace, that y might se him er y dide / and He prays that 

36 right so, y biseche the that y may." whan the gentilman sawe the I^J^on again 
kyng so desirous for to se him / he toke the Erie a-part, and saide <i>«8- 
vnto him / " sir, y shal tel you tidynges that yit shalle please you 
bettir / ^sir, he is in good Helthe, for y sawe him but late, and pif.io3,bk.] 

40 spake vfiili him, and I am his man / and he sent, me hider to 
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knowe what men saide of him / and he hath grete desire to come 
hider agein / bat he knoweth not wethir his ffelawes be dede or 
a lyue / wherfoie he is in grete diede of the kjngea displeasir / and 
of the evil witt of you, and of othir grete Lordes of this lande / 4 
ivhoos childre went with hym " / And whan the Erl herd this, he 
was so glady he coude not sey a worde to the. gentilman, but went 
streight to the kynge / and tolde it hym, wherof the kyng was 
•DieKinj ioyfutt as he might be, sayng ynto hym, " ffaire Cosyn, y pray you 8 
wanricic make suche pKrveaunce as ye thinke may be moost for his honot^r : 

fetch Prince . _. *^ ,• . , , , . , , 

Humphrey and dispose your-self with suche company as ye thinke best to go 
for him, in what Reaume so euir he be, and brynge him vnto me 
assone as euir ye may " / Than departed therle vnto his loggyng / 1 2 
& this gentilman -with him / and whan they were there, the gentil- 
man seid ynto him / " sir, ye nede make no grete pwrveaunce / for ye 
haue not right ferre to go / ye shalle nede to sadelle no hors therfore, 
but it please you, for y can bringe you thider on foote wtt/i youre 16 
ease / the fewer that come wtt^ you, y suppose, the gladder woll he 
be '' / Therle herd that, and taried not, but toke this gentilman by 
the arme / and went forth, without other coTwpany, streight to his 
Tx>rdWar- loggyng / and whan he came in-to the chambre where Ector was / 20 
Humphrey, he knewe him anone / and knelede downe, and toke him in his 
armes YfitJiont sayng any worde / and whan he might speke, he 
and blesses saidc / '^ A, sir ! blessed be the houre of youre comyng now in-to 
his recum. this Keaumc " I then he asked him hou it was vfiHi him, and of his 24 
auentures that felle him sith his departyng. Ector was in suche 
drede, that he durst say no thyng as than, sauf only that he saide, 
" I shall wtt/i right good will telle you at leyser of alle my fortunes / 
but first, y pray you, telle me som of yottr tidynges." Therle tolde 28 
him suche as lie knewe, and what sorowe the kyng had, and alle the 
Reaume, for his departyng / seyng / " thanked be god ! now, by your 
comyng, this Reaume shalbe revived in gladnesse" / thus passed 
forth the tyme ; til at the last, therle saide, " sir, and it please you, 32 
y shal go to the kyng / whiche shalbe as ioyfull as any man erthly, 
whan he knowith how it is with you ; and sone y shatt brynge you 
worde of all his pleasir, hou he woli haue you demeaned / and toke 
[} leaf 104] his leue & departed." The gen^tilman of Sizile brought therle agein 36 
to his Loggynge / & went agein to his maister / and tolde him alle 
hou he had don that day, and howe he had ben with the kynge / 
and what he saide; wherof he was right ioifuH. On the tothir 
side, whan therle of Warrewik came to his loggyng / he sent for the 40 
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kynges counselle, to whom he shewed, -without hidyng of anythyng, Hethennends 
the maner of comyng of their yong prince, to thentent that thei council, and 
might take auise how they shold telle it to the kynge / and so they go«<i new*. 

4 co?icluded alle togeder to go to the kynge, and telle it him / thus 
departed they to the kynge as ioyfult as they coude / and whan 
they came to him, they tolde him how his sone was in the Towne, TheEari and 
in grete drede / for that / that he wist for trouthe, he had desenied the King, 
8 his grete displeasir. whan the kynge herd this, he was so ioyfuH 
that he coude not speke a worde / and whan he might speke, he 
saide, " assone as it is possihle, I pray you bryng him to me, for y who prayB 
f ele that dethe approchet fast / whiche y shall resceyue more ioy- Jj^^^JJ*^^^ 

1 2 fully for alle yowr sake / whiche haue this daie recouered an heire 
male to goueme you af tir my dethe ; I pray god graunte him wele to 
do." Than departed alle the lorded, with suche company, that alle 
the strete^ wore fulle of men / and whan they came nere at Ectoz^rs 

16 loggyng / his hoste aspied so moche people comyng toward his 
hous, and had grete drede, and came to Ector in grete haste, sayng, 
"sir, yf ye haue done any offence to the kynge or to his lawes Tiiey gro to 

,n, . ,/ y X, / , i. , ^Prince Hum- 

saue jouT self be tymes / for here cometh grete nomber of people, I pin-ey, 

20 suppose to take you " / Ector, hering thies wordes, wist not wele 
what to say or to thinke, but abode stille, til the lordea came vp in- 
to his chambre, whiche did him suche reuerence« as longed to his 
estate / and whan he sawe them, he knewe the moost part of them, 

24 and welcomed them right curteisly. There was that tyme more ioy 
in that chambre than y can reherce to you / than tolde they Ector 
the sekenesse of his ffadir / and how he sent for him to come 
hastely to him, for he desired moche to se him bifore his dethe. 

28 Of thies tidynge^ was Ector right soroufult, and departed out of his who starts, 
loggyng, and toke one of the lorde« by the arme / and went forth 
toward the kyng. The prease was so grete, that vnnethe he might 
passe, for euery man desired to se hym / and whan ^he came to the [Mf.io4,bk.] 

32 Court, he went streight in-to the Kynge^ chambre, & kneled downe enters his 
by the beddes side / & whan he sawe the grete payne and sekenasse room, kneels 
he was yn / he was in suche sorowe that he coude not speke a worde 
a grete while / And on the tothir side, the kyng was so glad that he 

36 coude not speke / At the last, whan the yong prince might speke, 

he saide, " My lord, y biseche you, fat of youre grace it please you and asks his 
to pardon me the displeasir that y haue done you ; for y haue to 
gretly offendid you, whiche me sore repenteth / I am redy to obey 

40 what punisshment it wolt please you to put mc to " / The kynge 
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toke his sone by the hande, saynge, " my sone, y pray god forgif it 
Tiie King the ; and fur my part, y forgif tlie wit/i alle my heii / and thanke 
god / that hath youen me grace, bifore my dethe, to recouere the / 
ye se thise noble men of whom ye had the children witA you, 4 
whiche yit be not retottmed agein, as y vndirstande / I co7?iniitte 
them vnto you / and so do y all6 thestat^d of my Eeaume. and, how 
be it, y am feble, and not like to lyue, yet haue .1. grete desire to 
Prince Hum- knowe of yottr auentures sith yowr departyng" / Than Ector tolde 8 
Sck ipathJr '* him of hifl departyng, not chargyng any othir ther-wiit^ but him- 
veuturw, self / than tolde hou he and his company were taken / and hou 
forthwith they were departed eche from othir / saue it fortuned a 
child of his chambre to be lefte wM hym, whiche lyued but a 12 
while aftir / and than tolde he the maner of his Delyueraunce / 
whiche was caused by a yong cristen esquyer, the moost goodly 
man, and the best assured, and the moost noble man of his handes, 
that euir y knewe or herd telle of / and by his prowesse he toke 1 6 
the kynge of Perce, the Soudans Brother, by whom he was 
delyuercd / and tolde the maner hou, as is bifore rehercod / and 
hou that, aftir his deliueraunce, he came in-to the Eeaume of Sizile / 
and about and there, was in the company of two the worshipf uUe men of the 20 
Princes, worldo, of their degre / of the whiche, one was the same gentilman 
by whoos meanes y was deliuered ; and a-ncfthir one that was escaped 
of the armee of Scottea, whiche is an yngoodly man, and a worthy / 
ffor thise ij. men haue doon more hurt to the Turkes, than alle the 24 
Eeaume of Sizile / And aftir, he tolde the destrucc/on of the Turke, 
and hou the kyng of Sizile was chosen Emperowr, and wliat te?Tne 
of trewes was taken bytwene themperour and the yonge Turke / 
p leaf 105] and than he forgate not ^to telle of the Towrnay that was cried for 28 
ri?jf TournJy the Emperours doughtir, and tolde the grete beaunte and bounte 
loiante?**"* she was of / and noon auentwre he vntolde, sauf his oune prowesse / 
and of his ij. flfelawes reherced he so moche worship / that euery 
man meruailed, that herd it / and whan he had ended his tale / he 32 
behelde the grete princea and lordea ther / of whom he had away 
Humphrey the soues of / and than went he vnto them & seid / ** My Frendes 
nesaofthe & Cousuis, y crie vou m^cy ! for by me are ye difEerred from yowr 

Nobles wliose " " . , , 

sons betook children ; for y woli not, nor can, denye it, but that oure departyng 36 
came of me, & not of them / and y trust veryly in god that they 
be alyue / and if they so be, y promyse you w^tAout faile, their 
Eaunsone shalbe no charge to none of you / and y trust to haue 
suche acqueyntaunce ther, to haue them delyuerd wit7iOut fyne or 40 
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Raunsom, if they lyue " / whom they forgaff / wtt/i right good wille / Tiiey grant 
sayng / that nowe god had sent them hyni, it was hut litil change of 
the remenaunt." Than departed he and they alle from the kyng / 
4 and wtt/dn litil while aftir, he decesed, and yeldid his soule to god / The King of 
ffor his dethe, was allc -the Keaume heuy and right sory ; hut they "* ^ *'* 
were gretly recomforted hy the comyng of the yonge prince / and 
wele they might he / for in his tyme he gouemed the Eeaume fulle 
8 wele & rightwisly. The obsequeyes for the kynge were done as and is buried, 
belonged to his estate. And after, his sone was crowned, as of dewte Prince Hum- 
he aught / and aftir his coronacion, he sent for his counselle / and cromid! 
shewed them what wille he hadde to go in-to the Eeaume of Sizile / 

1 2 to put him in deuoir to haue this faire lady, trustyng to accomplissh 
wele his desire, for he was sure that his ij. felawes might not be 
ther-at / In asmoche as noon might towrnay there, but he were 
descended of roialle blode right nygh ; and that were not they / 

16 whiche were the men of the word that he moost dred at that 
point / if they might haue ben there / Thise lordes, whan they 
vndirstode his pleasir, contraried him in no-thinge, but thought it 
was right wele to do, though it were only but for to lete him to be 

20 knowen in the Eeaume of Sizile, where he had ben so long bi-fore / 

when they were thus concluded, he purueide for his estate / and his and makes 
abilemente« to be made aswele and as richely as was possible for loiante Tonr- 
him / and in this meane while, the gentilman of Sizile that was 

24 comen with him, reherced contynuelly the yertues and the grete 

worthy ^nesse that was in his maister / and seide that he might not [i if. io5, bk.] 
faile to haue the Empea'ours doughtir / seyng / the tothir ij. of whom 
ye haue herd, might not be there-at / and in esspecialt one that was 

28 called Le Surnome, whiche was nownpareilt of the world / The 
kynge« purveaunce was alle redy, and abode no-thing but the tyme 
of his departyng / Now is it tyme that we retoume to speke of 

Athis. [Illumination: a King receive* Meuenger*: a Cavalcade rideefortkJ] 

32 ^ r T is no doute he was right heuy whan he was allone, departed Prince David 
from his company, whom he loued so moche / but his 
thought was not like the tothir two, for he was not departed 
against the pleasir of his fadir / but by his licence & cowmaunde- 
36 ment ; wherfore he was assured to be right welcome / Thus rode he 
forth more ioyfuUy, and nought discouerd to noon of his men, of 
his estate, nor what he was. and whan he came in-to Scotland / readies iiis 
he askid tidynges of the kynge and of his children / and where he "* ^** "" * 
40 shold fynde the kynge / men tolde him where the kynge was, and 
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and hem alle hifl cliildren in good helthe / sauf only for the dethe of bis 
dflftth. eldest sone, that died in the cristen armee, that went in-to the 

Prince David Reaume of Sizile / Than rode he forth til he came to the Towne 

rides to where oi«ii« -r 

his Father is. where the kynge was, & loggid him yn an Inne, vnknowen what 4 
he was, of any body / than enqiiered he what folkes there where 
abonte the kynge of his counseUe / Than sent he for two or thre of 
them / and whan they came to his loggyng, and knewe him / they 
had as grete ioye as coude be thought / And than said he to them / 8 
" My frendes, the cause that y sent for you, is this / I drede the 
grete ioie that the kynge shati haue, if he here sodeinly of my 
comyng / shold do him to grete an hurt / wherfore me thinketh 

t» leaf 106J best that it be tolde him at ^diuerse tymes and by leyser / ffirst, to 12 
telle hym that y am a ly ve / and in prisone / and aftir to telle him 
that y am escaped, and than to telle him that y am comen " / and 
as it was deuised, it was done. And by processe of tyme the kyng 
had knowlage of the comyng of his sone, wherof he was as ioyfuti 16 
as he might be / for he neuir loked to haue seen him a-lyue / than 

Tiie King he seut his ij. brethern for him / and alle the lordea, knighted, and 

otJier sons for Squicrs of the Court / grete was the ioy amonge« them whan they 

tlieir brotlier, ' v w 

were mette / so that no sorowe was thought on. They that were 20 
comen out of Sizile yii\h him, were sore abasshed whanne they 
knewe their maister was the kynges sone / hou-be-it they thought 
altwey he was of som noble blode, he was so fult of all goodly 
maners / Athis, accompanyed wM his two brethern, and grete 24 
nombre of princes and lorde«, departed from his loggyng, and went 
to the kynge / whom he founde in a grete haUe : and whan he sawe 
and when him he knelcd doune : and assone as the kynge sawe him,* he ranne 

David comes, . ' "^ ° 

the King em- to hym a grete paas, and toke him in liis armes Wit/iout speche ; & 28 
whan he might speke, he welcomed him in his best maner, and 

and bids him askcd him of his Aucuturys, & that he sholde telle it openly / he 

ventures. began his tale thus / " My lord, here be many yn yowr presence 

that can telle you of the grete fortune that befell at the port where 32 
we were / and of my self y shall telle you / for y wote not what 

This David befelle of the remenaunt. The vessel! where y was, smot on land 

does. "^ ' 

bifore the Turkes baner ; and alle that were theryn were drowned, 
sauff vj., wherof y was one / and the Erie Douglas an othir / & 36 
othir iiij. that y remembre not / and we purposed verily to haue 
yolden vs to the Turke / but he charged his men to sle vs / and 
there was the Erie Douglas slayne at my feet / and y withdrewe 
me / and set my bak to a Eoche / and the Turkes sone espied me / 40 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The King of Scotland dies. Prince David is crovmd King. 177 

and hadde pite on me, and commaunded aHe men to come fro me, 
and toke me with his owne handes, and promysed to eaue my lif / 
wherof the Turke was not pleased / and wold haue sleyne me in his 

4 handes / hat he defendid me right valiauntly / and for cause he was 
a kynges sone / and y was his first prisoner, he delyuerd me frely / 
and hrought me surely in-to a cristen place, whiche was heseged 
wttAin two daies af tir / and the Captayne of the place was right a 

8 a nohle man & a knyght / and had in his com^pany a man that [} if.ioe^bk.] 
hight Le Sumome, whiche was the floure and surmountottr of alle SSrSs^*^*** 
othir : wtt^ hym haue y hene alle the while sith the tyme of my PrinoJ PhiSp 
takyng / and he deliuered out of the Turkey handes a yong man ^ 
12 that was named Ector, whiche dayly did so wele, that vrithm litil andprfnoe 

Humphrey of 

while his renome was fer knowen. Thise ij. and I had hut one England, 
purse & one wille ; for dehate was neuir amonged ts." Than tolde 
he hou, hy the worthynesse of his ij. flfelawes, the Reaume of Sizile 

16 was recouerd; & told of the hatailes & grete aventures that were 
duryng the werres / than tolde he of the long trewes that was 
taken / & f orgate not to telle of the Tot^rnay that shold he, & for and about 
whoos sake ; & hou noon might towmay there, hut if he were of Tourney, 

20 hlode roialle / whan the kynge hadde herde alt his tale, he was right 
wele content therwith / and toke him hy the hande, & drewe him 
apart "with v. or vj. othir that he called to him, & askid his sone, hy 
his feith, if he had not grete desire to he at this Towmay ; & he 

24 saide, "yis, if it pleased him." & hesought him at his first comyng to which he 
to graunt him that request / "forsothe," seide the kyng / "& ye 
shalle go as wele acompanyed Ss appointed as y can make you, what 
so euir it cost me " / Than made the kynge grete pt^rveaunce for his His Father 

28 goyng forth / and appointed the moost part of his nohle men, & paratione 
lusty knyghtes of hia Reaume, to accompany him. In this hesy 
tyme, such sekenesse toke the kynge, that he died, his sone was and dies, 
right sorowfult, as of reason he aught / hut he might not he 

32 recouerd / The tyme passed, & his sorowe wele appeased / the yonge David is 
kyng was crowned / & than ordeyned he his ahilemente« moche of scotumd, 
more riche than hifore. And purposed him to departe, so that he 
might he ther .x. or xij. daies hifore the Tot^may / trusty ng to come 

36 to this high wele, and mariage of this faire lady / and thought, whan 
he came there, to enquere alle aboute aftir his two felawes / and to 

kepe them in his company. iiaumhtaHon : MwUng cf Emperor and King, dke.1 

FOr to abregge my matier, the tyme came that it semed the 
kynge of Scotte^.* ceason to departe ; and he departed out of 
THKBE kings' SONS. N 
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178 King David of Scotland lands in Sicily, and is well receivd. 



P leaf 107] 
and starts 
for Sicily, 
with a gnuid 
cetinue. 



King David is 



met by the 
Emperor 
and the 
Nobies of 
Sidly, 



is reproacht 
for so long 
hiding his 
name. 



and is taken 
to his lodg- 
ings. 

He goes to 
the Palace, 

P lf.l07,bk.] 

and is wel- 
comd by the 
Empress, 



bis contre in grete '^estate, alle his iolkes in a lyuere j and so 
many lordes & knyghte^ with him, that it was meruaile to se ; he had 
to the nombre of a MX horses wttA him, or moo / he sent his her- 
begeours in-to Sizile before, to take yp his quarter for his loggyng / 4 
more than a moneth bifore his comyng / and men meruailed moche 
that he came yriHh so moche people / and delyuerd him suche log- 
ging / as was accordyng to the nombre / whan tyme came, the k jnge 
of Scotte« approched, and lay but viij. myle from the EmperoMr. 8 
and whan themperour hadde dyned, he toke his hors, wi\h grete and 
noble company of princes and lordes, for alk the floure of Sizile was 
ther / thus departed he oute of the Towne, & mette the kynge of 
Scotte« more then a myle thens / and whan he sawe the kynge of 12 
Scottes, he thought it shold be Athis / and asked ^^ where was the 
kynge" / and whan he knewe for trouthe that it was he / he toke 
hym in his armes, and seide / " A, sir 1 ye haue done grete wrong, 
that thus longe ye haue hidde you from me ; for, and y had knowen IG 
you to my power, y wold haue honoured you accordyng to yottr 
estate / y coude neuir haue thought, that the sone of so mighti a 
^Ji^g6> shold haue ben seruaunt to my Senesshalle" / fferaunt, 
whan he knewe Athis, that so long had ben in his seruice / and 20 
sawe him nowe a kynge, humbly came to salewe him / seyng / 
" sir, y aught gretly to thanke god that hath youen me suche grace, 
to haue the seruice of a kynge / hou be it / ye aught not to blame 
me, though y haue not honoured you as me aught / for fulle gladly 24 
y wold, if y hadde knowen you " / Thus rode forth the knighte* of 
Sizile and they of Scotland ; and ther was not forgoten amonge^; 
them the grete worthynesse of the kynge of Scottes, and how 
valiauntly he acquyte him at the takyng of the yonge Turke, & in 28 
what maner he had deliuerd hym / Anone the tidynges came vnto 
the Emperesse, and to his doughtir, that the kyng of Scottes, that 
was now come, was Athis / that so long had ben in seruice there, 
whiche was to them grete meruaile / anone themperour and the 32 
kyng approched the palaice / But themperoz^r in no wise wold lete 
him alight there / but brought him to his owne loggyng / and assone 
as he was a-light there / he chaunged him / and came in to them- 
pej'esse, that abode him in the halle, and hir fair doughtir, wM 36 
grete company of ladies & gentil^wowimen / & lordes, knighte*, & 
squyers / and whan He came in-to the halle, the Emperesse wel- 
comed him ioyfully / seyng vnto him / that " he was moche to blame 
to hide him thus long fro them / for they had done him moche 40 
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wrong / & alle by his owne cause " / he excused him, seyng, " that 
he had made his auowe to be vnknowen duryng the werres, sith god 
had youen him that grace to escape wM his lif so wele as he did " / 
4 than went he to this faire lady, the Emperowrs doughtir, & talkid and by Prin- 
vfith hir, seyng / he shold put him in deuoir more to deserue hir 
grace than he had done, if god wold sende him that grace & fortune / 
This faire lady answerd nothynge / but was alle abasshed, for thei*e 
8 was no man in the world she was so leef to haue, as one of the iij. 
seruauntes. But ouir alle othir, she loued best Le Sumome, if he 
were of birthe accordyng vnto hirs / The kynge of Scottes excused 
him that tyme for sopynsj Yfiih themp^rowr / and desired his maistcr, King David 

12 fferaunt, & many othir noble men of Sizile, to suppe wit A mm at his and other 
loggyng / thus went they forth wttA him / Alle they of the Towne {J,*?J{,®Ji^"**P 
that sawe Athis in his estate, preised god, wisshing amonge^ them 
that his ij. felawes were of as noble birth and grete power as he 

16 was. Aftir soper, the kyng of Scotte« went agein to the ladies / and then goes 
whiche he f ounde redy to the daunces / the dauncc8 and the sported Court, to 
were there right grete / and whanne tyme was, spices & wyne were 
sette / and than went alle folkes to rest / and thus contynued the 

20 tyme in disported & pleasir, and the ffeste kopte in grete estate & 
nobley til aftir the mariage; and euery man lyued yn hope and 
desire to haue this faire lady. IT Now shalle we leve a while, & 

Speke of Orkais, the yong Turke. illlumination: Emperor and Sultanmeet.^ 

24 m r E haue wele herde here before, how he was determyned to be snitun 
I this Towrnay / and whan he sawe his tyme coueneble, he 
departed, so ricbely arayed and so wele accompanyed, ^that [} leuf losj 
euery man thought that he was right wele appointed accordyng to 

28 his highe estate / and litil while he spedde him so wele, he came in- landa in 
to the Eeaume of Sizile / his herbegeours were afore, and hadde 
taken vp his loggyng / whan the Emperour knewe of his comyng / 
he had grete meruaUe / and thought werrily he shold not towmay 

32 Without he were first cristened; and so he supposed the Turke 

entendid to be / Than went he and the kynge of "Scottes to mette and fa wei- 

"^ ° comd by tlie 

with him / and mette him almost at the Towne. There was Emperor and 

' Prince David. 

amonge* them grete ioye / and eche did othir grete honour, and 
36 when the Turke behelde the kynge of Scotte«, he knew certainly 
it was the same that he had taken prisoner to-fore ; and whan he 
remembred his worthynesse, he loste anone moche of his hope of 
the Tot^may / wisshing that he hadde slayne hym whan he toke 
40 him prisoner / but in asmoche as it was to late / he salewed the 
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Tiie soitui kynge, saynge vnto him / " fforsothe, sir, whan y deliuered you, y 
DAvidtaUc "weiide ixxHe litil to haue hadde in myn handes the chief of the 

oTMr their 

freeing one cristen armse " / ** By my f eith# sir," seide the kynge of Scottes, " y 
holde my lif of you " / Than seide the Turke, " y deliuered you / 4 
not knowyng what ye were / and ye deliuered me, knowyng for 
certaine that y was the Turkey sone / hy this, was ther gretter 
hounte yn you than in me ; and y am more bounden to you than ye 
to me " / " trewly," seide the kynge of Scotte», " sauf yowr grace / 8 
ffor y did nought for you, but that y was bounden bifore for to do / 
and moche more, and y coude / and ye did for me Without desert of 
me or any othir, for my sake " / In suche commt^nicacion rode they 
vnto the Towne / and the Emperour hadde grete pleasir to here li 

Th^ Ro to them / Af tir soper, the Turke and the kynge of Scottes came to se the 
Ladies / and so did alk othir straungers, wherof there were so many, 



that euery man was ameruailed / for there was no cristen naceon 

almoost, but there were som ioYkes therof / The ladies and gentil- 16 

onmya teUs womcu made grete chere to the Turke / The Turke made it secretly 

that if he be brokeu to the Emperour, that if he wolde breke of this Tot^may / 

lolante, he'u and ffif hym his doughtir in mariage / he wolde become cristen for 

tnrnChrie- ,.,,, ,.i 

tian. hir sake / but his entente was, not to be cnstened vpon none 20 

certaynte / and if thempcrour had knowen bifore his desire, y^ith 

right good wille he wold haue agreed therto / for by that meane 

bis Eeaume, for alwey sholde haue bene in peas / neuirtheles, he 

p if.io8,bk.] praied ^him now to remembre that the ffesst of the Towmay was aUe 24 

The Emperor rcdy / wherfore it was now to late to breke it / ffor the loggynge 

stop the was taken vp by the herbeiours for x. kynge« and C.C. princes, and 

her. grete lordes of blode Eoialle, wherfore he neither might, nor wolde, 

abuse so many grete princes & lordes / for he coude not do it 28 
Without 'grete maugre and a shame / But, and he hadde shewed 
him this whan he was prisoner, Themperour wold haue had grete 
ioie therof / whan the Turke herd this answere, he thought wele 
themperour saide trouthe / and content him with the answere, 32 
tha[n]kyng moche themperotnr ; and so taried ther stille, abidyng 
the ffeste / and euery day the kynge of Scotteg and he, wit^ many 
othir grete prince*, came to disporte them with the ladies & gentil- 
women / Now leue we them, & retoMme to the kynge of Englond.* 36 
King Ham- iTTlHe kynge of Englond had wele herde in what aray & grete 



T 



>d I estate the kynge of Scottea was departed to this Tot^may ; 

wherfore he accompanyed him self the bettir / and appointed 

« Illumination : Meeting of the Emperor and the King of England, on horseback. 
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him self aswele as he coude, like as ye haue herde hifore / and whan reaches 
he thought hys tyme best, departed, & wtt/an litil while came in-to 
the Keaume of Sizile / and whan themperoor was assertayned he 

4 was nere / he toke his hors / and in his company, the Turke & the King Hmn- 
k}Tige of Scotte«, and many othir grete prince* and Lordes / and Ey ui« bS- 
whan they mette wM the kynge of England / and was assertayned Davii and 
it was Ector, The Emperour was neuir so ameruailed / The Turke & oicays. 
8 the kynge of Scotte* were sore abasshed / Natheles, eche one made 
othir grete chore / and in esspecialle the kynge of England made 
Athis grete chere, no thing wenyng he had hen kyng, nor of blode 
Boialle ; but whan he knewe he was a kynge, as wele as he & the 

12 next 1 neighbour that he had / eche of them made meruailous loie P leaf 109] 
of othir / But ouir alle men / fferaunt had grete ioie / and helde him 
self moost vrous man that lyued in his tyme / seyng two so grete 
kynge* that had so long contynued in his seruyce / and than came 

16 he to salewe the kyng of England / and he did him alt the honot^r 
that he coude / sayng / " myne owne maister / Lo, here jour ser- 
uaunt / that neuir shaH faile you, dales of his lif / Here may ye se 
two of yowr seruaunte* : wold oure lord, the thridde were in suche 

20 condicion ! " than asked he if any tidingea were of him / " Trewly," No tidings 
saide themperowr, " nay / and therof haue y grete meruaile " / whan heard of 
the two kynge* herd that / they were right sory / thinkynge eehe of F?anoe. 
in him self / they wolde gif the third part of their Keaume to haue 

24 him in their company / The kynge of England thought verily, that 
if he coude gete him, he wolde marye him to one of his susters / 
and gif him grete possessiot^ns. thinkyng he coude nowhere so wele 
bistowe hir with that he were a gentilman / In suche thoughte* & 

28 wordes, rode they to the Towne. And like as the tidynge* of the 
kynge of Scotte* came to themperesse emd to hir doughtir, came 
tidynge* of the kynge of England, how for trouthe it was Ector, that 
so longe had be in seruice there. The Emperesse & hir doughtir, & 

32 alle the ladies & gentilwomen, gretly reioised it^ and thought it was 
half a miracle, for the meruaile they had therof / Themperowr went 
to his loggyng / and the kynge of Englond went to his / by the King Hum- 
commaundement and ordynaunce of the Emperot^r ; and the Turke, 

36 & the kynge of Scotte*, brought him there / and went agein to their 
owne loggyng / and taried not there scantly til they had half soped / 
but went agein to the kynge of Englond, and founde him yet stille King David, 
at soper / and fferaunt iriih him / than sate thei downe wttA hem / Oreaystaik 

40 and than talkid they of Le Surnome. a man might haue had ioie Phuip. ^ 
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and meruaile, to haue herd them reherce the gi*ete noblesse & 

bountees of him / and for his grete renome, euery man loued him / 

On the tothir side was thempey'esse in the halle, accompayned with 

ladies & gentilwomen / and ther was noone othir talkyng, but of 4 

the kynge of Englond, and the kyng of Scottes, hou long they had 

KiiigPiiiiip be amonge« them vnknowen / and there was Le Surnome corn- 
is expected at ° ' 
the Tourney, playned / and so7nme saide that yet he might come to this Tottmay 

[' if.io9,bk.] tyme y-nough / and if it were possible to him, ^so wold he accord- 8 

yng to his promys / The ladies had grete desir to se him ; but ouir 

alle other, thempe^'owrs doughterhad grete sorowe that he was not 

come ; and praied god, Le Surnome might be of as grete blode & 

power as any of the i j. kynge«. Af tir soper, the kynge of Englond 1 2 

& of Scotte^, & the Turke, & alle the prince*, came to se the ladies / 

the kynge of Englond was fulle wele receyued amonge* them / and 

questioned, wherfore he kepte him self so long vnknowen. he 



KJngHum- auswcrd & saide, that in his emp?-isonment, & at his deliueraunce, 10 

for forawri ^^® made suche promcsse / Than saide he, " y pray god comfort Le 

unSSown Surnome, and sende him good auenture, where so euer he be ; for, 

next god, y may thanke him of my lif." and sayng thies wordes, 

the teeres fillo from his yeen / for sorow fat he hadde J?«t ho coude 20 

here no tydynges of hym / The ladies gaf him a grete preise, seyng 

that " Le Surnome had wele bistowed his se^-uice, that it was so wele 

Dancing reioembred " / anoon the mynstralls playde / and the daunces began 

on alle partes / there kuightes, ladies, & gentilwomen dauncyng ; and 24 
euer amonge^j was Surnome remembred / moost of any thing / In 
mrtm'the' ^ ^^^ festing & pleasir, abode they til the day of Tot^may / Now is it 
Tourney. fjyme to spckc of the kynge of ffraunce, and of his vncle the Due of 

Burgoigne. llUumination : Meetinff of the Emperor and the King of France.'] 28 

S'Franw*^ ril^^ kynge of ffraunce, ))at wold be vnknowen, wolde not 

departe so sone as the tothir did / hou-be-it he knewe of the 

departyng of many kynge* and princes / and in what estate 

and richesse the kynge of Englond & the kynge of Scotte* were 32 

departed yn. and many tymes was his vncle and he in commuyii- 

cacion for his purweaunce ; and the kynge was the best diuiser that 

[« leaf 1 10] any man coude fynde : he devised ^not as a pore caitif, but as a 

kynge / so that there was noon, of what estate and condicxon he 30 
vantg to " was of / to be compared to him. Tlire daies bifore, he had sent his 
get lodgings scruaunte* to take vp loggyng for the Due of Burgoigne / enheritowr 
ofBurgiuHiy and Regent of ffraunce, whiche hath in his company v. or vj. M* 

and his large * w «/ 

retiuue. hoTscs, wlierof there be vj. Dukes and xiiij. Erics, beside grete Barons 40 



T 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



K. Philip of France and the Duke of Burgundy land in Sicily. 183 

and noble knightes, that w^re in his company. He ordeyned than his 
vncle to take vpone him the playne armes of ffraunce, seyng, " that 
it ought to be so / for it shold be to him repreef to towmay in any 
4 other cote annowr than in his owne " / The due of Burgoigne, whiche The Dnice of 
entended no-thing so moche as the pleasir of his nevew, was content agrees to aii 

° ^ that K. Philip 

\fith alle that he wold ordeyne / how-be-it, he tolde him that folkea proposes, 
wolde speke moche therof / inasmoche as he was not crowned kynge, 
8 nor bare the name therof / Neuirtheles, in conclusiown, thus it was 
apointed / and thus it was done / And ther was noman in alle ffraunce 
that [wold] contrary the Dukea pleasir / hou-be-it, his day was not 
come, by a yere and more, of the vij. yere / and alle such murmur & 
1 2 wordes, dred the Due. But it was sure at the ende, what-som-euir 
was saide, shold be to his grete honour / and alle thinge was arredied 
thus as y haue tolde you / and the kynge departed at suche tyme King Phi«p 

stftrts iroiu 

as he might come to the Empe?-owr a ij. nightes bifore the Towmey / France. 

16 and whan his herbegowrs came afore / and asked loggyng for so 
grete a nombre / themperowr was abasshed, and mei-uailed moche / 
Than they tolde him how he was Regent of ffraunce, and enheritowr / 
and noon but he apparaunt to be kynge / and so toke he him self / 

20 Of alle this, thempe?'our had grete meruaile / & specially, sith he was 
so nere vnto him, that he had not before tyme sent noon embassat 
for the mariage of his doughtir. IF Now cometh the tyme of the 
Dukes departyng / no man may thinke the richesse that that tyme The Duke 

24 was at Parys, of the grete princes that were come thider / whos 
abilementes and purzteaunce were to lotig to reherce / when alle was 
redy, the Duke departed / and they that he had in his conduyte / 
The kynge went alwey before or behinde / euery man praied god to 

28 sonde the Due good auenture, for moche was he biloued ^amonges p if.iio,bk.] 
them ; hou-be-it they had a litil grugge vnto him now / for this, 
that he bare the playne armes of ffraunce / and they praied god 
they might ones se the kynges sone a lyue amonges them / for than 

32 sholde he be fayne to leue thoos amies / Thus departed he, as y 

telle you. The Due spedde his lournay so, that he came in-to the Thev reach 
Reaume of Sizile / and whan he ffirst entred in-to the Reaume, he 
was assertayned what kynges & prynces were there / and how the 

36 kynfeo of England was Ector : and the kynge of Scottes was Athis / and hear of 

•^ ^ ^ ' , 1 . Kings Hum- 

that so longe had be in seniice there. The Due knewe thies names girey and 

wele, by reporte of his Neuewe / and had right grete ioie of them / 

and assone as he might, he made relacion vnto the kynge, whiche 

40 had therof a meruailous gladnesse / thinkyng in himself / that suche 
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anentme bad neuir be seen / tbat iij. kynge^ sones ynknowen sbold 
be daily semanntes yn one bouse to a knygbt / Tban tbougbt be tbat 
tbis entent migbt not be bad / for be tbongbt before to baue bad 
tbem botbe yn bis bonse / tbongb tbey bad coste bim tbe balf of bis 4 
Eeaume / wbicbe now migbt not be / Tban saide be to bis Tncle, 
'* now shalt y ride ioyfuUy / for y sbalt se tbe moost part of tbem tbat y 
lone" / Tbns rode tbey til tbey came nere vnto tbe place wbere tbem- 
Th^Jtanwor p^ottr was / and at tbe towne tbat be logged / next vnto tbemperottr / 8 
Nobtoii^to tbere mette wi\h bim many noble men / tbat tbemperot^r bad sent 
Bmmdy. ^^^^ ^^™ ' ^^^ ihffT^ dyned tbey wit^ bym / and the Due asked 
them many questions of the werres tbat bad ben amonges tbem / 
and they tolde bim, and also of the fortune of fferaunt, <' wbicbe bad 1 2 
ij. kynges in his seruice / wbicbe were the moost noble men of the 
worlde sauf one, wbicbe was in their company, that was named Le 
Sumome, wbicbe was the ffloure, and surmounted alk othir " / & 
there they reherced bis persone, bis worthy nesse, and bounte / and 16 
alle the wele that coude be seid of any man / yit knewe not the Due 
that it was his neyewe that was called Le Sumome. But assone as 
he might departe from them of Sizile / be came to his nevewe / & 
besought him on his feith to telle him bow he was named whan he 20 
King Phiup was in Sizile. and the kynge, that wold not displease his ynclc, 

telU the Dake ./ o » r » 

his assomed tolde him that his first name was Le Despurueu / but the Emperowrs 
doughtir had chaungid it, and named hym Le Surnome. And whan 
p leaf 111] the Due herde this / and knewe for trouthe it was he ^of whom the 24 
wh|oh the grete renome sprange so feri'e / he embraced him with grete ioie. 
to hear. and the kyng asked him what meved him so to do ; and he tolde 
. him the grete honour that he had herd spoken of him ; and seid so 
moche, that the kynge wax alle rede & shamefast / and saide, " faire 28 
vncle, they that baue made this report, y suppose be my grete 
frendes ; but parauenture ye shalle here suche tidynge*, or ye go 
oute of this cuntre, that happily shalle not please you so moche." 
The Due in his mynde praised him moche for that answere, & saide / 32 
" now wille ye go bifore or behinde " / " forsothe," saide the kynge, 
wiu^now "1 " ^ ^^^^^ S^ bifore / and not fer from you, but as a gentilman of 
man oThii" 7^"^^*^ " / ^^^ ^^^ '^^ coutcnt with his pleasir / The Empcrowr 
uucie'8. ijLad alwey hope to here som tidynge* of Le Sumome. The ladies 36 
that had herd speke of the grete richesse, and of the grete lordes 
that sbold come to the towne, besought themperour they might be 
at the wyndowes to se them come / Themperowr was agreable. 
Themperesse, & hir doughtir, and alle the ladies, went forth / whan 40 
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they that were in the towne herd thies tidyngc* / euery man 
appointed him self in the hest wise they coude / to ride forth and 
mete the Due of Burgoigne. The kynge of ffraunce was araied as 
4 a squier, and set on the best hors that was in alle the company / and 
iij. or iiij. moo that knewe of his counseUe, were araied in sute wit£ 
him / and eche one a visour bif ore his face / Themperot^r, and the yong The Dnke of 
Turke, & alle the kynge« & princes that were in the toAvne, rode met^ tfe ' 
8 cute to mete the Due of Burgoigne / and wMin litil way of the hiTEinR^*" 
towne, they mette with hym; and there was neither knight nor 
squyer in his company, but he had outher trapoures or horshameys 
of clothe of gold / or velewet embrowdird / there was neuir so grete 

12 richesse seen in Sizile bif ore in one day / whan the yong kynge 
saw the kyng of Englond and the kyng of Scott^^, he salewed them 
a ferre ; & the hors wheron he rode was so plesaunt, that his maist^r 
might guyde him as he wold / and he made ij. or iij. lepes fulle 

16 manerly / the hors was plesaunt, and the man that was on hym 
moche more / he was loked on of many folke* / but noon knewe hym 
[as] he passed forthe. The Empero2«r came to the Due, and salued 
him as perteyned to his estate / af tir acqueyntaunce, they rode alle • 

20 togedir to the towne ; and the yong kynge and his company was 

alway nere vnto ^ the Due / At their comyng in-to the Towne, was not p if. iii,bk.] 
seen suche estate of richesse sit£ the worlde began / the wyndowes The Sicilian 
and the stretcs were alle hanged wtt^ riche clothes / and alle the magnifloentiy 

24 wyndowes fulle of ladies & gentilwomen / and whan they shold 
passe by themperesse & hir faire doughtir, the yonge kynge knewe 
them wele y-nough, ye may wele thinke / the cawcy was to litil for 
his hors & him / for alle that was possible for hym or his hors to do / 

28 was done bifore the ladies ther ; and it semed to as many as bihelde 
'him / that he sate as easely as he had ben vpon a litil amblyng 
nagge / and the ladies & gentilwomen gaff their beholdyng nioost 
vnto him / but the prese was suche, they lost the sight of him longe 

32 or they wold, and whan themperowr came there as the ladies lay / 
he alight, and made to conduyte the Due of Burgoigne vnto his log- 
ging, Vfi\h many kynge« & princis ; & whan they had brought hym 
there, [ ] Than the Due knewe that themperowr had supped / 

36 and that it was tyme to se the ladies, he departed from his loggyng / 

so accompanyed, that it was meruaile to se / he came to themperot^rs The Dake 
paleis, where he f ounde themperesse accompanyed wtt^ grete nombre Empree^ 
of ladies and gentilwomen / and so many faire, that it was a paradis 

40 to biholde them / but as the sonne passeth in beaute the sterres / so, ^ 
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in beaiite & behaving, passetb alle othir, the faire & good lolant. The 
due sained the ladies, as to their estate belonged ; and than he felk 
in talkyng \fi\h tlus faire lady / whom he founde so wele assured in 
alld hir behanyng that he thought his nevewe wele fortuned to haue 4 
such chois / if his fortune might folow the remenaunt of his wille / 
for as him thought, she was nounpareilt of the world / The daunces 
began ; the kynge^ and prince came to se the daunces / the halt 
was newe, made so grete and so plenteuous / that suche a-nothir 8 
was neuir seyen / The yong kynge of ffraunce was behinde alle othir, 
holdyng a knight of his by the arme / and bihelde the daunces, 
and specially his faire lady / and besought god his fortune might be 
as good as his wiUe ; and biheld his ij. felawes disportyng them / & 12 
dauncyng among the ladies / trustyug / or long to / to be knowen 
there, asmoche to his herte^ ease / as was to any of them / There 
was many of themperours court that com^pleyned sore Le Sumome, 
whiche he him-self might here / seyng, " that they were no we alle out 16 
of hope / and that they thought wele that he was outher dede or 
seke, seyng the promys that he had made to be there at that day / 
and if he were dede / it were the grettist pite of his dethe that euir 
was of any so pore a man in alk this worlde." Thise wordes herde 20 
many of the frenshmefl ; and tolde vnto the Due their maistcr, the 
grete lawde that this man had, whiche was named Le Sumome. 
and thempe?'OMr him-self spake of him, and had for him right grete 
sorowe / & so had alle the ladies and gentilwomen. The kynge of 24: 
ffraunce, knowyng alle this / saide vnto suche as knewe his entente / 
" if euer he had hert to do wele / it was now tyme to shewe it at 
this to«may / and also he wist wele, wtt/zout grete paine & trauaile 
this grete conqueste might not be made wele " / tliey sniyled Sc seide / 28 
" they of this Eeaunie sey so euel of you / that we ar half in drede 
of yowr spede." " Truly," seide the kynge, " y shalt do aswele as 
y can '* / Themperowr praid the Due of Burgoigne, on the morowe 
to suppc with hym and alle the prince* of his company / flFor he had 32 
fested alle other straungers bifore / and this was the even of the 
towrnay. The Due gi-auuted hym / and toke leue of him and of 
the ladies / and went to his loggyng / many were there that wold 
haue conueyed hym, but he wold not suflfre them / and assone as he 36 
came to his loggynge / he foimde leiser to speke wM his N'evewe, 
saing vnto him / " that wele he had chosen / and yf there were any 
prowesse in him / he shold put him in payne now to do wele ; for 
if in his defaute he lost suche a wele / he might be sure neuer to 40 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SitUan Orcays turns Christian, and takes the Name of Charles, 187 

recouere the semblable" / if the kyiige were amorous to-fore / his 
vnkells wordes made him more ; sayng viito him / " Ifaire vncle, 
myn armes shalle faile me, outher y shall dye in the payne / or y and win 
4 shalt haue hir." The Due began to laugh, and tolde him how or die. ' 
thempero«r had praied him to soper on the next day / and alle the 
princ€5 of his company / this nyght they went to rest. The kynge 
of ffraunce thought euery houre a yere / til the day of the towmay / 
8, and yit was there but one day therto. The fifelde was ordeyned by tiw fleia 
themperowrs commaundement, where the Towmay shold be / and » settled, 
placis apointed, & deliuerd to euery kynge and prince, to hang vp 
^theire tented and pauilions. I had forgoten to reherce, howe that [» if.ii2,bk.] 

12 very [1 MS.] night was shewed vnto the yong Turke / that, but if he snitnn 
were cristened / he might not be receyued vnto the towrnay / He made 
many grete doutes, lest his suggetc/f wold destroie him, or chase him 
out of his Realme / and than the Emperowr and alle the kynge« and beingpromht 

16 princis that were there, promised him aide, and to take his part, if ciiristmn 
any suche cause were / and in trust of their promesse, he bicame '"jn* ciiris- 
cristened on the morow / the kynge of Englond and the kynge of 
Scottes crist-ened him / and eche of them put othir to such worship, 

20 that they wold not gyue the Turke their owne name / so that he 
bight af tir neither of them, but was named Charles / also a grete and is 
part of his company bicame cristened. On the morow, did euery 'Cbaries.' 
man set vp his Tente« & Pauylions / euery man in his owne quarter / 

24 But ouir alle othir, the Due of Burgoignes Tente bare the brute / 
whiche was of the playne armes of fPraunce / and was valued at 
CCC M*. scutes, that night came the Due to soper to thempe?*0Mr / 
and the Emperowr and the ladies made him grete chere ; and at At the Em- 

28 that soper, was speche of le Surnome, and was asmoche complayned J^p^^^^J**® 
as any man might be / The Emperowr seide asmoche good of him Khfg phlup 
as coude be thought / and tolde the Due that he was cause of alle ilmSSd. 
his hono?*r / and rehersed his persone, maner, and condictons / and 

32 than wisshed him as mighti a kynge as any of his ij. ffelawes / and 
than saide he / " he promysed me to haue ben here agein at this 
day, if he had ben a ly ve and at his liberte / wherfore y thinke verily Folk think 
he ys dede" / and in sayng thise wordes, the teeres felle from his 

36 yen. whan this faire lady herde speke of the dethe of Le Surnome, 

she coude not kepe hir from wepyng ; and alle othir that there were, loinnte weeps 

, , . ^ , * , V , -rx , , , ' for him. 

bemoned him moche. And whan the Due saugh the grete loue 

that alle folkes had to his nevew / and herde his grete vertues 

40 rehersed, ye may be sure he had grete ioie / and saide to the 
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EmperouT, 'Hraljy sir, he hath wele employde his seruyse / and 
perauenture he may he seke wttZiout dethe ; and if god wille, ye shal 
f alle wele se him hereaf tir " / Thus, and in suche wordes, passid 
forth the soper / and aftir soper, the Due, as though he were a litil 4 
envious of the preise that he herde of Le Surnome, saide vnto the 
TiieDakeof faire lolante, '' Madame, me think eth / Le Surnome wele vred / for 
^"^^us] whan he was spoken of this night / ye coude not kepe you ^from 
feuJto about wepyng / wherfore y suppose he he more in yowr grace than many 8 
his Nephew, qIjJjjj » j tt j^ g^^^ feith," quod she, '* y loue him right wele ; and so 
haue y grete cause / yf ye had in yot^r company one that had done 
asmoche for you, as Le Surnome hath done for my lord my f adir, & 
for me / ye had an hard hert, if ye herde speke of his dethe / and 12 
were not sory " / The Due sawe wele she was not pleased with his 
worded, he was not sory, for he thought it touchid hir hert som- 
what, & trustid wit/an iij. dales after / the peas shold he made, 
anoon aftir, he toke his leve, saing, he most that night attende to 16 
his hesinesse / that night came noon of the tothir Princis to the 
Emperoi^r / for eche of them attendid that he had to do on the 
morow. The due came to his loggyng; and assone as he might, 
went to the kynge his Nevewe, and tolde him what wordes he had 20 
herde of him that night / and what speche was hitwene him and 
the Emperours doughtir, saing, " sir, now do so, that this preyse and 
recommend acton may corttynue." he answerd, "I pray god graunt 
me that grace.'' That night went he to rest / and on the morow 24 
rose yp he tymes, and went & herd masse, and than apointed them 

to he redy. lIUuminati<m: the Tournav: KiUffkU eharging; Iolant«t ^' looking on.l 

He Princis were departed hy the knightea and kynge* of 
Amies, one ageinst a nothir / and were nomhred, of kynge« 28 
X, heside the kynge of ffraunce, whiche was vnknowen ; and 
with 206 men of othir priuce* & lorde« of Roialle hlode, CC. and vj.; so that they 
were in all CC. & xv j. and on eche side,^ C. & viij. ; on that one side 
the kynge of England and the Due of Burgoigne / & on that othir 32 
side, the yonge Turke and the kyng of Scotte* / The scaffold on the 
tothir side was where the ladies were ; and this faire lady was set 
vp allone on hight, because euery man shold se hir. Themperour 
P If. 118, bk.] 3 was on an scaffold, accompayned with many nohle men /. and 36 
flferaunt the Seneshalt was wtt^ him. At the houre that the 
Towrnay shold he, the Trumpeter blew vp /.The kynge« & prince* 
came out of their pavilions, euery man armed \fi\h his helme on 
^ MS. on eche side and 
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his hede / his Coteannottr on him, his baner a-fore him, and alle 
their horses couerd yvith their armes. The yonge Turke and the saltan 
kynge of Scotte« came on the tone side / the kynge of Eiiglond / k. David ar^ 
4 and he that men helde the Due of Burgoigne, on the tothir side / Humphrey 
and whan the kynge of ffraunce came out of his pauyli'on / eueri PJiuip. 
man beheld him with grete meruaile, wenyng he had ben the Due 
of Burgoigne / by cause he ware the playne armes ; and there was 
8 leyde grete charge vnto him in many folke« mouthis, for weryng 
thies armes, he not beyng kynge. ARe thise thinges done / thei 
were embatailed eche ageinst othir, the corde drawen before eche The Tourney 
X>artie / and whan tyme was, the cordes were cutt / and the Trumpetis 

1 2 blew vp, for euery man to do his deuoir / And for to assertayne you 

more of the Towraay, there was on eche side a stake / and at eche On each side 
stake two kynges of armes, yrith penne and Inke and paper, to the beaten 
write the names of slle them that were yolden / for they shold nomore 

16 Towmay / The Due of Burgoigne was on horsbak, accompanyed wet/i 
them with the visours / and had a visowr alwey bifore his visage ; and 
they kepte them to-geder alway nere the kynge ; for grete desire had 
the Due to se his worthynesse. Suche an assemble was neuir noon 

20 seen bifore / nor so many noble armes to-gedir / euery man payned 
him to haue the price / The kynge of ffraunce saw where his lady 
stode / and so did alle the remenaunt, which e doubled their corage 
and worthynesse. This Towrnay dured longe tyme ; so moche / that 

24 it was meruaile that any man might endure that / that eche of theym 

did / Ouir alle othir, the kynge of ffraunce did meruailously : he ouir- KingPhiUp 
threwe men & horses, so that there was vnnethes any that durst does best 
abide his strokes, the Emperour, and they that were in the scaffolded, 

28 were alle abasshed of the prowesse of the Due of Burgoigne / there 
was noon to be compared with him / In like wise seid the ladies, 
and were ameruailed and sory that the kynge of Englond ^and the p leaf ii4] 
kynge of Scottes were of no bettir power to encountre the Due. It 

32 is to thinke, the Due of Burgoigne had grete ioie to se the worthy- 
nesse of his JSTevewe ; and so had the Frensshemen, wenyng it were 
the Due / saing amongea them / " oure maister is a meruailous noble 
man " / and so seide alle othir nactons that were there / and meruailed 

36 alle of him. So long endured this Towrnay, til, by the Emperowrs 

ordenaunce, the Trumpeter blewe the retrayte, that euery man shold wiien the 
wit^drawe him / there were not xxx** men on the Turkes side that sounded, 
might feight / but alle were sent to the stake. There were double the »« left on 

° o / the Sultan's 

40 feighters on the kyngea side of ffraunce ; for, by the seide kynge, sWe- 
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were sent to the stake vj. kyiige« and viij. Dukes, & xxij Efles, 
wherof the yongo Turke was one / whiche at that tyme had leuer 
haue dyued than lyued / The kynge of Englond and the kynge of 
Scottefi sawe wele they coude not wynne the pryce alle dales, ffor the 4 
first day the pryce was wowne fro them hothe ; wherof they were 
right sorowfulle / than euery man drewe to his Pavilion, trist & 
King Piiiiip pensifE as they might be / But the kynge of ffraunce was alle in a 
hope. nother thought / for he departed wit^ good hope, as glad and ioy- 8 

iuUe as he might be / and made him to be vnarmed / and his vncle 
coude not kepe him for takyng him in his armes / whan he remem- 
brid his grete noblesse that he had seen him do that day. Than 
went euery man to soper / and ouir alle the towne ranne the brute 1 2 
on the Due of Burgoigne / euery man seid that, sauf Le Sumome, 
he was the moost valiaunt man that euer they sawe / Aftlr soper 
the ladies came in-to the halle to the daunces / and there they seide 
loianteia to this faire lady / " By my feith, madame, and the Due cowtynue 16 
will be his. thus worthyly, ye be his / wold oure lorde he were xx** yere youger 
than he is I " Some seid that, " to-morow he shalbe so wery, that he 
shal not mowe contynue / and if he do not, the Emperour may chose 
whiche of them best pleasith him / and if it so be / I suppose he 20 
wilt knowe jouv wilt or he make any graunt of you " / " By my 
feithe," seid th« faire lady, " my wilt shal be as pleasith him / and 
neuir other-wise shal y thynke " / As they were in such talkyng 
came the kyngea and the princis to Courte / but ouir alle othir was 24 
the Due of Burgoigne beholden of alle folke« ; & moche murmo«r 
[1 if.iii.bk.] was ther of him / somme saide *^ he made a nothir to toe^may ^in his 
place ; for certain it was. not He that was to day yn the felde / it 
sheweth nothing in his face ; for he ys as fressh as he was yester 28 
even this tyme." Thise wordes multiplied so moche, that the 
knighted and ladies had noon othir talkyng but of him / In so 
moche that men spake vnto themperot^r therof / and saide, that 
** by this meane the kynges and prince* might be deceyued." Wher- 32 
The Emperor forc they besougtlt the Emp^owr / that on the morow, to put alle 
ordl^rthat, thing outc of suspecion, euery sholde departe oute of the felde 
Tourneyew vuhclmed / The Dukes folkes herde wele thise wordes that were 

spoken of their maister / for alle the halle was ful therof / and spmme 36 
of them went and tolde the Due therof ; and how alle folkes shold go 
vnhelmed out of the felde / and he made countenaunce of grete 
displeasir / but he had right grete ioie in his thought, hou-be-it he 
wold telle his nevewe no thing therot Than remembred he / how 40 



shall anhelm. 
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euery kynge bare a crowne on his helme / sauyng the kynge of 
:ffra\mce / than toke he leue, & went home to him / and tolde him 
how many folkes spake that he bare the playne armes of ff raunce 
4 that day / and was not crowned / ** wherfore it behoueth yon to here 
the crowne, or ellts to here myne annes " / Than seid the kynge, " I am King Phiiip 
content to here the crowne to-morowe " / Thus concludid, they went wear his 

Crown. 

to bedde til on the morow / That momyng, alle the princis besought 
8 the Emperour that eche one of them shold come ynhehned before 
the ladies ; and so forth euery man go streight forth to his pavilion / 
Themperowr agreed therto. The Due was ware therof be tymes in 
the momyng / and appointed him-self right richely / and sat vpone 

12 a stately Courser / his visowr stille on / and whan tyme came, as the 
ordenaunce was the day bifore / euery prince came out of his pavil- 
ion aftir the blowyng of the Trumpeter ; and euery man shold haue 
come out vnhelmed / But the kynge of ffraunce came out alle armed / 

16 his helme on his hed / and his crowne theron / whan men saw him 
here the crowne / euery man meruailed, & saide that " he aught not 
to here it / sith he toke not on him the name of kynge " ; exyery man 
spake herof / the cordes were cutte as they were the day bifore. tii« second 

20 The tot^may dured long, wele f oughten / & grete armes that day ney begin!.' 
were seen / wher-thorugh some dyed. Ouir ^alle othir, the Due of \} leaf ii5] 
Burgoigne bare the brute / the dedes of alle the tothir that were in Sin o!ltdS» 
the towmay, were not to be compared with his / notwithstandyng *^®'**«'^®"- 

24 the moost worshipfulle of the world were ther / he ouirthrewe man 
and horses, he racyd of helmes fro hedes / and finally he did so in 
armes, that euery man fled him ; ther was not of them that were 
ageinst him whan the Trumpetis blew the retraite, passing x. that 

28 might defende them ; and if the Trumpeted had taried a litil lenger, 
alle they on his side sholde haue founde noon to feight vriih. The 
kynge of Scotte« was not brought to the stake that day, nor the 
Turke nother / the trumpetes sowned, the listes were closed. The 

32 kynge of fraunce wende to haue passid as he did the day before / 
but fEeraunt came bifore him / and tolde him the crye & orden- 
aunce of themperour. The Due of Burgoigne knewe of thies 
werkes, and was entred wetTiyn the listes alle allone, wherof many 

36 folkea meruailed / The kynge of ffraunce, feling thus taken, had KingPiuiip 
grete displeasir in his herte; hou-be-it, he most nedes obeye, & 
came bifore the scaffold, where as the Empe7*oz£r and the ladies 
were / The Due of Burgoigne alwey folowing him / Now cometh i« unheimd 

40 fferauwt as nere to the scaffold as he coude, and vnlacid the helme ^ 
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of bim that he had in charge ; and assone as it was of his hede, 
that he knewe it was Le Surnome, he coude not refrayne him to 
kisso him / and whan the Emp^rottr and the ladies knewe him / 
they made ioie out of mesure / whan the kyng of Scottes and the 4 
kynge of Englond knewe that their felaw was there, they embraced 
him wi't^ as grete ioie as coude be thought. The Emperour coude 
no lenger kepe him on his scaffold, but came downe, and lepe an 
The Emperor hors bak, and came to embrace Le Surnome, his special frende & 8 
King PhUip. seruaunt. There was the preas aboute him out of nombre. Somme 
saide, " beholde the outrage of this Due 1 This man is of ffraunce / 
and the Due knoweiJi his worthynesse, and hath made him to2^rnay 
in his place, wenyng therby to haue the faire lolant." The Due of 12 
Burgoigne toke of his visot^r / and required to speke with the 
Emperoi^r in the presence of alle his ladies. Than came he before 
the EmperoMr, and spake so high that alle might here him / " sir, 
this same that hath tournaide, is the Kynge of Fraunce " / and tolde 16 
[iif.ii6,bk.] he how he ^departid out of ffraunce / and of the dethe of his 
ffadir / seing that alia that he had dona was by his commaunde- 
ment / wherfore he bisought the Emperot^r of pardone. whan the 
Emperoztr knewe that he was kynge of ffraunce, he saide that god 20 
was luste. This was anon knowen ouir alia men / and in esspecialle 
amonge them of ffraunce / that knewe nothinge thereof afore. But 
Hi* French- than they cried with a high voice, " No welt ! " clappyng their handes / 
wm. The Emperottr and ladies wepte bo the for ioie & pite ; and aboue alle 24 

othir, made faire lolant grete ioie / thinking in hir-self there was 
neuer womman more bounde to god / trustyng to be accompanyed 
wit/t him / that hir hert moost desired / Aftir this grete, ioie euery 
prince went to his pavilione. Themperowr coude not wele leue of 28 
embracyng and kissing the kynge of ffraunce. grete was the ioie 
amonge^ them / and fferaunt, whan he hadde beholde his iij. 
seruaunte* saide that, "neuer man of his power was so mightily 
serued as he had ben " / whan the Empe7X)ur behelde the Due of 32 
The Emperor Burgoigue, he thought he was a passing goodly man of his yeres, 
Duke of seyng, "that god had wele ioyned so grete truthe and comlynesse 
in o persone ; for honorably and truly he had acquyte him to his 
Nevewe." the kynge seid then, that " of long tyme had he knowen 36 
his vncles trouthe ; for there was neuer fadir kynder to his childe / 
than he had alway founde his vncle to him." The kynge of Eng- 
land & of Scottes, the more they thought on their fortune, the more 
were they abasshed & ameruailed ; for they had neuer redde in 40 
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romiOis nor in Cronicles, noon like vnto theirs. The Turke, whan he 
sawe this, wondird also gretly in hym-self / and thought wele, by 
the kynge of ffraonce, the Eealme of Sizile had be recouerd / ther- 
4 fore it was moost conuenient, & best right, that his fortune shold be 
to enioie it. Themperour thought this fortune a miracle^ ; wh erf ore p ms. mir- 
he made alle the belles of the towne to be rongen / and toke the tii* Emperor 
kynge by the hande, & brought him to the chirche / and euery man bduili the 
8 thankid god, that by his grace he had sent thise iij, kynges to their ^^^ ""**' 
recou^re, and releef of the cristen feith / and alle the straungers that 
herd therof , yaue god a grete lawde, holdyng it for a very miracle / 
Frensshmen, that had recouerd their kyng / and knewe for trouthe 

12 it was the same ^that was named Le Sumome, that had done so pieafiiej 
grete a wele to the realme of Sizile, of whom the renome spred 
thorugh alle the world / thankid god as hertly, and wM a grete ioie, 
as was possible / Than brought themperot^r the kynge of ffraunce to He takes 

16 se the ladies / whiche coude not re&ayne their loke^ fro him while tosMioiiuiL, 
he was there, sauf the faire and good lolant, whiche was so wele 
assured in euery manere, whiche bihelde him with suche womman- 
hode and wisdom, that neither he nor noon othir shold perceyue hir bat eh* win 

not show hef 

20 thought, al*be-it she had not leste pleasir to behold him / In like love for him. 
wise was he as wele assured, for he thought than no place nor tyme 
couenable to shewe that moost touchid his hert / But whan he 
might, he toke leve of themperowr to chaunge him, and aftir sope?' 

24 to come agein to se the ladies. The Emperowr made to speke vnto 
him secretly / that he and his vncle shold come suppe yfiih the 
ladies / In like wise warned he the kynge of England and of 
Scotteff. The kynge of ffraunce agreed to his cowmaundement 

28 without any grugge / for there was no-thinge that he desired so 
moche, as to be in the company of somme that shold be ther. Thus 
departed he, and toke fferaunt by the arme, wold he or not / and King PhiUp 
so went vfiih him, arme in arme, thorugh the towne, til he came to friends 

32 his logging / where as they made grete ioie / and talked of many 
thinge* passed / and so drave forth, til tyme came they shold go to 
soper to the Emperoi^r / than departed they fro his loggyng til he 
came to thempe?'our, whiche was accompanyed with the kynge« goto sop 

36 afore rehersed. There were set at his boorde, himself, his wif, & Emperor, 
his doughtir, and ij. othir grete ladies / The kynge of ffraunce, of 
Englond, and of Scotte^, and the due of Burgoigne ; and fferaunt, 
maugre his wille, was set there at the request of the thre kynges. 

40 At the soper, was rehersed the gouemaunce of them / how they iij. 

THREE kings' SONS. O 
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had ben seruaunte^ to ffeiaont / aud how Uiey shewed them self at 
this to2«may in suche fourme, that their first noblesse might not be 
forgoten in this Boalme. thus passed forth the soper / And the 
Emp^rouT saide to fferaonty 'Hhat there might no mysauenture 4 
befalle hym, seyng such iij. seruauntes had seroid him " / & they 
seidy " god had sent hem grete grace to serue so good a maister as 

[t ir. 116, bk.] he was / that, next themperoz^r, there was no man lyving they ^ wolde 
be gladder to do honour and pleasir vnto." The soper passed forth 8 

The Em- ioifully / litU was eten there, for they were alle fedde Yriih ioie. 

are too full The Emperour behelde the kynge of fEraunce, that his f aire sone 
* shold be, and thought wele that god had accomplisshed all^ weles 
in him. Themperesse thought accordyng to the same. This faire 12 
lady, how moche so euer she was reioised in hii thought, hir 
maner was suche that no man coude parceyue it ; on the tothir side, 
the kynge of firaunce, in beholdynge hir, trustid as wele to p^rf orme 
the iij^. day as he had begone; wherthorugh he was so ravissht 16 
\ii\h ioie, that he neither eete ne dranke / Af tir soper, bifore the 

King Philip comynge of othir kyng^ and princis / the kynge of ffraunce talked 

love, leUnte. witA the faire lolante / and askid hir, by hir feith, so many noble 

Princis as were at this assemble / if there were not one more than a- 20 
nothir in hir grace / for any thynge that he coude do / he coudo 
perceyue by no wordes of hir / but that alle hir hert & wille was at 
the pleasir of hir ffadir / seyng also she was right ioyfuUe of the I 
grete estate that he was yn, prayng god to sende him asmoche 24 
honour & ioie as he coude wisshe / he thankid hir f ul humbly / 
and askid hir / if god gaf him that fortune to come to the 
manage of / if she wold not so be aswele content as w^t^ arnothir / 
she chaunged colour, & saide, '' God gif hix grace to lyue no lenger 28 
than she be content with hym / that pleasith hir f adir to yeue hir, 
were it be he, or any othir." wtt^ thise wordes came yn many othir 
kynges and princes to themperours Court The kynge of fl&»unce, 
of Englond, and of Scotte^, went to mette them / and brought them 32 
yn to the ladies ; the mynstrallea pleide so many / that alle the halle 

He dances lesoundcd / the daunces began / The kynge of &aunce toke this 

with her j , o / • •/ o 

faire lady, his maistresse, by the hande, and daunced wetA hir / 

euery body behelde them gladly / And themperour and the Due of 36 

Burgoigne talked togedir / and behelde this goodly couple daunc- 

ftndthey^aje yng : " fEorsothc," seid the Emperour / " here is a mete couple/ 

r? MS* di«. ^^^* ^^ ^ grace, presenie them long " / " fforsothe " / said the Due / 

pieasem] " If it please you to make the mariage, I trowe ye shalle displeasen^ 40 
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them neither " / **fforsothe," seid thempcrowr, "if it please the kynge 
to take my doughtir / noon shall haue hir' but he / By the orden- 
aunce of this Towmay, no mafl [can] clayme hir of right / but if he 
^ Wynne alle the iij. daies / ^and that can noman do but he / and [» leaf 117) 
though he do not / if it please him to haue hir, I woll be right 
ioyfult, £Eor he hath deserued a grettir rewarde / yif it were in me 
to yeue it him ; for y holde myn honowr and this Realme, only by 
8 god and him" / euery man that was in the halle sx>ake of this matier / 
and in their mynde gaf this faire lady to the kynge of ffraunce. Aftir 
the daunces, euery man lay downe by the ladies, and talked to-gedir / 
the night came & departed them / and alle folke^ went to rest / and 

1 2 on the morow, at the houre apointed, the kynge^ and princes came The Third 
to the toMmay / as they did the dayes bifore / The kynge of ffiraunce ney begins. 
was wele loked on / that day / & if he had done meruailes the ij. 
daies bifore / it semed to alle f olkes it was nothing in comparison King piiiup 

16 to that he did the last day; for at that day there was none that Wmaeif. 
might abide his strokes ; so that by than the Trumpeter blewe the 
retraite, there was not one on that othir side to feight wit/i-alle. 
Thus venguisshed he the Tournay by sMe iij. daies / and ouir alle He is the 

20 othir next him / the kynge of Englond & the kynge of Scotte8 had the Kings 
the preyse / At the departyng of the Towrnay, the Empero/<r sent wid sootiand 
to alle the kynge* & prince* to suppe wtt^ him that night / and their 

« had he ordeyned the most noble and riche soper that euer had be 

24 seen there bifore / thider came all f olkes; and eueri man set in 
ordre / a prince alwey, and a princesse, or a grete lady / Aftir soper, 
the Empemt^r called the moost part of the noble men that were in the 
halle, reseruyng them that had tottrnaide / and also toke vnto hym 

28 the kjnges of Armes / and the notable heralded of euery prince that 

there waa, and went in-to another halle in Counselle, and made the The grand 

Coaucil 

Daunc6« to begynne, to disport the prince* the meane while / and 
whan he was in his counselle, accompanyed as y haue seid you / he 

32 asked what he shold do / and deliuerd the ordre of the tot^rnay ; and 
asked if *^ they knewe any man that had accomplisshed the trye of 
this, he wold holde his promesse, vfiihout makyng lenger tale " / It 
was so clere matier, that alle, of one accorde, gaf the price of alle iij. 1^1 «djndge 

36 daies to the kynge of ffraunce. The Emperour wolde haue the witte J/JfJ^J^^'^ 
& thauise of the ladies, and sent for the emperesse, & for the moost 
part of the ladies / and the remenaunt abode stille at the Daunce* 
with his doughtir. Than asked he ^ their auise, as he had done of i* if.ii7,bk.i 

40 the men / and anone they gaf their iugement to the kynge of 

o 2 
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firaanoe. Themp6ro»r heiynge this, toke the EmpereaBe by tiie 
bande, & came in-to the halle, and toke their daoghtir as she was 
dauncjng / Mtwene them hothe, and came toward the kynge <^ 
ffirannce ; and whan he saw them, he came to them. Than said 4 
themperoiir, ^'Kight noble & Taliannt kyng! this Tofnnaj was 
oideyned like as ye knowe / wheiof the price ys yonen vnto yon by 
alk iij. daies / hon-be-ity this Toumay compellith yon not to take my 
donghtir, but if it please you. % Natheles, here y piesente hir to 8 
yon, in kepyng my promesse / and gif yon the price / & hir, if it 

please yon to take hir." [lammkimHimz \.MmmUidl^rdtoiLPhai9: i.«MmrMtfto*te.] 

W'Han the kynge of f&annce sawe this present that he moost 
desired, he kneled donne, & saide, ^ my lord ! of the giete 12 
honour and cnrtesie that ye do me / of hir that is so 
moche worth, — ^first, y thanke almighti god / and right hnmbly y 
thanke your grace & the Emperesse / and to ontrageons & ferrest 
oniiseyen shold he he, that suche a present refused / and as for me, 16 
wiK>i?k^j I am redy to take hir / and moost glad therof of any thinge" / 
Than toke he the faire maide, & kissed hir / and eneiy man preide 
god to sende them long lif to-gedir, with moche honour and ioie / 
fforthwit^ was an Archebisshop called, and he enssured them / and 20 
the day of manage was apointed the thrid day / and agein that day 
were cried Instes of .xx. helmes against alle comeis / at whiche day 
the kynge of ffraunce and all6 his company apointed them as richely * 
as was possible / The moost part of kyngf« & princis came to his 24 
loggyng, to do him honour & company that day / than went they to 
[leaf 118] the Emperours loggyng / where they fonde ^themp^esse and hir 
faire doughtir / accompanyed yriXh many ladies and gentilwomen 
redy to go to chirche. I can not leherce the grete richesse that was 28 
that day shewed, in aray and in lewels, amonge the princes and 
princesses / for eche was araied as riche as they conde / ye may wele 
thinke, the kynge of firaunce & his co9»pany Were not the werst ; 
for, ful sory wold he haue ben to a wist any oihir nacion to haue 32 
passed him that day / But he and his yncle exceded in richesse, 
that day, alle othir princis that were there, whan he had seen the 
faire lolant, he went to chirche, accompanyed wit^ many a grete 
prince, and aft^ was she brought to chirche ; where they were 36 
maried wttA grete ioie / and than retoumed home agein to dyner / 
whiche was as grete and as roialk, as to such folke« belonged / The 
kynge of fraunce gaf to the heralded grete richesse, whervpone they 
cried '^ largesse " thorugh the halle, as was accustumed / siier the 40 
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boordes were taken vp / the daunces endured but a while, be cause of Dancw 
the lustes / At the lustes, for the loue of the kynge of ffraunce and then Jonsto. 
of his wif , Themperowr was on the vttir party, and the Due of Bur- »« ^'^"J?*",®^ 
4 goigne was on the Inne side, wM the kynge of ffraunce / Thise marriage, 
luster dured til it was euen / and torche liglit / Tliere were iij. C. 
helmes / and there were so many ladies & gentilwommen, that there 
were Scaffolde* for them on eche side the felde / there had not be 
8 seen bifore, grettir luster than tho. That day, was many an high & 
noble crye of mighti kynges and prince* & grete lordes. Thus 
passed the day til soper tyme / & aftir soper, began the Daunces / 
And there were riche monnayngea of grete princes / & many 

12 riche presenter brought to this faire lady / Tims passed forth the 
night, til it was tyme to go to rest / Than was the faire lolant 
brouglit to bed / The kyng of ffraunce taried not long aftir. N'ow 
were there togedirs tho persones of the world that moost were to 

16 be preysed / the night passed / the day came / the kynge arose / 
and the queue bothe, and were araied so richely that it was meruaile 
to beholde. The lordes came to se the kynge / the ladies & gentil- 
women came to se the queue / what shall I make lenger tale / this 

20 fest endured xv. dales hole ; and euery day, newe lustes & Towmay / The Fea«t 
But ^ there was neuir ffeste in this worlde / but onys it must haue [i if.ii8,bk.] 
an ende. 

TK an Euenyng, at a grete assemble, the Turke came to 
themperottr, and to the tothir kynges and Princes that were 
there, seyng vnto them / **My lordes, ye knowe wele that, 
in trust of you / y haue lefte the la we that I held of / and toke me 
to the lawes of Ihesu crist / eche of you hath promysed me aide / 
28 and wit/ioute helpe I can not abide in myn onne Cuntre / wherupou 

I require you nowe of counselle and aide " / The princes there pre- The Emperor 
sent, knewe that he seid troUthe ; [&] remembryng their promesse / notify to the 
aduised them to sende, euery prince, fa lettrel vndir his scale, to alle t>iey ^^^ 

•^ * *- -" . lielp him if 

32 thestates of the Turkes lande, certifiyng them by the same, to take his hi» sui^iects 

' •' c> "^ ' rebel against 

part, if it so were that they wold rebelle ageinst him / Thus concluded i^^™* 
they to sende messangers forth / In the meane tyme, avised him the 
kynge of Englond / how he had ij. Susters of grete beaute, and of 

36 resonable age to be maried ; wherfore he thought he coude not bettir 
bestowe th^ one of theym, than on the kynge of Scottes, his next 
neighbour, for the grete loue, and long acqueyntaunce and familiarite 
that had ben bitwene them. And the tothir Suster, he thought to 

40 mary to the Due of Burgoigne / But he seid, ** verily he wold ncuer 
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Th« Dnke of be marled / nor in his youthe entondid no manage " / And whau 

d^ih!M% the kynge vndiistode the answere of the Dae, he thought to mary 

marry. ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ Turke / for he herd say the Turke had a Sustir of hi^ 

beaute, & she wold become cristen / he thought it were a metely 4 

manage for him to mary the Turkes snster, and the Turke to marv 

his / Suche worded were cast forth amongea the Princes ; so that the 

Emperot/r, and the kynge of ffraunce, and the Due of Burgoigne, 

that was an inly wise man, toke the besinesse ypon them / and 8 

conduyte it so that thise manages were accorded, and a messanger 

Saltan ^ sout forth for the Turkes suster / And assone as she might, she 

twautifoi came / at the commaundement of hir brothir / and whan they 

Sister 

knewe of hir comyng / The kynge of fifraunce, the kynge of Eng- 12 
lond, and the kynge of Scottes, mette vfi^h hir, & brought hir to hir 
logging. And whan she was alight, and they departed / the Turke 
[I leaf 119] shewed vnto hir the cause of hir sendyng for / and howe he ^was 

bicome cristened / and How, if she wold Bicome cristened, he had 16 
maried hir to right a goodly Prince, & a mighti, whiche was the 
refuses, at kynge of Euglond / But the first day, the seconde, & the third after, 
up her Faith coudo he noucr tume his suster / and whan he sawe it wold no 
King Hum- bcttir be, he came to the Emperowr and to the kyng of ffraunce, the 20 
England, kyngc of Euglond & the kynge of Scottes, and tolde them / * how 
in no wise his suster and he coude accorde ' ; & tolde them what 
answers she made him / The kynge of Englond, — that be this tyme 
who in very was right amorous, & supprised vfiih hir grete beaute, — whan he 24 
with her, herd thise tidynges was right sorowfuti / and chaunged colour & 
countenawnce so for forth, that he had not a word to speke. This 
espied wele bothe themperowr and the kynge of ffraunce / and than 
seide the kynge of ffraunce / ** brynge hir to the Emperesse, to be 28 
accompanyed with the ladies here, to se if they be of any grettir 
power to chaunge hir than ye / and by this meane, may she haue 
some acqueyntaunce of my brother, the kyng of Englond ; whiche, 
perauenture, may so twrne hir hert, that she shal pray you of that 32 
ye now pray hir." Thempe7*our and alle they lough / The Turke 
saide, *and he might by any meane, he wolde bringe hir to the 
Daunces to the ladies ' / he did so moche, that af tir soper he brought 
hir. And whan she sawe so grete assemble of Princis & princesses, 36 
she meruailed gretly, thinkyng she sawe neuer so good a sight / 
She salewed the Empe?*owr and thempe7'ess3 / and alle the ladies / 
and alle the kynge* and princis / than began the dauncea / where 
she avised wele the kynge of Englond, <fe thought him right a 40 
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sroodly knijjht / and a wele assured ; and there herd she y-nough tho' the 

" •' *-^ ' . thinks him 

rehersed of his noblesse & good manors. The ladies escorted hir a- a goodly 

^ man. 

part to leve hir lawe / & eche seide the best they conde / but in no 
4 wise coude they conuerte hir / Thus departed she to hir logging, 
whan tyme was / sone aftir, came hir brothir vnto hir / and asked hir 
* how she liked the company that she had seen that night' she said, 
** right wele " / he asked hir * how she liked the kynge of Englond ' / 
8 and her hert serued hir ynto him / she saide * right wele, if she The suitan's 

.,, _. -.,,ii,». -ii ,<. Sinter want* 

might kepe hir owne f eith / othir answere coude he noon gete of to keep her 
hir j Thus departed they ; and she went to bedde that night ; [then] 
thought she of this goodly company she had seyne. ^The kynge \} if.ii9,bk.] 

12 of Englond was not forgoten / the more she remembrid him, the 
bettir she liked him / hou-be-it her herte coude not agree for him, 
nor noon othir, to leve hir feith / The kynge of Englond, on the 
tothir side, the oftener he sawe hir, the more he loued hir / and 

16 supposed wele in his mynde that he coude not bringe his purpose 

aboute / wherfore he thought best / to depart. And on the morowe, Then the 
came vn-to the kynge of ffraunce, and tolde him his entent / The \AuSwy% "*" 

• iM 111* i»i/-i 1. II. he'Ugoliome. 

kynge of ffraunce counseld him yit to abide / and went him self to 

20 the Turke, and tolde him / "ye ar likly to lese here the kynge of 
Englond, for he wilt departe / for he thinkith his abidyng here 
serueth him of nought / and so thinke y also / ffor thinke ye he is 
a man to be kepte so long in speche 1 me semeth it is wele doo, ye 

24 go to your suster to vndii-stonde hir wille / and to take of hir this 
night a ferme answere / ffor it is tyme that he be answerd one way 
or othir " / " By my trouthe," seide the Turke, " it is not in my 
defaute / that he is so long vnanswerd ; but to-morowe y shalt telle 

28 you vttirly hir will " / Aftir this, the Turke departed, and came to 
his suster, and tolde hir, " I most this night telle a playne answere 
of your entent / The kynge of ffraunce, the kynge of Englond, and 
othir princis that be in this towne, wille departe / for the good wille 

32 they haue vnto you and me / they haue longe kepte them here ; 

wherfore me thinkith ye deale meruailously / But y pray you now, The smtan 
say at ones howe ye wille be demeaned / whethir ye wille be agreablo preaaes his 
to. their desire and myne ; or ellis y shati lete them departe / and favonrabie 

36 thanke them of their good wille they haue shewed me / how be it, if Humphrey, 
they thus departe / by you shalt y lese the moost sure & specialle 
frendes y haue in this world." whan his Suster herd him thus sey / 
she knewe wele of force she most discouere hir entente touchyng 

40 his alliaunce / and was so siippiised that she wist not what to say / 
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TiMiMtaa'8 She thonght^ * if she lenaide not hii feith, she shoid displease hir 
brother / and also pat him in grete daunger, & loese of his frendes ' / 
She thought also, ' if she shold leve hir feith / and take a newe, what 
inharde that shold be ynto hii sonle.' Thns was she a grete while 4 
wtt/iont speche. hir brothir presyd sore on hir alway to haue an 
V iMf 120] answere / And at the laste she ^said, *' y am in a sorowfoll^ case / 
ffor ye, that be my souerain Lorde and brother, say / if y accomplissh 
not your pleasir / y shalt cause your grete iubarde / and peranenture 8 
your destruccfon / and on tliat othir side / yf y renounce my 
feithe / what shal than be&lle of my sonle" / ** Be my feith/' seide 
the Turke, " I take the perelt therof on me" / " Than," quoth she, 

She aski fort ''y piay you respite me for ij. doies " / The Turke in no wise durst 12 
*'**' graunte hit, til he hadde spoken with the kynge of ffraunce / Than 
went the kynge of ffraunce and he, to the kynge of Englond for this 
respite / and he was therto agreable, trustyng vpon a good answere. 
On the morowe, the Turke toke ij. or iij. notable clerkis, & went to 16 

siM is oon- his sust^r, and made them to shewe hir oure feith / and they exorted 

giri^ hir in suche wise that she was agreable to bo cristened / and the 
same night was she cristened by the Emperesse and the queue of 
ffraunce. Aftir that she was cristened, she came to se the Emperour, 20 

Mid mmrrim & wss there with the ladies til she was maried / and the thndde 

K. Ham- ' 

g>rnr^J day after, was the kynge of Englond and she maried to-gedir wtt^ 
grete solempnite and loie. 

Ow shali y telle you of the messangers that were sent in-to 24 
the Turke8 land : they did their deuoirs, so that thestates 
were assembled, and redde the letters of elle the Princes. 
Th« saiun't uud whau they knewe the tidynge^, that their lord had taken the 

cristen feith / they were right sory / how-be-it they durst not make 28 
no besinesse ageinst him / for the drede they had of the promyses 
that alle thise princes had made ynto him / wherf ore, of comon assent, 
they made a lettir to the Emperoi^r and to the Turke, & to alle the 
princes that were there / puttyng them in knowlache / that, ' as for 32 
the chaunge of his feith, they remitted that [to] his conscience ; they 
require only were coutcut to obey him on suche coudic/on, that noon shold be 
mar keep coustrcyued to levc his feith / for that wold they neuer do ' / whan 
Faith. the messangers came agein, the Emperoi^r and alle the kyuge^ and 36 

princis were wele content with their message. The suretees were 
taken bitwene them / Alle this done & performed, euery prtnce toke 
hede to his owne besinesse / The kynge of ffraunce desired mocbe 
to go in-to his Kealmc. The Turke desired to mary his wif / The 40 
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kynge of Scotte« in like wise / wherfore enery man wold departe 
from the Emperour / On a day, at good leiser^ they came to the 
^Emperottr / and shewed him their desire; wherfore he was right [> if.iso.bk.] 
4 sory / but he knewe wele it most nedes be so. Than asked he 
what they wold do. The kynge of Englond spake first, & seid Theiai^e 
he had promysed his ij. Sustres in manage, as he knewe wele / gatherjjgis 
whiche he wold fayne perfottrme. Themperowr desired the kyng 
8 of Englond & the kyng of Scotte^, to pray the kynge of ffraunce to 
abide stille with him / " fforsothe," saide the kynge, " sith my first 
departyng oute of ffraunce to come in-to the werres of Sizile, sawe 
y not my lady my moder"/ "forsothe," saide themperpwr, '*ye 

12 haue grete reason than to se hir" / The kyng of Englond. than 
besought the kyng of ffraunce to be at the mariage of his ij. 
Sustirs / "ffoiBOthe," seide the kyng of ffraunce, **I shalt, wtt^ right 
good wille." Themperottr, hering alle thise apointemente^, saide : 

16 " trewly, y hold my lond by god & you iij.; and therfore, my sone, 
y wille first go vrith you in-to jout Bealme / & fro thens in-to the 
Eealme of Englond, to the mariage of the kinge^ Susters ; ^ so come 
home thorugh the Eealme of Scotland, & conduyte the yong Quene ; 

20 & fro thens come hider agcin, where y shalt ende the remenaunt of 
ray daies." This conclusion was taken bitwene him, the Turke, & 
the kynge^, & the Due of Burgoigne. Than euery man aredied 
him to departe ; and alle on a day deported they. The kynge of The King 

24 Englond, his wif , & the Turke, departid to Englond / The king of or EngUiid, 
Scott6» in-to Scotland / Thempej-owr, & the kyng of ffraunce & their 8"5J"n»^.. 
wif es, went in-to ffraunce / Now behoueth it to reherce how euery k. D»vid to* 

' ' . '' Scotland; 

man sped his loumay. llUumination: Smperor, Frendk King, Ae. riding <#] tibe rest to 

28 I llrst shalle we spcke of the kynge of ffraunce / At his depajir 
mA ing, he sent to assertayne the Eealme of ffraunce, & specially 
1 vnto his moder, of his comyng, & the trouthe of alle his for- 
tune / And whan the messangers came there / it can not be writen, 

32 the ioie that was than in the Eealme of ffraunce. But ouir alle othir 

this disconsolate moder, the Quene of ffraunce, was glad whan she The Qneen 
herd tidynge* of hir right dere sone / Hou-be-it, she toke displeasir France 
that he had be in ffraunce, & not spoken wiih hir. And whan she 

36 first herd ^tidinge* of his comyng, she said / " Alias, my childe I if P leaf isi] 
thi good ffEidii' had knowen the alyve, he had yit lyued / or ellis 
departid out of this world more at his ease / But now, do god by iong« to see 

r' her Son be- 

me his pleasir ; so that ones I might se the or y dye / Sucbc fore she die*. 
40 wordes saide the good olde Quene of ffraunce^ moder to the kyng / 
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Ouir alle the realme they range belles 6^ made processions, thankyng 

god of his grete grace ; for thei neuer trusted to haue hadde the ioie 

of presence of their yong king / fulle grete ioie had thei also of his 

King Philip, mariage, & of the good renoune of their yong Quenc / This meane 4 

Quewi and tyme, Came themperowr & the kinge of fFrannce into the Realme / & 

peror, enters at their first entryng, ther mette them many estates & moche people. 

& whan he came amongea the people, tbey cried " Nowelt " wtt^ an 

to his folks' high voice, yelding thank to god on their knees, ioynyng their 8 

handed to hevinwarde / whan the Empcro?/r & his wif sawe in his 

Eealme suche people in suche estate, their herte« were alk renewed 

with ioie. Aftir, came the nobles^ in the moost & best biseyn com- 

The clergy pany that was seen there bifore. There was the clergie wet/iout 12 

nombre, solempnely & honowrably set in ordre, whiche, next the 

comon people, salewed the kyng, preysyng god of his agein-comyng, 

and nobles whiche was not yriihout wepyng / Than came the noble folke«, 

accompanyed as is bifore reherced / and did vnto him their 16 
reucrences / and by one of them were the wordes saide bifore them 
allg, a grete processe / preisyng god of his retowrne / grete was the 
preise there. And at theutryng of the Towne, the stretes were 
hanged / before theire houses were the ladies & gentilwowimen / 20 
so do the burgeises & maydens ; grete was the ioie there. The processions 
and maidens, were alwey biforc the kyng / And the Emperowr and he alighted 
at the chief chirche / and so did the ladies, to praise and thanke 
god. Aftirwarde the kyng co/iueyed themperowr to his loggynge / 24 
They give and than retoMrned to his owne. The towne made to the kyng & 

presents to •^ ^ 

the King, the Quene grete presenter ; & so they did to themperowr & them- 
presse. Thus was the kinge & themperowr receyued in euery place 
they came to in the Realme / and whan the Emperot^r came to 28 
Paryce, he and his ioXkea alle meruailed of the gret Richesse they 
sawe there / the kynge brought him to the palice / where as the 
Quene his moder, gretly accompanyed Yrith ladies & gentilwowmen. 

His Mother mette wtt/i themperowr & themperesse. But whan she sawe hir 32 

i«»y on seeing sone, shc had uo powcr to susteyne hir-self / for the ioie she had / 
and foTthvrith felt in swoune, wherof themperotir & thempcresse 

[I If. 121, bk.] were right so^rowfulle / but ouir allc othir, the king was moost sory / 

& brought fe Thempcrowr to his chambre, & forthwtt/t went to his 36 
moder, whiche he fonde somwhat recouerd. & whan he saw hir, he 
kneled downe, and fulle humbly axed hir mercy / and besought hir / 
that it pleased hir to take som payne to make chere to themperesse 
S^ to hir doughtir / The quene, that was right feble, saide vnto him / 40 
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" my sone, sitfi that y haue seen you a lyve bifore my dethe, I am 
now content that god do by me as it pleasith him / Neuirtheles, I 
shal^ make the best chere y can ; but trewly my lymmes may not 

4 yit susteyne me ; wherfore y pray you sende for my faire doughtir, 
yot^r wif , that y may se hir " / and.whan she behelde hir, she thought 
hir the fairest creature that euir she sawe / & made as moche of hir 
as she coude / At night, the Emperot^r and themperesse supped in 

8 their chambre. The king & the Queue supped vfiih his modir / whiche Kinff Phuip 
might not ete that soper tyme, for ioie she had of them bothe / Qaeen sup 
That night, were brought grete p^'esentc* by them of Parice / bothe Mother, 
to the Themp«ro«r & to Themp«resse / & to the kynge & to the 
1 2 Quene / &, whan tyme was, alle men went to rest / til on the ihorow / 
they rose vp at good tyme, & herd diuine seruice / and than went 
to dyner / And whan they had dyned / the luster began / It semed Jousu begin, 
that tyme that allc the world was in ioie / This fEeste endured the The Festival 

' lasts a 

16 space of an hole moneth. The olde Quene reioysed hir so now, that month, 
she put oute of mynde alle passed sorowes / Now came the tyme 
that they most depart, to to go the mariage in Englond. The kinge 
led wit^ him his moder, to cause hir take som disport & ioie / for 

20 longe tyme had she be without any / Themperow, thorughout alle 
the Eealme, was fested in euery Cite, and in euery grete princes 
house / that lay in his way / til he came to the departyng out of 
ffraunce / where as he was as honourably conduyted, as he was 

24 receyued at his first comyng. Now passeth he the see / & landid The Kinf? 

and Queen of 

at Dover / where as the kynge of Englond, and his wif, and the ^™5^ ^^^ 
Turke, resceyued them wtt/i grete honour ; & with the Quene were 
the kyngea ij. Susters / that were right faire / The kyng of Scotte« 

28 was not yit come / but he taried not long aftir / ffor the day of his 
mariage was set or he went out of Sizile. There resceyued the 
kynge of Englond, Thempe^'our and Themperesse, the kynge of 
ifraunce, & the ij. Queues wit/i grete hono?ir / and, as long as they 

32 were in the Realme, wold suffre them, nor noon of them, to pay for 

no thing that they spent / Then rode ^they til they came to P leaf 122] 
London ; and in euery place Theinperowr and his company wel- London. "^ 
comed, as belonged to their estates. And whan they came to 

36 London, The kynge of ffraunce was inly glad to se the richesse and 
estate that he sawe there / & how nobly & lionowrably Themperowr 
was resceyued ther. Sone aftir their comyng, came the kyng of 
Scotte*, whiche was mette witfe / by the kynge* & princes that were 

40 in the Towne, and was right highly & honourably resceyued. The 
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K. Ham- day came, that the Torke and the kynge of Scotte« shold be maiied 
Sutera many to the kynge of Englondef susteis / A meruailous grete feste there 
or soSiami"^ was, and a riche & a wele serued / The luster & f estes were grete by 
The Marriage many daies. The feste endured xv. dales / Than departed them- 4 
i5dv». p^rotfr & the kyng of ffraunce. The prince* & the lordes of 
Englond, that had lefte their childre wM the kynge whan he 
departid fro his fadir / made a grete i-equest vnto the Turke / that 
there might be a serche thorugh his land, if any of their childre ^ 
were ly ving / sayng that they wold wtt^ right good wille pay their 
fynaunce / The kyng of Englond required him right hertly for the 
same. The Turke promysed him to do asmoche as was possible 
The Emperor thcrin / The Emperour, that knewe wele that alle his conquest and 12 
good fortune was comen him, next godde* helpe, by the thre kynge* 
present, and for the loue that he had to the kyng of Englond, he 
saide to the Turke / '^ the aliaunce that ye haue wtt^ the kynge of 
giveiMttkto Englond, shalt make you nowe to recouere the place* that y haue 16 
the Turkish wet^in your land / ff or now ye be his brothir, y yelde and yeue 
took (p. iM). vnto you them frely agein / wherfore say gramercy to yowr brothir." 
The Turke right humbly thankid the Emperottr, and so did the 
kynge of Englond also / Kowe cometh the tyme of Themperours 20 
departyng / The kynge of Scotte* besought him to take his way 
thorugh Scotland / and besought his ij. felawes that they wold 
conduyte the Empenmr thider / and desired the Turke in like wise. 
Themperour and alle thise kynge* agreed to the kynge* t)f Scotte* 24 
The Emperor request / Thus departed they fro londone / and til they were out of 
l!f France and the Rcalme / the kinge of Englond wold not lete them be chai^p^id 
seof land. with nothing that they toke / And whan they came in-to Scotland, 

they were there right wele and honourably resceyued, & gretly 28 
fested ouir alle the Eealme / Thus were they thre wekt* in passing 
thorugh the Bealme. And many grete festis & Toumais / And 
whan the Emperot^r saw thise iij. seruaunte*, that so long had 
[1 if.i22,bk.] serued ^him / he was right ioifult of their estate & puissaunce / and 32 
thought his doughter wele vred / so did he the Real me of Sizile, & 
desired no thinge so moche / as to se some childre of his doughtir 
The Empe- bif oro his dctho / god graunted his request / for he sawe y-nough 
ter. Queen come of Mr, as fairo childre as euer were borne / wliiche did aftir, 36 

lolaute, bears ' / > "^ 

™W^r grete thinge*, as men may finde in Stories of ffraunce. There 
departed he & his ioifult company / at whiche departynge was 
remembred more sorow than ioie / whan the Emperour shold say 
fare wele, ho coude not speke of a grete while ; but at last, whan 40 
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he might speke, he saide that, dales of his lyve, had he neuer be so 
long to-gedir in ioie & wele / euery man toke leve of him / And 
whan his faire doughtix sholde take hir leve of him / he toke hir 
4 in his armes, and stode so a long while, & nouther of them coude 
speke a worde / And whan the kynge of ffraunce saw that / he 
made the departyng / and said to themperour / that at any tyme 
that it pleasid him, she shold come se him / than brought he hir to 
3 the Emperesse / and nouther of them coude wele loke on othir for 
wepyng. Than departed the kyng them, like as he had done them- 
perowr and hir. Than went she in-to hir chambre, accompanyed 
w/t^ many ladies & gentilwomen / Then the Emperour & them- The Emperor 

12 percsse departed / and the Turke and his wif in his company / The '"**°*p"^ 
king of f&aunce, Englond, and of Scott««, conveied Themperot/r, & 
than toko their leve / at whiche departyng was grete sorowe ; and 
eche embraced othir ful louyngly. Whan they were departed, 

16 Themperot^r, the Turke, and fferaunt, kepte their streight course in- return to 
to Sizile / and passed forth the tyme wtt^ talkyng of suche aventures ^' 
as they had seen in their daies / & sped so wele that they came in- 
to Sizile / the Turke taried there but litil / but went home in-to The saium 

and liis 

20 his owne Cuntre, and his wif with him / where he was right worship- Bngjuh wift 
fully resceyued, for dred of the two kynge« that he was alied with / Turkey, 
Than made he grete serche thorugh alle the Eealme for the childre 
of Englond, and founde the moost parte of them, so that ther 

24 lakked not passyng two / Than made he them to be bayned, and set free «n 
kepte aswele as they coude / til they were agein in their strengthe children 
and coloter. than horsed he eche one of them, and apointed them in M»nd them 



the best wise, and sent them in-to Englond, wttAout payng of any 
28 raunsom / and sent letters vnto his brother of Englond, & ^this [Meafits] 
present witAall / wherof the kynge was ioifult as he might be / and 
gretely thanked the Turke / and sent him agein grete gifted. Now 
were the ffadirs & the modirs in grete ioie, that hadde agein their 
32 children. 

THe kynge of ffraunce, aftir the departyng of Themperoto', 
abode there but a while / and the night before his departyng, 
supped alle thise iij. kynge^ to-gedre, & there made assure 
36 aunce & promesse, eche to othir / that neuer noon of them shold 
faile othir ; but that eche shold loue othir as brethem, and eche take 
othirs quarelt as his owne. On the morowe, departed the kynge of TbeKingaof 
ifraunce / the kyng of Englond & the kynge of Scotte^ conueied Engimd^quit 
40 him / and at the departing there was many a sorowfuH embrac- 
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yng / for ful glad wold they haue ben to hane contynued the 
remenaunt of their lyves to-gedre, if it might so be / but eche of 
them was of suche estate / that their besinesse and chaige was 
suche / that thei might not contynue to gedre, which sore for- 4 
Tiie King thought them alle / whan the kynge of fPraunce, the Quene, & their 
ofFniuoego company were shipped / the wynde serued them so wele / that 
within litil while they landed at Sclose. The Erie of fflaundres 
herd of his comyng, and met \riiih him there / and made him grete 8 
thro' Bruges chere & feest / and so forth brought him to Bruggys / and there 
made him Me the chere that was possible vnto him / The kynge, at 
his departyng, gaf him grete gifted / And whan the kynge came in 
to Fnuioe. to ffraunce / he f orgate not his good Hoste at Tolet in Spayne / nor 1 2 
his Nevewe, nor his wif / that longe had logged him / for he thought 
it was reason, now he was of suche estate & power, to remembre 
them that had so moche done for him / Wherfore he sent ynto them, 
assei*taynyng them who he was that they had logged, praing them 16 
alle to come vnto him / And whan they spake with the messanger / 
& had verrily vndirstande his message / they were alle supprised 
-with ioie / and in alk haste possible arredied them to go ynto the 
K. ptiiiip kinge / whiche, at their comynge, made them passing grete chere / 20 
oilHo't at and thanked them of the grete goodnesse they had shewed him in 
his disease / and gaf ynto eche of them / of land / poasesaions and 
offices, y-nough for them, and those that shold come of them, to lyve 
[1 ir.]2s,bk.} alway in honour / Aftir thise tidynge^ thus done, ^the olde Queue 24 
of f&aunce contynued the remenaunt of her dales with grete ioie in 
goode & perfit lif . The Due of Burgoigne coude not departe from 
his I^evewe / The kinge, & the Queue his wif, contynued to-gedre 
many yeres / & eche loued othir as wele as was possible / and serued, 28 
loued, & dred god, helde the Eealme alle their lif in grete Justice, 
Kins Darid peas, & trauquillite, and had children to their pleasir / The kynge of 
EiigUth Scotte^ departed from the kynge of Englond, and brought his wif 
home"to° homc in-to Scotland / and bo the the king of Englond, and he, & 32 
have chii- their wyues, contynued in many yeres to-geder / & had children, 
uve happily, ^cho of them, suche as they were aftir right ioyfuUe of / and helde 
their Beaume in grete lustice & peas / and their children contynued 
in the same aftir their daies, hauyng moo Eeaumes to gouerne than 36 
their fadirs had / wherof this storie makith noo mencion. But y 
suppose the Cronykells of the Beaume reherceth the noblesse of 
The EmMror them / Themperot^r lyved but a while aftir / Than f elle the Beaume 
si^y'SiUs of Sizile to the kynge of ffraunce, by reason of his wif / wherof he 40 
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toke the possession. The Turke helde f ermely the lawes of Ihesu to King 
criste / and many of his Keaume / But the moost part wold neuir France, 
leye their feith / but he lyued not long aftir / nor neuer hadde childe 
4 by his wif / & aftir his dethe, was neuer goddis [lawe] kepte nor 
dred in that Cuntre / wherf ore she went in-to Englond agein / and The suitan*» 
contynued the Remenauwt of hir lif with hir brothir. wi&w comes 

•^ ^ ^ home to 

Thus endith this Boke, Whiche hath ben translated with peyne, England, 
8 for the length of tyme sith ialle thise thinge* felle. And vndir the 
Boke was writen, 

Si fortuna tonat, caueto mergi. 
Si fortuna iuuat, caueto tolli.^ 

^ A much later hand has written above these 2 verses, 4 others as prose : — 

" by faith, we please the lord / 
by faith, we are set free / 
by faith we work the will of god, 
faith wUl not idell bee." 



Note to page 136, line 5. 

Poo or Peacock. — In the 14th century Chanson de geste of the Vceux du 
Paon (MS. Addit Brit. Mus. 16,956, copied from a MS. No. 6985 (?) in the 
National Library at Paris : P. Paris ManuscrUs Francois iii. 106, A.D. 1840), 
*'Porrus shoots the peacock (73 b.) ; it is served up at table, and Cassamus 
calls on all the knights to make their vows upon it (f. 74 b). * Elyot,' a dam- 
sel of high degree, in the service of Fezome (daughter of Godifer), carries it 
round ; me vows are made, and the peacock is eaten (ff. 75-82 b)." Ward's 
Catalog of Romances in BrU. Mus. i. 147. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



209 



GLOSSARY. 



BY MR. THOMAS AUSTIN. 



A, interj, ah I 8/18, 34. 

A, pron. he, 63/6, 109/;, III/9. 

A, vb. have, 4/6, 69/28. 

Abielde, vb. t. habiled, dressed, 38/22 ; 

abiled, pp. 5O/28 ; abile, inf. 38/22. 
Abused, i?6. ill-used, I6/34. 
Accompany, vb. take associates to, 180/ 

39- 
Amated, pp. dismayed, overcome, 66/ 

34. See Mate. 
Amegred, pp, emaciated, 9/36. Fr, 

amaigrir. 
Amenyssht, pp, diminished, 4/9. 
Amonest, vb. admonish, warn, 5/i2. 

O.Fr. adriKyiiester. 
And, conj. if, 7/;, 64/14. 
Anoon, adv. anon, 76/30. 
Armee, sb, army, 40/5. ^^' arm^. 

See Navee. 
Amies, sb. do arms, fight, 6I/11, 62/5. 

Fr. faire armes. 
Arowblast, sb. arblast, cross-bow, 42/ 

30- 

Artrye, sb. artillery, 4O/38 ; Arthery, 
V6/30. 

Aryuail, sb. arrival, landing-place, 41/ 
10. 

As and, as if, I3/37. 

Ascried, vb. challenged, 97/21. 

Asserteyne, xh. inform, 4/ii, 38/3. 

Assured,^, trained, 34/24, 193/i8, 199/ 
I. Comp. Fr. asswer nn oiseau, i. e. 
a hawk, and also see Ensured. As- 
surance is a sine qicd non of breeding : 
— * Be bold, be bold, in everything be 
bold. Be not too bold.* 

Auenture, sb. hazard, peril, 3/9, 66/12. 

Aught, vb. owed, 94/4. 

Ayenst, prep. a. hym, before him, on his 
entry, 19/ 14. 

THREE kings' SONS. 



Bargette, sb. small barge, 41 /16. O.Fr. 
bargette. 

Be, prep, by, be than = by the time that, 
68/27. 

Beaumes, sb. trumpets, 75/8. 

Befil, vb. befell, 2/23. 

Behelde, vb. looked, desired, 33/38. 

Belefte, pp. left, I3/31 ; bilefte, I66/39. 

Bien venu, sb. welcome, 1I3I/35. Fr. 
bien-ven^ie. 

Boorde, sb. table, I28/34, I32/13. 

Brake, vb. b. their embusshementes, 
comp. break cover, 3O/37. 

Brayng, sb. groaning, 12/i j. 

But, unless, I68/14 ; but yif, but if, un- 
less, 168/8. 

By & by, at once, I67/39. 

Castell, sb. somer Castells, 44/30. Per- 
haps read * fore C 
Ceason, sb. season, I4/26, 21 /20. 
Chapelet, sb. chaplet of beads: comp. 

Le chapelet se defile (of people falling 

away), 26/ 1. 
Chase, vb. chose, 68/3. 
Chaunge, vb. t. he chaunged him, 

changed his clothes, 178/3 5. 
Chesse, sb. chess, 10/ 19. 
Chierte,56. affection, 162/7. O.Fr. chierU 
Cloos, adj. close, 30/6. 
Condi te, pp. conducted, 94/23 ; condited, 

94/14: conduyte, i;6. conduct, manage, 

9/5 ; pp. 72/9. 
Conduyt, sb. conduct, charge, 7/ 12. 
Costeyde, vb. ? directed themselves, as 

mariners did by the coast, 49/i. 
Costeyng, steering, 48/39. ^^' cotoyer. 

O.Fr. costeier. 
Credence, sb. credentials, 22/i8, 24/i2, 

98/31. 

p 
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Cure, a6. yn c, careful, I6/7. 
Cured, pp. cared for, 8/26. 
Currour, sb. scout^ 15/9, 21/26. Fr. 
courexir. 

DaieR of my lif, all the days of my life, 

Damugeous, ad), injurious, 77/19. O.Fr. 

darnajos. 
Daunger, tb, haue him . . in d. = have 

him at his mercy, 102/5, 128/ 31. 
Dedly, adv. in a deadly way, 169/58- 
Demaunde, vb. it is no d. == it is no 

question, 72/14. 
Departir, «6. departure, 27/37. 
Depnesse, ab. deepness, deptli, 41/ 17. 
Denpense, ab. expense, 26/21 ; dispence, 

89/33. 
Despurueu, ill off (translated dispur- 

veyed on p. 19), 9/24, 19/ii. Fr. 

lUpmirciL 
Diifended, tib. prevented, 146/ii. 
Diff erred, pp. parted from, IO2/5. 
Diligence, «6. pains, duty, 43/9, ^4« 
Discomfortable, adj, uncomfortable, 31/ 

38. 

Discomfortid, pp. afflicted, 11 /38. Fr. 
d^miforte. 

Disherite, pp. deprived of his inherit- 
ance, 1/17. 

Dispende, vb. spend, 101 /23. 

Dispureaunce, ab. dispnrveyance, desti- 
tution, hick (of children), 26/34. 

Dispiiruaide, adj. dispurveyed, unpro- 
vided, 4/19, 19/9. 

Doket, «&. ducat, six shillings and eight- 
pence, 108/6. 

Doule, sb. dole, grief, 77/37- Fr. deuU. 

Draught, sb. shot, range of a weapon, 
42/30, 44/33. 

DredefuUc, adj. dreadful, full of fear, 
162/24. 

Dressid, pp. prepared, 164/ 1. 

Dressith, vb. applieth, turneth, 81 /3. 

Dyamant, «6. diamond, I63/19. Fr. 
diamant. 

Elegged, pp. alleged, IOO/22. 
Embandon, vb. abandon, 88/13. 
Emploiede, vb, applied to, continued, 

13/40. 
Enclosed, pp. shut up,' straitened, 151/ 

II. 
Enewred, pp. inured, hardened, 2/30. 
Enlar^issing, sb. enlargement, release, 

102/1. 



Enqnerre, a6. enquiry, 63/22. O.Fr. en- 

querre. 
Ensured, pp. trained, IO/18. See As- 

9ured. 
Entend, W>. listen to, attend to, 12/12. 

Fr. entendre. 
Entreinete, xb. meddle, 7/3. Fr. s^entre- 

mtttre. 
Entreprise, vh. undertake, 9/io; entre- 

prynse, 4/22, 6, 38. 
Erste, adv. noon erste, not sooner, 19/ 18. 
Escope, vb. escaped, 46/9, 68/27, 
Eurous, adj. fortunate, happy, 35/4, ^/ 

26; ewrous, IOI/2. Fr. heure^ix. 
Ewred, adj. destined, fortuned, 62/23. 

Feliship, sb. escort, company of troops, 

band, 28/23, 31 /33, 45/6. 
Feuyrer, sb. February, 9/ 20, 27/37. Fr. 

fecrier. 
Fille,tr6. fell, 143/4a 
Fleer, sb. fugitive, 149/7. 
Florence, »6. florin (Sicilian florin is 

2s. 6d.), 106/19. 
Forerider, sb. aidvanced rider, I4/33 ; for- 

rider, 3I/34. 
Fors, no fors = no matter, I7I/27. Fr. 

farce. 
Fortrauailed, adj. tired ouf, 31/ 19. 
Fote, ab. foot (Proverb), 29/5. 
Fronters, «6. frontiers, 28/32. 
Frussh, sb. burst, I5/27. O.Fr. froisser. 
Fynaunce, «&. ransom (used also in 

Bomance of Parfenay, 1. 1863), 2O/39, 

93/13,94/6,95/11. 
Fyne, «6. end, 8/17. Fr. fin. 

Gabbid, w). talked idly, lied, 32/i2. 

Comp. Fr. gaber. 
Golde, sb. gold, I8/24; goold, 13/21. 
Gorme shotte, gunshot, 42/33 5 gownes, 

guns, 76/34. 
Grehounde, sh. greyhound, 3O/30. 
Gressith, vb. grazeth, 11 2/ 13. 

Half, sb. at the lest h. = at least, 92/26. 
Before * half (92/8), words were pro- 
bably left out by the MS. copyist. 

Hardies, 56. boldness, 28/30. Fr. hardi- 
esse. 

Herbegeour, «6. harbinger, marshal, 178/ 
3; herbeiour, 53/31. 

Hoolde, vb. hold, 51/ 10. 

Hou . . . Bomeuer, howsoever, 8/15. 

Humbles, sb. humblesse, humility, 35/ 
39. 
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Induce, v6. introduce, induct, 2/i6. 
Iiifortnne, sh, misfortune, I/23, 46/37. 

Ff. infortnne, 
lourney, sb. battle, fight, I6/31, 82/29. 

Fr. jouni^. 
lubarde, sb, jeopardy, 78/13; iubardy, 

169/25. 
lubarde, vb, jeopard, 171/26. 

L ibores, sb. labourers, ? * laboreres,^ 97/ 

33, 102/15. 
Large, adj. bountiful, free-handed, 164/ 

15 ; a large half houre = a full h. h., 

33/27. 
Large, at their = at large, 163/2. 
Lawe, sb. faith, 132/9. 
Leest, adv. least, I7/29. 
Lette, vb. hinder, prevent, 70/ 18. 
Leue, sb. leave, haue 1. = have taken 1., 

162/11 ; liberty to go, I62/31. 
Leue, vb. leave, 29/27 J leueth, imp. 

leave off, 119/ 16; leue of, leave otf, 

119/32. 
Leue, vb. live, 29/28 ; leuyth, liveth, 

11/39- 
Leve, vb. believe, I6I/22. 
Loos, sb. praise, I7/23, 11 7/36. Fr. los. 
Lyuerey, sb. delivery, 63/6. 

Make, sb. mate, 63/8. 

Mule-eurus, adj. unhappy, unlucky, 60/ 

17. Fr. malJieureuXi 0.¥r. mahnreus. 
Malyncoiious, adj. melancholy, 79/i6. 

O.Fr. mda'n>coLieu8. 
Maner, sb. manner (manners), politeness, 
33/8 ; mauere, 29/i ; the manere, 36/ 

18. Fr. manUre. 

Marchers, sb. lords of the marches, 6/9. 
Marches, sb. borders, 6/37, 9/26. 
Mate, adj. mortified, downcast, 79/22. 

Fr. mat^. 
Maugre, sb. ill-will, 8I/12, I8O/29. Fr. 

mangrSf mal grd. 
Mette, vb. meet, 179/33 ; met, 179/34. 
Meyne, sb. attendants, household, 88/7. 

O.Fr. mais^ieey meynd. 
Mischief, sb. mishap, at a m., in evil 

plight, 62/28. O.Fr. meschief. 
Moorning, vb. mourning, 7/26. 
Moost, adv. most, I3/28, 30. 
Most, vb. must, 21/ 19. 
Muster, 56. make bis musters (of knights), 

watch his arms, 166/24. 
Mysbeleue, sb. misbelief, heresy, 13/7. 

Navee, sb. navy, 40/ 13. O.Fr. imvie, I 



Neuirles, nevertheless, 66/40. 

Noblfe, nobley, sb. magnificence, dignity, 
68/5, 179/21. 

Non, sb. noon, 92/5. 

Nounpareil, nonpareil, matchless, 66/28. 

Noweil, cry (Nowell is also used by 
Chaucer), I92/23. Fr. crier noel^ cry 
Christmas (used for a wished-f(^r 
thing), and much like * HuiTah.' 

Obeisannce, 56. obedience, 4/22. 

Of, adv. off, 2/36, 63/2. 

Of, pi-ep. for, like Fr. de, 86/33. 

On, prep, used like Fr. sur^ conquer 

on . . ., 72/11. 
Ordeyned, pp. cared, prescribed for, 

looked to, 19/12. 
Othe, vb. swear, 163/2. 
Ouirthrewe, vb. was overthrown, I6/18. 

See also Cmiq'iiest of Irelaihd^ 62/21. 
Out, vb. get out, 6/22. 

Pame, sb. tennis, 37/25. Fr. pauine. 
Party, sb. game, match, 67/7. tht. partie^ 

tenir la partie. 
Pavis, sb. pi. large shields for covering 

body, 62/ 1 2. Fr. pavois. 
Pens, sb. peace, 4/3; pees, I/7, O.Fr. 

pais. 
Ptiisaunt, adj. weighty, 26/8. Fr. pesant 
Perdicion, sb. destruction, 68/32. 
Perdurable, adj. everlasting, eternal, 7/ 

32. Fr. perdurable. 
Peyne, sb. pain, trouble, work, 69/7. 
Pleasir, sb. pleasure, 6/6, I7/33. Fr. 

jdaisir. 
Point, sb. break, 59/28j 67/ 1 3. Fr. point 

du jour. 
Poo, sb. peacock, 136/5, ®*c. 
Premener, sb. proraoier, 6/38. 
Purceuantes, sb. pursuivants, 32/28. 

Recomfort, sb. comfort, II/28. 
Recomfort, vb. comfort, 12/8. 
Recouerir, sb. recovery, 84/39, S6/13. 
Recoured, pp. recovered, 22/22. 
Recured, pp. recovered, made their way 

back, 124/29. 
Rcdeles, adj. senseless, 7O/30. 
Reise, vb. raise, levy, 9I/14. 
Renay, vb. deny, IO2/14 ; rennaye, 168/ 

22. Fr. renieVi Lat. renegare. 
Renome, renone, sb, renown, 4/i, 169/22. 

Fr. renon. 
Renomee, sb. renown, 98/25. Fr. re- 

nommSe. 

V 2 
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Rescous, «fe. rescue, 126/23; rescouse, 
125/5; rescusc, 46/1, 69/;. aFr. 
rescoMsae. 

Resort, xh, retire, 167/i5; resorted, re- 
turned, 76/28. 

Ressplendisshed, vh. int. glittered, 123/8. 
Fr. resplendir. 

Betoumed, vh. t turned, I6/16. Fr. re- 
toumer. 

Roode, vb, rode, 75/33. 

Rough t, vb. recked, 155/ 12. 

Russet, vb. ? rushed, 6O/10. 

Rjruage, tb. beach, shore, 40/i6. Fr. 
rivage, 

Sad, adj. sober, 24/i8. 

Sacred, jpp. consecrated, 86/36. Fr. 

aacre. 
Salowed, vb. saluted, IO4/36. Fr. aal'iier. 
Sauffcondite, ab. safe conduct, 98/40. 

Fr. saufconduib. 
Saute, A. assault, 52/ 12. 
Sawe, prep, save, except, 87/25. 
Scutes, «6. florins (see p. 72), 71 /14, 

Fr. ^ti, so called from the sliield of 

arms on it. Here it is the small 4cu^ 

or half-crown. 
Serpen tyne, tib. serpentine, gun with 

bore of 1^ inches, 4O/38. 
Showre, «6. storm, tempest, shower, 131/ 

II. 
Somer, «6. sumpter, 53/39. Fr. 8ommiefi\ 
Sowde, vb. pay, 4/27. Fr. aovider. 
Sowne, ab. swoon, 11 /24. 
Spense, ab. expense, I22/14. 
Spore, vb. spur, 49/15. 
Spradde, pp. spread, 38/8. 
Sprynge, ab. spring of day, like pointy 

140/36. 
Stale, vb. stole, 152/2 5. 
Steerne, th. helm, 6O/10. 
SuflSsed, pp. contented, 8/38. 
Surely, adv. in safety, 177/6. 
Surmountour, ab. surpasser, exceller, 

177/9. 

Surnouie, pp. surnamed, 3G/39. Fr. aiir- 

nommd. 
Surtee, ab. affidavit, treaty, IO7/40. Fr. 

aureU. 
Swone, ab. swoon, 39/25. 
Sy, vb. saw, I5/34. 

Taberyne, ab. tabor, 4O/24. O.Fr. to- 

baurin. 
Tain, num. adj. one, I4/31. 



Taklee, j>p. tackled, rigged, 81 /32. 

Taried, vb. detained, IO/27. 

Than, conj. by than = by when, by the 

time that, 68/27, 152/ 15. 
There as = where, 13/ 19. See Where aa. 
Titinges, ab. ? thinges, things, IO9/39. 
To. prep, on board ; to shippe == aship, 

39/37. 

Toppis, ab. tops (of the masts), 44/30. 

To-scrag, pp. scratched, I3O/9. 

Touchid, vb. t to, touched, 25/22. 

Tough, conj. though (note pronuncia- 
tion), 11/14. 

Trapoures, ab. trappings, 185/io. Fr. 
trappiire. 

Treter, ab. traitor, 18/ 13. 

Trist, adj. sad, 26/36. Fr. triate. 

Trussid, pp. packed, 1 68/28. O.Fr. 
troaaer, toraer, 

Vacche, ih. watch, 74/39. 

Valet, ab. servant, 30/26. 

Vesselt, ab. pi. vessels, 63/35. 

Vigours, adj. vigorous, 2O/15. 

Vndrowned, pp. unsunk, 42/34. 

Vnsayne, pp. unseen, I66/21. 

Vntolde, vb. did not tell, left untold, 

174/30. 
Vp, adv. they founde vp, 53/24. Comp. 

hunt up. 
Vred, pp. well ured = fortunate, happy, 

145/15. 
Vrous, adj. happy, 181/ 14. 

Wacche, ab. the belle of the wacche, 
123/3. Comp. Tov Kiifiwvoi: napivtx' 
Bsvrosj Time. iv. 135. London Watch- 
men also carried bells. 

Warte, ab. ward, warder, I4/32. 

Weeles, ab. weals, goodnesses, 133/32 ; 
weelis, 33/3 '» wele, 86/24 ; weles, 
prosperities, 24/21. 

Wery, vb. were, 153/3. 

What-som-euer, whatsoever, 27/24. 

Where as = where, I4/29. 

Where-someuir, wheresoever, 64/40. 

Wided, pp. voided, departed, 88/11. 

Wilke, vb. walked, 47/19. 

Wite, vb. know, I2/24, 1 68/34. 

Withhelde, vb. retained, 22/31. 

Yelde, vb. repay, requite, 37/7. 
Yen, ab. eyen, eyes, 79/40. 
Yngoodly, adj. excellent, I74/23. 
Yolden, pp. yielded, I76/38. 
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BY MR. THOMAS AUSTIN. 



Albors, King of Spain, weds his daugh- 
ter to the King of Sicily, 3. 

Alfour, King of Sicily, marries Princess 
Sybil of Spain, daughter of King Al- 
bors, 3 ; has a daughter, lolante, 3 ; 
seeks help against the Turks, 4 ; gets 
no help, 6 ; is joined by Ferant and 
Prince Philip, 14; hears of capture 
of Ferabras, 21 ; Ferabras is handed 
over to him, 33 ; Prince Philip pre- 
sented to him, 34 ; the French, Eng- 
lish, and Scotch expedition reach 
Gaeta, 40 ; he is complained of by his 
allies, 54, who suffer loss by a storm, 
69 ; holds a Council about the loss of 
the allies at sea, 66 ; goes to Naples, 
68 ; proposals for ransom of Ferabras 
laid before him, 94 ; resolves to con- 
sult Ferant about it, 95 ; welcomes 
Prince Philip and Prince David at 
Court, 108 ; plans defence of Naples 
against the Turks, 120, 121 ; gives his 
officers a banquet, 132 ; recaptures 
his towns, 145, 152; is made Em- 
peror, 146 ; refuses to let Orcays be 
ransomed, 148 ; consults his Council 
on marriage of lolante, 153 ; holds a 
preliminary Tourney on her account, 
156, and proclaims final one, 158 ; 
goes to Milan to be crowned, and to 
Rome, 163 ; welcomes King Hum- 
phrey, 181 ; holds the Tourney, 188 ; 
agrees to help the Sultan, 197 ; visits 
England, 204 ; visits Scotland, 204 ; 
his death, 206. 

Baltasar, a mercenary, a knight of the 

Sultan's, 42. 
Brunswick, Frederick, Duke of, 146. 
Burgundy, Duke of, is made regent of 



France, 86 ; talks with Philip, 166 ; 
intends personating Philip at the 
Tourney, 168 ; goes to Naples, 182 ; 
is met by the Emperor, 185 ; refuses 
Orcays' sister, 197, 206. 
Bussaunt, Earl of (? Buchan), saved 
from shipwreck, 63. 

Capletrent, 122. Cape (or Point) Tri- 
onto, on the coast of Italy, extending 
into the Gulf of Taranto. Lat. 39<> 
35' N.; long. 160 50' E. 

Charles, King of France, marries a 
dauo:hter of the King of Nauerne 
(? Navarre), 1 ; they have a son, 1 ; 
is urged by his son to help the King 
of Sicily, 6; he declines, 5-7; finds 
his son is departed, 11 ; his ships at 
Gaeta, 43 ; reproaches hiijuself, 65. 

Constable of France, 43 ; his fate un- 
known, 63. 

David, Prince of Scotland, heads the 
Scotch troo^ s, 27 ; holds a Council, 
46 ; is shipwrecked, 60, and taken, 
61 ; saved by his captor, and re- 
leased, 62 ; goes to Size, 72 ; joins in 
the sally, 75 ; captures his captor, 
Prince Orcays, 76, and sets him free, 
77 ; his rashness, 99 ; goes to tlie 
Neapolitan Court, 108; relates his 
nd ventures, 133 ; goes to see lolante, 
151 ; does well at the Touraey, 157 ; 
goes home, 163 ; his arrival, 175 ; 
succeeds his father, 177 ; returns to 
Sicily, 178 ; returns home, 201 ; his 
marriage, 204. 

Douglas, Earl, of Scotland, 39; ship- 
wrecked, 60; slain, 61, 133. . 

Dover, 203. 
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England, Ein^ of, promises help to the 
Sicilians, 24 ; prepares his forces, 38 ; 
laments his loss, 65 ; sorrows for his 
son's departure for Sicily, 84 ; mourns 
his son as dead, 86 ; dies, 175. See 
Humphrey. 

Ferabras, King of Persia, brother to 
the Sultan, with him subdues half 
Sicily, 13 ; is at Fondi, 14 ; is captured 
by Prince Philip in a skirmish, 16 ; 
desires to see his captor, 18, 20 ; is 
handed over to King of Sicily, 33 ; 
proposals for his ransom laid before 
the King, 94 ; a Council held thereon, 
101 ; Turkish knights visit him in 
prison, 104 ; is enlarged for a time, 
106 ; reaches the Sultan, 107 ; sends 
Prince Humphrey to Prince Philip, 
113 ; Sultan apologizes to him, 115 ; 
goes to Persia about his ransom, 116 ; 
terms of his ransom, 155. 

Ferant, a Sicilian knight, King Alfour's 
Seneschal, is sent to Spain to ask 
help, 13; leaves Toledo with Prince 
Philip, 13 ; reaches Sicily, 14 ; is 
rescued by Philip, 16 ; visits him, 19 ; 
reports Ferabras's capture to the 
king, 21 ; his troops attacked by 
troops of King Ferabras of Persia, 
30 ; commands garrison of Size with 
Philip, 68 ; Prince David of Scotland 
joins him, 72 ; sallies out of Size, 75 ; 
resolves on a sortie, 96 ; blames Phi- 
lip and David for rashness, 99 ; holds 
a Council to advise King of Sicily, 
100 ; is welcomed at Court, 108 ; 
takes the three Princes to the Em- 
peror, 151 ; is sorry at their departure, 
161. 

Fosses, a town four miles from Gaeta, 
51 ; is captured from the Turks, 53. 

Foundey (Fondi), a town near Gaeta, 
in kingdom of Two Sicilies, is held by 
the Turks, 14; Scotch spies come 
near it, 47. 

France, King of, Charles, weds a Prin- 
cess of Nauerne (? Navarre), 1 ; ob- 
jects to help Sicily, 5 ; is against his 
son's departure, 7; mourns at his 
departure, 11 ; agrees to help Sicily, 
24 ; prepares his forces, 38 ; recalls 
them after the shipwreck, 63; his 
death, 86. See FhUip. 

Gayette, Gaeta, occupied by the Sultan, 



and the Christian fleet anchor there, 
40; Turks repel the Christians, 45; 
the fleet leaves it, 56 ; is recaptured 
from the Turks, 147. 

Humphrey, Prince, of England, 78; 
wishes to help Sicily, 81 ; starts, 83 ; 
is captured, 85 ; is let out of prison, 
110 ; the Sultan wants to drown him, 
111; King Ferabras sends him to 
Prince Philip, 113; joins the other 
Princes, 117 ; tells of his release, 134 ; 
is taken to the Neapolitan Court, 151 ; 
at the Tourney, 157 ; goes home, 
163; is told of his father's illness, 
170; goes to his father's death-bed. 
173 ; is crowned king, 175 ; makes 
ready for the Tourney, 175 ; is wel- 
comed back at Naples, 181 ; second 
at the final Tournament, 195 ; marries 
Orcays' sister, 200; returns home, 
201 ; his sisters marry the Sultan and 
the King of Scotland, 204 ; returns 
from Scotland, 205. 

lolante, daughter of the King of Sicily, 
3 ; desires to see Prince Philip, 23 ; 
Philip falls in love with her, 37 ; she 
loves him secretly, 109 ; the three 
Princes go to visit her, 151 ; her 
marriage pondered, 153 ; a three da3^s' 
Tourney is to decide it, 154 ; the pre- 
liminary Tourney, 156 ; the grand 
Tourney proclaimed, 158 ; is told 
that Philip will win her in the Tour- 
ney, 190; meets Philip, 193; dances 
with him, 194 ; her marriage, 196 ; 
welcomed in France as queen, 202 ; 
goes to England, 203. 

Le toure de Gretus, a port near Gaeta, 

56. 
London, 171, 203. 
Luby (V Lybia), King of, 145. 

Millayne (Milan), 163. 

Naples, the King of the Two Sicilies 
goes there, 67, 68 ; Turkish messen- 
gers arrive there, 94 ; Neapolitan 
Court, 108 ; the Sultan resolves to 
besiege it, 120 ; the king arrfmges the 
defence, 121 ; the siege, 123; Ferant 
sets a gallows up on the walls, to 
hang Orcays, 127 ; a grand banquet 
there, 132 ; the Turks do not succeed, 
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137 ; the siege raised, 140 ; the Sul- 
tan killed before it, 142; (Council 
held there, 163 ; preliminary Tourna- 
ment to decide about lolante's mar- 
riage, 156 ; adorned for final Tourney, 
185. 

Nauerne (? Navarre), 1. 

Oliver, Ferant's brother, is captain at 
Taprey, 14, 29, 49, 61. 

Orcays, son of the Great Turk, takes 
Prince David of Scotland, and sets 
him free again, 61, 62 ; sends hira to 
his friends, 71 ; is captured by Prince 
David, 76 ; released by him, 77 ; is 
captured again, 126 ; gallows pre- 
pared for him, 127; at the banquet, 
132; tells his history, 136; vows to 
give back his father's cotiquests, 136 ; 
in love with lolante, 137 ; the Turks 
wish to ransom him, 149 ; his ransom 
advised, 163 ; terms of it, 166 ; is at 
Ihe Tourney, 167; his departure, 169 ; 
wants lolante, 164; his return to 
Sicily, as Sultan, 179 ; offers to turn 
Christian, 180; turns Christian, and 
takes name of Charles, 187 ; goes to 
England, 201 ; marries a sister of 
David of Scotland, 204 ; returns to 
Turkey, 205 ; his widow returns to 
England, 207. • 

Paris, 9, 12. 

Peacock, used to swear by, 136. 

Persia. See Ferabras, 

Philip, son of Charles, King of France, 
is born, 1 ; is christened, 2 ; urges 
his father to help the King of Sicily, 
6 ; is grieved at refusal, 7 ; resolves 
to go to Sicily, 9 ; leaves Paris, and 
changes his name, 9 ; goes to Toledo 
and falls sick, 10 ; starts from Toledo 
with Ferant, 13 ; reaches Sicily, 14 ; 
fights his first skirmish, 16 ; captures 
King Ferabras, 16 ; the Sicilian ladies 
are anxious to see him, 23 ; is ordered 
to Sicily, 28 ; retakes King Ferabras, 
31 ; pledges his faith to Ferant, 36 ; 
falls in love with lolante, 37 ; com- 
mands garrison of Size with Ferant, 
68 ; is at the Council on ransoming 
of Ferabras, 101 ; advises Christian 
captives to be freed, 102 ; is wel- 
comed at Neapolitan Court with Fe- 
rant and David of Scotland, 108 ; is 



joined by Prince Humphrey of Eng- 
land, 117; is captured by the Turks, 
124 ; the Sultan resolves to hang 
him, 126 ; is rescued, 129 ; helps to 
take Gaeta, 146 ; lolante sorrows for 
his supposed death, 160; is taken by 
Ferant to her, 161 ; does best of all 
at the preliminary Tourney, 167 ; re- 
solves to return home, 159 ; returns, 
163 ; talks with his uncle, 166 ; re- 
turns to Naples. 182 ; acts ns his 
uncle's squire, 184 ; his supposed ab- 
sence lamented, 187 ; does best at the 
Tournament, 189, etc. ; the Emperor 
embraces him, 192 ; is taken to see 
lolante, 193 ; accepts her, nnd is 
married, 196 ; his welcome in France, 
202 ; goes to England, 203 ; returns 
home, 206 ; succeeds to throne of 
Sicily, 206. 
Port Dean, in Scotland, 39. 

Rome, 163. 

Scluse, Sluys, 206. 

Scotland ; the king refuses to help Sicil}', 
6 ; the Estates advise him to do so, 
26 ; Prince David heads expedition, 
27 ; the king makes joint preparations 
with France and England, 38 ; the 
joint fleet reaches Gaeta, 40; is re- 
pulsed, 45; Scotch spies sent out, 
47 ; losses in the Scotch fleet, 63 ; 
grief of the king, 66 ; his death, 177. 
See David. 

Shipwreck of vessels of the allied fleet, 
69, 63. 

Sicily, i. e. the Two Sicilies, passim. 

Size, Sessa, a town near Gaeta, a garri- 
son left there, 67 ; the Turks resolve 
to lay siege to it, 69 ; Prince David 
goes there, 73 ; Prince Orcays cap- 
tured in a sail}', 76, 76 ; daily sallies, 
87; the Turks think of raising the 
siege, 89 ; a sortie resolved on, 96 ; 
success of it, 98. 

Spain, King of, asked to help Sicily, 13 ; 
will give no help, 66. See Albors, 

Sultan (the Grand Turk), subdues half 
Sicily, 13 ; opposes the landing at 
Gaeta, 40 ; calls a Council, 42 ; de- 
tains Prince David, 62 ; resolves to 
besiege Size, 69 ; goes to see the en- 
campment, 76 ; calls a Council about 
the siege, 88 ; wishes a truce, 103, 
and settles it, 107 ; leaves garrisons 
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in Sicily, 109 ; wants to kill Prince 
Humphrey, 112 ; apologizes to King 
FerabraSy 115 ; appeals to his sub- 
jects for help, 119 ; resolves to be- 
siege Naples, 120; wishes to hang 
Prince Philip, 127 ; pees the siege is 
useless, 137 ; holds another Council, 
138 ; is killed before Naples, 142. 
Sybil, the King of Spain's daughter, 
marries King Alfour of Sicily, 3, 

Talpoir, same as Taprey, 21, 22. 
Taprey, a town in the kingdom of the 

Two Sicilies, near Gaeta, 14, 16 ; called 

Tapyr, 47 ; still held by Oliver, 48, 

61. 
Toledo. See Totdette. 
Tournament, preliminary, to decide 

about marriage of lolante, 154, 156 ; 

the tield for the final one is settled. 



187, 188 ; King Pliilip*s side wins, 
189, 191, 195 ; the party disperses, 
20L 

Towlette, Toledo in Spain, is readied 
by Prince Philip, 10 ; he lies sick 
there, 12, 22, 206. 

Turks make war against Sicily, 4 ; re- 
pulse the Christian fleet at Gaeta, 
45 ; besiege Size, 60'; make a year's 
truce, 107; besiege Naples, 123; 
blame their Sultan, 139 ; defeated 
before Naples, 142 ; are downcast, 
149 ; make a three years' truce, 155. 
See Stdtan. 

Warwick, Earl of, welcomes Prince 
Humphrey on part of King of Eng- 
land, 171, 172. 

Warwick, son of the Earl of, reproaches 
Prince Humphrey, 79, 82. 
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MSS, and Books that Edit&i^ are uanted for. 



Among the MSS. and old books which need copying or rc-editing, are :— 



OBiaiNAL SERIES. 



English Inventoriet and other MSS. in Capterhury 

Cathedral (5th Report, Hist. MSS. Com.). 
Maumetrie, from Lord Tollemaehe's MS. 
The Romtnoe of Troy. Harl. 525. 
Biblical XS., Corpus Cambr. 434 (ab. 1375}. 
Furvey's Xeolesie Eegimen, Cot. Titus D 1. 
Hampole's unprinted Works, 
t^e Clowde of Unknowynj^t from Harl. MSS. 2373, 959, 

Bibl. Reg. 17 C 26, Ac. Univ. Coll. Oxf. 14» 
A Lanteme of Li^t, from Harl. MS. 2324. 
Soule-hele, from the Vernon MS. 
Lydgate's unprinted Works. 
Boethius, A.D. 1410, jtc. ; Pilgrim, 1426, &c. &c. 
Vegretius on the Art of War. (Mngd. Oxf. 30, &c.) 
Early TreatiMS on Music : Descant, the Oamme, ftc. 
Skelton's englishing of Diodorus Siculus. 
The Nightingale and other Poems, from MS. Cot. 

Calig. A 2, Addit. MS. 10,036, &c. 
Boethius, in prose, MS. Auct. F. 3. 5, Bodley. 
Penitential Psalms, by Rd. Maydeiistoon, Brampton, 

&e. (Rawlinson, A. 389, Douce 232, &c.). 
Documents from the early Registers of the Bishops of 

all Dioceses in Great Britain. 
Ordinances and Documents of the City of Worcester. 
Chronicles of the Brute. 

T. Breus's Passion of Christ, 1422. Harl. 2338. 
Jn. Crophill or Crephill's Tracts, Harl. 1735. 
Burgh's Cato. 



Xemoriale Credenoium, &o.. Hurl, 2398. 

Book for Recluses, Harl. 2372. 

Lollard Theological Treatises, Harl. 2343, 2330, &c. 

H. Selby's Northern Bthieal Tract, Harl. 2388, art. 29. 

Hilton's Ladder of Perfection, Cott. Faust. B 6, &c. 

SupplementiMry Early English Lives of Saints. 

The Early and Later Festialls, ab. 1400 and 1440 A.I). 

Cotton, Claud. A 2; Univ. Coll. Oxf. 102, &c. 
Select Prose Treatises from the Yemon US. 
Jn. Hyde's XS. of Romances and Ballads, Balliol 354. 
Xetrical HomilieS) Edinburgh MS. 
L]rxical Poems from the Fairfax X8. 16, &c. 
Prose Life of St. Audry, a.d. 1595, Corp. Oxf. 120. 
English Kiscellanies fi-om USS. , Corp. Oxford. 
KisoeUanies ftzm Oxford College XSS. 
Discs Xori, Jesus Coll. Oxf. 39 ; Bodl. Laud 99. 
Alain Chartier's Quadrilogue, Ac, Univ. Coll. Oxf. 85. 
Xirrour of the blessed Ujf of Ihesu Crist, Univ. Coll. 

Oxf. 123, &c. 
Pilgrimage of the Soul, A.D. 1400, prose, Univ. Coll. 

Oxf. 181, &c. 
Poem en Virtues and Yices, &c., Harl. 2260. 
Xaundevyle's Legend of Gwydo, Queen's, Oxf. 383. 
Book of Warrants of Edw. YL, £c.. New Coll. Oxf. 328. 
Adam Loutfut's Heraldic Tracts, Harl. 6149-50. 
Rules for Gunpowder and Ordnance, Harl. 63 '5. 
John Watton's englisht Speculum Christiani, Corpus 

Oxf. 166, LaudG.12,Thoresby 530, Uarl. 2260, art. 20. 



EZTBA SERIES. 



Erie of TolouB. Ypotis. 

Sir Eglamoure. Emare. 

Lyrical Poems, from the Harl. MS. 2253. 

Le Morte Arthiur, from the unique Harl. 2252. 

Sir Tristrem, from the unique Auchinleck MS. 

Miscellaneous Xiraole Plays. 

Sir Gowther. 

Dame Siriz, fto. 

Orfeo (Digby, 86). 

Dialogues between the Soul and Body. 

Barlaam and Josaphat 

Amis and Amiloun. 

Ipomedon. 

Sir Generides, fj*om Lort Tollemaehe's MS. 
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